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MY OWN LIFE.^ 


It is difficult for a man to speat long of Mmself witliOTit 
vanity ; therefore, I shall be short. It may be thought an 
instance of vanity that I pretend at all to wri{e my life ; but 
this Narrative shall contain little more than the History of 
my ; as, indeed, almost aU my life has been spent 

in literary pursuits and occupations. The first success of 
most of my writings wa^^ not such as to be an object of 
vanity, 

I was bom the 26th of April 1711, old style, at Edinburgh. 
I was of a good family, both by father and mother; my 
father’s family is a branch of jjhe Earl of Home’s, or Hume’s ; 
and my ancestors had been proprietors of the est^^te, which 
my brother possesses, for several generations. My mother 
was daughter of Sir David Falconer^ President of the College 
of Justice : the title of Lord Halkelbton came by succession 
to her brother. 

My family, however, was not rich, and being myself a 
younger brother, my patrimony, according to the mode of 
my country, was of course very slender. My father, who 
passed for a man of parts, died when I was an infant, leaving 
me, with an elder brother and a sister, under the cai'e of our 
mother, a woman of singular merit, who, though young and 
handsome, devoted herself entirely to the rearing and edu- 
cating of her children. I passed through the ordinary course 
of education with success, and was seized very early with a 
passion for literature, which has been the ruling passion of 
my life, and the great source of my enjoyments. My studious 

^ [For the circumstances attending the publication of this autobiography, see p. 80. 
—Ed.] 
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disposition, my sobriety, and my industry, gave my family a 
notion that the law was a proper profession for me ; hut I 
found an unsurmountable aversion to every thing but the 
pursuits of philosophy and general learning ; and while they 
fancied I was poring ujion Voet and Vinnius, Cicero and 
Virgil were the authors which I was secretly devouring. 

My very slender fortune, however, being unsuitable to this 
plan of life, and my health being a little broken by my ardent 
application, I was tempted, or rather forced, to make a very 
feeble trial for entering into a more active scene of life. In 
1734, I went to Eristol, with some recommendations to 
eminent merchants, but in a few months found that scene, 
totally unsuitable to me. I went over to France, with a view 
of prosecuting my studies in a country retreat ; and I there 
laid that plan*of life, which I have steadily and successfully 
pursued. I resolved to make a vei’y rigid frugality supply 
my deficiency of fortune, to maintain unimpaired my inde- 
pendency, and to regard every object as contemiitible, except 
the improvement of my talents in literature. 

During my retreat pi Fiunce, first at Reims, but chiefly at 
La Fleclfe, in Anjou, I composed my Treatise of Suman 
Nature. After passing three years very agreeably in that 
country, I came over to Loijdomin 1737. In the end of 
1738,^ I published my Treatise, and immediately went down 
to my mother tand my brother, who lived at his country 
house, and was employing himself very judiciously and suc- 
cessfully in the improvAnent of his fortune. 

Never literary attempt was more unfortunate than my 
Treatise of Human Nature. It fell dead-lorn from the p^ess^ 
without reaching such distinction, as even to excite a murmur 
among the zealots. But being naturally of a cheerful and 
sanguine temper, I very soon recovered the blow, and prose- 
cuted with gi*eat ardour my studies in the conntiy. In 1742 ^ 
I printed at Edinburgh the first j)art of my Essays : the work 
was favourably received, and soon made me entirely forget 
my former disappointment. I continued with my mother 
and brother in the country, and in that time recovered the 
knowledge of the G-reek language, which I had too much 
neglected in my early youth. 

In 1745, 1 received a letter fi’om the Marquis of Annandale, 
inviting me to come and live with him in England 5 I found 
* [VoK 1 . and ii , in 1730. A^ol. 111 . in 1740 ,— Ed ] 2 1741.— Ed] 
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also, that the friends and family of that young nohleman 
were desirous of putting him under my care and direction, 
for the state of his mind and health required it. I lived with 
him a twelvemonth. My appointments during that time 
made a considerable accession to my small fortune. I then 
received an invitation from General St. Clair to attend him 
as a secretary to his expedition, which was at first meant 
against Canada, but ended in an incursion on the coast of 
France. Next year, to wit, 1747, I received an invitation 
from the General to attend him in the same station in his 
military embassy to the courts of Vienna and Turin. I then 
wore the uniform of an officer, and was introduced at these 
courts as aide-de-camp to the general, along with Sir Harry 
Erskine and Captain Grant, now General Grant. These two 
years were almost the only interruptions whict my studies 
have received during the course of my life : I passed them 
agreeably and in good company; and my appointments, with 
my frugality, had made me reach a fox'tune, which I called 
independent, though mosjs of my friends were inclined to 
smile when I said so ; in short, I was iv)w master Of near a 
thousand pounds. 

I had always entertained a notion, that my want of success 
in publishing the Treatise of Human Nature, had proceeded 
more from the manner than the matter, and that I ^ad been 
guilty of a very usual indiscretion, in going tO the press too 
early. I, therefore, cast the first part of that work anew in 
the Enquiry concerning Human Understanding, which was 
published while 1 was at Turin.^ But this j)iece was at first 
little more successful than the Treatise of Human Natui’e. 
On my return from Italy, I had the moi’tification to find all 
England in a ferment, on account of Dr, Middleton’s Fi’ee 
Enquiiy, while my pei'formance was entirely overlooked and 
neglected. A new edition, which had been published at 
London, of my Essays, moral and political, met not with a 
much better reception.^ 

Such is the force of natoal temper, that these disappoint- 
ments made little or no impression on me. I went down in 
1749, and lived two years with my brother at his country 
house, for my mother was now dead. I there composed the 
second part of my Essays, which I called Political Discourses, 
and also my Enquiiy concerning the Principles of Morals, 

^ [In April, Ijeforo starting for Tiirui — Ed ] - [In Norcm])er, — Ed.] 
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whicli is anotlier part of my treatise that I cast anew. 
Meanwhile, my bookseller, A. Millar, informed me, that my 
former publications (all but the unfortunate Treatise) were 
beginning to be the subject of conversation ; that the sale of 
them was gradually increasing, and that new editions were 
demanded. Answers by Eeverends, and Eight Eeverends, 
came out two or three in a year ; and I found, by Dr. War- 
burton^s railing, that the books were beginning to be esteemed 
in good company. However, I had fixed a resolution, which 
I inflexibly maintained, never to reply to anybody ; and not 
being very ii'ascible in my temper, I have easily kept myself 
clear of all literary squabbles. These symptoms of a rising 
reputation gave me encouragement, as I was ever more dis- 
posed to see the favourable than unfavourable side of 
things ; a turn of mind which it is more happy to possess, 
than to be born to an estate of ten thousand a year. 

In 1751, 1 removed from the country to the town, the true 
scene for a man of letters. In 1752, were published at Edin- 
burgh, where I then lived, my Po^J-tical Discourses, the only 
work of mine that -^as successful on the first publication. 
It was w^U received abroad and at home. In the same year' 
was published at London, my Enquiry concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Morals ; which, in noy own opinion (who ought not 
to judge on that subject), is of all my writings, historical, 
philosophical, tor literary, incomparably the best. It came 
imnoticed and unobserved into the world. 

In 1752, the Faculty bf Advocates chose me their Librarian, 
an office fiom which I received little or no emolument, but 
which gave me the command of a large library. I then 
formed the plan of wilting the History of England ; but being 
frightened with the notion of continuing a narrative through 
a i)eriod of 1700 years, I commenced with the accession of 
the House of Stuart, an epoch when, I thought, the misre- 
presentations of faction began chiefly to take place. I was, I 
own, sanguine in my expectations of the success of this work. 
I thought that I was the only historian, that had at once 
neglected present power, interest, and authority, and the cry 
of poiDular prejudices ; and as the subject was suited to every 
capacity, I expected proportional applause. But miserable 
was my disappointment: I was assailed by one cry of re- 
proach, disapprobation, and even detestation ; English, Scotch, 
^ [In 17ol.— E d ] 
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and Irisli, Whig and Toiy, chiirchman and sectary, free- 
thinker and religionist, patriot and courtier, united in their 
rage against the man, who had presumed to shed a generous 
tear for the fate of Charles I. and the Earl of Strafford ; and 
after the first ebullitions of their fury were over, what was 
still more mortifying, the book seemed to sink into oblivion. 
Mr. Millar told me, that in a twelvemonth he sold only forty- 
five copies of it. I scarcely, indeed, heard of one man in the 
three kingdoms, considerable for rank or letters, that could 
endure the book. I must only except the primate of England, 
Dr. Herring, and the primate of Ireland, Dr. Stone, which 
seem two odd exceptions. These dignified prelates separately 
sent me messages not to be discouraged. 

I was, however, I confess, discouraged 5 and had not the 
war been at that time breaking out betweeh France and 
England, I had certainly retired to some provincial town 
of the former kingdom, have changed my name, and never 
more have returned to my native countiy. But as this 
scheme was not now pracjiicable, and the subsequent volume 
was considerably advanced, I resolved to pick up courage 
and to persevere. ^ 

In this interval,^ I published at London my Natural His- 
tory of Eeligion, along with ^some other small pieces : its 
public entry was rather obscure, except only that Dr. Hurd 
wrote a pamphlet against it, with all the illiberal petulance, 
arrogance, and scurrility which distinguish the Warburtonian 
school. This pamphlet gave me scmie consolation for the 
otherwise indifferent reception of my performance.^ 

In 1756, two years after the fall of the first volume, was 
published the second volume of my History, containing the 
period from the death of Charles I. till the Eevolution. This 
performance happened to give less displeasure to the Whigs, 
and was better received. It not only rose itself, but helped 
to buoy up its unfoiiunate brother. 

But though I had been taught by experience, that the 
Whig party were in possession of bestowing all places, both 
in the state and in literature, I was so httle inclined to yield 
to their senseless clamour, that in about a hundred altera- 
tions, which farther study, reading, or reflection engaged me 
to make in the reigns of the first two Stuarts, I have made 
all of them invariably to the Tory side. It is ridiculous to 
1 In 1757. * [See p G 2 .— Ed ] 
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consider tlie Englisli constitution before tliat period as a 
regular plan of liberty. 

In 1759, I piiblislied niy History of tlie House of Tudor. 
The clamour against this performance was almost equal to 
that against the History of the two first Stuarts. The reign 
of Elizabeth was paiticularly obnoxious. But I was now 
callous against the impressions of ]3ublic folly, and continued 
veiy peaceably and contentedly in my retreat at Edinburgh, 
to finish, in two volumes, the more early part of the English 
History, which I gave to the public in 1761, with toler- 
able, and but tolerable success. 

But, notwithstanding this variety of winds and seasons, to 
which my writings had been exposed, they had still been 
mahmg such advances, that the copy-money given me by 
the booksellers, much exceeded any ihing formerly known in 
England ; I was become not only inde23endent, but 02 )ulent. 
I rethod to my native countiy of Scotland, determined never 
more to set my foot out of it ; and retaining the satisfaction 
of never having preferred a request to one great man, or even 
making advances of friendship to any of them. As I was 
now tnmhd of fifty, I thought of passing all the rest of my 
life in this philosophical manner, when I received, in 1763, 
an invitation from the Earl of Hertford, with whom I was 
not in the least acquainted, to attend him on his embassy to 
Paris, wi?h a mar prospect of being a^Dpointed secretary to 
the embassy; and, in -5 the meanwhile, of iDerforming the 
functions of that officer This offer, however inviting, I at 
first declined, both because I was reluctant to begin connexions 
with the great, and because I was afraid that the civi- 
lities and gay company of Paris, would prove disagreeable to 
a person of my age and humonr : but on his lordship^s re- 
peating the invitation, I accepted of it. I have every reason, 
both of pleasure and interest, to think myself happy in my 
connexions with that nobleman, as well as afterwards with 
his brother, General Conway. 

Those who have not seen the strange effects of modes, 
will never imagine the recexition I met with at Pans, from 
men and women of all ranks and stations. The more I 
resiled fron their excessive civilities, the more I was loaded 
with them. There is, however, a real satisfaction in living at 
Paris, from the great number of sensible, knowing, and 
polite company with which that city abounds above all 
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places in tlie •universe. I tliouglifc once of settling there for 
life. 

I was appointed secretary to the embassy ; and in summer 
17 66, Lord Hertford left me, being appointed Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland. I was charge d'affaires till the arrival of 
the Duke of Richmond, to‘v>rards the end of the year. In the 
beginning of 1760, I left Paris, and next summer went to 
Edinburgh, with the same view as formerly, of burying 
myself in a philosoj>hical retreat. I retiuned to that place, 
not richer, but with much more money, and a much larger 
income, by means of Lord Hertfbi’d’s friendship, than I left 
it; and I was desirous of trying what superfluity could 
j>roduce, as I had formerly macle an exj)eriment of a compe- 
tency. But in 1767, 1 received from Mi*. Conway an invita- 
tion to be Under-secretary ; and this invitayfcion, both the 
character of the person, and my connexions with Lord Hert- 
ford, prevented me from declining. I returned to Edinburgh 
in 1769, very oj)ulent (for I j) 0 ssessed a revenue of 1,000L a 
yeai*), healthy, and though somewhat stricken in years, with 
the prospect of enjoying long my Oase, and oC seeing the 
increase of my reputation. 

In sjpring 1775, 1 was struck with a disorder in my bowels, 
which at first gave me ng alarm, but has since, as I apprer 
hend it, become mortal and incurable. I now reckon upon 
a speedy dissolution. I have suffered very Jittle^jain from 
my disorder ; and what is more strange, have, notwithstand- 
ing the great decline of my person, never suffered a moments 
abatement of my spirits ; insomuch, that wore I to name 
the period of my life, which I should most choose to pass 
over again, I might be tempted to point to this latter period. 
I i30ssess the same ardour as over in study, and the same 
gaiety in company. 1 consider, besides, that a man of 
sixty-five, by dying, cuts off only a few years of infirmities ; 
and though I see many symptoms of my literary reputation's 
breaking out at last with additional lustre, I knew that I 
could have but few years to enjoy it. It is difficult to be 
more detached from life than I am at present. 

To conclude historically with my own character. I am, 
or railier was (for that is the style I must now use in s^^oak- 
iiig of myself, which emboldens me the more I j speak luy sen- 
timents) ; I was, 1 say, a man of mild dispositions, of command 
of temper, of an open, social, and cheerful humour, capable of 
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attaclment, but little susceptible of enmity, and of gi’eat 
moderation in all my passions. Even my love of literary 
fame, my ruling passion, never soured my temper, notwith- 
standing my frequent disappointments. My company was 
not unacceptable to the young and careless, as well as to the 
studious and literary ; and as I took a particular pleasure in 
the company of modest women, I had no reason to be dis- 
pleased with the reception I met with jfrom them. In a 
word, though most men anywise eminent, have found reason 
to complain of calumny, I never was touched, or even at- 
tacked by her baleful tooth : and though, I wantonly exposed 
myself to the rage of both civil and religious factions, they 
seemed to be disarmed in my behaK of their wonted fury. 
My fiiends never had occasion to vindicate any one circum- 
stance of my character and conduct ; not but that the zea- 
lots, we may well suppose, would have been glad to invent 
and propagate any story to my disadvantage, but they could 
never find any which they thought would wear the face of 
probability. I cannot say there is no vanity in making this 
funeral oration of myself, but I hope it is not a misplaced 
one ; and this is a matter of fact which is easily cleared and 
ascertained. 


April 18 , 1776 . 



HTCTER FEOM ADAM SMITH; LL.D., 

TO 

■WILLIAM STEAHAN, ESQ.» 


Kirkaldy, Fifeshire, Nov. 9, 1776. 

Deae Sie, — It is -with, a real, thoagli a very melancholy 
pleasure, that I sit down to give you some account of the 
behaviour of our late excellent friend,. Mr. Hume, during his 
last illness. 

Though, in his own judgment, his disease was mortal and 
incurable, yet he allowed himself to be prevailed upon, by 
the entreaty of his friends, ter try what might be the effects 
of a long journey. A few days before he set ou^ he wrote 
that account of his own life, which, together with his other 
papers, he has left to your care. account, therefore, shall 
begin where his ends. 

He set out for London towards the end of April, and at 
Morpeth met with Mr. John Home and myself, who had both 
come down from London on purpose to see him, expecting 
to have found him at Edinburgh. Mr. Home returned with 
him, and attended him during the whole of his stay in Eng- 
land, with that care and attention which might be expected 
from a temper so perfectly friendly and affectionate. As I 
had written to my mother that she might expect me in Scot- 
land, I was under the necessity of continuing my journey. 
His disease seemed to yield to exercise and change of air, 
and when he arrived in London, he was apparently in much 
better health than when he left Edinburgh. He was advised 


• [For the circumstances attending the pnhlication of this letter^ see p, 80 . — Ed.1 
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to go to Bath to drink the waters, whicli appeared for some 
time to liaye so good an effect upon him, that even he him- 
self began to entertain, what he was not apt to do, a better 
opinion of his own health. His symptoms, however, soon re- 
turned with their usual violence, and from that moment he 
gave up all thoughts of recovery, but submitted with the 
utmost cheerfulness, and the most perfect complacency 
and resignation. Upon his return to Edmburgh, though he 
found himself much weaker, yet his cheerfulness never 
abated, and he continued to divert himself, as usual, with 
correcting his own works for a new edition, with reading 
books of amusement, with the conversation of his friends ; 
and, sometimes in the evening, with a party at his favourite 
game of whist. His cheerfulness was so great, his conver- 
sation and amusements run so much in their usual sfcrain, 
that, notwithstanding all bad symptoms, many people could 
not believe he was dying. ^ I shall tell your friend, Colonel 
Edmondstone,’ said Doctor Dundas to him one day, ^ that I 
left you much better, and in a fair way of recovery.’ ^ Doc- 
tor,’ said he, ^ as I believe you would not chuse to tell any 
thing but the truth, "'you had better tell him, that I am 
dying as fast as my enemies, if I have any, could wish, and 
as easily and cheerfully as niy best friends could deshe.’ 
Colonel Edmondstone soon afterwards came to see him, and 
take leaveT'of hi^j and on his way home, he could not for- 
bear writing him a lettei; bidding him once more an eternal 
adieu, and applying to him, as to a dying man, the beautiful 
Ereuch verses in which the Abbe Chaulieii, in expectation of 
his own death, laments his approaching sej^aration from his 
friend, the Marquis de la Fare. Mr. Hume’s magnanimity 
and firmness were such, that liis most affectionate friends 
knew, that they hazarded nothing in talking or wiuting to 
him as to a dying man, and that so far from being hurt by 
this frank];^ess, he was rather pleased and flattered by it. I 
happened to come into his room while he was reading this 
letter, which he had just received, aud which he immediate!}" 
showed me. I told him, that though I was sensible how 
veiy much he was weakened, and that appearances were in 
many resj^ects very bad, yet liis cheerfulness was still so 
great, the spirit of life seemed still to bo so very strong in 
him, that I could not help entertaining some faint ho^jes. 
He answered, ^Your hopes are groundless. An habitual 
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diaiThcea of more than a year’s standing, •would be 
bad disease at any age : at my age it is a mortal one. When 
I lie down in the evening, I feel myself weaker than when 
I rose in the morning : and when I rise in the morning, 
weaker than when I lay down in the evening. I am sensible, 
besides, that some of my vital parts are affected, so that I 
must soon die.’ ^ Well,’ said I, ^if it must be so, you have 
at least the satisfaction of leaving all your friends, your 
brother’s family in particular, in great prosperity.’ He said 
that he felt that satisfaction so sensibly, that when he was 
reading, a few days before, Lucian’s Dialogues of the Dead, 
among all the excuses which are alleged to Charon for not 
entering readily into his boat, he could not find one that 
fitted him ; he had no house to finish, he had no daughter 
to provide for, he had no enemies upon whonOL he wished to 
revenge himself. ^ I could not well imagine,’ said he, ^ what 
excuse I could make to Charon in order to obtain a little delay. 
I have done every thing of consequence which I ever meant to 
do ; and I could at no time expect to leave my rela lions and 
friends in a better situation than that in which I am now 
lilrely to leave them ; I, therefore, have all reasomto die con- 
tented.’ He then diverted himself with inventing several 
jocular excuses, which he supposed he might make to Charon, 
and with imagining the very surly answers which it might 
suit the character of Charon to return to th*m. ^ Upon fur- 
ther considei'ation,’ said he, ^ I thought I might say to him. 
Good Charon, I have been correcting my works for a new 
edition. Allow me a little time, that I may see how the 
Public receives the alterations.’ But Charon would answer. 
When you have seen the effect of these, you will be for 
making other alterations. There will be no end of such 
excuses ; so, honest friend, please step into the boat.’ But 
I might still urge, Have a little patience, good Charon ; I 
have been endeavouring to open the eyes of the Public. If I 
live a few years longer, I may have the satisfaction of seeing 
the downfall of some of the prevailing systems of super- 
stition.’ But Charon would then lose all temper and decency. 
^ You loitering rogue, that will not happen these many hun- 
dred yeax’S. Do you fancy I will grant you a lease for so 
long a term? Get into the boat this instant, you lazy 
loitering rogue.’ 

But, though Mr. Hume always talked of his approaching 
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dissolution witli great clieerfulness, lie never affected to make 
any parade of kis magnanimity. He never mentioned the 
subject but ^hen the conversation naturally lead to it, and 
never dwelt longer upon it than the course of the conversa- 
tion happened to require : it was a subject indeed which 
occurred pretty frequently, in consequence of the inquiries 
which his friends, who came to see him, naturally made con- 
cerning the state of his health. The conversation which I 
mentioned above, and which passed on Thursday the 8th of 
August, was the last, except one, that I ever had with him. 
He had now become so very weak, that the company of his 
most intimate fidends fatigued him ; for his cheerfulness was 
stiU so great, his complaisance and social disposition were 
still so entire, that when any fi’iend was with him, he could 
not help talldfig more, and with greater exertion, than suited 
the weakness of his body. At his own desire, therefore, I 
agreed to leave Edinburgh, where I was staying partly upon 
his account, and returned to my mother^s house here, at 
Kirkaldy, upon condition that he would send for me when- 
ever he wished to see Me ; the physician who saw him most 
frequently^ Dr. Black, undertaking, in the mean time, to 
write me occasionally an account of the state of his health. 

On the 22d of August, the Dpctor wrote me the following 
letter : 

^ Since my l{?>st, Mr. Hume has i^assed his time pretty 
easily, but is much weaker. He sits up, goes down stairs 
once a day, and amuses Mmself with reading, but seldom sees 
anybody. He finds that even the conversation of his most 
intimate friends fatigues and oppresses him ; and it is happy 
that he does not need it, for he is quite free fi*om anxiety, 
impatience, or low spirits, and passes his time very well with 
the assistance of amusing books.’ 

I received the day after a letter fi’om Mr. Hume himself, 
of which the following is an extract. 

‘Edinburgh, 2Sd August, 1776. 

^ My dearest Eeieistd, — I am obliged to make use of my 
nephew’s hand in wiiting to you, as I do not rise to-day. 

^ I go very fast to decline, and last night had a small fever, 
which I hoped might put a quicker period to this tedious ill- 
ness, but unluckily it has, in a great measure, gone off. I 
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cannot submit to your coming over here on my account, as it 
is possible for me to see you so small a part of the day, but 
Doctor Black can better inform you concerning the degree of 
strength which may from time to time remain with me. 
Adieu/ etc. 

Three days after I received the following letter from Doctor 
Black, 

‘Edinburgh, Monday, 26tli August, 1776 

‘ Dear Sir, — ^Yesterday, about four o’clock afternoon, Mr. 
Hume expired. The near approach of his death became 
evident in the night between Thursday and Friday, when 
his disease became excessive, and soon weakened him so 
much, that he could no longer rise out of his bed. He con- 
tinued to the last perfectly sensible, and free from much pain 
or feelings of distress. He never dropped the smallest ex- 
pression of impatience ; but when he had occasion to speak 
to the people about him, always did it with affection and 
tenderness. I thought it improiDer to write to bring you 
over, especially as I heard that he had dictated, a letter to 
you desiring you not to come. Wheil he became weak, 
it cost him an effort to speak, and he died in such a happy 
composure of mind, that^nothing could exceed it.’ 

Thus died our most excellent, and never to be forgotten 
friend 5 concerning whose philosophical opinions nienwiU, no 
doubt, judge variously, every one appi^oving, or condemning 
them, according as they happen to coincide or disagree with 
his own ; but concerning whose character and conduct there 
can scarce be a difference of opinion. His temj)er, indeed, 
seemed to be more happily balanced, if I may be allowed such 
an expression, than that perhaps of any other man I have 
ever known. Even in the lowest state of his fortune, his 
great and necessary frugality never hindered him from exer- 
cising, upon proper occasions, acts both of charity and gene- 
rosity. It was a frugality, founded, not upon avarice, but 
upon the love of independency. The extreme gentleness of 
his nature never weakened either the firmness of his mind 
or the steadiness of his resolutions. His constant pleasantry 
was the genuine effusion of good-natm^e and good-humour, 
tempered with delicacy and modesty, and without even the 
slightest tincture of malignity, so frequently the disagreeable 
source of what is called wit in other men. It never was the 



14 


LETTER FROM DR. ADAM SMITH. 


meaning of Lis raxQerj to mortify ; and therefore, far from 
offending, it seldom failed to please and delight, even those 
who were the objects of it. To his friends, who were fre- 
quently the objects of it, there was not perhaps any one of all 
his great and amiable qualities, which contributed more tc 
endear his conversation. And that gaiety of temper, so 
agreeable in society, but which is so often accompanied with 
frivolous and supeiflcial qualities, was in him certainly at- 
tended with the most severe application, the most extensive 
learning, the greatest depth of thought, and a capacity in 
every respect the most comprehensive. Upon the whole, I 
have always considered him, both in his lifetime and since 
his death, as aj)proaching as nearly to the idea of a perfectly 
wise and virtuous man, as perhaps the natoe of human 
fi’ailty will permit. 

I ever am, dear Sir, 

Most affectionately your^s, 

Adam Smith. 
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Hume has told us in Lis autobiography, that very early iu 
life he was seized with a passion for literature : an expression 
which, strong as it is, does not err on the side of exaggera- 
tion. From the time of leaving school, he seems to have 
been absorbed in literary pursuits and ambitions. He was 
incessantly engaged in working at questions suggested by 
the writings of Locke and Berkeley. He came to believe 
that he had discovered new truths ; and he dreamed of a 
general recognition of his genius. -Mingling with these 
ambitious aspnations, there was a set purpose to curb an 
irritable, excited temper, and to realize the calm elevation 
of the philosopher. 

In the hope of achieving these results, he declined to train 
himself for the law or for business. His jp.como, though 
small, was sufficient for the time ; ajid he expected that his 
writings would bring wealth as well ^is fame. 

The following letter' to his friend Michael Ramsay, wiutten 
shortly after his seventeenth birthday, is the earliest record 
which we possess, and it gives a iiicture, equally graphic and 
astonishing, of his boyhood. 


‘July -J:, 1727 

^ D® M. — I received all the books you writ of, and your 
Milton among the rest. When I saw it, I perceived there 
was a difference betwixt preaching and practising : you 
accuse me of niceness, and yet practise it most egregiously 
yourself. What was the necessity of sending your Milton, 
which I knew you were so fond of? Why, I lent your’s and 
can’t get it. But would you nol^ in the same manner, have 

' Life and Correspondence of D«ivid Hume. By John Hill Burton, Esq., Adyo- 
cate. Vol. 1., p. 12. 
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lent your own ? Tes. Then, why this ceremony and good 
breeding ? I write all this to show you how easily any action 
may be brought to bear the countenance of a fault. You may 
justify yourself very well, by saying it was kindness ; and I . 
am satisfied with it, and thank you for it. So, in the same 
manner, I may justify myself from yom* reproofs. You say 
that I would not send in my papers, because they were not 
polished nor brought to any form : which you say is nicety. 
But was it not reasonable ? Would you have me send in my 
loose incorrect thoughts ? Were such worth the transcribing ? 
AU the progress that I made is but drawing the outlines, on 
loose bits of paper : here a hint of a passion ; there a phe- 
nomenon in the mind accounted for : in another the alteration 
of these accounts ; sometimes a remark upon an author I 
have been reading ; and none of them worth to any body, 
and I believe scarce to myself. The only design I had of 
mentioning any of them at all, was to see what you would 
have said of your own, whether they were of the same kind, 
and if you would send any ; and I have got my end, for you 
have given a most satisfactory reason for not communicating 
them, by promising they shall be told viva voce — a much 
better way indeed, and in which I promise myself much 
satisfaction ; for the free conversation of a friend is what I 
would prefer to any entertainment* Just now I am entirely 
confined -^o my|elf and hbrary for diversion since we parted. 

^ ea sola voluptus, 

Sola^enque mali — 

And indeed to me they are not a small one : for I take no 
more of them than I please ; for I hate task-reading, and I 
diversify them at pleasure — sometimes a philosopher, some- 
times a poet — ^which change is not unpleasant nor disservice- 
able neither; for what will more surely engrave upon my 
mind a Tusculan disimtation of Cicero’s De ^gritudine 
Lenienda, than an eclogue or georgick of YirgiPs ? The 
philosopher’s wise man and the poet’s husbandman agree in 
peace of mind, in a liberty and independency on fortune, and 
contempt of riches, power, and glory. Everything is placid 
and quiet in both : nothing j^erturbed or disordered. 

At secTira quieb, et nescia fallere vita— 

Speluncge, -vmque laci, at fngida Tempe, 

IVIugitusquG Tjoiini, mollesque sub arbore somni 

Non absint. 
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^ These lines will, in mj opinion, come nothing short of 
the instruction of the finest sentence in Cicero : and is more 
to me, as Yirgil^s life is more the subject of my ambition, 
being what I can apprehend to be more within my power. For 
the perfectly wise man, that- outbraves fortune, is surely 
greater than the husbandman who slips by her ; and, indeed, 
this pastoral and Saturnian happiness I have in a great mea- 
sure come at just now. I live like a king, pretty much by 
myself, neither full of action nor perturbation , — molles somnos. 
This state, however, I can foresee is not to be relied on. My 
peace of mind is not sufficiently confirmed by philosophy to 
withstand the blows of fortune. This greatness and elevation 
of soul is to be found only in study and contemplation — this 
can alone teach us to look down on human accidents. You 
must allow [me] to talk thus, like a philosopher : ^tis a sub- 
ject I think much on, and could talk all day long of. But I 
know I must not trouble you. Wherefore I wisely practise 
my rules, which prescribe to check our appetite ; and, for a 
mortification, shall descend from these superior regions to 
low and ordinary life ; and so far as to tell you, that John 
has bought a horse : he thinks it neither cheap nor dear. It 
cost six guineas, but will be sold cheaper against winter, 
which he is not resolved^on as yet. It has no fault, but 
bogles a little. It is tolerably well favoured, and paces natu- 
rally. Mamma bids me tell you, that Sir Johj^i HoiSe is not 
going to town ; but he saw Bccles imthe country, who says 
he will do nothing in that affam, for ke is only taking off old 
adjudications, so it is needless to let him see the papers. He 
desires you would trouble yourself to inquire about the Earle’s 
affairs, and advise us what to do in this affair. 

^ If it were not breaking the formal rule of connexions I 
have prescribed myself in this letter — and it did not seem 
unnatm'al to raise myself from so low affairs as horses and 
papers, to so high and elevate things as books and study — I 
would tell you that I read some of Longinus already, and 
that I am mightily delighted with him. I think he does 
really answer the character of being the great sublime he 
describes. He delivers his precepts with such force, as if he 
were enchanted with the subject ; and is himself an author 
that may be cited for an example to his own rules, by any 
one who shall be so adventurous as to write upon his sub- 
ject.’ 

VOT.. TTT. 
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Tlins lie was occupied for four years : devouring books, 
cross-examining tlie English metaphysicians, and jotting 
down his desultory doubts and criticisms. So he describes 
himself in a letter of a later date : 

^ ^Tis not long ago that I burned an old manuscript book, 
wrote before I was twenty, which contained, page after page, 
the gradual progress of my thoughts on that head. It began 
with an anxious search after arguments, to confirm the com- 
mon opinion ; doubts stole in, dissipated, returned ; were 
again dissipated, returned again ; and it was a perpetual 
smuggle of a restless imagination against inclination, perhaps 
against reason.’ ^ 

At last his health was a little broken. He appears to have 
suffered from torpidity of liver, caused by sedentary occu- 
pations and poor food. In a lettei- to a physician, never 
despatched, but found by Mr. Burton among the paj^ers in 
the possession of the Eoyal Society of Edinburgh, Hume 
describes minutely his manner of life, his hopes and his fears. 
The letter appears to have been written in 1734, when he 
was twenty-three yealrs of age ; and, with the exception of 
the medfcal details, it is here printed in full. 

Sib, — Not being acquainted with this handwriting, you 
will probably look to the botbom fo find the subscription, and 
not findkig anj-, will certainly wonder at this strange method 
of addi'essing you. I must here in the beginning beg you 
to excuse it, and, toJ*persuade you to read what follows 
with some attention, must tell you, that this gives you 
an opportunity to do a very good-natured action, which I 
believe is the most j>owerful argument I can use. I need not 
tell you, that I am your countryman, a Scotsman ; for with- 
out any such tie, I dare rely upon your humanity even to a 
perfect stranger, such as I am. The favour I beg of you is 
your advice, and the reason why I address myself in j)articular 
to you, need not be told, — as one must be a skilful physician, 
a man of letters, of wit, of good sense, and of great humanity, 
to give me a satisfying answer. I wish fame had pointed out 
to me more persons, in whom these qualities are united, in 
order to have kept me some time in snsj^ense. This I say 
in the sincerity of my heart, and “without any intention of 

^ jMarch 10, 1751. Life Tol i., p 332. The immediate refercuce is to the 
aigument of Cleanthes, lu the ‘Dialogues Concerning Natm’al Eehgion/ 

2 Life. Vol. 1 ., p 30. 
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making a compliment ; for tliougli it may seem neeessaiy, 
that, in the heginning of so niinsual a letter, I should say 
some fine things, to bespeak your good opinion, and remove 
any prejudices you may conceive at it, yet such an endeavour 
to be witty, would ill suit with the present condition of my 
mind ; which, I must confess, is not without anxiety con- 
cerning the judgment you will form of me. Trusting, how- 
ever, to your candour and generosity, I shall, without further 
preface, proceed to open up to you the present condition of 
my health, and to do that the more effectually, shall give you 
a kind of history of my life, after which you will easily learn 
why I keep my name a secret. 

Toil must know then that, from my earliest infancy, I 
found always a strong inclination to books and letters. As 
our college education in Scotland, extending little further 
than the languages, ends commonly when we are about four- 
teen or fifteen years of age, I was after that left to my own 
choice in my reading, and found it incline me almost equally 
to books of reasoning and j)hilosophy, and to poetry and the 
pohte authors. Every one who is acquainted either with the 
philosophers or critics, knows that there is nothing yo’t estab- 
lished in either of these two sciences, and that they contain 
little more than endless disputes, even in the most funda- 
mental articles. Upon examination of these, I :^und a 
certain boldness of temper growing in me, wKich was not 
inclined to submit to any authority in these subjects, but led 
me to seek out some new medium, by #hich truth might be 
established. After much study and reflection on this, at 
last, when I was about eighteen years of age, there seemed 
to be opened up to me a new scene of thought, which trans- 
ported me beyond measure, and made me, with an ardour 
natural to young men, throw up every other j)leasure or 
business to apply enthely to it. The law, which was the 
business I designed to follow, appeared nauseous to me, and 
I could think of no other way of pushing my fortune in the 
world, but that of a scholar and philosopher, I was infinitely 
happy in this course of life for some months 5 till at last, 
about the beginning of September, 1729, all my ardour 
seemed in a moment to be extinguished, and I could no longer 
raise my mind to that pitch, which formerly gave me such 
excessive pleasure. I felt no uneasiness or want of spirits, 
when I laid aside my book 5 and therefore never imagined 
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there was any bodily distemper in the case, but that my 
coldness proceeded from a laziness of temper, which must be 
overcome by redoubling my application. In this condition I 
remained for nine months, very uneasy to myself, as you may 
well imagine, but without growing any worse, which was a 
miracle. There was another particular, which contributed, 
more than any thing, to waste my spirits and bring on me 
this distemper, which was, that having read many books of 
morality, such as Cicero, Seneca, and Plutarch, and being 
smit with their beautiful representations of virtue and phi- 
losophy, I undertook the improvement of my temper and 
will, along witli my reason and understanding. I was con- 
tinually fortifying myself with reflections against death, and 
poverty, and shame, and pain, and all the other calamities of 
life. These no doubt are exceeding useful, when joined with 
an active life, because the occasion being presented along 
with the reflection, works it into the soul, and makes it take 
a deep impression ; but in solitude they serve to little other 
purpose, than to waste the spirits, the force of the mind 
meeting'with no resistance, but wasting itself in the air, like 
our arm when it misses its aim. This, however, I did not 
learn but by experience, and till I had already ruined my 
health, though I was not s^sible of it. * * 

^ Though I was sorry to find myself engaged with so 
tedious' a distemper, yet the knowledge of it set me very 
much at ease, by satirfying me that my former coldness pro- 
ceeded not from any defect of temper or genius, but from a 
disease to which any one may be subject. I now began to 
take some indulgence to myself; studied moderately, and 
only when I found my spirits at their highest pitch, leaving 
off before I was weary, and trifling away the rest of my time 
in the best manner I could. In this way, I lived with satis- 
faction enough ; and on my return to town next winter found 
my spirits very much recruited, so that, though they sank 
under me in the higher flights of genius, yet I was able to 
make considerable progress in my former designs. I was 
very regular in my diet and way of hfe from the beginning, 
and all that winter made rt a constant rule to ride twice or 
thrice a-week, and walk every day. Eor these reasons I ex- 
pected, when I returned to the country, and could renew my 
exercise with less interruption, that I would perfectly recover. 
But in this I was much mistaken. ^ 
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^ Thus I have given you a full account of the condition of 
my body ; and without staying to ask pardon, as I ought to 
do, for so tedious a story, shall explain to you how my mind 
'‘stood all this time, which on every occasion, especially in this 
distemper, have a very near connexion together. Having 
now time and leisure to cool my inflamed imagination, I 
began to consider seriously how I should proceed in my phi- 
losophical inquiries. I found that the moral philosophy 
transmitted to us by antiquity laboured under the same in- 
convenience that has been found in their natural philosophy, 
of being entirely hypothetical, and depending more upon 
invention than experience : every one consulted his fancy in 
erecting schemes of virtue and of happiness, without regarding 
human nature, upon which every moral conclusion must 
depend. This, therefore, I resolved to make **my principal 
study, and the source from which I would derive every truth 
in criticism as well as morality. I believe it is a cex'tain fact, 
that most of the philosophers who have gone before us, have 
been overthrown by the greatness of their genius, and that 
little more is required to make a man succeed in tliis study, 
than to throw off all prejudices either for his own^'opinions 
or for those of others. At least this is all I have to depend 
on for the truth of my reasonpgs, which I have multiplied 
to such a degree, that within these three years, I find I have 
scribbled many a quire of paper, in which there is^ nothing 
contained but my own inventions. This, with the reading 
most of the celebrated books in Latiif, French, and English, 
and acquiring the Italian, you may think a sufficient business 
for one in perfect health, and so it would had it been done to 
any purpose ; but my disease was a cruel encumbrance on 
me. I found that I was not able to follow out any train of 
thought, by one continued stretch of view, but by repeated 
interruptions, and by refreshing my eye from time to time 
upon other objects. Yet with this inconvenience I have 
collected the rude materials for many volumes 5 but in re- 
ducing these to words, when one must bring the idea he 
comprehended in gross, nearer to him, so as to contemplate 
its minutest parts, and keep it steadily in his eye, so as to 
copy these parts in order, — this I found impracticable for me, 
nor were my spirits equal to so severe an employment. Here 
lay my greatest calamity. I had no hopes of delivering my 
opinions with such elegance and neatness, as to draw to me 
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the attention of the world, and I would ratlier live and die 
in obscmitj than produce them maimed and imj^erfect. 

^ Such a miserable disappointment I scarce ever remember 
to have heard of. The small distance betwixt me and perfect^ 
health makes me the more uneasy in my present situation. 
It is a weakness rather than a lowness of spirits which 
troubles me, and there seems to be as great a difference 
betwixt my distemper and common vapours, as betwixt 
vapours and madness. I have noticed in the writings of the 
French mystics, and in those of our fanatics here, that when 
they give a history of the situation of their souls, they men- 
tion a coldness and desertion of the spirit, which frequently 
returns ; and some of them, at the beginning, have been 
tormented with it many years. As this kind of devotion 
depends ent&ely on the force of j^assion, and consequently of 
the animal S2'>iriis5 I have often thought that their case and 
mine were pretty parallel, and that then ra^Dturous admira- 
tions might discompose the fabric of the nerves and brain, as 
much as profound reflections, and that warmth or enthusiasm 
which is inseparable /rom them. 

^ Howlever this may be, I have not come out of the cloud 
so well as they commonly tell us they have done, or rather 
began to despah of ever recovering. To keep myself from 
being melancholy on so dismal a prospect, my only security 
was in p'eevish reflections on the vanity of the world and of 
all human glory ; which, however just sentiments they may 
be esteemed, I have ftund can never be sincere, except in 
those who are possessed of them. Being sensible that all 
my philosoiDhy would never make me contented in my present 
situation, I began to rouse up myself ; and being encouraged 
by instances of recovery from worse degrees of this distemper, 
as well as by the assurances of my physicians, I began to 
think of something more effectual than I had hitherto tried. 
I found, that as there are two things veiy bad for this dis- 
temper, study and idleness, so there are two things very good, 
business and diversion ; and that my whole time was spent 
betwixt the bad, with little or no share of the good. For 
this reason I resolved to seek out a more active life, and 
though I could not quit my pretensions in learning but with 
my last breath, to lay them aside for some time, in order the 
more effectually to resume them. Upon examination, I found 
my choice confined to two kinds of life, that of a travellingr 
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governor, and tliat of a mercliant. The first, besides that it 
is in some respects an idle life, was, I found, unfit for me ; 
and that because from a sedentary and retired way of living, 
from a bashful temper, and from a narrow fortune, I had been 
little accustomed to general companies, and had not confidence 
and knowledge enough of the world to push my fortune, or 
to be serviceable in that way. I therefore fixed my choice 
upon a merchant ; and having got recommendation to a con- 
siderable trader in Bristol, I am just now hastening thither, 
with a resolution to forget myself, and every thing that is 
past, to engage myself, as far as is possible, in that course of 
life, and to toss about the world, from the one pole to the 
other, till I leave this distemper behind me.’ 

In consequence of this indisposition, his friends induced 
him to enter a merchant’s office at Bristol 5 but after a brief 
trial he returned to his favourite pursuits, and crossing to 
France, and settling ^ first at Heims, but chiefly at La Fleche 
in Anjou,’ he occupied three years in collecting the passages 
in his manuscripts which dealt with th^ philosophies of Locke 
and Berkeley, and in preparing them for the imess? ^ Towards 
the close of 1737 he left France, and came to London, to 
negotiate for the publication of two volumes of a ^ Treatise 
of Human NTature.’ The ^following letters to Henry Home, 
afterwards Lord Eames, deserve to be quoted^ — 

a ‘London, December 2, 1737. 

^ Dear Sir, — I am sorry I am not able to satisfy your 
curiosity by giving you some general notion of the plan upon 
which I proceed. But my opinions are so new, and even 
some terms that I am obliged to make use of, that I could 
not propose, by any abridgment, to give my system an air of 
likelihood, or so much as make it intelligible. It is a thing 
I have in vain attempted already, at a gentleman’s request in 
this place, who thought it would help him to comprehend and 
judge of my notions, if he saw them all at once before him. 
I have had a greater desire of communicating to you the 
j)lan of the whole, that I believe it will not appear in public 
before the beginning of next winter. For, besides that it 
would be difficult to have it printed before the rising of the 
parliament, I must confess I am not ill pleased witli a little 
delay, that it may appear wuth as few imperfections as pos- 
sible. I have been here near three months, always within a 

r 
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week of agreeing with, my printers ; and yon may imagine I 
did not forget the work itself during that time, where I began 
to feel some passages weaker for the style and diction than 
I conld hare wished. The nearness and greatness of the 
event roused up my attention, and made me more difficult to 
please, than when I was alone in perfect ti'anquillity in France. 
But here I must tell you one of my foibles. I have a great 
inclination to go down to Scotland this spring to see my 
friends ; and have your advice concerning my philosophical 
discoveries 5 but cannot overcome a certain shame-facedness 
I have to appear among you at my years, without having yet 
a settlement, or so much as attempted any. How happens it 
that we philosophers cannot as heartily despise the world as 
it despises us ? I think in my conscience the contempt were 
as well founded on om* side as on the other. ^ ^ 

^ Tour thoughts and mine agree with respect to Dr. Butler, 
and I would be glad to be introduced to him. I am at pre- 
sent castrating my work, that is, cutting off its nobler parts ; 
that is, endeavouring it shall give as little offence as possible, 
before which, I could not pretend to put it into the Doctor’s 
hands. This is a piece"* of cowardice, for which I blame myself, 
though I believe none of my friends will blame me. But I 
was resolved not to be an enthusiast in philosophy, while I 
was blaming other enthusiasms.’ ^ 

Again, on March 4, 1788, he writes : — 

‘ I shah, not trouble yiou with any foimial compliments or 
thanks, which would be but an ill return for the kindness 
you have done me in writing in my behalf, to one you are so 
little acquainted with as Dr. Butler; and, I am afraid, 
stretching the truth in favour of a friend, I have called 
upon the Doctor, with a design of delivering him your letter, 
but find he is at present in the country. I am a little ansious 
to have the Doctor’s opinion. My own I dare not trust to ; 
both because it concerns myself, and because it is so variable, 
that I know not how to fix it. Sometimes it elevates me 
above the clouds ; at other times, it depresses me with doubts 
and fears ; so that, whatever be my success, I cannot be 
entirely disappointed. Somebody has told me that you might 
perhaps be in London this spring. I should esteem this a 
very lucky event ; and notwithstanding all the pleasures of 
^ Life. Vol 1 , p 62 . 
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the town, I would certainly engage you to iDass some philo- 
sophical evenings with me, and either correct my judgment, 
where you differ fi'om me, or confirm it where we agree. I 
believe I have some need of the one, as well as the other ; 
and though the propensity to diffidence be an error on the 
better side, yet ^tis an error, and dangerous as well as dis- 
agreeable.^^ 

On September 26, 1738, he sold the copyright of the two 
volumes for 50Z. to John Noone, of Cheapside, and they ap- 
peared in January 1739, with the follomng advertisement: — 

^ADVERTISEMENT. 

‘'Mt design in the present Work is sufficiently explained 
in the Introduction. The reader must only observe, that all 
the subjects I have there planned out to myself are not treated 
in these two volumes. The subjects of the Understanding 
and Passions make a complete chain of reasoning by them- 
selves ; and I was willing to take advantage of this natural 
division, in order to try the taste of the Public. If I have 
the good fortune to meet with success, I shall proceed to the 
examination of Morals, Politics, and CriticismJ^ yvhich will 
complete this Treatise of Human Nature. The approbation 
of the Public I consider as the greatest reward of my labours; 
but am determined to regard^its judgment, whatever it be, as 
my best instruction.’ ^ t 

On February 13, he wrote to H. Home : — 

^ Sir, — I thought to have wroteHhis from a place nearer 
you than London, but have been detained here by contrary 
winds, which have kept all Berwick ships fi:om sailing. ’Tis 
now a fortnight since my book was published ; and, besides 
many other considerations, I thought it would contribute 
very much to my tranquillity, and might spare me many mor- 
tifications, to be in the country while the success of the work 
was doubtful. I am afraid ’twill remain so very long. Those 
who are accustomed to reflect on such abstract subjects, are 
commonly full of prejudices ; and those who are unprejudiced 
are unacquainted with metaphysical reasonings. My prin- 
ciples are also so remote from all the vulgar sentiments on 
the subject, that were they to take place, they would produce 
almost a total alteration in philosophy ; and you know, revo- 
lutions of this kind are not easily brought about. I am 

J Life. Vol i., p 6i. 
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young enongk to see wliat will become of the matter ; but 
am apprebensive lest the chief reward I shall have for some 
time will be the pleasure of studying on such important sub- 
jects, and the approbation of a few judges. Among the rest, 
you may believe I aspire to your approbation ; and nest to 
that, to your free censure and criticism. I shall present you 
with a copy as soon as I come to Scotland ; and hope your 
curiosity, as well as friendship, will make you take the pains 
of perusing it. 

If you know anybody that is a judge, you would do me 
a sensible pleasure in engaging him to a serious perusal of 
the book. ’Tis so rare to meet with one that will take pains 
on a book, that does not come recommended by some great 
name or authority, that I must confess I am as fond of 
meeting with such a one as if I were sure of his approbation. 
I am, however, so doubtful in that particular, that I have 
endeavoured all I could to conceal my name; though I 
believe I have not been so cautious in this respect as I ought 
to have been. 

^ I have sent the Bishop of Bristol a copy, but could not 
wait on him with your letter after he had arrived at that 
dignity. At least I thought it would be to no purpose after 
I began the printing. You’ll excuse the frailty of an author 
in writing so long a letter about nothing but his own per- 
formances.'" Authors have this privilege in common with 
lovers ; and founded on the same reason, that they are both 
besotted with a blind fondness of their object. I have been 
upon my guard against this frailty ; but perhaps this has 
rather turned to my j)rejudice. The reflection on our caution 
is apt to give us a more imj)licit confidence afterwards, when 
we come to form a judgment.’ ‘ 

About the same time, he wi*ote to Michael Eamsay. 

‘ As to myself, no alteration has happened to my fortune : 
nor have 1 taken the least step towards it. I hope things 
^vill be riper next winter ; and I would not aim at any thing 
tiU I could judge of my success in my grand undertaking, 
and see upon what footing I shall stand in the world. I am 
afraid, however, that I shall not have any great succf ' s of a 
sudden. Such performances make their way very he 7 ily at 
first, when they are not recommended by any great lame or 
authority.’ ^ 

* Life. Vol, 1 ., p* 105. 2 Life, Vol i, p, ip7. 
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The next letter is dated June 1, and is addressed to 
H. Home. 

^ Dear Sir, — Ton see I am Letter than my word, having 
sent you two papers instead of one. I have hints for two or 
three more, which I shall execute at my leisure. I am not 
much in the humour of such compositions at present, having 
received news from London of the success of my Philosophy, 
which is but indifferent, if I may judge by the sale of the 
book, and if I may believe my bookseller. I am now out of 
humour with myself ; but doubt not, in a little time, to be 
only out of humour with the world, like other unsuccessful 
authors. After all, I am sensible of my folly in enteifaining 
any discontent, much more despair, upon this account, since 
I could not expect any better from such abstract reasoning ; 
nor, indeed, did I promise myself much better. My fondness 
for what I imagined new discoveries, made me overlook all 
common rules of prudence ; and, having enjoyed the usual 
satisfaction of projectors, ’tis but just I should meet with 
their disappointments. However, as ^tis observed with such 
sort of people, one project generally succeeds another, I 
doubt not but in a day or two I shall be as easy "as ever, in 
hopes that truth will prevail at last over the indifference and 
opposition of the world." 

^ You see I might at present subscribe myself your most 
Imimlle servant with great propriety : but, Notwithstanding, 
shall presume to call myself your ihost affectionate friend as 
well as humble servant.’ ^ 

Nevertherless, he would not abandon hope, and busied 
himself with preparing a third volume for the press. This 
he submitted to Francis Hutcheson, then Professor of Moral 
Philosophy in the University of Glasgow. On receiving 
Hutcheson’s comments, he replied as follows : — 

‘Nmom‘lls, 1739. 

Sir, — I am much obliged to you for your reflections on 
my papers. I have perused them with care, and find they 
will be of use to me. You have mistaken my meaning in 
some passages, which, upon examination, I have found to 
proceed from some ambiguity or defect in my expression. 

^ What affected me most in your remarks, is your observ- 
ing that there wants a certain warmth in the cause of virtue, 

» Life. Vol. 1 ., p. 108. 
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wHcli you tliink all good men would relisli, and could not 
displease amidst abstract inquiries. I must own this has not 
happened by chance, but is the effect of a reasoning either 
good or bad. There are different ways of examining the 
mind, as well as the body. One may consider it either as an 
anatomist or as a painter : either to discover its most secret 
springs and principles, or to describe the grace and beauty 
of its actions. I imagine it impossible to conjoin these two 
views. Where you pull off the skin, and display aU the 
minute parts, there appears something trivial, even in the 
noblest attitudes and most vigorous actions ; nor can you 
ever render the object graceful or engaging, but by clothing 
the j)arts again with skin and flesh, and presenting only their 
bare outside. An anatomist, however, can give very good 
advice to a painter or statuary. And, in like manner, I am 
2 :)ersuaded that a meta23hysician may be very helpful to a 
moralist, though I cannot easily conceive these two characters 
united in the same work. Any warm sentiment of morals, 
I am afraid, would have the air of declamation amidst abstract 
reasonings, and would be esteemed contrary to good taste. 
And though I am mucfi more ambitious <5f being esteemed a 
friend to virtue than a writer of taste, yet I must always carry 
the latter in my eye, othervrise^I must despair of ever being 
serviceable to virtue. I hope these reasons will satisfy you ; 
though at the same time I intend to make a new trial, if it 
be possible to make the moralist and metaphysician agree a 
little better. <' 

^ I cannot agree to your sense of natural, ^Tis founded on 
final causes, which is a consideration that appears to me 
pretty uncertain and unphiloso23hical. For, pray, what is the 
end of man ? Is he created for happiness, or for virtue ? for 
this life, or for the next? for himself, or for his Maker? 
Your definition of natural depends upon solving these ques- 
tions, which are endless, and quite wide of my purpose. I 
have never called justice unnatural, but only ariificial. 

At qiie 'ipsa iifilltas, jusli prope mater et cequi^^^ says one of 
the best moralists of antiquity. Grotius and Puffendorf, to 
be consistent, must assert the same. 

^ Whether natural abilities be virtue, is a dispute of words. 
I think I follow the common use of language ; virius signified 
chiefly courage among the Eomans. I was just now reading 

this character of Alexander VI. in Guicciardin. In Ales- 

* 
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sandro sesto fa solertia et sagacita singnlare : eonsiglio 
eccellente, efficaeia a persuadere maravigliosa, et a tatte le 
faccende gravi, soUicitadine, et destrezza incredibile. Ma 
erano qaeste virtu avanzate di grande intervallo da vitii.^^ 
Were benevolence the only virtue, no characters could be 
mixed, but would depend entirely on their degrees of benevo- 
lence. Upon the whole, I desire to take my catalogue of 
virtues from Cicero’s Offices,” not from The Whole Duty of 
Man.” I had indeed the former book in my eye in all my 
reasonings. 

^ I have many other reflections to communicate to you ; 
but it would be troublesome. I shall therefore conclude with 
telling you, that I intend to follow your advice in altering 
most of those passages you have remarked as defective in 
point of prudence ; though, I must own, I think you a little 
too delicate. Except a man be in orders, or be immediately 
concerned in the instruction of youth, I do not think his 
character depends upon his philosophical speculations, as the 
world is now modelled ; and a little liberty seems requisite 
to bring into the public notice a book that is calculated for 
few readers. I hope you will allow me the freedom of con- 
sulting you when I am in any difficulty, and believe me, &c. 

^P.S. — I cannot forbear recommending another thing to 
your consideration. Actions are not virtuous nor vicious, but 
only so far as they are proofs of certain qualities or durable 
principles in the mind. This is a point I should have 
established more expressly than I have done. Now, I desire 
you to consider if there be any quality that is virtuous, with- 
out having a tendency either to the public good or to the 
good of the person who possesses it. If there be none with- 
out these tendencies, we may conclude that their merit is 
derived fi:om sympathy. I desire you would only consider the 
tendencies of qualities, not their actual operations, which 
depend on chance. Brukis riveted the chains of Rome faster 
by his opposition 5 but the natural tendency of his noble 
dispositions — his public spirit and magnanimity — was to 
establish her liberty. 

^ Ton are a great admirer of Oicero as well as I am. Please 
to review the fourth book De Finibus Bonorum et Maloy^tm : 
where you find him prove against the Stoics, that if there be 
no other goods but virtue, ^tis impossible there can be any 
vii‘tue, because the mind would then want all motives to 
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begin its actions upon ; and ’tis on tbe goodness or badness 
of tbe motives that the virtue of the action depends. This 
proves, that to every virtuous action there must be a motive 
or impelling passion distinct from the virtue, and that virtue 
can never be the sole motive to any action. You do not 
assent to this ; though I think there is no proposition more 
certain or important. I must OTvn my proofs were not dis- 
tinct enough and must be altered. Ton see with what re- 
luctance I part with you, though I believe it is time I should 
ask your pardon for so much trouble.^ ^ 

When this volume was ready, Hume changed his publisher. 
Although, as Mi\ Burton observes, SOL was a fair sum ^for 
an edition of a new metaphysical work, by an unknown and 
young author, born and brought uj) in a remote part of the 
empire,^ and although NToone rei^orted that the book did not 
sell, Hmne was suspicious, and, looking back upon it as a 
bad bargain, availed himself of Hutcheson’s good offices to 
obtain an introduction to Thomas Longman. Upon this 
subject he wrote to Hutcheson, — 

/ ‘ 16th Marct, 1740. 

^ Dear Sir, — I must trouble you to write that letter you 
was so kind as to offer to Longman the bookseller. I con- 
cluded somewhat of a hasty Ijargain with my bookseller, 
fr’om indolence and an aversion to bargaining ; as also because 
I was told “Siat few or no booksellers would engage for one 
edition with a new authoi'C I was also determined to keep 
my name a secret for somfe time, though I find I have failed 
in that point. I sold one edition of these two volumes for 
fifty guineas, and also engaged myself heedlessly in a clause, 
which may prove troublesome, viz. that upon printing a 
second edition I shall take all the copies remaining upon 
hand at the bookseller’s price at the time. ’Tis in order to 
have some check upon my bookseller, that I would willingly 
engage with another : and I doubt not but your recommen-* 
dation would be very serviceable to me, even though you be 
not personally acquainted with him. 

^ I wait with some impatience for a second edition, princi- 
pally on account of alterations I intend to make in my j^er- 
formance. This is an advantage that we authors possess 
since the invention of printing, and renders the nonuyn 
prematur in minim not so necessary fco us as to the ancients. 

^ Life, Vol 1 ,, x>. 112. 
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Without it I should have been guilty of a very great temerity, 
to j)ublish at my years so many novelties in so delicate a part 
of phdosophy ; and at any rate, I am afraid that I must 
plead as my excuse that very circumstance of youth which 
may be urged against me. I assure you, that without run- 
ning any of the heights of scepticism, I am apt in a cool 
hour to suspect, in general, that most of my reasonings wiU 
be more useful by furnishing hhits and exciting people’s 
curiosity, than as containing any XDrinciples that will augment 
the stock of knowledge, that must pass to future ages. I 
wish I could discover more fully the particulars wherein I 
have failed. I admire so much the candour I have observed 
in Mr. Locke, yourself, and a very few more, that I would be 
extremely ambitious of imitating it, by frankly confessing 
my errors. If I do not imitate it, it must proceed neither 
from my being free from errors nor want of inclination, but 
from my real unaffected ignorance. I shall consider more 
carefully all the particulars you mention to me : though with 
regard to ahstmct ideas^ ’tis with dif&culty I can entertain a 
doubt on that head, notwithstanding -your authority. Our 
conversation together has furnished hie a hint, with which 
I shall augment the second edition. ^Tis this — the word 
sim;ple idea is an abstraetoterm, comx)rehending difiFereiit in- 
dividuals that are similar. Yet the point of their similarity, 
from the very nature of such ideas, is not dyitinct nor sepa- 
rable from the rest. Is not this a jn-oof, among many others, 
that there may be a similarity without any possible separation 
even in thought? 

^ I must consult you in a i)oint of prudence. I have con- 
cluded a reasoning with these two sentences : When you 
pronounce any action or character to be vicious, you mean 
nothing but that, from the x)articular constitution of your 
nature, you have a feeling or sentiment of blame from the 
contemplation of it. Vice and virtue, therefore, may be 
compared to sounds, colours, heat, and cold, which, according 
to modern philosophy, are not qualities in objects, but per- 
ceptions in the mind. And this discovery in morals, like that 
other in physics, is to be regarded as a mighty advancement 
of the speculative sciences, though like that too it has little 
or no influence on x)ractice.^ ^ 

* ‘ See tins passage in the ‘ Treatise of •v\ here it appears with no other Yana- 
Human Nature,” Book in. Parti, sect, 1, tion than the substitution of the woicl 
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^ Is not this laid a little too strong ? I desire your opinion 
of it, though I cannot entirely promise to conform myself to 
it I wish from my heart I could avoid concluding, that 
since morality, according to your opinion, as well as mine, 
is determined merely by sentiment, it regards only human 
nature and human life. This has been often urged against 
you, and the consequences are very momentous. If you make 
any alterations in your performances, I can assure you, there 
are many who desire you would more fully consider this point, 
if you think that the truth lies on the popular side. Other- 
wise common prudence, your character, and situation, forbid 
you [to] touch upon it. If morality were determined by 
reason, that is the same to all rational beings ; but nothing 
but experience can assure us that the sentiments are the 
same. What" experience have we with regard to superior 
beings ? How can we ascribe to them any sentiments at all ? 
They have implanted those sentiments in us for the conduct 
of life like our bodily sensations, which they possess not 
themselves. I expect no answer to these diflS.culties in the 
compass of a letter. /Tis enough if you have patience to 
read so long a letter as this.^ ^ 

Mr. Longman published the volume; on what terms, is not 
known. 

The following advertisement was prefixed to it : — 

^ I think it proper to Morm the public, that tho’ this be a 
third volume of the “ Treatise of Human Nature,’^ yet ’tis in 
some measure independent of the other two, and requires not 
that the reader should enter into all the abstract reasonings 
contained in them. I am hopeful it may be understood by 
ordinary readers, with as little attention as is usually given 
to any books of reasoning. It must only be observ’d, that I 
continue to make use of the terms, impressions and ideas, in 
the same sense as formerly; and that by impressions I mean 
our stronger perceptions, such as our sensations, affections 
and sentiments ; and by ideas the fainter perceptions, or the 
copies of these in the memory and imagination.’ 

In the letter to Hutcheson last quoted, it wiU be noticed 
that Hume still anticipated a second edition. But although 

con&idtral)lo,” for miglity It tliua ap- as to induce the author materidlly to 
poarfa that -s^hateTer remarks Ilutcheson alter it.’ — Mr. UuJiTON. 
made on the passage, they 'w^cre not such 

^ Life. Vol. 1 , p 117* 



HISTORY OF THE EDITIONS. 


sa 


his hopes were not quenched, a tone of disappointment can he 
detected in the third volume. In 17S9, he had spoken fa- 
vourably of the attention paid to Philosophy in England. 

•^Eeckoning from Thales to Socrates, the space of time is 
nearly equal to that betwixt my Lord Bacon and some late 
philosophers in England, (Mr. Locke, my Lord Shaffcsbury, 
Dr. Mandeville, Mr. Hutchinson, Dr. Butler, &c.), who have 
begun to put the science of man on a new footing, and have 
engaged the attention, and excited the curiosity of the public. 
So time it is, that however other nations may rival us in 
poetry, and excel us in some other agreeable arts, the im- 
provements in reason and jihilosophy can only be owing to a 
land of toleration and of liberty.^ ^ ^ We now proceed to 

explain the nature of personal identity^ which has become 
so gimat a question in philosophy, especially of late years, in 
England, where all the abstruser sciences are studied with 
a peculiar ardour and application/ ^ But in the third volume 
he wrote; ^Without this advantage, I never should have 
ventured upon a third volume of such abstruse philosophy, 
in an age wherein the greatest part of" men seem -agreed to 
convert reading into an amusement and to reject every thing 
that requires any considerable degree of attention to be com- 
prehended.^^ And, further, i^ may be observed that the 
Advertisement attempts to dissociate this volume from the 
preceding ones, and to secure for it a wider aufdence. 

Before long his hopes were finally dashed to the ground. 
As he says in his autobiography, ^ITever literary attempt 
was more unfortunate than my Treatise of Human Nature.^’ 
It fell dead-horn from the jyresSy without reaching such dis- 
tinction as even to excite a murmur among the zealots.^ The 
last statement admits of a trifling correction. In a letter^ to 
Hutcheson dated March 4, 1740, he says : — 

^ My bookseller has sent to Mr. Smith’’ a copy of my book, 
which I hope he has received, as well as your letter. I have 
not yet heard what he has done with the abstract ; perhaps 
you have. I have got it printed in London, but not in The 
WorTis of the Learned^ there having been an article with 
regard to my book, somewhat abusive, printed in that work, 
before I sent up the abstract.’® 

* \’'ol 1 ., p 308 ® Hr Burton ‘believes that tins Tras 

2 Vol. 1 , p. 539. Adam Smith 

® Vol 11 , p 234 ® HS. liSE. Of this abstract the 

^ Life. Vol. 1 ^p. 116 Edicor has discovered no trace, 

vnr.- TTT ■n 
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The review in question^ one of the longest in this magazine, 
consists of two notices in the numbers for NTovember and 
December, 1739, occnppng in all 51 j)ages. The object of the 
reviewer is not to discuss the argument of the book, but to " 
give a synopsis of its contents, and, as far as possible, to leave 
the author to speak for himself in lengthy quotations, which, 
however, are accompanied by an ironical comment. At the 
outset the reviewer remarks upon the most prominent blemish 
in style. ^ This work abounds thi’oughout with Egotisms. The 
Author could scarcely use that Form of Speech more fre- 
quently, if he had written his own Memoirs.^ 

He is delighted, as might be expected, with the passage in 
which mistaken reasoning is explained by the blunders of 
the animal spirits in rummaging among the cells of the 
brain. The melancholy confessions of the Conclusion of the 
Fourth Part of Book I. receive a fair slia,ro of compassion : 
and the article ends with the following paragraphs : 

^ I will take Leave of our Author while he is in this chear- 
ful Mood, in this agreeable Situation ; for, by looking forward, 
I perceive him extremely ready to relapse into profound 
Meditations on incomprehensible Subjects, and so into Scep- 
ticism, Chagrin, and aU that gloomy frightful Ti'ain of Ideas 
from whence he is but this Jdouient emerged. Whether I 
shall wait upon him any more, and venture with him into 
those im^hens:^ Depths of Philosophy which he launches into 
in his second Volume, I am not yet determined. Perhaps I 
have already and suffictently answered the End of this Article, 
which is to make fche Treatise it refers to more generally 
known than I think it has been ; to bring it, as far as I am 
able, into the Observation of the Learned, who are the proper 
Judges of its Contents, who will give a Sanction to its Doc- 
trines, where they are true and useful, and who have Autho- 
rity to correct the Mistakes where they are of a different 
Nature ; and lastly, to hint to the ingenious Writer, whoever 
he is, some Particulars in his Performance, that may require 
a very serious Eeconsideration. It bears indeed incontes- 
table Marks of a great Capacity, of a soaring Genius, but 
young, and not yet thoroughly practised. The Subject is 
vast and noble as any that can exercise the Understanding ; 
but it requires a very mature Judgment to handle it as be- 
comes its Dignity and ImjDortauce; the utmost Prudence, 
Tenderness and Delicacy, are requisite to this desirable Issue. 
Time and Use mav ri-npn fiioon : 
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■\ve shall probably have Eeason to consider this, compared 
■with his later Productions, in the same Light as we view 
the Juvenile Works of Milton^ or the first Manner of a 
tlrqoliael, to other celebrated Painters.’ 

Two passages in the article may be quoted, as illustrating 
the repute in which Locke and Berkeley were held at the time. 

^ A man, who has never had the Pleasure of reading Mr. 
Lockers incomparable Essay, will peruse our Author with 
much less Disgust, than those can who have been used to the 
irresistible Eeasoning and wonderful Perspicuity of that ad- 
mirable Writer.’ .... 

^It is above twenty Years since I looked over that Piece of 
Dr. Berkelei/Sy which contains this most precious discovery,^ 
and, if I remember right, that Gentleman himself boasts of 
some mighty Advantages that would accrue from it to the 
Commonwealth of Learning. The Acquisition of Science 
was to become exceeding easy, and several Difficulties, that 
were used grievously to perplex Mathematicians and Meta- 
physicians, were to sink before it : In short, it was to do 
such Peats in behalf of Knowledge, as ‘^lo Principle beside 
was able to perform. But notwithstanding all these Benefits 
that were to accompany it, I do not find it has met with any 
favourable Eeception among the Literati ; or that many 
Persons of Ability and Penetration are become D^ciples : 
Its Portune may now perhaps be more prospercfus under the 
Auspices of its new Patron, who, we sSe, undertakes to raise 
it above all Opj)Osition.’ 

The intention to return to the subject was never fulfilled 
by the reviewer : neither the second nor the third volume is 
mentioned in the History of the Works of the Learned. 
With the excei)tion of this criticism the Treatise was unno- 
ticed, and Hume believed that the labour of his life had been 
thi’own away. This was the severest blow that Hume ever 
experienced, and its history supplies the clue to the develop- 
ment of his character. 

Henceforth, by a natural revulsion of sentiment, he re- 
garded the Treatise with aversion. This feeling was strength- 
ened by a growing dislike to the many faults of style which 
disfigure it. The abundant Scotticisms^ became more and 

‘Berkeleys doctrine of Abstract “I -wonder (said Johnson) that should 
General Ideas find them.”’ — IJ<*fa^vLll The cullectioa 

* ‘I told him llial David Hume Jiad of >'^cotticisnis is pimted in Vol. iv. 
made a short collecAiuu of Scotticisms 
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more repugnant to a writer, wlio ardently desired to be mis- 
taken for an Englisliman in grammar and diction. Tlie 
constant repetition of such egotisms as ^ I think’ and am 
convinc’d’ disgusted a critic, who fastidiously weighed every 
phrase of his Essays as they passed through successive 
editions. The fragmentary nature of the argument : the 
lack of literai’y finish : the traces of a recluse, who had mixed 
little in society: the dogmatic tone of the argument: the 
dry, a ^priori mode of reasoning : the close adherence to the 
lines marked out by Locke and Berkeley, owing to which 
the Treatise can hardly stand alone : a certain want of cohe- 
rence between the various trains of thought : all these were 
further considerations which tended to inflame a bitter sense 
of mortification. Eew men of letters have been at heart so 
vain and greedy of fame as was Hume. In all other respects 
he learned to school his temj)er5 but his appetite for ap- 
plause was insatiable, and even his publisher had on occasion 
to rebuke the philosopher. 

Of his feelings at the time we possess no record ; but the 
following letter, written long afterwards, exhibits his maturer 
judgment. 

^ I believe the Philosophical Essays contain every thing of 
consequence relating to the understanding, which you would 
meet with in the Treatise 5 and I give you my advice against 
reading"^ the"* latter. By shortening and simplifying the 
questions, I really hender them much more complete. 
Addo dim mimio. Tfie philosophical principles are the same 
in both ; but I was earned away by the heat of youth and 
invention to publish too preciintately. — So vast an under- 
taking, planned before I was one-and-twenty, and composed 
before twenty-five, must necessarily be very defective. I 
have repented my haste a hundred, and a hundred times.’ ^ 

Another letter may be quoted ; to whom written, and when, 
is not known : Mr. Burton conjectures, at an advanced period 
of life. 

^ That you may see I would no way sci'uple of owning my 
mistakes in argument, I shall acknowledge (what is infinitely 
more material) a very great mistake in conduct, viz. my pub- 
lishing at all the Treatise of Human ISTatare,” a book which 
pretended to innovate in all the sublimest paths of philosophy, 
and which I composed before 1 was five-and-twenty ; above 

' Letter to Gilbert Elliot of iVTinf-n 17^1 T ifn ivi i 
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all, tlie positive air wliicli prevails in that boot, and which 
may be imputed to the ardour of youth, so much displeases 
me, that I have not patience to review it. But what success 
the same doctrines, better illustrated and expressed, may 
meet with, adlmic sub jucUce Us est. The arguments have been 
laid before the world, and by some philosophical minds have 
been attended to. I am willing to be instructed by the 
public ; though human life is so short, that I despair of ever 
seeing the decision. I wish I had always confined myself to 
the more easy parts of erudition i but you will excuse me 
from submitting to a proverbial decision, let it even be in 
Greek.’ ^ 

From these extracts it appears that the Treatise was written 
between one-and-twenty and five-and-twenty. In the Ad- 
vertisement to the posthumous edition of his"^ Essays, he 
published the statement, that it was projected before he left 
college, and written and published ^ not long after.’ There 
is some difficulty in these dates. Hume entered the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh in 1723, when he was nearly twelve 
years of age. There is no direct evidence as to ^ the time 
when he ^left college.’ Mr. Burton says, '^We find him 
speaking of having received the usual college education of 
Scotland, which terminates when the student is fourteen or 
fifteen years old.’^ In a letter already quoted (p. 19) Hume 
has spoken as if this had been his own case. ^ If so, he left 
college, at latest, early in 1727, and as the Treatise was 
published in 1739, the interval was n6t a short one. It ap- 
pears probable that Hume confounded the date of leaving 
college with the year in which, as the same letter informs 
us, he first discovered a ^ new medium, by which truth might 
be established.’ This happened in 1729, when he was 
eighteen ; the next eight years were occupied in elaborating 
the discovery, and the work was definitely finished in 1736, 
before he ^ was five-and-twenty,’ and a year before he quitted 
La Fleche. 

It was in the Advertisement from which this statement 
has been quoted, that Hume expressed his desire, that the 
Treatise might no longer be regarded as expressing his 
sentiments. It runs as follows : 

^ Most of the principles, and reasonings, contained in this 
volume, were published in a work in three volumes, called 
A Treatise of Human Nature \ A work which the Author 
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had projected before he left College^ aud which he wrote and 
published not long after. But not finding it successful, he 
was sensible of his error in going to the press too early, and 
he cast the whole anew in the following pieces, where some 
negligences in his former reasoning and more in the expres- 
sion, are, he hopes, corrected. Tet several writers, who have 
honoured the Author^s Philosophy with answers, have taken 
care to dii*ect all their batteries against that juvenile work, 
which the Author never acknowledged, and have affected to 
triumph in any advantages, which, they imagined, they had 
obtained over it ; A practice very contrary to all rules of 
candour and fair-dealing, and a strong instance of those 
polemical artifices, which a bigotted zeal thinks itself autho- 
rised to employ. Henceforth, the Author desires, that the 
following Pieces may alone be regarded as containing his 
philosophical sentiments and 23rinciples.^ 

This Adveifisement was fii’st printed by way of preface to 
the posthumous and authoritative edition of 1777. One 
blunder has already been examined. Another occurs in the 
assertion,-' that the ivhole had been cast anew in the In- 
quiries. Without going into details, we may mention that 
Vol. i., Part 11., Of the Ideas of Space and Time, was 
indeed re-written, but the monograph never appeared ; and 
that Pai^ lY. of the same volume, in many resjDects the most 
interesting pCrtion of the Treatise, was never resumed. 

In the Life of Hume Mr. Burton aj^pears, if not to have 
made a mistake about this Advertisement, at least to have 
written what is calculated to mislead. Speaking of the 
publication of the Inquiry concerning the Human Under- 
standing in 1 748, he says : ' He now desired that the '' Treatise 
of Human Nature ” should be treated as a work blotted out 
of literature, and that the “ Inquiry” should be substituted in 
its ifiace. In the subsequent editions of the latter work, he 
complained that this had not been complied with ; that the 
world stiU looked at those forbidden volumes of which he had 
dictated the supjiression.’ ^ The only reference to the Treatise 
in Hume’s writings is that in the Advertisement to the post- 
humous edition, which has just been quoted. 

But we quite agree with Mr. Burton, that it is impossible 
^ to detach this book from general literature.’ In deference 
to Hume’s wishes, an author should always remind his 

^ Life. Vol 1., p, 273, , 
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audience^ if they require the warning, that the Treatise does 
not rej)resent Hume’s later sentiments ; and to those who 
are interested in the biographies of philosophers, this episode 
is interesting. But it would be ridiculous to consign such a 
book to oblivion out of respect to its author’s change of 
feeling. By so doing, we should wilfully ignore some of the 
acutcst speculations of one of our acutest thinkers; and 
those, too, on points which are not discussed in any of his 
subsequent writings. We should miss the instructive lesson 
which is gained by observing how closely the course of his 
speculations was determined for him by Locke and Berkeley. 
We should lose the key to much philosophy, both Scotch and 
German. 

It would not appear requisite to say much on this head, 
but that men of mark, like Professor Powler aM Mr. Hunt, 
appear to pride themselves on ignorance of the Treatise. 
The former says Inductive Logic,’ p. 24) : ^ In quoting 
or referring to Hume, I have employed only his Assays. 
Many writers persist in making references to his Treatise of 
Human Nature^ a work which he himself repudiated, as 
containing an hnmature expression of his opinions. In the 
Advertisement to his Essays, he desires that ^^the follow- 
ing pieces may alone be regard43d as containing the author’s 
sentiments and princij)les.” ’ Mr. Hunt is more violent 

Contemporary Eeview,’ May 1869 ; p. 79) ; Hume’s first 
publication was the Ti’eatise of Human Nature.” As this 
work was afterwards disowned by ifs author, we need not 
do more than mention it. Its place was supplied by the 

Essays,” in which the chief questions were ti’eated with 
more accuracy and clearness, while many of the more intri- 
cate and ingenious but less important reasonings were 
omitted.’ After this one is j)repared to learn that Pi’ofessor 
Fowler never quotes the -^neid as YirgiTs, and that Mr. Hunt 
never quotes it at all. ^ 

It might, perhai3S, have been expected that Hume’s resi- 
dence in France would have exercised a perceptible influence 
upon the reasonings of the Treatise. Tet it is not too much 
to say, that, with a few unimportant exceptions, there is no 
trace of it. The witer was little acquainted with, and is 

^ Eiom Mr Hunt’s estnimtc of tlic Unit that tlio nurcrt sr-mcnt 'wns tlio 
rJativc merits of llio Treatise and the posthumous ulttrauoc of a pplcuetic 
Essay*-?, we presume to differ toco inTulid, 

Professor Powley’s readers receive uo 
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little interested in, any foreign scliool of pliDosopliy. His 
knowledge of Spinoza was derived from Bayle’s dictionary. 
Twice lie gives a direct reference to ^ MalbrancL./ He refers 
in one paragraph to the Port Royal Logic, whence, too, he 
boiTows the instance of the chiliagon. There is no trace of a 
direct knowledge of Des Cartes. The only French writer, 
besides, whom he quotes for other than ornamental purposes, 
is Malezieu, and this reference, no doubt, owes its origin to 
Hume^s residence at La Fleche. At least, the ^ Elements de 
Geometric de M, le due de Bourgoyne^ does not seem to 
have been generally known in England ; and at the present 
day no coj)y of it is to be found in the British Museum, or in 
Bodley’s Library. In short, the Treatise from beginning to 
end is the work of a solitary Scotchman, who has devoted 
himself to the critical study of Locke and Berkeley. That 
he lived for three years in France, was an accident which has 
left no trace either in the tone or in the matter of his book. 

In style, however, so far as the structure of sentences is 
concerned, no doubt he was already influenced by the litei’a- 
ture of France.^ The style of the Treatise is indeed immature, 
but it reveals the tendencies which were ripened by inces- 
sant labour, until Hume became the one master of philosophic 
English. ^ IT 

Whatever disappointment had fallen to Hume’s share, so 
active ailtl sa?igume a mind could not lie quiet. In 1 741 
he published anonymously a volume of ^ Essays, Moral and 
Political which ran into a ^ Second Edition, Corrected,’ in 
the following year, when also a second volume was added. 

Unlike the ill-staired Treatise this venture was success- 
fuL Hume himself says in liis Autobiography : ^In 1742 I 
printed at Edinburgh the first part of my Essays : the work 
was favourably received, and soon made me entirely forget 
my former disaiipointment.’ And in a letter to Henry Home, 
dated June 13, 1742, he adds ^ The Ussai/s are all sold in 
London, as I am informed by two letters from English 
gentlemen of my acquaintance. There is a demand for 

' ‘The conversiation no^, till lied upon allow that the English Lingiiago is 
David Hume’s style, JfJiu&on estel dished, he is vrong. My name 

“ Why, sir, his stylo is not English, the might originally have Loen Nicholson, 
structure of his sentences is PiLiich as "vi til as Johnson, hut were you to call 
Now the French striictuieand tlie Eng- me Nicholson, you vould call me very 
lish structuio niny, m the uctun of aLsuidly’” — Bosuell 
things, be equally good. But it you - Life Vol. i,p. US. 
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them ; and, as one of them tells me, Innys, the gi'eat book- 
seller in PanFs Churchyard, wonders there is not a new 
edition, for that he cannot find copies for his customers, I 
am also told that Dr. Butler has everywhere recommended 
them ; so that I hope they will have some success. They 
may prove like dung with marl, and bring forward the rest 
of my Philosophy, which is of a more durable, though of a 
harder and more stubborn nature. You see I can talk to you 
in your own style.’ It apj)ears that Hume was recovering 
from his disappointment, and was gratified to have won the 
ear of Bj). Butler, whose judgment on the ^ Treatise ’ he 
had been so anxious to obtain. 

But how were these Essays to bring forward the rest of 
his Philosophy? Like the Treatise, they were pubhshed 
anonymously: in the Advertisement he assulned the cha- 
racter of an author who is making his first appearance. 
There is no evidence to decide this question ; but the conjec- 
ture is almost certain, that he had already determined to 
abandon the Treatise, and to reproduce portions of it in a 
more popular form. 

The Preface to the original volume of Essays, runs as 
follows : — 

‘ Most of these Essays were wrote with a Yiew of being pub- 
lished as Weekly-Papees, and were intended to comprehend 
the Designs both of the Spectators & Craet^en. But 
having dropt that Undertaking, partly from Lazietess, partly 
from Wa^-t of Leisure, and being willing to make Trial of 
my Talents for Writing, before I ventur’d upon any more 
serious Compositions, I was induced to communicate these 
Trifles to the Judgment of the Public. Like most new 
Authors, I must confess, I feel some Anxiety concerning the 
Success of my Work: But one Thing makes me more 
secure; That the Header may condemn my Abilities, but 
must approve of my Moderation and Impartiality in my 
Method of handling Political Subjects : And as long as 
my Moral Character is in Safety, I can, with less Anxiety, 
abandon my Learning and Capacity to the most severe Cen- 
sure and Examination. Public Spirit, methinks, shou’d engage 
us to love the Public, and to bear an equal Affection to all 
our Country-Men ; not to hate one Half of them, under Pre- 
text of loving the Whole. This Party-Eage I have endea- 
vour’d to repress, as far as possible ; and I hope this Design 
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will T^e acceptable to tbe moderate of both Parties ; at the 
same Time, that, perhaps, it may displease the Bigots of both. 

^ The Eeadeu must not look for any Connexion among 
these Essays, but must consider each of them as a Work 
apart. This is an Indulgence that is given to all Essay- 
WniTERS, and is an equal Ease both to Writee and Eeader, 
by freeing them from any tiresome stretch of Attention or 
Application.^ 

The volume contains 15 Essays: — 

1. Of the Delicacy of Taste and Season. 

2. Of the Liberty of the Press. 

3. Of Impudence and Modesty. 

4. That Politics may be reduc’d to a Science. 

5. Of the first Princij)les of Government. 

6. Of Love and Marriage. 

7. Of the Study of History. 

8. Of the Iiide23endency of Parliament. 

9. Whether the British Government inclines more to 

Absolute Monarchy or to a Eepublic. 

10. Of P 3 ,rties in general. 

11. Of the Parties of Gt. Britain. 

12. Of Superstition and Enthusiasm. 

13. Of Avarice. 

14. Of the Dignity of Human Hature. 

15. Of Biberty and Desi)otism. 

The corrections in the second edition are few and unim- 
portant» chiefly concernkig unguarded statements on points 
of Eoman History. The Second Volume, which is not 
referred to in the Litle-i>age of either edition of the Pirst^ 
contains 12 Essays : — 

1 . Of Essay Writing. 

2. Of Eloquence. 

3. Of Moral Prejudices. 

4. Of the Middle Station of Life. 

5. Of the Eise and Progress of Arts and Sciences. 

G. The Epicurean. 

7. The Stoic. 

8. The Platonist. 

9. The Sceptic. 

10. Of Polygamy and Divorces. 

11. Of Siui 2 )licity and Eefinement. 

12. A Character of Sir Eobert Walpole. 
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The first Essay in the second volume, Of Essay Writing, 
(which will be found at the end of vol. iv.), was certainly 
written, when the author designed, as he says in the Adver- 
tisement, to imblish his Essays in a series of weekly papers, 
to which it would have served as an introduction. Lamenting 
that the Learned and the Conversible Worlds have been 
estranged of late, he proposes to act as an Ambassador 
between them, and to reside at the Court of the latter, where 
it will be his mission to communicate the latest news of the 
Learned World. He begins therefore byjmying his respects 
to the fair sex, who constitute the Sovereignty of the King- 
dom, and invites them to imitate the example of Parisian 
Society by assuming the high functions of criticism and 
frowning down those barbarous eccentricities which disfigiu-e 
English Literature. ' As he says elsewhere : The elegance 
and propriety of style have been very much neglected among 
us. We have no dictionary of our language, and scax'cely a 
tolerable grammar. The first polite prose we have, was writ 
by a man who is still alive.’ ^ In this Essay he expresses 
himself confident, that if the Ladies^ only threw off a false 
shame, they might do much to ameliorate this state of 
things, there being only one branch of literature in which 
their judgment is to be disjjrusted, Lc, books of gallantry 
and devotion, which they commonly affect as high flown as 
possible.’ It was no doubt with the design-^of Conciliating 
his fail’ critics, that Hume included:’ several papers on lighter 
subjects, such as Love and Marriage,Tmpudence and Modesty, 
&c., which can hardly have been much to their writer’s taste, 
and which mingle strangely with a series of discussions on 
the British Constitution. 'Nor were they successful ; that 
the challenge was taken up by a coterie of ladies, wlio con- 
demned his efl:brts, ap^Dears from a letter to William Mure 
of Caldwell. 

^With my humble comiilimenis to the ladies, and tell 
them, I should endeavour to satisfy them, if they would name 
the subject of the essay they desire. For my jiart, I know 
not a better subject than themselves ; if it were not, that being 
accused of being unintelligible in some of my -writings, I 
should bo extremely in danger of falling Into that fault, when 
I should treat of a subject so little to be understood as 
women. I would, therefore, rather have them assign me the 

• ^ Ebtoay xii Dean vSwilt 
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doiform fund of tlie soul, the passive unions of nothing with 
nothing, or any other of those mystical points, which I 
would endeavour to clear up, and render perspicuous to the 
meanest readers/ ^ 

With this Essay six others may be classed, apparently 
designed to attract the attention of ladies, and marked by 
the mannerisms of what was then a fashionable literature. 
The paper ^ Of Moral Prejudices ’ contains the character of 
an imaginary Eugenius, and a narrative of French gallantry, 
which a purer taste rejected. That on the ^Middle Station of 
Life ^ cannot have cost much pains, and abounds in expres- 
sions of personal opinion. These three were never reprinted. 
The next to go were those on ^ Impudence,^ on ^ Love 
and Marriage,’ and on the ^ Study of History,’ lingering, 
however, to the Edition of 1764: that they survived so long, 
is, j)erhaj)S, smprising. Lastly, the ^ Essay on Avarice ’ was 
dropt in the Edition of 1770. 

The ^ Political Essays ’ are the most valuable part of these 
two volumes. It is probable that portions of them existed 
in manuscript, before ^^the publication of the Treatise, and 
that in printing them Hume was redeeming his conditional 
promise, made in the Advertisement to the first volume of 
the ‘ Treatise,’ to ^proceed tOcthe** examination of Morals, 
Politics, and Criticism.’ Of Morals he had treated in the 
volume of f740^' the Essays of 1741-2 handle pohtical, and, 
to some extent, critical questions. 

The Political Essays do not attempt to found a system : 
they are entirely special in their character, dealing with the 
topics of the day. It is true that Hume enriches them with 
brief discussions of pohtical princijiles, and with a copious 
fund of historical illustration. But these episodes were 
conventional, suiting the fashion of an age which delighted 
in references to the statesmanship of Athens and Eome, and 
to the fortunes of Yenice and Poland. What is peculiar 
to the author, will be found in his treatment of the debated 
questions of the Freedom of the Press, the Independency of 
Parliament, and the nature of Parties. In this choice of sub- 
jects he followed the Craftsman ’ ; and the best illustration of 
these papers is to be found in the numbers of that journal. 
They frequently read like a running criticism upon the argu- 
ments of the ^ Craftsman,’ and oven particular phrases and 
Latin quotations are borrowed thence. But their passionless 
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moderation contrasts strongly with tlie savage invectives of 
^ Mist’s Journal ’ and the ^ Craftsman,’ and must have re- 
commended itself to Dr. Butler quite apart from the pene- 
trating insight which divides so sharply the contemporaneous 
questions of politics. 

Of this group of Essays perhaps the best remembered is 
the Character of Sir Eobert Walpole. Of this Hume said in 
the Adveiiiisement : 

^ The character of Sin Eobeut Walpole was drawn some 
months ago, when that Great Mait was in the Zenith of his 
Power. I must confess, that, at present, when he seems to 
be upon the Decline, I am inclin’d to think more favourably 
of him, and to suspect, that the Antipathy, which every true 
born Briton naturally bears to Ministers of State, inspm’d 
me with some Prejudice against him. The impartial 
Eeadee, if any such there be ; or Posterity, if such a Trifle 
can reach them, will be best able to correct any Mistakes 
in this Particular.’ 

In the edition of 1748, this Essay was degraded to the 
rank of a foot-note, and apx^ended to the pa^Der headed ^ That 
Politics may be reduced to a Science.’ The Advertisement 
having disappeared, it was prefaced as follows : ^ What our 
author’s opinion was o£ thq famous minister here pointed 
at, may be learned from that essay, printed in the former 
editions,’ — it only so occurs in Edition C — '^iCxidei^ the title of 
A Character of Sir Eobert Walpole. It was as follows.’ 
The Essay will be found in vok iv. “^The author is 
pleased to find, that after animosities are laid, and calumny 
has ceased, the whole nation almost have returned to the 
same moderate sentiments with regard to this great man, if 
they are not rather become more favourable to him, by a very 
natural transition, from one extreme to another. The 
author would not oppose those humane sentiments towards 
the dead ; though he cannot forbear observing that the not 
paying more of our public debts was, as hinted in this 
character, a great, and the only great error in that long 
administration.’ In 1770, the whole was omitted. 

After these may be placed a group of Essays, on which the 
author had expended more than ordinary care, ornamenting 
them with florid imagery, and polishing the sentences with 
such precision, that the subsequent editions made scarcely 
an alteratipn in their language. Of these he says in the 

A . 6 5inn-I« +rv Tn-P/M'TTn -(-Viri T?-!:! a ■l-'Vin4- 
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those Essays, intitled, the Epicurean, Stoic, &c., a certain 
Character is personated ; and therefore, no Offence ought to 
be taken at any Sentiments contain’d in them.’ Offence is 
not likely to be taken ; but the question has been mooted, 
whether any one of them gives evidence of a bias in the 
author’s mind. Mr. Burton decides in favour of ^ The Stoic ’ : 
^The reader expects to find an attempt to draw his own 
picture in “ The Sceptic,” but it is not to be found there. 
The sceptic of tlie essays is not a man analyzing the prin- 
ciples of knowledge, to find wherein they consist, but one 
who is dissatisfied with rules of morality, and who, examining 
the current codes one after another, tosses them aside as un- 
satisfactory. It is into ^^Thc Stoic” that the writer has 
thrown most of his heart and sjmipathy ; and it is in that 
sketch that, though probably without intention, some of the 
features of his own character are portrayed. There are 
passages which have considerable unison of tone with those 
autobiographical documents ahready quoted, in which he 
describes himself as having laboured to subdue the I'ebellious 
passions, to reduce the^inind to a regulated system, to drive 
from it the influence of petty impressions, — to hold one great 
object of life in view, and to sacrifice before that object 
whatever stood in the way of his firlnly settled puipose.’^ It 
is true that^ there are sentences in ^ The Stoic ’ which justify 
this statement. ' It is also true that the opening paragraphs 
of ^ The Sceptic ’ do not represent Hume’s habitual state of 
mind. On reviewing the Treatise and the Inquiries, a re- 
markable difference will be found between his treatment of 
metaphysical and of moral questions. In discussing the 
former, he is uniformly sceiitical; in discussing the latter, he 
assumes an opposite attitude, and becomes dogmatic in his 
enunciations. He not merely dissents from those who deny 
the reality of moral distinctions ; he brands them with the 
character of disingenuous disputants. The same impatience 
breaks out when he considers the fashionable belief which 
resolved all the virtues into modes of self-love. So far, then, 
as ^ The Sceptic ’ tosses aside the current codes as unsatis- 
factory, without substituting a better system, it is widtten 
in character, and the author is not chargeable with its sen- 
timents. It may be added that a strong tendency to mate- 
rialistic explanations pervades those portions, whereas in 

^ Life. Vol 1 , X). 142. • 
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^ The Treatise ^ Hume only resorts to that hypothesis when 
he is driven to extremities. But after allowance has been 
made for these points of divergence from his usual methods, 
it cannot fail to be remarked, that whereas in the companion 
Essays Hume adopted a high-flown style which is unique in 
his writings, in ^ The Sceptic ’ he returns to that sober and 
quiet English, which was not more in accordance with the 
immediate occasion, than with his habitual tone of thought. 
The practical maxims for the rule of life agree as closely 
with his biography as the scattered sentences in ^ The Stoic.’ 
The pungent criticism of Pope’s argument expressed briefly 
what he wrote at large in his Inquiry concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Morals ; and lastly, whereas ^ The Stoic,’ ^ The Pla- 
tonist,’ and ^ The Ej)icurean ’ are dismissed without comment, 
a note is added to ^ The Sceptic ’ for the express purpose of 
setting out the whole truth, in which the preceding para- 
graphs are only corrected because they are incomjplete. 

For three years Hume continued to reside in Edinburgh, 
and made an attempt to succeed Dr. Pringle in the chair of 
Ethics and Pneumatic Philosophy. Then, in 17'45, he ac- 
cepted an engagement to act as tutor to the Marquis of 
Annandale, an irritable invalid, ‘ who was,’ according to an 
expression used by Sir James* Johnstone, when writing to 
Hume, charmed with something contained in hi^ Essaj^s.’ 
The narrative of the disputes and intrigues* which finally 
drove Hume away in April ’46, will Be found in Mr. Burton’s 
^ Life of Hume.’ In the same year he went as secretary with 
General St. Clair on an expedition which sailed from Ply- 
mouth September 14, to attack Port L’Orient, and was 
appointed Judge Advocate of all the forces under command. 
On their return, he passed a few months at ISTinewells, and 
then, in February, 1748, accepted an invitation from General 
St. Clair again to accompany him as secretary on a diplo- 
matic mission to the court of Turin, which lasted till the end 
of the year. 

But during the quiet time which preceded his engagements 
with General St. Clair, Hume had not been idle. From ex- 
pressions dropt in his correspondence it appears that as early 
as 1746 he had formed the j)roject of writing history. For 
the present these plans were allowed to stand over. But 
during the year 1748 two works appeared, of which he thus 
speaks in a letter to H. Home, Febiniary 9 : 



48 


HISTOBY OF THE EDTTIOXS. 


‘ I leave here two works going on : a new edition of my 
Essays, all of wMcli yon have seen, except one, Of the 
Protestant Snccession,^^ where I treat that subject as coolly 
and indifferently as I would the dispute between Csesar and 
Pompey. The conclusion shows me a Whig, but a very 
sceptical one. Some people would frighten me with the 
consequences that may attend this candour, considering my 
present station ; but I own I cannot apprehend any thing. 

^ The other work is the Philosophical Essays,^^ which you 
dissuaded me from printing. I won’t justify the prudence 
of this step, any other way than by expressing my indifference 
about all the consequences that may follow.’^ 

It will be convenient to consider the new edition first, which 
is advertised in the ^ Gentleman’s Magazine' for November, 
1748, about the date of Hume’s return from Turin. This 
reprint was the first of his publications that bore the Author’s 
name. According to the autobiography the sale was in- 
different. Few changes had been made. As has already 
been said, the character of Sir E. Walpole was now given as 
a foot-note-, and three papers. Of Essay Writing, Of Moral 
Prejudices, and Of the Middle Station of Life were omitted. 
In their place three new Essays were inserted. 

Those on Original Contract and on Passive Obedience 
pursue the same vein of political inquiry which had been so 
successfully worked in the first edition. They are distin- 
guished by the same tone of impartial criticism, and apply 
the same principles: but this judicial attitude causes less 
surprise where the controversy is one that had ceased to rage, 
and that occupied but a secondary place in public debate. 

The Essay ^Of the Protestant Succession,’ which was spoken 
of in the last extract from his correspondence, was not 
printed. It was held over until the publication of his Poli- 
tical Discourses in 1752, where it appeared incongTuously 
enough. The result disappointed his fears. In a letter to 
Dr. Clephane, dated February 4, 1752, he says : 

'About a fortnight before, I had published a Discourse 
of the Protestant Succession, wherein I had very liberally 
abused both Whigs and Tories ; yet I enjoyed the favour of 
both parties.’ ^ 

The third Essay, which was now printed for the first time, 
'Of National Characters,’ is of some interest, because it 
^ Life. Vol. 1 , p 239. * ^ ^ p 0 ^ 2 ^ 
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directly enters upon a topic which is rarely mentioned in 
Hume’s philosophical writings, although they frequently sug- 
gest it. In it he examined the influence of physical condi- 
^tions on the temper and genius of men ; but although he 
was always delighted to point out the extravagant variations 
in moral customs and religious observances which exist 
among neighbouring races, he distinctly asserted on this 
occasion that ^ physical causes have no discernible operation 
on the human mind : ’ and that ^if we run over the globe, or 
revolve the annals of history, we shall discern everywhere 
signs of a sympathy or contagion of manners, none of the 
influence of air and climate and the only exceptions to this 
statement are the jealous love of southern climates and the 
propensity of northern races to drinking. 

In the April of the same year, before starting for Turin, 
he had published ^ Philosophical Essays concerning Human 
Understanding by the Author of The Essays Moral and Poli- 
tical,’ — a new edition of which appeared, as we have seen, with 
the author’s name in the following November. There is no 
preface or advertisement to these Essays. It is a rare book, 
not to be found in the British Museum, the Bodleian, or the 
Advocates’ Library. This then was the first instalment of 
his design to recast the unfortunate Treatise piece by piece. 
Of this he says in his Autobiography : 

‘ I had always entertained a notion, that my Wanf of suc- 
cess in publishing the Treatise of Human Nature, had pro- 
ceeded more from the manner than the matter, and that I 
had been guilty of a very usual indiscretion, in going to the 
press too early. I, therefore, cast the first part of that work 
anew in the Enquiry concerning Human Understanding, 
which was published while I was at Turin.’ — Here his me- 
mory failed him. — ^ But this piece was at first little more 
successful than the Treatise of Human Nature. On my 
return from Italy, I had the mortification to find all England 
in a ferment, on account of Dr. Middleton’s Free Enquiry, 
while my performance was entirely overlooked and neglected.’ 

The rarity of the book confirms these statements; but 
there are circumstances which indicate that, although the 
work was neglected at first, it began to sell before long, 
assisted, perhaps, by the revelation of the author’s name in 
November. In a letter dated April 18, 1750, Hume says : 

^ Ton’ll scarcely believe what I am going to tell you ; but it 

von. TTT- E 
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is literally true. Millar liad printed ofi^, some montlis ago, a 
new edition of certain pliilosophical essays, but lie tells me 
very gravely that he has delaj^ed publishing because of the 
earthquakes.’^ In his Autobiograj)hy,he says further: ^Mean- 
while, my bookseller, A. Millar, informed me that my former 
publications (all but the unfortunate Treatise) were begin- 
ning to be the subject of conversation ; that the sale of them 
was gradually increasing, and that new editions were de- 
manded. Answers by Eeverends and Right Reverends, came 
out two or three in a year ; and I found, by Dr. Warburton’s 
railing, that the books were beginning to be esteemed in 
good company.’ A specimen of ^ Dr. Warburton’s railing’ is 
given by Bishop Hurd : ^ In a letter of September 28, of 
that year (1749), to a friend at Cambridge, he says, ^^I am 
tempted to have a stroke at Hume in parting. He is the 
author of a little book called Philoso^^Mcccl Essays : In one 
part of which he argues against the being of a God, and in 
another (very needlessly, you will say) against the possibility 
of miracles. He has crowned the liberty of the press. And 
yet he has a considerable post under the government. I have 
a gi’eat mind to do "justice on his arguments against mira- 
cles, which I think might be done in few words. But does 
he deserve this notice? Is he kpown amongst yon? Pray, 
answer me these questions. For if his own weight keeps 
him dow n, D should be sorry to contribute to his advance- 
ment to any place, but 4he pillory.” NTo encouraging answer, 
I suppose, was returned to this letter ; and so the author of 
the Essays escaped for this time.’ ^ 

A ^ few words ’ from the ^ arguments against miracles ’ ap- 
pear among Warburton's Unfinished Papers, p. 311. 

The Essay on Miracles has a history of its own. In a 
letter to Principal Campbell, dated Eebruaiy 7, 1762, Hume 
gives an account of the circumstances which first led him to 
that train of thought. 

It may perhaps amuse you co learn the first hint, which 
suggested to me that argument wdiich you have so strenuously 
attacked. I was walking in the cloisters of the Jesuits’ 
College of La Fleche, a town in which I passed two years of 
my youth, and engaged in a conversation with a Jesuit of 
some parts and learning, ivho wms relating to me, and urging 
some nonsensical miracle performed lately in their convent, 
when I was tempted to dispute against him ; and as my head 

* Lifts Tol. 1 . p. 300. - II Ilia's Life of Warhii) ton. 
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'^vas fall of the topics of mj Treatise of Human Nature, 
which I was at that time composin'g, this argument imme- 
diately occurred to me, and I thought it very much gravelled 
^my companion ; but at last he observed to me, that it was 
impossible for that argument to have any solidity, because it 
operated equally against the Gospel as the Catholic miracles ; 
— ^which observation I thought proper to admit as a sufficient 
answer. I believe you will allow, that the freedom at least 
of this reasoning makes it somewhat extraordinary to have 
been the produce of a convent of Jesuits, though perhaps 
you may think the sophistry of it savours plainly of the 
place of its birth.’ ^ 

Again in the letter to H. Home of December 2, 1737, from 
which an extract has ah’eady been given,^ he says further : 

^ Having a franked letter, I was resolved to make use of 
it 5 and accordingly enclose some “ Reasonings concerning 
MiracleSy^ which I once thought of publishing with the rest, 
but which I am afraid will give too much offence, even as the 
world is disposed at present. There is something in the turn 
of thought, and a good deal in the turii of expression, which 
will not perhaps appear so proper, for vfant of knowing the 
context : but the force of the argument you’ll be judge of, as 
it stands. Tell me your thoughts of it. Is not the style too 
diffuse? though, as that was a popular argument, I have 
spread it out much more than the other parts ^f the work. 
I beg of you to show it to nobody, e::^cept to Mr. Hamilton, 
if he pleases ; and let me know at youj:* leisure that you have 
received it, read it, and burnt it.’® 

The second edition of the Philosophical Essays, which had 
been delayed by the eai-thquakes, appeared in 1751, and bore 
the author’s name on the title-page. Few changes were 
made. Section xi. now received the heading Of a Parti- 
cular Providence and of a Future State, having previously 
been called Of the Practical Consequences of Natural Re- 
ligion. 

These two editions contain the unguarded statement, 
^ upon the whole, then, it apj^ears, that no testimony for any 
kind of miracle can ever amount to a probability, much less 
to a proof.’ For the words in italics he subsequently wrote, 
^ has ever amounted.’ 

In the December of the same year he published an En- 
» Life, vul 1 p. 67. * Ibid, p IS ^ Ibid, p, 63. 
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quiry concerning the Principles of Morals : ^ which in my 
own opinion (who ought not to judge on that subject) is of 
all my writings, historical, philosophical, or literary, incom- 
parably the best. It came unnoticed and unobserved into 
the world.^ 

The Dialogue which is contained in this volume, was a 
very favourite piece with its author. In a letter to Gilbert 
Elliot (February 10, 1751), he says: 

‘ About six week ago, I gave our friend. Jack Stuart*, the 
trouble of delivering you a letter, and some papers enclosed, 
which I was desirous to submit to yom* criticism and exami- 
nation. I say not this by way of compliment and ceremonial, 
but seriously and in good earnest : it is pretty usual for 
people to be pleased with their own performance, especially 
in the heat of composition ; but I have scarcely wrote any 
thing more whimsical, or whose merit I am more diffident 

BUiot’s reply may be quoted as an additional illustration of 
the difference in Hume^s handling of ethical questions. 

^ I have jead over your Dialogue, with all the application 
I am master of. Though I have never looked into any thing 
of your writing, which did not either entertain or instruct 
me ; yet, I must freely own to you, that I have received from 
this last piece an additional satisfaction, and what indeed I 
have a tkOusrmd times wished for in some of your other per- 
formances. In the first part of this work, you have given 
fuU scope to the native- bent of your genius. The ancients 
and moderns, how opj)osite soever in other respects, equally 
combine in favour of the most unbounded scepticism. Prin- 
ciples, customs, and manners, the most contradictory, all 
seemingly lead to the same end; and agreeably to your 
laudable practice, the poor reader is left in the most dis- 
consolate state of doubt and uncertainty. When I had got 
thus far, what do you think were my sentiments ? I will not 
be so candid as to tell you ; but how agreeable was my sur- 
prise, when I found you had led me into this maze, with no 
other view, than to point out to me more clearly the direct 
road. Wliy can^t you always write in this manner 9 Indulge 
yourself as much as you will in starting difficulties, and per- 
idexing received opinions : but let us be convinced at length, 
that you have not less ability to establish true principles, 
than subtlety to detect false ones. This unphilosophical, or, 
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if you will, tliis lazy disposition of mine, you are at liberty 
to treat as you tbink proper ; yet I am no enemy to free en- 
quiry, and I would gladly flatter myself, no slave to prejudice 
' or authority. I admit also that there is no writing or talking 
of any subject that is of importance enough to become the 
object of reasoning, without having recourse to some degree 
of subtlety or refinement. The only question is, where to 
stop, — how far we can go, and why no farther. To this 
question I should be extremely happy to receive a satisfactory 
answer. I can’t tell if I shall rightly express what I have 
just now in my mind : but I often imagine to myself, that I 
perceive within me a certain instinctive feeling, which shoves 
away at once all subtle refinements, and tells me with autho- 
rity, that these air-built notions are inconsistent with life 
and experience, and, by consequence, cannot be true or solid. 
From this I am led to think, that the speculative principles 
of our nature ought to go hand in hand with the practical 
ones ; and, for my own part, when the former are so far 
pushed, as to leave the latter quite out of sight, I am always 
apt to suspect that we have transgressed our limits. If it 
should be asked — how far will these practical principles go ? 
I can only answer, that the former difficulty will recur, unless 
it be found that there is something in the intellectual part of 
our nature, resembling the moral sentiment in the moral 
part of our nature, which determines this, it^ere, in- 
stinctively. Very possibly I have wrote nonsense. However, 
this notion fibrst occurred to me at London, in conversation 
with a man of some depth of thinking 5 and talking of it 
since to your friend H. Home, he seems to entertain some 
notions nearly of the same kind, and to have pushed them 
much farther. 

^ This is but an idle digression, so I return to the Dialogue. 

^ With regard to the composition in general, I have nothing 
to observe, as it appears to me to be conducted with the 
greatest propriety, and the artifice in the beginning occasions, 
I think, a very agreeable surprise. I don’t know, if, in the 
account of the modern manners, you [had] an eye to 
Bruyere’s introduction to his translation of Theophrastes. 
If you had not, as he has a thought handled pretty much in 
that manner, perhaps looking into it might furnish some 
farther hints to embellish that part of your work.’ ^ 

* Life, vol. 1 . p. 323. 
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Hume replies : 

‘ Tour notion of correcting subtlety of sentiment, is cer- 
tainly very just with regard to morals, wliicli depend upon 
sentiment ; and in politics and natural pbilosopliy, what-' 
ever conclusion is contrary to certain matters of fact, must 
certainly be wrong, and there must some error lie somewhere 
in the argument, whether we be able to show it or nofc. But 
in metaphysics or theology, I cannot see how either of 
these plain and obvious standards of truth can have place. 
Nothing there can correct bad reasoning but good reasoning, 
and sophistry must be opposed by syllogisms. About seventy 
or eighty years ago, I observe, a principle like that which 
you advance prevailed very much in France among some 
philosojohers and heavre e&j>r{is. The occasion of it was this : 
The famous Mons. Nicole of the Port Eoyal, in his Ferjpituite 
de la Foiy pushed the Protes bants very hard upon the im- 
possibility of the people’s reaching a conviction of their 
religion by the way of private judgment ; which required so 
many disquisitions, reasonings, researches, eruditions, im- 
partiality, -and peiie^ation, as not one in a hundred even 
among men of education, is capable of. Mons. Claude and 
the Protestants answered him, not by solving his difficulties 
(which seems impossible), but by retorting them (which is 
very easy) . They showed that to reach the way of authority 
which th^ CSfcholics insist on, as long a train of acute rea- 
soning, and as great 'Erudition, was requisite, as would be 
sufficient for a Protestant. We mast first prove all the 
truths of natimal religion, the foundation of morals, the 
divine authority of the Scripture, the deference which it 
commands to the church, the tradition of the church, &c. 
The comparison of these controversial waitings begot an idea 
in some, that it was neither by reasoning nor authority we 
learn our religion, but by sentiment : and certainly this were 
a very convenient way, and what a philosopher would be very 
well pleased to comply with, if he could distinguish sentiment 
firom education. But to all appearance the sentiment of 
Stockholm, Geneva, Eome ancient and modem, Athens and 
Memphis, have the same characters; and no sensible man 
can implicitly assent to any of them, but from the general 
principle, that as the truth in these subjects is beyond human 
capacity, and that as for one’s own ease he must adopt some 
tenets, there is most satisfaction and convenience in holding 
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to tlie Catholicism we have been first taught. Now this I 
have nothing to say against, I have only to observe^ that 
such a conduct is founded on the most universal and deter- 
mined scepticism, joined to a little indolence ; for more 
curiosity and research gives a direct opposite turn from the 
same principles.^ ^ 

During the same period Hume composed the ^ Dialogues 
concerning Natural Eeligion/ of which Mr. Burton says : 

^ The manuscript of this work is full of emendations and 
corrections ; and while the sentiments appear to be substan- 
tially the same as when they were first set down, the alterations 
in the method of announcing them are a register of the 
improvements in their author’s style, for a period apparently 
of twenty-seven years. Here at least he could not plead the 
excuse of youth and indiscretion*. The work, penned in the 
full vigour of his faculties, comes to us with the sanction of 
his matui'e years, and his axiproval when he was within sight 
of the grave. ^Vhatever sentiments, therefore, in this work, 
may be justly found to excite censure, carry with them a 
reproach from which their author’s najne cannot escape.’ ^ 

Hume’s friends prevailed on him n^t to publish the Dia- 
logues, feaiing that the odium under which he laboured, 
would be fanned to a flamp, and the prospects of the author 
materially injured. In a letter to Elliot, dated March 1 2, 
1763, he complains : ‘ Is it not hard and tyrj^nniaal in you, 
more hard and tyrannical than any act of the Stuarts, not to 
allow me to publish my Dialogues ? .Pray, do you not think 
that a proper dedication may atone for wliat is exceptionable 
in them ? I am become of my friend Corbjn Morrice’s mind, 
who says, that he writes all his books for the sake of the 
dedications.’ ^ Such caution was unnecessary, when Hume 
settled down to pass the remainder of his days in ease and 
comfort at Edinburgh, enjoying an abundant income, and 
surrounded by a society of affectionate fidends, familiar with 
his tenets and iiot likely to be estranged by any new publi- 
cation of them. Yet the Dialogues remained in manuscript. 
The history of their posthumous publication will be found 
at p. 77. 

These four years must have been the busiest period of 
Hume’s lifetime. Not content with preparing the new edition 
of the Essay on the Human Understanding, and writing 
^ Life, Tol, 1 p 325 ‘Ibid p. 328 Ibid toI ii p 146. 
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the companion treatise on Moral Philosophy, and with com- 
pleting the Dialogues, he was all the while, as his corre- 
spondence shows, actively employed upon the Political 
Discourses, which were published in February 1752: Hhe < 
only work of mine that was successful on the first publica- 
tion.’ A reprint appeared before the close of the year. 

After remarking on the value and fame of these essays, 
Mr. Burton proceeds to say : 

^ The “ Political Discourses ” introduced Hume to the 
literature of the continent. The works of Quesnay, Eiviere, 
Mirabeau, Eaynal, and Turgot, had not yet appeared, but the 
public mind of France had been opened for novel doctrines 
by the bold appeal of Vauban, and by the curious and 
original enquiries of Montesquieu. The Discourses appear 
to have been j&rst translated by Eleazer Mauvillon, a native 
of Provence, and private secretary to Frederic Augustus, 
King of Poland, who published his translation in 1753. 
Another, and better known translation, by the Abbe Le 
Blanc, was published in 1754.’ ' 

Perhaps, however, the Essay which is best known at the 
present day, is that ''on the Populousness of Ancient Na- 
tions : no inadequate monument of the author’s reading 
and judgment. The first mention of it in his correspondence 
occurs in the letter to Dr. Clephane, April 18, 1750 : 

^ Ton wouldfi perhaps ask, how I employ my time in this 
leisure and solitude, and what are my occupations ? Pray, 
do you expect I should jconvey to you an encyclopedia, in the 
compass of a letter? The last thing I took my hand from 
was a very learned, elaborate discourse, concerning the popu- 
lousness of antiquity ; not altogether in opposition to Vossius 
and Montesquieu, who exaggerate that affair infinitely ; but, 
starting some doubts, and scruples, and difficulties, sufiB- 
cient to make us suspend our judgment on that head. 
Amongst other topics, it fell in my way to consider the 
greatness of ancient Rome; and in looking ovqr the discourse, 

I find the following period. ‘^If we may judge by the 
younger Pliny’s account of his house, and by the plans of 
ancient buildings in Dr. Mead’s collection, the men of quality 
had very spacious palaces, and their buildings were like the 
Chinese houses, where each apartment is separate from the 
rest, and rises no higher than a single story.” Pray, on 
' Life, Tol. 1 p 365 
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what authority are those plans founded? If I remember 
right, I was told they were discovered on the walls of the 
baths, and other subterraneous buildings. Is this the proper 
method of citing them ? If you have occasion to communi- 
cate this to Dr. Mead, I beg that my sincere lespects maybe 
joined.’ ^ 

On February 18, 1751, he enquhes again : 

^ When I take a second perusal of your letter, I find you 
resemble the Papists, who deal much in penitence, but neglect 
extremely les honnes oeuvres, I asked you a question with 
regard to the plans of ancient buildings in Dr. Mead’s col- 
lection. Pray, are they authentic enough to be cited in a 
discourse of erudition and reasoning ? have they never been 
published in any collection ? and what are the proper terms 
in which I ought to cite them ? I know you are a great pro- 
ficient in the virtu, and consequently can resolve my doubts. 
This word I suppose you pretend to speak with an (e), which 
I own is an improveipent ; but admitting your orthography, 
you must naturally have a desire of doing a good-natured 
action, and instructing the ignorant.’ \ 

In the Essay Bartoli’s name appears^* not Dr. Mead’s. 

On February 19, 1751, he writes to EUiot; 

^ I have amused myself lately with an essay or dissertation 
on the populousness of antiquity, which led me into many 
disquisitions concerning both the public and domestic life of 
the ancients. Having read over almost aU the classics both 
Greek and Latin, since I formed that* plan, I have extracted 
what served most to my purpose. But I have not a Strabo, 
and know not where to get one in this neighbom*hood. He 
is an author I never read. I know your library — mean the 
Advocates’ — is scrupulous of lending classics ; but perhaps 
that difficulty may be got over. I should be much obliged 
to you, if you could procure me the loan of a copy, either in 
the original language or even in a good translation.’ ^ 

Later on he returns Strabo, whom he has 'found very 
judicious and useful.’ 

The Essay was accompanied by the following note i 
' An eminent clergyman in Edinlurgh, having wrote, some 
years ago, a discourse on the same question with this, of the 
poimlousness of antient nations, was pleas’d lately to com- 
municate it to the author. It maintain’d the opposite side 
1 Life, vol 1 . p. 297. ILid p. 316 » p. 326 
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of tlie argument^ to what is here insisted on, and contained 
much erudition and good reasoning. The author acknow- 
ledges to have borrow’d, with some variations, from that dis- 
course, two computations, that with regard to the number of 
inhabitants in Belgium, and that with regard to those in 
If this learned gentleman be prevail’d on to publish 
his dissertation, it will serve to give great light into the pre- 
sent question, the most curious and important of all ques- 
tions of erudition.’ 

Dr. Wallace accepted the invitation, and published liis 
discourse the year following anonymously : A dissertation 
on the numbers of mankind in antient and modern times ; 
with an appendix containing observations on the same sub- 
ject, and remarks on Mr. Hume’s discourse on the populous- 
ness of antient nations.’ Hence in the editions from 1 756 to 
1768 another note was substituted for the i)receding ; 

^ An ingenious writer has honoured this discourse with an 
answer, full of politeness, erudition, ^nd good sense. So 
learned a refutation would have made the author suspect, 
that his reasonings were entii’ely overthrown, had he not 
used the precaution, from the beginning, to keep himself on 
the sceptical side ; and having taken this advantage of the 
ground, he was enabled, tho’^ with much inferior forces, to 
preserve himself from a total defeat. That Eevereiid gentle- 
man will tilways find, where his antagonist is so entrenched, 
that it will be difficult to force him. Varho, in such a situa- 
tion, could defend himself against Hannibal, Pharnaoes 
against C^sae. The author, however, very willingly acknow- 
ledges, that his antagonist has detected many mistakes both 
in his authorities and reasonings ; and it was owing entirely 
to that gentleman s indulgence, that many more errors were 
not remarked. In this edition, advantage has been taken of 
his learned animadversions, and the Essay has been rendered 
less imperfect than formerly.’ 

IsTevertheless, the corrections introduced at Dr. Wallace’s 
suggestion are very few, and the vast majority of the ' anim- 
adversions’ were passed over in silence. A misquotation 
from Livy was omitted : ' a paragraph was inserted quoting 
Justin 2 ; a new note was given to sriengthen the argument 
about Thebes : 3 and a trifling correction was introduced in a 
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reference to Diodorus.^ Perhaps this list exhausts the altera- 
tions which were due to Dr. Wallace.^ 

The circumstances under which the pai)er 5 Of the Protest- 
ant Succession, was inserted in this volume, have already 
been detailed,® 

In 1752 Hume was appointed Keej)er of the Advocates’ 
Library. This position, giving him ^ the command of a large 
library,^ finally determined him to gratify his long cherished 
design of writing history, and from this time he almost 
abandoned philosophy. The first volume of the History of 
Great Britain, containing the reigns of James I. and 
Charles I., ai^^eared in the autumn of 1764, Previously, 
however, he had collected the varied labours of thirteen years 
in a uniform edition, in four volumes ; the first three being 
published in 1753, and the fourth in 1754. In a letter to 
Adam Smith, September 24, 1752, he says ; 

^ I am just now diverted for a moment, by correcting my 

Essays Moral and Political,^’ for a new edition. If any 
thing occur to you to be inserted or retrenched, I shall be 
obliged to you for the hint. In case you should not have the 
last edition by you, I shall send you a copy of it. In that 
edition I was engaged to act contrary to my judgment, in 
retaining the sixtli and seventh Essays, which I had resolved 
to throw out, as too frivolous for the rest, and not very agree- 
able neither, even in that trifling manner : but fMillar, my 
bookseller, made such protestations -ugainst it, and told me 
how much he had heard them praised by the best judges, 
that the bowels of a parent melted, and I preserved them 
alive.’ ^ 

For the second time Hume relented ; no change was made 
in the list of.contents, but the numerous notes added in this 
edition, abounding in references to Greek and Latin litera- 
ture, show how well he used the Advocates’ Library. 

About this period Hume began a translation of Plutarch’s 
Lives, but soon laid it aside. He declined an invitation 
from Millar to edit a newspaper in London, In 1766 the 
second volume of the History brought dowm the narrative 
to the Ee volution. 

1 P.igo 124 taken of tlio v^Ljoctioii 

2 Ho also objected, that he could not ^Vol i p 449 

find the passage referred to m Irfoerates* * Life, vol i p 375 

Pancgync (note 6, p 390), but no notice 
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In 1755 Hume wrote to Millar : 

^ I give you a great many thamks for thinking of me in 
your project of a weekly paper. I approve very much of the 
design, as you explain it to me ; and there is nobody I would 
more willmgly engage with. But, as I have another work in 
hand, which requires great labour and care to finish, I cannot 
think of entering on a new undertaking, till 1 have brought 
this to a conclusion. Tour scheme would require me imme- 
diately to remove to London ; and I live here, at present, in 
great tranquillity, with all my books around me; and I can- 
not think of changing while I have so great a work in hand 
as the finishing of my History. 

^ There are four short Dissertations, which I have kept 
some years by me, in order to polish them as much as pos- 
sible. One of them is that which Allan Ramsay mentioned 
to you. Another, of the Passions ; a third, of Tragedy ; a 
fourth, some Considerations previous to Geometry and 
Natural Philosophy. The whole, I think, would make a 
volume, a fourth less than my Inquiry, as nearly as I can 
calculate ; but it would be proper to print it in a larger type, 
in order to bring it to the same size and price. I would have 
it published about the new year ; and I offer you the pro- 
perty for fifty guineas, payable at the publication. You may 
judge, by my being so moderate in my demands, that I do 
not propo^ to^'make any words about the bargain. It would 
be more convenient for me to print here, especially one of the 
Dissertations, where there is a good deal of literature ; but, 
as the manuscript is distinct and accurate, it would not be 
impossible for me to correct it, though printed at London. 
I leave it to your choice ; though I believe that it might be 
as cheaply and conveniently and safely executed here. 
However, the matter is pretty near indifferent to me.’ ^ 

The volume was not completed until early in 1757, when 
it appeared with the following title ^ Four Dissertions. 1. 
The Natural History of Religion. 2. Of the Passions. 3. 
Of Tragedy. 4. Of the Standard of Taste. By David Hume, 
Esq.’ 

Prom this list of contents ^the Considerations previous to 
Geometry and Natural Philosophy ’ will be missed : they 
were never published. There can be no doubt that they 
embodied Part H. Book I. of the Treatise. Why they were 
withdrawn, we can only conjecture ; perhaps the author 

* Life, vol 1 p. 421 
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despaired of the subject being popular. The dissertation 
on the Passions is a series of extracts verbatim from the 
second volume of the Treatise. The Natural History of 
' Eeligion is no doubt the Dissertation, ^ where there is a 
good deal of literature, — which Allan Eamsay mentioned to 
you.’ The periphrasis under which Hume alludes to it, 
was probably due to his presentiment that its arguments 
would be offensive to many readers. 

Dr. Warbimton saw a copy of the book, before it was pub- 
lished, and wrote to Millar, asking for its suppression,^ 

‘February 7, 1757. 

^ Sir, — I supposed you would be glad to know what sort of 
book it is which you are about to publish with Hume’s name 
and yours to it. The design of the first essay is the very 
same with all Lord Bolingbroke’s, to establish naturalism^ a 
species of atheism, instead of religion ; and he employs one 
of Bolingbroke’s capital arguments for it. All the difference 
is, it is without Bolingbroke’s abusive language. 

^ All the good his mutilation and fitting it up for the public 
has done, is only to add to its other fellies that* of contra- 
diction. He is establishing atheism; and in one single 
line of a long essay professes to believe Christianity. All 
this I shall show in a very,few^words on a proper occasion. 

^In the mean time, if you think you have not money 
enough, and can satisfy your conscience, you vrill do well to 
publish it ; for there is no doubt of the sale among a people 
so feverish, that to-day they bum with superstition, and to- 
morrow freeze with atheism. But the day of the publication 
and the /asi day will be an admirable contrast to one another. 

^ I dare say you knew 'nothing of the contents ; but the 
caution of poor Mr, K. was admirable on a like occasion 
with this very man, Hume. He wrote to Mr. E. to offer 
him a copy, that had nothing to do with religion, as he said. 
Mr. K. replied, that might be ; but as he had given great 
offence, and he (Mr. E.) was himself no judge of these mat- 
ters, he desired to be excused. 

^ You have often told me of this man’s moral virtues. He 
may have many, for aught I know ; but let me observe to 
you, there are vices of the mind as well as of the hody ; and I 
think a wickeder mind, and more obstinately bent on public 
mischief, I never knew. W. W.’ 

Of this book Hume says in his Autobiography : 

1 Warburtou’s Unpiiblifahed Paperh, p. 309. 
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^In tliis interval^ I puWislied at London my JYatural 
History of Eeligion^ along witli some other small pieces : its 
public entry was rather obscure, except only that Dr. Hurd 
wrote a pamphlet against it, with all the illiberal petulance, 
arrogance, and scurrility, which distinguish the Warbur- 
tonian school. This pamphlet gave me some consolation for 
the otherwise indifferent reception of my performance.’ 

The pamphlet in question, which was anonymous and 
dedicated to Warburton, was the joint product of Warburton 
and Hurd. The latter tells the narrative of their pious 
fraud with great simplicity : 

^This book came out early in 1757, and falling into the 
hands of Dr. Warburton, provoked him, by its uncommon 
licentiousness, to enter on the margin, as he went along, 
such remarks as occurred to him ; and when that was too 
narrow to contain them all, he j)ut down the rest on loose 
scraps of paper, which he stuck between the leaves. In this 
state the book was shown to me (as I chanced at that time to 
be in London with the author) merely as matter of curiosity, 
and to give' me an idea of the contents, how mischievous and 
extravagant they were. He had then written remarks on 
about two-thirds of the volume : And I liked them so well, 
that I advised him, by all means, tacarry them on through the 
remaining pai-ts of it, and then to fit them up, in what way 
he thought b^t, for public use, which I told him they very 
well deserved. He put-^by this proposal slightly 5 but, when 
I pressed him again ^on this head, some time after, in a 
letter from Cambridge, he wrote me the following answer : 

As to Hume, I had laid it aside ever since you were here. 
I will now, however, finish my skeleton. It will be hai’dly 
that. If then you think anything can be made of it, and 
will give yourself the trouble, we may perhajis between us 
do a little good, which I dare say, we shall both think will 
be worth a little pains. If I have any force in the fii'st rude 
beating out the mass, you are best able to give it the ele- 
gance of form and splendour of polish. This will answer 
my purpose, to labour together in a joint work to do a little 
good. I will ten you fairlj", it is no more the thing it should 
be, than the Dantzick iron at the forge is the gilt and painted 
ware at Birmingham. It will make no more than a pam- 
phlet ; but you shall take your own time, and make it your 
summer’s amusement, if you will. 1 propose it bear some- 
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thing like this title — ‘ Eemarks on Mr. Hume’s late Essay, 
called. The Nuturcd Historij of Relujlony by a Gentleman 
of Cambridge, in a Letter to the Eev. Dr. Warburton.’ — I 
• propose the address should be with the dryness and reserve 
of a stranger, who likes the method of the Letters on Boling- 
broke’s philosophy, and follows it here, against the same 
sort of writer, inculcating the same impiety, Naturalism, 
and employing the same kind of arguments. The address 
Will remove it from me; the author, a Gentleman of 
Cambridge, from you ; and the secrecy of printing, from us 
both.” I saw by this letter, he was not disposed to take 
much trouble about the tiling. Accordingly his papers were 
soon after sent down to me at Cambridge, pretty much 
in the state I had seen them in at London, so far as they 
then went, only with additional entries in the latter part of 
the book. However, in this careless detached form, I 
thought his observations too good to be lost. And the hint 
of the Address suggested the means of preserving them, 
without any injury to his reputation, and indeed without 
much labour to myself. Having, therefore, transcribed the 
Eemarks, with little alteration, I only*' wrote a short intro- 
duction and conclusion, merely to colour the proposed 
fiction, and in this form^ sent them to the press. When 
Dr. Warburton saw the pampTilet, he said, I should have 
done much more, and worked up his hasty r^mairks in my 
own way. He doubted, also, whether the contrivance, as I 
had managed it, would not be seen through. But in this 
he was mistaken ; for the disguise, as thin as it was, an- 
swered its purpose in keeping the real author out of sight. 
Mr. Hume in particular (understanding, I suppose, fr’om his 
bookseller, who was also mine, that the manuscript came 
from me) was the fii’st to fall into the trap. He was much 
hurt, and no wonder, by so lively an attack upon him, and 
could not help confessing it in what he calls his own Life ; 
in which he has thought fit to honoui' me with greater 
marks of his resentment, than any other of the writers 
against him : nay the spiteful man goes so far as to upbraid 
me with being a follower (indeed, a closer, in this instance, 
than he apiDrehended) of the Warhii7'tonian school. This idle 
story would not have been worth the telling, but for the 
reason abeady given, That I could not, in justice to the 
author, take the merit of so fine a work to myself. And yet 
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in disclaiming it, tlie reader sees, I make but an awkward 
figure, as being obliged to open the secret of our little 
stratagem, in wkicli tbe grace of it mainly consists,’ ^ 

The ^ thin disguise ’ was more than suspected by Hume, 
who wrote to Millar, September 3, 1757. 

‘Apropos to anger; I am positively assured, that Dr. 
Warburton wrote that letter to himself, which you sent me ; 
and indeed the style discovers him sufficiently. I should answer 
him ; but he attacks so small a corner of my building, that 
I can abandon it without drawing great consequences after it. 
If he would come into the field and dispute concerning the 
principal topics of my philosophy, I should probably accept 
the challenge : at present nothing could tempt me to take 
the pen in hand but anger, of which I feel myself incapable, 
even upon this provocation. .... 

‘ I should not be displeased that you read to Dr. War- 
burton, the paragraph in the first page of my letter, with 
regard to himself. The hopes of getting an answer, might 
probably engage him to give us something farther of the 
same khid which, at Jeast, saves you the expense of adver- 
tising. I see the doctor likes a literary squabble/ ^ 

At the time when the Dissertations were printing, Hume 
was in ecstasies over the merit of ‘ Douglas,’ and wrote a 
Dedication to Home. But before the volume appeared, he 
withdrew ’^it for fear of injuring Home’s prospects in the 
Kirk. Shortly afterwards Home resigned his living, and 
Hume directed that the Dedication should be restored. It 
is found in some copies, and not in others. Hume’s corre- 
spondence contains the following passages on the subject : 

To Adam Smith. 

‘ The dedication to John Home, you have probably seen ; 
for I find it has been inserted in some of the weekly papers, 
both here and in London. Some of my fi:iends thought it 
was indiscreet in me to make myself responsible to the public, 
for the productions of another. But the author had lain 
under such singular and unaccountable obstructions in his 
road to fame, that I thought it incumbent on his well-wishers 
to go as much out of the common road to assist him. I 
believe the composition of the dedication will be esteemed 
very prudent, and not inelegant.’ ^ 

* 'RxmVh Ltfiof Wailiirton 2 Life, yoI 11 p 35. J Ibi,d. p 17. 
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To Andrew Millar, 

• ^ The dedication of my Dissertations to Mr. Hume was 
shown to some of his friends here^ men of very good sense, 
who were seized with an apprehension that it would hurt that 
party in the church, with which he had always been con- 
nected, and would involve him, and them of consequence, in 
the suspicion of infidelity. Neither he nor I were in the 
least affected with their panic ; but to satisfy them, we agreed 
to stand by the ai'bitration of one person, of great rank and 
of known prudence ; and I promised them to write to you to 
suspend the publication for one post, in case you should have 
resolved to publish it presently. Next post you shall be sime 
to hear from me 5 and if we be obliged to suppress it, youTl 
be pleased to place the charges of print and paper to my 
account.^ ^ 

To William Mure, 

‘ Pray, whether do you pity or blame me most, whh regard 
to this dedication of my Dissertations to\ny friend, the poet P 
I am sure I never executed any thing which was either more 
elegant in the composition, or more generous in the intention ; 
yet such an alarm seized some fools here, (men of very good 
sense, but fools in that particular,) that they ^sailed both 
him and me with the utmost violence^; and engaged us to 
change oui* intention. I wrote to Millar to suppress that 
dedication ; two posts after, I retracted that order. Can 
any thing be more unlucky than that, in the interval of these 
four days, he should have opened his sale, and disposed of 
eight hundred copies, without that dedication, whence, I 
imagined, my friend would reap some advantage, and myself 
so much honour ? I have not been so heartily vexed at any 
accident of a long time. However, I have insisted that the 
dedication shall still be published.’ ^ 

The Preface, which was not reprinted, runs thus : 

To the Reverend Mr, Aiiihor of ^ Douglas^ a TrageJij, 

^ My deae Sie, — I t was the practice of the antients to ad- 
dress their compositions only to friends and equals, and to 
render their dedications monuments of regard and affection, 

^ Life, vol. u. p. IS. " Ibid. p. 21. 
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not of servility and flattery. In those days of ingenuous and 
candid liberty, a dedication did honour to the person to 
■whom it was addressed, without degrading the author. If 
any partiality appeared towards the patron, it was at least 
the partiality of friendship and affection. 

^ Another instance of true liberty, of which antient times 
can alone afford us an example, is the liberty of thought, 
which engaged men of letters, however different in their 
abstract opinions, to maintain a mutual friendship and re- 
gard; and never to quarrel about principles, while they 
agreed in inclinations and manners. Science was often the 
subject of disputation, never of animosity. Cicero, an aca- 
demic, addressed his philosophical treatises, sometimes to 
Brutus, a stoic ; sometimes to Atticus, an ej)icurean. 

^ I have been seized with a strong desire of renewing these 
laudable jDractices of antiquity, by addressing the following 
dissertations to you, my good friend : For such I will ever 
call and esteem you, notwithstanding the oj)position, which 
j)revails between us, with regard to many of our speculative 
tenets. These differences of opinion I have only found to 
enliven our conversation; while our common passion for 
science and letters served as a cement to our friendship, I 
still admired your genius, even 'when I imagined, that you 
lay und^r the influence of j)rejudice ; and you sometimes 
told me, that you excused my errors, on account of the 
candor and sincerity, which, you thought, accompanied them. 

^ But to tell truth,''it is less my admiration of your fine 
genius, which has engaged mo to make this address to you, 
ihan my esteem of your character and my affection to your 
person. That generosity of mind -vvliich ever accompanies 
you; that cordiality of friendship, that s^jirited honour and 
integrity, have long interested me strongly in your behalf, 
and have made me desirous, that a monument of our mutual 
amity should be publicly erected, and, if possible, be preserved 
to posterity. 

^ I own too, that I have the ambition to be the first who 
shall in public express his admiration of your noble tragedy of 
Douglas ; one of the most interesting and pathetic pieces, 
that was ever exhibited on any theatre. Should I give it 
the preference to the Ilerope of Maffei, and to that of Vol- 
taire, which it resembles in its subject ; should I affirm, that it 
contained more fire and spirit than the former, more tender- 
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ness and simplicity than the latter ; I might be accused of 
j)artiality : And how could I entirely acquit myself^ after the 
^professions of friendship, which I have made you? But the 
unfeigned tears which flowed from every eye, in the numex'ous 
representations which were made of it on this theatre ; the 
unj)aralleled command, which you aj)peared to have over 
every affection of the human breast : These are incontestible 
l>roofs, that you possess the true theatric genius of Sliahespear 
and Ohvaxjy refined fx'om the unhappy baxharism of the one, 
and licentiousness of the othex\ 

My enemies, you know, and, I own, even sometimes my 
friends, have reproached me with the love of pai’adoxes and 
singular opinions ; and I expect to be exposed to the same 
imputation, on account of the character which I have hex’e 
given of your Douglas. I shall be told, no doubt, that I had 
artfully chosen the only time, when this high esteem of that 
piece could be regarded as a paradox, to wit, before its publi- 
cation; and that not being able to contradict in this paxiiicular 
the sentiments of the public, I have, at least, resolved to go 
before them. But I shall be amply compensated for all these 
pleasantiies, if you accept this testimony of my I’egard, and 
believe me to be, with the greatest sincerity, 

^ Dear Sir, • • 

^ Tour most affectioxiate Friend, 

• ^ c 

and humble Servant, 

^ David Hume. 

‘ Edinburgh • S January ^ X757.’ 


The history of this volume is not yet concluded. It is 
now imoved that Hume originally intended to include in it 
Essays on Suicide and on the Immortality of the Soul, and 
that they were already iii print, when he yielded to his dis- 
like to Stirling a nest of hoimets, and sent orders for them to 
be expunged. 

He was exti’emoly anxious that no copy containing these 
Essays should remain in existence : what then was his 
annoyance on finding that Wilkes was possessed of one ? He 
wiites to Millar, April 23, 1764 : 

^ I never see Mr. Wilkes hei'e but at chapel, whei’e he is 
a most regulai’, and devout, and edifying, and pious attendant ; 
I take him to be entirely I’egenei’ate. He told me last Sunday, 
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that yon had given him a copy of my Dissertations^ with the 
two which I had suppressed ; and that he, foreseeing danger, 
from the sale of his library, had wrote to you to find out that 
copy, and to tear out the two obnoxious dissei-tations. Pray ' 
how stands that fact? It was imprudent in you to intrust 
him with that copy : it was very imident in him to use that 
jirecaution. Yet I do not naturally suspect you of impru- 
dence, nor him of prudence. I must hear a little farther 
before I pronounce.^ ^ 

Millar replied : 

^ I take Mr. Wilkes to be the same man he was, — acting 
a part. He has forgot the story of the tivo dissertations. 
The fact is, upon importunity, I lent to him the only copy I 
I)reserved, and for years never could recollect he had it, till 
his books came to be sold ; upon this I went immediately to 
the g'entleman that directed the sale, told him the fact, and 
reclaimed the two dissertations which were my property. 
Mr. Coates, who was the person, immediately delivered me 
the volume ; and so soon as I got home, I tore them out and 
burnt them, that T ipight not lend them to any for the future. 
Two days after, Mr. Coates sent me a note for the volume, as 
Mr. Wilkes had desired it should be sent to him at Paris ; I 
I’eturned the volume, but tolchhim-the two dissertations, I had 
torn out of the volume and burnt, being my property. This 
is the truth 5f the matter, and nothing but the truth. It 
was certainly impmdefit for me to lend them to him.’ ^ 

It was no secret, hotirever, that some Essays had been sup- 
pressed. The volume itself preserves the traces of mutilation, 
and Dr. Warburton, in his letter to Millar, alluded to it. So 
too Dr. Horne, in his letter to Adam Smith, dated 1777, 
enquired, ^when the great work of benevolence and charity^ 
of wisdom and virtuey shall be crowned by the j>ublication of 
a treatise designed to prove the Soul’s Moetalitv, and 
another to justify and recommend Self-Muhdee ; for 
which, without doubt, the present and every future age 
will bless the name of the gentle and amiable author.’ Prom 
the ^ Gentleman’s Magazine’ for July 1777, it appears that 
rumour had magnified the number and the wickedness of 
the Essays : the reviewer speaks of ^ the tracts in defence of 
suicide, adultery, &c., whose publication, if we are rightly 
informed, authority has hitherto ]irevented.’ A correspondent 
* Life, yol. 11 p 202. - P-ul. 
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ill tlie same number (p. 326) instances suicide and adultery 
as two virtues that are praiseworthy according to Hume’s 
system : and he proceeds to say : ^ If report says true, and 
sometimes it docs, the Essay on Suicide has been published, 
and was suppressed by public authority. A great legacy was 
left to an eminent bookseller to publish it again, and, on his 
refusal, was offered to others ; and when the more generous 
of the trade in Britain refused to give birth to such a na- 
tional evil, it was dispatched into Holland, to return hither, 
again, and scatter its pestilential influence over the fellow- 
subjects and fell ow- citizens of the goody the humaney the 
social Mr. Hume.’ The stoiy of the legacy is evidently due 
to a confusion of the ^ tracts ’ with the Dialogues concerning 
natural Eeligion, for the publication of which Hume had 
provided in his will, but which had not yet ajDpeared. The 
statement that the ^tracts’ had once been published, and 
were suppressed by public authority, is no doubt an error, 
although it is repeated with great chcumstantiality in the 
^ Gentleman’s Magazine’ for August 1784: p. 607. These 
Essays, it is well known, were printed and advertised by 
Mr. Millar, with some others by Mr. Hume, near thirty years 
ago ; but before the day of publication, being intimidated by 
threats of a j)rosecution, the bookseller called in some copies 
that he had dispersed, cancelled the two Essays, and (with 
difficulty) prevailed on Mr. Hume to substitute s(^ie others 
less obnoxious.’ This story does not* appear to be consistent 
with Hume’s mention of the suj)pressi< 9 n in his letter to Millai’; 
and nothing in the Life of Hume ’ renders it probable. 

In 1784 a book was published with the following title- 
page : ‘ Essays on Suicide and the Immortality of the Soul, 
ascribed to the late David Hume, Esq. Xever before 
published. With Eemaeks, intended as an Antidote to the 
Poison contained in these Performances, by the Editor ; To 
which is added. Two letters on Suicide, from Eosseau’s 
Eloisa. London : Printed for M. Smith ; and sold by the 
Booksellers in Piccadilly, Fleet Street, and Paternoster Eow. 
1783. Price 3s. 6d. sewed.’ 

The Editor’s Preface runs as follows : 

^ These two Essays on Suicide and the Immortality of the 
Soiily though not published in any edition of his works, are 
generally attributed to the late ingenious Mr. Hume. 

^ The well-known contempt of this eminent philosopher for 
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the comucLOii convictions of mankind, raised an apprehension 
of the contents from the very title of these pieces. Bnt the 
celebrity of the author’s name, renders them, notwithstand- ^ 
ing, in some degree objects of great curiosity. 

^ Owing to this circumstance, a few copies have been clan- 
destinely circulated, at a largo price, for some time, but 
without any comment. The very mystery attending this 
mode of selling them, made them more an object of req^uest 
than they would otherwise have been. 

^ The inesent publication comes abroad under no such re- 
straint, and possesses very superior advantages. The Notes 
annexed are intended to expose the sophistry contained in 
the original Essays, and may show how little we have to fear 
from the adversaries of these great tmths, from the pitiful 
figure which even Mr. Hume makes in thus violently ex- 
hausting his last strength in an abortive attempt to traduce 
or discredit them. 

^ The two very masterly Letters from the Eloisa of Eos- 
seau on the subject of Suicide, have been much celebrated,* 
and we hope will be considered as materially increasing the 
value of this curious collection. 

‘ The admirers of Mr. Hume will be pleased with seeing the 
remains of a favourite authoy rescued in this manner from 
that oblivion, to which the prejudices of his countrymen had, 
in all apf>edTance, consigned them ; and even the religious 
part of mankind havd some reason of triumph, from the 
strikmg instance here •given of tmth’s superiority to error, 
even when error has all the advantage of an elegant genius, 
and a great literary reputation to recommend it.^ 

The third paragrax^h x)robably alludes to copies of the origi- 
nal proof-sheets ; but the statement of the title-iDage, that 
the Essays had not x^reviously been printed, is untme. They 
had been published in 1777, without the printer’s name. A 
copy in the British Museum has for title-page : ^ Two 
Essays. London. M.DCC.LXYIL Price Five Shillings.’ 
There is no preface, note, or comment. The Essays are 
word for word the same with those of 1 784. It is i)Ossible 
that this is the Edition, printed in Holland, to which the 
wiiter in the ^ Gentleman’s Magazine ’ referred : but, if so, he 
had not seen the book, for he only knows the subject of one 
of the Essays. 

These ^tracts,’ as they ai)pear in these two .editions, had 
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generally been accepted as genuine, partly on llie evidence 
of style, and partly because of the silence of Hume’s friends, 
who were challenged to disavow them. But no dhect evi- 
• dence was known to exist, until the Advocates’ Library 
became possessed of a bound coi)y of proof-sheets of the origi- 
nal volume; corrected, it appears, by Hume, and containing one 
of the Essays in question. The book has the following note : 

^ This book contains a piece of Mr. D. Hume’s, of which 
there is, I believe, but another copy existing. Having printed 
the volume as it here stands, Mr. Hume was advised by a 
friend, to suppress the Dissertation upon Suicide ; which 
he accordingly did. A copy, however, had somehow got into 
the hands of Mr. Muirhead, a man of letters, who had made 
a very valuable collection of books. Mr. Hume, after the 
death of Mr. Muirhead, employed me to beg that copy from 
his nephew, who very politely delivered it up. Upon this 
Mr. Hume gave me leave to keep the present copy, which he 
had lent me : I promising not to show it to any body. 

‘A. E.’ 

These are believed to be the initittls of Allan Eamsay. 
There is no title-page ; hut at the hegmning there is written, 
perhaps in Hume’s handwidting : ^ Five Dissertations, to 

wit. The Natural History of Eeligion, Of the Passions. Of 
Tragedy. Of Suicide. Of the Immortality ^f J:he Soul.’ 
lu this copy the Essay on Suicide Jbas been cut out ; hut 
the companion Essay remains in its^enthety. Allan Eam- 
say’s note informs us, that it was the former of these which 
Hume’s friend called in question : — and his phrase confirms 
the belief that the writers in the ^ Gentleman’s Magazine ’ 
blundered in stating that the hook was published and sup- 
pressed by public authority; hut ho leaves it doubtful 
whether the copy, when Hunio gave it him, contained both 
Essays, or not ; and when and by whom the Dissertation on 
Suicide was cut out. However this may be, as the Essay 
on the Immortality of the Soul in this copy is identical 
with that which was published uuder the same title, first in 
1777, and then again in 1783, there can ho no reasonable 
doubt that the Essay on Suicide, which was printed vdth 
it on both occasions, is also genuine. 

As has been said, the ^ Four Dissertations ’ is a volume, 
which shows signs of mutilation : and, in brief, its history 
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seems to liave been tliis. (i.) The Dissertations on Geometry, 
on tlie NTatural History of Eeligion, on Ti’agedy, and 
on the Passions rrere in manuscript in 1755. (ii.) The 

first of these never -went to the press, (hi.) Between 1755 and " 
1757 Hume wi-ote the two Essays on Suicide and on the 
Immortality of the Soul (iv.) The five remaining Disser- 
tations were then printed in the above order, the first three 
occupying 200 pages, and ending with the fourth sheet 
of signature K. The Essay on Suicide began on K 5 ; 
and was followed by the Essay on the Immortality of the 
Soul, (v.) First, the Essay on Suicide was cut out ; 
leaving the next Essay to begin in Allan Eamsay’s copy at 
L 4. Afterwai’ds, this was also destroyed, and, to make a 
volume of decent size, a new Dissertation, On the Standard 
of Taste, was wiitten, and printed on a new signature, L ; 
so that K 4 to G appear as mutilated strips of leaves. The 
ten missing sheets in Eamsay’s copy would exactly accom- 
modate the Essay on Suicide. 

In 1758 the Fom’ Dissertations were combined with the 
rest of Hume's literary works, and published in a quarto 
edition of one volume, with the title-page, ^Essays and 
Treatises on several Subjects, by David Hume, Esq. ; a new' 
edition : ' and with the following Advertisement : ^ Some 
Alterations are made on the iStles of the Treatises, contained 
in the foHo^^g Volume. What in former Editions was 
called Essays Moral and Political ^ is here entitled Essay s^ 
Moraly Political and Literary^ Part I. The Political Dis^ 
courses form the second Part. What in former Editions 
was called, Philosophical Essays concerning Euman Under’- 
standing is here entitled An Enq^iiry concerning Human 
Understanding. The Four Dissertations lately published 
are dispersed thro' different Parts of this Volume.' None of 
the contents of the previous editions were omitted, with the 
exception of the Dedication to John Home ; but after the 
book had been printed and paged, two new Essays were 
bound up with it, arriving too late to be inserted in the list 
of contents. These are the paiDcrs on the Jealousy of 
Trade and on the Coalition of Parties. This was the 
first edition that added an Index, ^ which cost him more 
trouble than he was aware of when he began it,' ^ 

From this time the editions assume a settled shape, and 

* Life, Tol 11 p 36 
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may be enumerated briefly. In 1760 they were published in 
four volumes, duodecimo : in 1764, in two volumes, octavo ; 
when the three Essays on Impudence and Modesty, on 
Love and Marriage, and on the Study of History, whose 
fate had long been trembling on the balance, were omitted ; 
and Section YI. Part I. of the Enquiry concerning the 
Principles of Morals was degraded to the Appendix, where 
it appeared with the heading. Of some Verbal Disputes. 
In 1768, there was a quarto edition of two volumes, with a 
portrait of the Author by Donaldson. In 1770, the edition 
consisted of four volumes, octavo ; the Essay on Avarice was 
omitted ; and the whole of the contents had been carefully 
revised, so that this ranks with the edition of 1754 as con- 
taining more important changes than any of the interme- 
diate ones. Finally, in 1777 appeared the posthumous and 
authoritative edition, in which there were few changes of 
expression ; on the other hand, a new Essay, on the Origin 
of Government, and the famous Advertisement, which has 
been quoted at page 37, were added : and what had hitherto 
been Section II. Part I. of the Enquiry^concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Morals was transferred to the Appendix with the 
title. Of Self Love. 

It has already been observed^ that Hume bestowed extra- 
ordinary pains upon preparing the various editions of his 
Essays for the press, and a few of the changtSfe have been 
noted. It may be interesting to review briefly the variations 
of sentiment which come to the surface. In politics, for 
instance, as he grew older, he became a confirmed opponent 
of the Y^igs, and the successive editions of his History were 
marked by an effort to be rid of rthe plaguy prejudices of 
Whiggism,^ ^ which shows itself particularly in the nan-ative 
of the seventeenth century. The Essays were from time to 
time modified in the same direction. In Editions A to P the 
second Essay, Of the Liberty of the Press,^ contained a long 
discussion of the question, ^ Whether the unlimited exercise 
of this liberty be advantageous or prejudicial to the public 
and decided strongly in the former sense: Edition Q, in 
1770, dropt the discussion. This, however, is the strongest 
instance : most of the other omissions or corrections, so for 
as concerned English politics, were due to the fact, that the 
public had ceased to discuss such points as Instructions, and 
* Life, vol. 11 . p. 141. 
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tliat impartial observation on the history and conduct of the 
Court and Country Parties was obsolete. 

The study of English History appears to have occasioned 
but few alterations in statements of fact ; the clearest beine: * 
on the first page of ^ The Balance of Trade/ ^ where Editions 
H and 0 vary with the jn’ogress of his ^ History.^ The 
course of contemporary politics relieved him of the fear that 
Europe would be swallowed up by enormous monarchies ; ^ 
and in 1770 he omitted passages which boasted of England 
as the bulwark against French aggression.^ As regards the 
Eoman Catholic religion, and indeed religion general!}-, he 
softened or withdrew ofifensive expressions, though the gene- 
ral tenor of his sentiments remained unchanged, and in 1770 
he added a paragraph on the doctrine of the Intention of 
the Priest, characterizing it as positive, arrogant, and dog- 
matical.^ There is a marked change in his oj)inion of Lord 
Bolingbroke, who, up to 1 74S, was instanced as ^ a culti- 
vated genius for oratory:^ the citation was changed in the 
next edition, when also praise of his oratory was modified in 
another patssage.'*^ ^ the same time he omitted an invective 
against Dr. Swift, as an author, ^ who has more humour than 
knowledge, more taste than judgment, and more spleen, 
prejudice, and passion than ^ny of these qualities : ’ however 
to the last he was called the first Englishman to widte polite 
prose.® RaiRn had a sudden downfall in his good graces. 
In the edition of 1752 he is styled ‘the most judicious of 
historians;’ Edition K in 1754 — the year in which the first 
volume of the History of the Stuarts was published — censures 
his ‘ usual malignity and partiality.’^ 

The general development of style may easily be seen, by 
comparing either the Treatise or the Essays which only 
peared in Edition A with the language of the text, as he 
finally left it. A few words and plnases deserve special 
notice. For some years he invariably wrote Britain, not 
Great Britain. ‘ Something of the Misanthrope ’ ^ was struck 
out in 1770. From 1742 to 174S he wi’ote, ‘to the CEstram 
or Verve of the poets:’® from 1751 to 1708 it is their 
‘CEstrura or native enthusiasm : ’ in 1770 the barbarous 

j Yol ill p. 331. ® Vol 111 pp 170, 173 

2Vol lii p. 35o ® Vol 111 pp 3 j2, L“)9. 

3 Vol. in pp 353, 47G ’ Vol in p 473. 

^ In a note to the Enqiiii j Coucerumg ®Vol in p 131. 

the Principles of Morals, sec. in. ® Vol. in. p. 197. - 
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word disappeared. In 1748 he replaced Gaiete de Coeur^ 
by ^ gaiety of heart/ ^ Up to 1764 he apologized for speak- 
ing of the absurd naivety of Sancho Panza^, ^ a word which I 
* have borrow’d from the French, and which is wanted in our 
language:’^ in 1768 the a^Dology was thought unnecessary. 
Lastly, we may notice that in 1770 he dropt the obsolete 
phrase, ^the stated clubs at the inns.’^ 

On redwing the history of Hume’s literary and philoso- 
phical works, we are at once struck by the suddenness with 
which his labours in philosophy came to an end. The Trea- 
tise on Human Nature was written when he was five-and- 
twenty ; that is, in the beginning of 1736 ; it was published 
in 1739-40, and after that date he wrote little that was new. 
The Essay on Miracles was already drafted in manuscript. 
The Enquiries are for the most j)art popular repi’oductions. 
Even a large portion of the Essays ajjpears to have been 
written before 1739. The only additions which philosoj)hy 
received from Hume, are to be found in the Natural History 
of Eeligioii and the Dialogues concerning Natural Religion ; 
the latter were written before 1761, an^ the former he had 
kept some years by him ’ in 1765. To be brief : Hume’s con- 
tributions to metaphysics were written by 1736, when he was 
five-and-twenty : his contributjon to the philosophy of reli- 
gion, by 1760, when he was thirty-nine : and after this date 
he added nothing. 

Various theories have been invented to account for this. 
It has been suggested that the negative character of Hume’s 
speculation reacted upon their author, chilling the earnest 
spirit of enquiry which had comj)osed the Treatise, and re- 
conciling him to lazy acquiescence. It is said that indiffer- 
ence of this sort explains the candour and impartiality with 
which Hume treated the political disputes of his day. The 
same supposition has been adduced to explain the habitual 
irony with which he wrote on religious topics. Mr, Hunt, 
following the late Pi'ofessor Maurice, adopts language to a 
similar effect. 

^ The title generally applied to Hume is that of Sceptic, 
and this both in philosophy and religion. He follows expe- 
rience till he finds there is something beyond experience. 
Then he either acknowledges that we must fall back upon 
natural instincts, and trust to reason, such as it is, or he 
* Vol. 111 . p. 230. ® Vol HI. p. 240. ® Vol. lu, p. 320. 
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gives W£Ly to despair, and with an easy indifference flings the 
problem aside as insoluble, bidding us be content with our 
ignorance, for all is an enigma, a riddle, and a mystery. 
These two states of mind are clearly distinguishable in Hume. * 
They are both called Scej)ticism, yet they are so different 
that the one leads to inquiry, the other to indolence. The 
one was a quality of his own keen intellect, the other was 
learned in France.’ ^ Had this evil scepticism been attributed 
to the effect of Fx-ench literature, the charge would have been 
more difficult to prove or disj)rove : worded as it is, it throws 
a burden of proof upon Mr. Hunt. He has already promised 
that he will not refer to the Treatise ; his allusion, therefore, 
is to the Enquiry concerning the Human Understanding, 
which was published eleven years after Hume’s return from 
France. Neither the Treatise nor the Essays which followed 
are characterised by indolent sce23ticism ; the malady, there- 
fore, was latent for these eleven years. 

A more commonplace explanation may be suggested. 
Hume had brought his criticism of the philosophy of experi- 
ence to a point, wheye, as he saw clearly, negation had done 
its work, and either he must leave the subject, or else attempt 
a reconstruction. For the latter Hume certainly lacked the 
disposition, and probably th^ abiKty : few philosoiihers have 
been at once critical and constructive. He turned to the 
philosophy of religion, a subject which throughout his life 
exercised a strong faScination upon him ; but his friends 
would not suffer him to publish his maturest questionings. 
Meanwhile an early taste for politics and history was groov- 
ing ujpon him. His discussion of jiohtical questions gained 
the praise of Bishop Butler: the Political Discourses ran 
into a second edition within the year. Tet he retained a 
firm belief in the value of his metaphysical speculations : ho 
was willing to explain points here and there in letters to 
personal friends, and he *was determined that at least some 
liortion of his discoveries should win the ear of the public. 

It must also be borne in mind that he was by no means 
rich ; that from early life he had looked to his pen to win a 
competency: and that on various occasions he showed a 
Scotch tenacity in the pursuit of money. On reviewing the 
Treatise, he must have seen that the general result gave him 
a vantage-ground fi’om which ho could ply the weapons of 

^ Contemporary Bcyiutv. May, 1S60 , p. SO.# 
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scepticism and irony in a novel and popular fashion ; but 
that if he maintained the earnest spirit of his youth, he must 
be content to remain unread. He selected for ^ recasting ’ 
• precisely those portions which lent themselves to this manner, 
and which were likely to excite public attention. To this 
day, although his fame is established, few students of philo- 
sophy tmrn to the Treatise. 

The candour of the political Essays is also capable of 
explanation from his life and character. Haturally of a 
sensitive, irritable disposition, the ideal which he set before 
himself, was all that was dignified and judicial. 

The following narrative of the circumstances attending the 
posthumous publication of the Dialogues concerning NTatural 
Eeligion is borrowed from Mr. Burton : — 

He appointed Smith his literary executor, in the fol- 
lowing terms ; To my friend Dr. Adam Smith, late Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy in Glasgow, I leave all my 
manuscripts without exception, desiring him to publish my 
‘ Dialogues on NTatural Eeligion,^ which are comprehended in 
this present bequest ; but to publish no other papers which 
ho suspects not to have been written wixhin these five years, 
but to destroy them all at his leisure. And I even leave him 
full power over all my papers^ except the Dialogues above 
mentioned; and though I can trust to that intimate and 
sincere friendship, which has ever subsisted be^v^en us, for 
his faithful execution of this part of 5ny will, yet, as a small 
recompense of his pains in correctiisg and publishing this 
work, I leave him two hundred pounds, to be paid imme- 
diately after the publication of it.^’ ^ . . . . 

^ Previous to his journey to Bath, Hume appears to have 
informed Smith of the desire exx3ressed in his will, that he 
should undertake the publication of the Dialogues on 
Natural Eeligion.’^ The intimation was p>robably verbal, as 
it does not form pai't of any letter among Hume’s papers. 
BUiot was opposed to the publication of this work. Blair 
j)leaded strongly for its suppression; and Smith, who had 
made up his mind that he would not edit the work, seems to 
have desired that the testamentary injunction laid on him 
might be revoked. Hume, however, before his death, took 
effectual steps to guard against its suppression. 

^ Thus, after having good-naturedly abstained, for nearly 
^ Life, vol. ii. p 489 
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tRiriy years, from the puhlication of a work, which might 
give paiii and umbrage to his dearest fr'iends ; at the close of 
life, and when the lapse of time since it was written might 
have been supposed to render him indifferent to its fate, — 
because there appeared some danger of its final suppression, 
he took decided and well-pondered ste^^s to avert from it this 
fate. Such was the character of the man ^ 

Hume to Adam Smith* 

“LomIoi3, May D, 1776. 

^ “ Mt deae Feiekd, — I send you enclosed an ostensible 
letter, conformably to your desire. I think, however, your 
scruples groundless. Was Mallet any wise hurt by his 
j)ublicatioii of Lord Bolingbroke ? He received an office 
afterwai-ds from the present king and Lord Bute, the most 
prudish men in the world ; and he always justified himself 
by his sacred regard to the will of a dead friend. At the 
same time, I own that your scruples have a specious appear- 
ance. But my opinion is, that if uj)on my death you deter- 
mine never to publislj, these paj)ers, you should leave them 
sealed up with my brother and family, with some inscription 
that you reseiTe to yom'self the j)ower of reclaiming them 
whenever you think proper. Jf L live a few years longer, I 
shall publish them myself. I consider an observation of 
Eochefoucaufc, that a wind, though it extinguishes a candle, 
blows up a fire h . ^ . 

^ The “ostensible leister” which w^as to serve as Smith’s 
Justification, if he should decline to follow the injunctions of 
the will, is as follows : — 

‘ “LoikIuh, May 3, 1776. 

“ My deae Sie, — A fter reflecting more maturely on that 
aiticle of my will by which I left you the disi^osal of all 
my papers, with a request that you should j)ublish my 
‘ Dialogues concerning Natural Religion,^ I have become 
sensible that, both on account of the nature of the work, 
and of your situation, it may be imj)roj)er to hurry on that 
publication. I therefore take the present opportunity of 
qualifying that friendly request. I am content to leave it 
enthely to your discretion, at what time you will publish 
that piece, or whether you wull jpublish it at all. 

“ You will find among my papers a very inoffensive piece, 

* Life, V(>] 11 p 191. • 
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called ^ my own Life/ wHcli I composed a few days before I 
left Bdinburgli ; when I tbougbt, as did all my friends, that 
my life was desj)aired of. There can be no objection, that 
*the small piece should be sent to Messrs. Strahan and Cadell, 
and the proprietors of my other works, to bo prefixed to any 
future edition of them.’^ 

^ Smith did not absolutely refuse to edit the Dialogues/^ 
but Hume saw pretty clearly that it was a task that would 
not be performed by him. That he was correct in this sup- 
position, ap]3ears by a letter from Smith to Strahan after 
Hume’s death, whore he says : 

^ I once had persuaded him to leave it entirely to my dis- 
cretion either topublislx them at what time I thought proper, 
or not to publish them at all. Had he continued of this 
mind, the manuscript should have been most carefully pre- 
served, and upon my decease restored to his family ; but it 
never should have been published in my lifetime. When you 
have read it, you will perhaps think it not unreasonable to 
consult some prudent friend about wliai^you ought to do.” 

^ By a codicil to his will, dated 7th August, he thus altered 
the arrangement referred to in these letters. ^^In my 
later will and dispositional made some destinations with 
regard to my manuscripts : All these I now retract, and leave 
my manuscripts to the care of Mr. William^ Strahan of 
London, member of Parliament, tm^ting to the friendship 
that has long subsisted between us, for'his careful and friithful 
execution of my intentions. I desire that my ^Dialogues 
concerning Natural Eeligion’ may be printed and published, 
any time within two years after my death.” . . . 

^ There is then a 3iew paragraph appended as follows : 

^ “ I do ordain that if my ^ Dialogues,’ from whatever cause, 
be not published within two years and a half after my death, 
as also the account of my life, the property shall leturn to 
my nephew, David, whose duty in publishing them, as the 
last request of his uncle, must be approved of by all the 
world.” 

^ Both Hume and Smith seem to have thought that Strahan 
would undertake the publication as a mere matter of business. 
But this book, like the little hunchback in the Arabian 
Nights,” was a commodity which every one seemed anxious 
to transfer to his neighbour. Strahan declined to undertake 
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the task, and the “Dialogues” did not appear until 1779, 
when thej" were published by their author’s nephew.’ ^ 

The title- 2 )ag’e consists simply of the words ^ Dialogues 
concerning Natural Eeligion, by David Hume, Esq.,’ and * 
bears no ^publisher’s name. 

The book is noticed in ^The Gentleman’s Magazine,’ 
October, 1779. Although, perhaps, the most finished of its 
author’s xproductions, it has not excited general attention; 
there seems to be a deep-seated reluctance to discuss such 
fundamental questions. 

The larger toleration, which characterises the present age, 
makes it, perha 2 >s, difficult to understand why Adam Smith 
was so reluctant to jput the book through the press for his 
friend. Unhajppily, it is too certain, that, if he desired 
peace, he was prudent in declining* to do so. A storm of 
obloquy burst upon him for his share in publishing Hume’s 
autobiograiphy and for the letter which accompanied it. 
The autobiography in question, dated April 18, 1776 — Hume 
died August 25 — appeared in 1777, as ^ The Life of David 
Hume, Esq? Writtej^ by himself. Price 1^. 6 J. London : 
Printed for W. Strahan; and T. Cadell in the Strand.’ The 
Preface runs as follows : — ^ Mr. Hume, a few months before 
his death, wrote the followijig short account of his own 
Life; and, in a codicil to his will, desired that it might 
be jirefixeflHo the next edition of his Works. That edi- 
tion cannot be published for a considerable time.^ The 
Editor,^ in the mean*while, in order to serve the pur- 
chasers of the former editions ; and, at the same time, to 
gratify the impatience of the public curiosity ; has thought 
proper to publish it separately, without altering even the 
title or superscription, which was written in Mr. Hume’s 
own hand on the cover of the manuscrixit.’ 

The Autobiography and Letter are printed at the beginning 
of this volume. Adam Smith was promptly taken to task. In 
the same year was written Letter to Adam Smith, LL.D. 
on the Life, Death, and Philosophy of his friend David 
Hume, Esq. By One of the People called Chiistians. 

ILant obticuii, sola sub nocte, per umbrani, 

Porque domos Dins yacuis, et mama regna ’ 

In the Advertisement the author declines to give his name, 

^ Life Tol ii. pp 491-405 same TO ir 

- Ncscrtlieless it appeared in tbe ^ Ad im Smith. • 
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Tvliicli can have no hearing on the argument ; and, as his 
hook costs only a shilling, deprecates the anger of those 
readers who will disagree with him ; while he entreats the 
* friends of Eeligion, in so critical a time, to speak well of it. 
But for a desire to he anonymous, he would have prefixed 
his portrait, with an effort to wear as happy an expression as 
Hume himself. The letter begins ; ^ Sir, — You have been 
lately employed in embalming a philosopher ; his hody, I 
believe I must say ; for concerning the other part of him, 
neither you nor he seem to have entertained an idea, sleeping 
or waking. Else, it surely might have claimed a little of 
your care and attention ; and one would think, the belief of 
the souFs existence and immortality could do no harm, if it 
did no good, in a Theory of Moral Sentiments. But every gen- 
tleman understands his own business best.’ After asserting 
that his own good humour and literary tastes are such as to 
make him an impartial judge, he proceeds to state his pointy 
that since the social qualities of David, however amiable, by 
no means prevented him from being guilty of the atrocious 
wickedness of diffusing atheism througb^ the land, it was a 
scandal for Doctor Smith to pronounce him one who ap- 
proached as nearly to the idea of a perfectly wise and virtuous 
man, as perhaps the natuf'e off human frailty will permit. 
The letter, which is devoid of argument, repea^Jihis point 
from time to time with a variety of^ scurrilous jests and 
coarse comparisons. It places Hume in the same category 
with John the Painter, who may have played whist well, in 
spite of an odd fancy of firing all the dockyards in the king- 
dom. Eeturning to the charge, it says that only on athe- 
istical principles is it right in our last hours to read Lucian, 
to play at whist, to droll upon Charon and his boat, to die as 
foolish and insensible, as much like our brother philosophers, 
the calves of the field, and the asses of the desert, as we can, 
for the life of us. StiU further to illustrate so shocking a 
death-bed, the ^ drollery ’ is paraphrased as follows : ^ Lord, 
I have only one reason why I should wish to live. Suffer 
me so to do, I most humbly beseech Thee, yet a little while, 
till mine eyes shall behold the success of my undertaking lo 
overthrow, by my metaphysics, the faith which thy Son 
descended from heaven to plant, and to root out the know- 
ledge and the love of thee from the earth.’ 

After reprobating the inhumanity of an author who could 
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impugn the comfortable doctrines of the Christian Faith, 
Bishop Horne insinuates that Hume was by no means so in- 
sensible to attack as his Life pretends, asking if there was ^ 
not an author — meaning Beattie ; he has already assured Dr. 
Smith that his own name does not begin with B. — whose 
name could not be mentioned to Hume, or else he would 
* fly out into a transport of passion and swearing ^ ? 

"Waxing hot with indignation at Smith’s approval of 
Hume’s manner of death, the Bishop tells him that he who 
can behold with complacency such a mischievous life, so evil a 
death, may smile over Babj^lon in ruins, esteem the earth- 
quake which destroyed Lisbon an agreeable occurrence, and 
congratulate the hardened Pharaoh on his overthrow in the 
Eed Sea. Drollery in such circumstances is neither more 
nor less than 

Moody Madness, laughing "Hi Id, 

An* id sevemt woo. 

Would we know the baneful and j)estilential influences of 
false philosophy on the human heart, we need only con- 
template them in this most deplorable instance of Mr, Hume. 

That this ^ drolling upon Charon and his boat ’ gave dire 
offence, appears also from a sermon of John Wesley’s : ^ 

^ Did that right honourable wretch, compared to whom 
Sir E — ^ saint, know the heart of man, — he that so 
earnestly advised his qwn son, never to sjieak the truth, to 
lie or dissemble as often as he speaks, to wear a mask con- 
tinually ? ” that earnestly counselled him, “ not to debauch 
slnrjlG (because some inconveniences might follow), 

but always married women ? ” Would one imagine this 
grovelling animal ever had a wife or a man’ied daughter of 

his own ? 0 rare Lord C ! Did ever man so well deserve, 

though he was a Peer of the realm, to die by the side of 
Newgate ? Or did ever book so well deserve to be burned 
by the common hangman, as his Letters ? Did Mr. David 
Hume, lower, if possible, than either of the former, know the 
heart of maiii^ No more than a worm or a beetle does. 
After playing so idly with the darts of death,” do you now 
find it a langhing matter P What think you now of Charon ? 
Has he ferried you over Styx ? At length he has taught you 
to know a little of your own heart * At length you know, it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God ! ’ 

* No. Jl^23 Prtaclied at Halifax, April 21, 1790, On tlie *t)eceitfulnef<s of the 
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One or two passages may be cited from Boswell in further 
illustration of the bitter feeling with which Hume’s death 
^ was expected. When we were alone, I introduced the sub- 
ject of death, and endeavoured to maintain that the fear of 
it might be got over. I told him that David Hume said to 
me, he was no more uneasy to think he should not be after 
his life, than that he had not been before he began to exist. 
Johnson : Sir, if he really thinks so, his perceptions are 
disturbed ; he is mad ; if he does not think so, he lies. He 
may tell you, he holds his finger in the flame of a candle, 
without feeling pain; would you believe him? When he 
dies, he at least gives up all he has.” Boswell ; Foote, Sir, 
told me, that when he was very ill he was not afiraid to die ? ” 
Johnson : It is not true. Sir. Hold a pistol to Foote’s 
breast, or to Hume’s breast, and threaten to kill them, and 
you’U see how they behave.” ’ . . . Letter from Boswell 

to Johnson: ^Without doubt you have read what is called 
The Life of David Hume,” written by himself, with the 
letter from Dr. Adam Smith subjoined to it. Is not this an 
age of daring effrontery ? My friend Mx, Anderson, Pro- 
fessor of Natural Philosophy at Glasgow, at whose house you 
and I supped, and to whose care Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, 
was intrusted at that University, paid me a visit lately ; and 
after we had talked with indignation and conteiypt of the 
poisonous productions with which tljis age is mfested, he 
said there was now an excellent opportunity for Dr. Johnson 
to step forth. I agreed with him tliat you might knock 
Hume’s and Smith’s heads together, and make vain and 
ostentatious infidelity exceedingly ridiculous. Would it not 
be worth your while to crush such noxious weeds in the 
moral garden ? ’ . . . ^ I mentioned to Dr. Johnson, that 

David Hume’s persisting in his infidelity, when he was dying, 
shocked me much. Johnson : Why should it shock you, 
Sir ? Hume owned he had never read the New Testament 
with attention. Here then was a man who had been at no 
I)ains to inquire into the truth of religion, and had con- 
tinually turned his mind the other way. It was not to be 
expected that the prospect of death would alter his way of 
thinking, unless God should send an angel to set him right.” 
I said, I had reason to believe that the thought of annfiiila- 
tion gave Hume no pair. Johnson \ ^^It was not so. Sir. 
He had a vanity in being thought easy. It is more probable 
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that he should assume an appearance of ease, than so very 
improbahle a thing should be, as a man not afraid of going 
(as, in spite of his delusive theory, he cannot be sure but he^ 
may go) into an unknown state, and not being uneasy at 
leaving all he knew. And you are to consider, that upon his 
own principle of annihilation he had no motive to speak the 
trnth.^’ ^ 

According to the author of the ^ Supplement to the Life of 
David Hume ' (1777), it was thought necessary that his grave 
should be watched by two men for eight nights, and the 
droppings of grease from their lanterns wore long visible on 
the tomb. 

In this Edition the text of the Treatise of Human Nature 
has been followed in aU its curiosities of spelling and 
punctuation. In the Essays the posthumous edition of 1777 
has been reprinted; the variations of earlier editions are 
given ill the notes, which in all cases adopt the latest text. 
The Essays, which did not survive, will be found at the end 
of Vol. IV. Many thanks are due to Mr. Burton, both for 
personal kindness, jyud for permission to make free use of his 
‘ Life of Hume.^ 


Queen’s College: Feb . 2 , 1874 . 


T. H. Geose. 



85 


LIST OF EDITIONS. 


Essays Moral and Folitical . — 

Tros Eutulusveyw^zf, mdlo discrimine haheho. — Vieg. : 
Edinbnrgli : Printed by E. Fleming and A. Alison, for A. 
Kincaid, Bookseller, and sold at his shop above the Cross. 
MDCCXLL One vol. octavo. 2s. 6d. Gent. Mag., March 
1742. Brit. Mus. and Bodl. Edition A. 

The Second Edition, Corrected. MDCCXLIL Brit. Lius. Edi- 
tion B. 

Essays Moral and Folitical. — Volume II. MDCCXLIL Brit. Mus. 
Edition C. 

Essays Moral and FoUticaL — By David Hume, Esq. »The Third 
Edition, Coirected with Additions. Loifdon : Printed for A. 
Millar, over against Cathaiine Street, in the Strand, and A. 
Kincaid in Edmburgh. MDCCXLYIIL One vol. octavo. 
Ss. Gent. Mag., Nov, 174§. Bodl. Edition D. 

Fhlosophcal Essays concerning Human UnderstandiT^ — By the 
Author of the Essays Moial and Politice-l. London : A. Millar. 
MDCCXLVIIL One vol. octavo, 3s. Gent. Mag, April 
1748. (The only copy the Editor has seen is in IMr, Burton’s 
possession.) Edition E. 

Ditto. The Second Edition, with Additions and Corrections. By 
Mr Hume, Author of the Essays Moral and Political. London : 
Printed for M. Cooper, at the Globe in Paternoster Eow, 
MDCCLI. Bodl. Edition F. 

An Enquiry concerning the Frinciples of Morals. — By David Hume, 
Esq. London : A. Millar. 1751. One vol. octavo. 3s Bodl. 
Edition G. 

Folitical Discourses. — By David Hume, Esq. Edinburgh : Printed by 
E. Fleming, for A. Kincaid and A. Donaldson. MDCCLI I. 
One vol. octavo. Gent. Mag. Feb. 1742. Bodl. Edition H. 

Ditto. The Second Edition. Bodl Edition I. 

Essays and Treatises on Several Subjects — By David Hume, Esq. ; in 
Four Volumes. London : A. Millar. Edinburgh • A. Kin- 
caid and K Donaldson MDCCLIII-IV, Octavo, Edition K 



86 


LIST OF EDITIONS. 


Four Dissertatiotis, I. The Natural History of Religion. II Of the 
Passions, III. Of Tragedy. TV. Of the Standard of Taste — By 
David Hume, Eaq London • A. Millar IMDCCLVII, One 
vol. octavo. 3s Gent. Mag , Feb. 1757. Bodl. Edition L. 

First Proof of the Above. No Title-page: but in (?) Hume’s 
handwriting — Five Dissertations, to tvit, The Natural History 
of Religion : Of the Passions : Of Tragedy : Of Suicide : 
Of the Immortality of the Soul, In the Advocates’ Library, 
Edinburgh 

Essays and Treatises on Several Subjects. — By David Hume, Esq. 
A New Edition. London : A. Millar Edinburgh : A. Kincaid 
and A. Donaldson MDCCLVIH. Brit. Mus. Edition M. 

Ditto, MDCCLX. Four vols. duodecimo Biit. Mus Edition N. 
Ditto, MDCCLXIY. Two vols octavo. Brit. Mus. Edition 0. 

Ditto. London: Piinted for A Millar, A Kincaid, J. Bell, and A. 
D 0 N.U.DSON, in Edinburgh. And sold by T. Cadell, in the Strand. 
MDCCLX VIII Two vols quaito. Brit. Mus. Edition P 

Ditto. Printed for T. Cadell, (Successor to Mr. Millar), in the 
Strand; and A. Kincaid and A. Donaldson, at Edinbiu-gh. 
MDCCLXX. Four vols octavo Brit. Mus. Edition Q. 

Ditto, Printed for T, Cadell, in the Strand ; and W. Donaldson 
and W. Creech, at Edinbuigh. MDCCLXXVII. 2 vols. octavo. 
Brit. Mus. and Bodl Edition IJ. 

m 

Two Essays. — London. MDCCLXVII. Puce Five Shillings (On 
Suicidipand the Immortality of the Soul.) 

Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, — By David Hume, Esq. 
1779. 

This list exhausts the Editions : all have been collated by the 
present Editor. 



ESSAYS 


AND 

TREATISES 

O N 

SEVERAL SUBJECTS. 

In two volumes. 

By DAVID H U MJE, E^q; 

V. O L. I. 

CONTAINING 

m 

ESSAYS, MORAL, POLITICAL- and LITERARY. 
A NEW EDITION. 

LONDON: 

Printed for T. C A n b l t., in the Strand : and 
A. Donaidson, and W. Creech, at Edinburgh. 
MDOCLXXVII. 




ESSAYS, 

MORAL, POLITICAL, 

AND 

ft 

LITEEAEY. 

• ^ 

PART I * 

« e 

*PnELiSHBD in 1742. [This Note was added in Ed. M, 1768]. 


VoL I. 


B 




ESSAYS. 


PART I. 

Essay I . — Of the Delicacy of Taste and Passion, 

Some People are subject to a certain delicacy of passion^ 
which makes them extremely sensible to all the accidents of 
life, and gives them a lively joy upon every prosperous event, as 
well as a piercing grief, when they meet with misfortunes and 
adversity. Favours and good olB&ces easily engage their friend- 
ship ; while the smallest injury provokes them resentment. 
Any honour or mark of distinction elevates them above mea- 
sure ; but they are as sensibly touched with contempt. People 
of this character have, no doubt, more lively enjSyments, as 
well as more pungent sorrows, than ihen of cool and sedate 
tempers : But, I believe, when every thing is balanced, there 
is no one, who would not rather be of the latter character, 
were he entirely master of his own disposition. Good or ill 
fortune is very little at our disposal : And when a person, 
that has this sensibility of temper, meets vdth any misfortune, 
his sorrow or resentment takes entire possession of him, and 
deprives him of all relish in the common occurrences of life ; 
the right enjoyment of which forms the chief part of our 
happiness. Great p>leasures are much less frequent than 
great pains ; so that a sensible temper must meet with fewer 
trials in the former way than in the latter. Not to mention, 
that men of such lively passions are apt to be transpoi’ted 
beyond all bounds of prudence and discretion, and to take 
false steps in the conduct of life, which are often iiTe- 
trievable. 

There is a delicacy of taste observable in some men, which 
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very mucli resembles this delicacii of passion^ and produces 
the same sensibility to beauty and deformity of every kind, 
as that does to prosperity and adversity, obligations and 
injuries. When you present a poem or a picture to a man 
possessed of this talent, the delicacy of his feehng makes 
him be sensibly touched with every part of it ; nor are the 
masterly strokes perceived with more exquisite relish and 
satisfaction, than the negligences or absurdities with disgust 
and mieasiness. A polite and judicious conversation affords 
him the highest entertainment ; rudeness or impertinence is 
as great a punishment to him. In short, delicacy of taste 
has the same effect as delicacy of passion : It enlarges the 
sphere both of our happiness and misery, and makes us 
sensible to pains as well as pleasures, which escape the rest 

I believe, however, every one will agree with me, that, 
notwithstanding this resemblance, delicacy of taste is as 
much to be desired and cultivated as delicacy of passion is to 
be lamented, and to be remedied, if possible. The good or 
ill accidents ^of life arg very little at our disposal ; but we are 
pretty much masters what books we shall read, what diver- 
sions we shall partake of, and what company we shall keep. 
Philosophers have endeavoured to Tender happiness entirely 
independent of every thing external. That degree of per- 
fection is ifff|)Ossible to be attained : But every wise man will 
endeavour to place his Eappiness on such objects chiefly as 
depend upon himself : tod that is not to be attained so much 
by any other means as by this delicacy of sentiment. When 
a man is possessed of that talent, he is more happy by 
what ifleases his taste, than by what gratifies his appe- 
tites, and receives more enjoyment from a poem or a piece 
of reasoning than the most expensive luxury can afford.^ 

Whatever connexion there may be originally between 
these two species of delicacy, I am persuaded, that nothing 
is so proper to cure us of this delicacy of passion, as the 
cultivating of that higher and more refined taste, which 

* [How far delicacy of taste, and that the ornaments of life, of dress, equipage, 
of passion, aie connected together m and the ordinary decencies of behaviour, 
the original frame of the mind, it is Any excellency in these hits their taste 
hard to determine To me tlu re appears much sooner than ours , and when you 
a Tery considerable connexion het^^eeu i.loase tlieir tasto, yon soon engage their 
them For we may observe that women, affections — Editions A to Q, tho latter 
who have more delicate passions than omits the last sentence.] 
men, have also a more delicate taste of 
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enables us to judge of the characters of men, of compositions 
of genius, and of the productions of the nobler arts. A 
greater or less relish for those obvious beauties, which strike 
the senses, depends entirely upon the greater or less sensibi- 
lity of the temper : But with regard to the sciences and 
liberal arts, a fine taste is, in some measure, the same with 
strong sense, or at least depends so much upon it, that they 
are inseparable. In order to judge aright of a composition 
of genius, there are so many views to be taken in, so many 
circumstances to be compared, and such a knowledge of 
human nature requisite, that no man, who is not possessed 
of the soundest judgment, will ever make a tolerable critic 
in such performances. And this is a new reason for culti- 
vating a relish in the liberal arts. Our judgment will 
strengthen by this exercise : We shall form juster notions 
of life : Many things, which please or afflict others, will 
appear to us too frivolous to engage our attention : And we 
shall lose by degrees that sensibility and delicacy of passion, 
which is so incommodious. 

But perhaps I have gone too far in saying, that a culti- 
vated taste for the polite arts extinguishes the passions, and 
renders us indifferent to those objects, which are so fondly 
pursued by the rest of mankinds On farther reflection, I find, 
that it rather improves our sensibility for all the tender and 
agreeable passions ; at the same time that it'*Tenders the 
mind incapable of the rougher and more boisterous emotions. 

r* 

Ingenuas didicisse fiddlier artes^ 

Emolht inores^ nec simt esse fcros. 

For this, I think there may be assigned two very natural 
reasons. In the place, nothing is so improving to the 
temper as the study of the beauties, either of poetry, elo- 
quence, music, or painting. They give a certain elegance of 
sentiment to which the rest of mankind are strangers. The 
emotions which they excite arc soft and tender. They draw 
off the mind from the hurry of business and interest; 
cherish reflection ; dispose to tranquillity ; and produce an 
agreeable melancholy, which, of all dispositions of the mind, 
is the best suited to love and friendship. 

In the second place, a delicacy of taste is favourable to 
love and friendship, by confining our choice to few people, 
and making^ us indifferent to the company and conversation 
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of the greater part of men. You will seldom find, that mere 
men of the world, whatever strong sense they may be en- 
dowed with, are very nice in distinguishing characters, or in ^ 
marking those insensible differences and gradations, which 
make one man preferable to another. Any one, that has 
competent sense, is sufficient for their entertainment : They 
talk to him, of their pleasure and affairs, with the same 
frankness that they would to another ; and finding many, 
who are fit to supply his place, they never feel any vacancy 
or want in his absence. But to make use of the allusion of 
a celebrated French^ author, the judgment may be compared 
to a clock or watch, where the most ordinary machine is 
sufficient to tell the hours ; but the most elaborate alone 
can point out the minutes and seconds, and distinguish the 
smallest differences of time. One that has well digested his 
knowledge both of books and men, has little cnjoj^ment but 
in the company of a few select companions. He feels too 
sensibly, how much all the rest of mankind fall short of tbe 
notions which he has entertained. And, his affections being 
thus confined within^ a narrow circle, no wonder he carries 
them farther, than if they were more general and undistin- 
guished. The gaiety and frolic of a bottle companion 
improves with him into a solid friendship : And the ardours 
of a youthful appetite become an elegant passion. 


Essay II.— '0/’ ihe Liberty of the Press. 

Nothino is more apt to surprize a foreigner, than the ex- 
ti'eme liberty", which we enjoy in this country, of communi- 
cating whatever we please to the public, and of openly 
censuring every measure, entered into by the king or his 
ministers. If the administration resolve upon war, it is 
affirmed, that, either wilfully or ignorantly, they mistake 
the interests of the nation, and that x)eace, in the present 
situation of affairs, is infinitely x'^referable. If the x)£tssion 
of the ministers lie toivards xieace, our xiolitical writers 
breathe nothing but war and devastation, and represent the 
pacific conduct of the government as mean and j)usillanimous. 
As this liberty is not indulged in any otlier government, 
either republican or monarchical; in Holland and Venice, 


Mous. Eo>’tfnelle, Plurahie des Mondes. Sou’*G. 
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more than in Fearob or Spain ; it may very naturally give 
occasion to a question. How it ha^ppens that Geeat Beitain 
alone enjoys this peculiar privilege ? ^ ^ 

The reason, why the laws indulge us in such a liberty 
seems to be derived from our mixed form of government, 
which is neither wholly monarchical, nor wholly republican. 
It will be found, if I mistake not, a true observation in 
politics, that the two extremes in government, liberty and 
slavery, commonly approach nearest to each other; and 
that, as you depart from the extremes, and mix a little 
of monarchy with liberty, the government becomes always 
the more free ; and on the other hand, when you mix a little 
of liberty with monarchy, the yoke becomes always the more 
grievous and intolerable.^ In a government, such as that of 
Feance, which is absolute, and where law, custom, and 
religion concur, all of them, to make people fully satisfied 
with their condition, the monarch cannot entertain any 
jealousy against his subjects, and therefore is apt to indulge 
them in great liberties both of speech and action. In a 
government altogether republican, such as that of Holland, 
where there is no magistrate so eminent as to give jealousy 
to the state, there is no danger in intrusting the magistrates 
with large discretionary powers; and though many ad- 
vantages result from such powers, in preserving peace and 
order, yet they lay a considerable restraint on men’s actions, 
and make every private citizen pay a great respect to the 
government. Thus it seems evident, that the two extremes 
of absolute monarchy and of a republic, approach near to 
each other in some material circumstances. In the the 
magistrate has no jealousy of the people : in the second^ the 
people have none of the magistrate : Which want of jealousy 
begets a mutual confidence and trust in both cases, and pro- 
duces a species of liberty in monarchies, and of arbitrary 
power in republics. 

To justify the other part of the foregoing observation, 
that, in every government, the means are most wide of each 
other, and that the mixtures of monarchy and liberty render 
the yoke more easy or more grievous ; I must take notice of 
a remark in Tacitus with regard to the Eomans under the 

^ [And whether the unlimited exercise * [I shall endeavour to explain my- 

of this liberty be advantageous or pre- self — Editions D to P ] 
judicial to thepuUic?— Editions A to P ] 
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enjperors, that they neither could bear total slavery nor total 
liberty, Nec totam servitidem^nectotam libertatem pati possunt. 
This remark a celebrated poet has translated and applied to 
the Eistglish, in his lively description of queen Elizabeth’s^ 
policy and government, 

Et Jit aimer son^oug a VAngloi^ mdompU, 

Qu% ne^eut m servir^ 7ii vivre en hheite, 

IIexuiade, Uv 1. 

According to these remarks^ we are to consider the Eoman 
government under the emperors as a mixture of despotism 
and liberty, where the despotism prevailed ; and the English 
government as a mixture of the same kind, where the liberty 
predominates. The consequences are conformable to the 
foregoing observation ; and such as may be expected from 
those mixed forms of government, which beget a mutual 
watchfulness and jealousy. The Rohan emperors were, 
many of them, the most frightful tyrants that ever disgraced 
human nature; and it is evident, that their cruelty was 
chiefly excited by their jealousy^ and by their observing that 
all the great men of •Rome bore with impatience the dominion 
of a family, which, but a little before, was no wise superior 
to their own. On the other hand, as the republican part of 
the government prevails in^ England, though with a great 
mixture o£^monarchy, it is obliged, for its own preservation, 
to maintain a watchful jealousy over the magistrates, to re- 
move all discretionar;j powers, and to secure every one’s life 
and fortune by general and inflexible laws. No action must 
be deemed a crime but what the law has plainly determined 
to be such : No crime must be imputed to a man but from 
a legal proof before his judges ; and even these judges must 
be his fellow-subjects, who are obliged, by their own in- 
terest, to have a watchful eye over the encroachments and 
violence of the ministers. From these causes it proceeds, 
that there is as much liberty, and, even, perhaps, licentious- 
ness in Great Britain, as there were formerly slavery and 
tyranny in Rohe. 

These principles account for the great liberty of the press 
in these kingdoms, beyond what is indulged in any other 
government. ^ It is apprehended, that arbitrary power would 
steal in upon us, wore we not careful to prevent its progress, 

' [’Tis sufficiently known. — Editions A to PJ 
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and were there not an easy method of conveying the alarm 
from one end of the kingdom to the other. The spirit of 
the people must frequently be ronzed, in order to curb the 
ambition of the court ; and the dread of rouzing this spirit 
must be employed to prevent that ambition. Nothing so 
effectual to this purpose as the liberty of the press, by which 
all the learning, wit, and g*enius of the nation may be em- 
ployed on the side of freedom, and every one be animated to 
its defence. As long, therefore, as the republican part of 
our government can maintain itself against the monarchical, 
it will naturally be careful to keep the press open, as of im- 
portance to its own preservation. 

^ It must however be allowed, that the unbounded liberty 


1 [Edition Q, omits the coneiudin" 
sentence Editions A to P have in place 
of it the foUowing — 

Since therofoie that liberty is so 
essential to the support of oiir mixed 
government, this sufficiently decides 
the second question, Whether biu'h a 
hheity he admintageovs ot prejudicial , 
there being nothing of gi’oator impor- 
tance in every state than the preserva- 
tion ol the ancient government, especi- 
ally if it be a flee one But I would 
fam go a step farther, and assert, that 
this liberty is attended with so few 
inconveniencies, that it may be claimed 
as the common right of mankind, and 
ought to he indulged them almost in 
every government except the ecclesi-x 
astical, to which indeed it woidd prove 
fatal. We need not dread from this 
liberty any such ill consequences as 
followed from the harangues of the 
popular demagogues of Athens and 
tribunes of Eome. A man reads a book 
or pamphlet alone and coolly There 
IS none present from whom he can 
<.<itch the passion hy contagion He is 
not hurried away by the force and 
energy of action And should ho be 
wTought up to ever so seditious a 
humour, there is no violent resolution 
presented to him, by which he can iin- 
niediately vent his passion The liberty 
of the press, therefore, however abused, 
can scarce ever excite popular tumults 
or rebellion And as to those murmurs 
or secret discontents it may occasion, 
'tis better they should get vent in words, 
that they may come to the kiiov ledge of 
the m.igi-atrato before it be too late, iii 
Older to his providing a remedy ag.iinst 


them. Mankind, it is true, have always 
a greater propension to believe what 
IS said to the disadvantage of their 
governors, than the contrary , but this 
inclination is inseparable from them, 
whether they have liberty or not A 
whisper mayfly as quick, and be as 
pernicious as a pamphlet • Nay, it will 
be more porn^ious, where men are not 
accustomed to think freely, or distiii- 
guihh between truth and falshood 

It has also been found, as the expe- 
rience of mankind inci eases, that the 
people are no such dangerous monster as 

they have been representyj’ that it 

lb in every respect better to guide them, 
liko rational creatures, than to lead or 
drive thom^ like brute beasts Before 
the United Provinces sot the example, 
toleration was deemed incompatible 
with good government; and it was 
thought impossible, that a number of 
religions sects could hvo together in 
harmony and peace, and have all of 
them an equal affection to thou* common 
country, and to each other Engiand 
h<is set a like ex.imple of civil liberty , 
and though this libert}’ seems to oec<i- 
sion some small ferment at present, it 
has not as yet produced any pernicious 
effects , and it is to be hoped, that men, 
being every day more accustomed to 
the free discussion of public affairs, 
will improve in the judgment of them, 
and be with greater difficulty seduced 
by every idle rumour <ind popular 
clamour 

It lb a very comfortable reflection to 
the lovers of liberty, tli.it this peculiar 
privilege ot Buitain is of a kind that 
e<iunot easily bo wrested Irom us, but 
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of tlie press, though it be difficult, perhaps impossible, to 
propose a suitable remedy for it, is one of the evils, attend- 
ing those mixt forms of government. 


Essay III . — That Politics may he reduced to a Science. 

It is a question •with several, whether there be any essential 
difiFerence between one form of government and another? 
and, whether every form may not become good or bad, ac- 
cording as it is well or ill administered ? ^ Were it once 
admitted, that all governments are alike, and that the only 
difference consists in the character and conduct of the 
governors, most political disputes would be at an end, and all 
Zeal for one constitution above another, must be esteemed 
mere bigotry and folly. But, though a friend to moderation, 
I cannot forbear condemning this sentiment, and should be 
sorry to think, that human affairs admit of no greater 
stability, than what they receive from the casual humours 
and characters of particular men. 

It is true; those who maintain, that the goodness of 
all government consists in the goodness of the adminis- 
tration, may cite some particular instances in history, 
where the very same government, in different hands, has 
varied sxffidenly into the two opposite extremes of good and 
bad. Compare the JPeekch government under Hejstkt III. 
and under Henet IV. Oppression, levity, artifice on the 
part of the rulers;^ faction, sedition, treachery, rebellion, 
disloyalty on the part of the subjects : These compose 
the character of the former miserable sera. But when the 
patriot and heroic prince, who succeeded, was once firmly 
seated on the throne, the government, the people, every 


must^ last as long as onr goyernment 
remains, in any degree, free and inde- 
pendent It is seldom, that liberty of 
any kind is lost all at once Slayery 
has so frightful an a«.pLct to men ae- 
cn&tomed to fzecdom, that it muf-t steal 
upon them by degrees, and must di«?- 
guise itself in a thoii'-.ind shape in 
order to bo receired Ent, if the liberty 
of the press ever be lost it inn^'t ]»o lost 
at once The general lays against 
sedition and libelling are at present as 
strong as they possibly can be made 
Nothing can impose a firther restraint, 
but either the clapping an iMPRmATUii 


npoBkthe press, or the giving to the 
court Tcry large discretionary powers 
to punish whatever displeases them 
But these concessions yould be such a 
bare-faced violatiou of li])orty, that 
they will probably be the last oifoits of 
a despotic government We may con- 
clude, that the liberty of Bnfain is gone 
for ever when these attempts shall 
succeed ] 

^ For forms of govcmiment let fools 
Contest, 

Whute'e) is hist aclmimsto'rl 2 .s best 
Essay on Man, Book 3 
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tiling seemed to be totally changed ; and all from the dif- 
ference of the temper and conduct of these two sovereigns.' 
;|[nstances of this kind may be multiplied, almost without 
number, fron ancient as well as modern history, foreign as 
well as domestic. 

But here it may be proper to make a distinction. All abso- 
lute governments^ must very much depend on the administra- 
tion ; and this is one of the great inconveniences attending 
that form of goveimment. But a republican and free govern- 
ment would be an obvious absurdity, if the particular checks 
and controuls, provided by the constitution, had really no 
influence, and made it not the interest, even of bad men, to 
act for the public good. Such is the intention of these 
forms of government, and such is their real effect, where 
they are wisely constituted ; As on the other hand, they are 
the source of all disorder, and of the blackest crimes, where 
either skill or honesty has been wanting in their original 
frame and institution. 

So great is the force of laws, and of particular forms of 
government, and so little dependence have they on the 
humours and tempers of men, that consequences almost as 
general and certain may sometimes be deduced from them, 
as any which the mathematical sciences afford us. 

The constitution of the Eoman republic gave the whole 
legislative power to the people, without allowing a nega- 
tive voice either to the nobility or consuls. This unbounded 
power they possessed in a collective, nof in a representative 
body. The consequences were : When the people, by suc- 
cess and conquest, had become very numerous, and had 
spread themselves to a great distance from the capital, the 
city-tribes, though the most contemptible, earned almost 
every vote : They were, therefore, most cajoled by every one 
that affected popularity: They were supported in idleness 
by the general distribution of corn, and by particular bribes, 
which they received from almost every candidate : By this 
means, they became every day more licentious, and the 


^ [Editions A to P insert tlie folloTr- 
ing* — An equal difference of a contrary 
kind, may be found on comparing tlie 
reigns of Elizabeth and James, at least 
■\\ith regard to foreign affiirs. 

They omit the ^rords ‘foreign as well 
as domestic ’ in the ifQxt sentence ] 


“ [Editions A to Q insert And such, 
in a great measure, was that of Eng- 
lAND, tiU the middle of the last cen- 
tury, notwithstanding the numerous 
panegyrics on ancient English liberty. 
Editions A and B stop at the word 
centitry ] 
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Campus Martius was a perpetual scene of tumult and sedi- 
tion; Armed slaves were introduced among these rascally 
citizens; so that the whole government fell into anarchy^ 
and the greatest happiness, which the EoMAisrs could look 
for, was the despotic power of the C^sars. Such are the 
effects of democracy without a representative. 

A Nobility may possess the whole, or any part of the legis- 
lative power of a state, in two different ways. Either every 
nobleman shares the power as part of the whole body, or the 
whole body enjoys the power as composed of parts, which 
have each a distinct power and authority. The Yenetian 
aristocracy is an instance of the fii’st kind of government : 
The Polish of the second. In the Venetian government 
the whole body of nobility possesses the whole power, and no 
nobleman has any authority which he receives not from the 
whole. In the Polish government every nobleman, by means 
of his fiefs, has a distinct hereditary authority over his vas- 
sals, and the whole body has no authority but what it re- 
ceives firom the concurrence of its parts. The different 
operations and tendencies of these two species of government 
might be made apparent even a jpr tori, A Venetian nobility 
is preferable to a Polish, let the humours and education of 
men be ever so much varied. A nobility, who possess their 
power in^common, will preserve peace and order, both among 
themselves, and th^ subjects; and no member can have 
authority enough to controul the laws for a moment. The 
nobles will preseiwe them authority over the people, but 
without any gTievous tyranny, or any breach of private pro- 
jDerty ; because such a tyrannical government promotes not 
the interests of the whole body, however it may that of some 
individuals. There will be a distinction of rank between the 
nobility and people, but this will be the only distinction in 
the state. The whole nobility will foimi one body, and the 
whole people another, without any of those private feuds and 
animosities, which spread ruin and desolation every where. 
It is easy to see the disadvantages of a Polish nobility in 
every one of these particulars. 

It is possible so to constitute a free government, as that 
a single person, call him doge, prince, or king, shall possess 
a large share of power, and shall form a proper balance or 
counterpoise to the other j)arts of the legislature. This 
chief magistrate may be either elective or hereditary ; and 
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thougli the former institution may, to a superficial view, 
api^ear the most advantageous ; yet a more accurate inspec- 
tion will discover in it greater inconveniencies than in the 
latter, and such as are founded on causes and principles 
eternal and immutable. The filling of the throne, in such a 
goveniment, is a point of too great and too general interest, 
not to divide the whole people into factions : Whence a civil 
war, the greatest of iUs, may be apprehended, almost with 
certainty, upon every vacancy. The prince elected must be 
either a Foreigner or a Native : The former will be ignorant 
of the people whom he is to govern ; suspicious of his new 
subjects, and suspected by them ; giving his confidence en- 
tirely to strangers, who will have no other care but of enrich- 
ing themselves in the quickest manner, while their master’s 
favour and authority are able to support them. A native 
will carry into the throne all his private animosities and 
friendships, and will never be viewed in his elevation, -with- 
out exciting the sentiment of envy in those, who formerly 
considered him as their equal. Not to mention that a crown 
is too high a reward ever to be given to merit <»alone, and 
will always induce the candidates to employ force, or money, 
or intrigue, to procure the votes of the electors: So that 
such an election will give na better chance for superior merit 
in the prince, than if the state had trusted to birth alone for 
determining theh sovereign. 

It may therefore be pronounced as a.n universal axiom in 
politics. That an hereditary prince^ a nebility without vassals, 
and a jyeo'ple voting by their representatives, form the best 
MOITAEOHT, AEISTOCEAOT, and BEMOCEAOY. But in Order to 
prove more fully, that politics admit of general truths, which 
are invariable by the humour or education either of subject 
or sovereign, it may not be amiss to observe some other prin- 
ciples of this science, which may seem to deserve that 
character. 

It may easily be observed, that, though free governments 
have been commonly the most happy for those who pai'take 
of their freedom; yet are they the most ruinous and op- 
pressive to their provinces : And this observation may, I 
believe, be fixed as a maxim of the kind we are here speaking 
of. When a monarch extends his dominions by conquest, he 
soon learns to consider his old and his new subjects as on 
the same footing ; because, in reality, all his subjects are to 
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hini tlie same, except tlie few friends and favourites, witli 
whom lie is personally acquainted. He does not, therefore, 
make any distinction between them in his geyiemlloMs; and, 
at the same time, is careful to prevent all ‘particular acts of 
oppression on the one as well as on the other. But a free 
state necessarily makes a great distinction, and must always 
do so, till men learn to love their neighbours as well as 
themselves. The conquerors, in such a government, are all 
legislators, and will be sure to contrive matters, by restric- 
tions on trade, and by taxes, so as to draw some private, as 
well as public, advantage from their conquests. Provincial 
governors have also a better chance, in a re2>ublic, to escape 
with their j)lunder, by means of bribery or intrigue; and 
their fellow-citizens, who find their own state to be enriched 
by the spoils of the subject provinces, will be more inclined 
to tolerate such abuses. Not to mention, that it is a necessary 
precaution in a free state to change the governors frequently ; 
which obliges these temj>orary tyrants to be more expedi- 
tious and rapacious, that they may accumulate sufficient 
wealth before they give place to their successors. What 
cruel tyrants were *the Eomans over the world during the 
time of their commonwealth ! It is true, they had laws to 
prevent oppression in their provincial magistrates; but 
Cicero informs us, that the'^EoMAisrs could not better consult 
the interests of the provinces than by repealing these very 
laws. For, in that case, says he, our magistrates, having 
enthe impunity, would plunder no more than would satisfy 
their own rapaciousness; whereas, at present, they must 
also satisfy that of their judges, and of all the great men in 
Eome, of whose protection they stand in need. Who can 
read of the cruelties and oi)pressions of Verres without 
horror and astonishment? And who is not touched with in- 
dignation to hear, that, after Cicero had exhausted on that 
abandoned criminal all the thunders of his eloquence, and 
had jmevailed so far as to get him condemned to the utmost 
extent of the laws ; yet that cruel tyrant lived peaceably to 
old age, in 02)ulence and ease, and, thirty years afterwards, 
was i)ut into the iDroscrq^tioii by Mark Akthokt, on account 
of his exorbitant wealth, where he fell with Cicero himself, 
and all the most virtuous men of Eome ? After the dissolu- 
tion of the commonwealth, the Eomak yoke became easier 
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upon tlie provinces, as Tacitus informs us ^ ; and it may be 
observed, that many of the worst emperors, Domitiaist,® for 
instance, were careful to prevent all oppression on the pro- 
vinces. In ^ Tibeeius^s time, Gaul was esteemed richer than 
Italy itself : Nor, do I find, during the whole time of the 
Eoman monarchy, that the empire became less rich or popu- 
lous in any of its provinces ; though indeed its valour and 
military discipline were always upon the decline. ^ The op- 
pression and tyranny of the Caethaoie-iai^S over their sub- 
ject states in Afeioa went so far, as we learn from Polybius,® 
that, not content with exacting the half of all the produce of 
the land, which of itself was a very high rent, they also 
loaded them with many other taxes. If we pass fron ancient 
to modern times, we shall still find the observation to hold. 
The provinces of absolute monarchies are always better treated 
than those of free states. Compare the Pais conqiiis of 
Peanoe with Ieelahi), and you will be convinced of this 
truth ; though this latter kingdom, being, in a good measure, 
peopled from Englaitd, possesses so many rights and privi- 
leges as should naturally make it challenge better treatment 
than that of a conquered province. Coesioa is also an 
obvious instance to the same purpose. 

There is an observation Maohiavel, with regard to the 
conquests of Alexaitdee the Great, which I think, may be 
regarded as one of those eternal political truths, which no 
time nor accidents can vary. It may seem strange, says that 
politician, that such sudden conquests, as those of Alex- 
ANDEE, should be possessed so peaceably by his suceessoi’s, 
and that the Peebians, during all the confusions and civil 
wars among the Geeeks, never made the smallest effort 
towards the recovery of their former independent govern- 
ment. To satisfy us concerning the cause of this remarkable 
event, we may consider, that a monarch may govern his 
subjects in two different ways. He may either follow the 
maxims of the eastern princes, and stretch his authority so 
far as to leave no distinction of rank among his subjects, but 

1 Ann lib Leap 2. cogitarmt. Tacit. Ann. bb 3.40 [Ed. 

2 Suet in yibi Uomit c S A roads Vcspasm/i's, and giyes no re- 

2 Egregmni re&iwiendcB libertati teiii- ference.] 

pus, bi ipsi jlorenzes, quain mops Itaeia, * [Tins sentence and tlio notes 1 and 2 
guam imbdlis uihana plchs, mhd vali- vere added in Edition K] 
du?/i %n exercitibus, nui quod externuni ^ Lib 1. cap 72 
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what proceeds immediately from himself: no advantages of 
birth ; no hereditary honours and possessions ; and, in a 
word, no credit among the people, except from his commis- 
sion alone. Or a monarch may exert his power after a milder 
manner, like other Etjeopeait princes; and leave other 
sources of honour, beside his smile and favour ; Birth, titles, 
possessions, valour, integrity, knowledge, or great and fortu- 
nate atchievements. In the former species of government, 
after a conquest, it is impossible ever to shake off the yoke ; 
since no one possesses, among the people, so much personal 
credit and authority as to begin such an enterprize : 
Whereas, in the latter, the least misfortune, or discord 
among the victors, will encourage the vanquished to take 
anus, who have leaders ready to prompt and conduct them 
ill every undertaking.' 


^ I hare taken it for granted, accord- 
ing to tlio snppo^'ition of Machiatel, 
that the ancient Persians had no no- 
1 )ility ; though there is reason to suspect, 
that the Florentine secretar}*, 'W'ho 
seems to haTi‘**becn Letter acquainted 
■witii the Roman than the Greek 
authors, was mistaken in this parti- 
cular The more ancient Peesiins, 
whose manners arc de^crihed liy Xeno- 
phon, y ere a free people, and had nohi- 
lity Their dpLorifioL were prestived 
even after the extending of their eon- 
qucbts and the consequent c^iange of 
their governnient .Ireian mentions 
them in I)Ai?rcjs’b time, De ea^pvd Alex, 
lih li 1 1 Historians also speak often of 
the persons in command as men of 
family. Tygeanes, who was general of 
the Medes under Xerxes, vas of the 
zaee of Achm-tnes, Herod lih vii cap 
G2. Aetach.eas, vho dnected tho 
cutting of the canal about mount Athos, 
was of the same family Id cap 117. 
Meqabtztis was one of the seven emi- 
nent Persians vlio conspired against 
tho Magi. Eis son, ZorvEUS, vas in 
the highest command under Daettjs, 
and delivered Eatjyi.on to him His 
grand -iOD, Megabyzus, commandeel tho 
army, defeated at Miratiion His 
great-grandson, Zopyetis, vas also emi- 
nent, and was ham shed Persia, Herod 
lib ill. 160 Thtjc lib 1 109 Rosaces, 
who commanded an army in Egypt under 
Artaxerxes, was also descended from 
one of the seven conspirators, Diod Sic 
lib. xvi. 47. Agestlaxts, in Xenophon, 


Hist Ge.tc lib IV. 1, being desirous of 
making a mariiage betwixt king Coits 
his ally, and the daughter of Spitiiri- 
DATES, a Persian of r,mk who had 
deserted to him, first asks Cotts what 
fimily Spithridates is of One of the 
most considerable m Persia, says Cotys. 
Aetjeus, when offered the sovereignty 
by Clearchtjs and tlio ton thousand 
Greeks, refused it as of too low a rank, 
and said, that so many eminent Pee- 
SLiNS would never endure his rule Id, 
de exped, lib ii. Some of the families 
descended from the seven Persians 
abovementioned remained during all 
Alexander’s succes«?orH , and IMithri- 
DATES, in Antiochus’s time, is said by 
Polybius to be descended from one of 
them, lib v. cap. 43 Aetvbazus was 
esteemed, as Aertan sa^’s \v rois irpcirois 
Uepa-uj/. lib. in. 23. And when Ali-x- 
ANDER married in one day 80 of his 
captains to Persian women, his inten- 
tion plainly was to ally the Macfdo- 
NiANS with the most eminent Persian 
families Id. lib vn 4 Diodorus Sicu- 
irs sa}s they were of the most noble 
birth in Perslv, 1i]» xvn 107 The go- 
-vernraent of Persia was despotic, and 
conducted in many respects, alter the 
ea'-tern manner, but was not earned so 
far a^ to extirpate all nobilit\, and con- 
found all ranks and orilers It left men 
who were still great, by themselves and 
their family, independent of their office 
and commission. And the reason why 
the Macedonians kept so easily domi- 
nion over them waj owing to other 
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Such is the reasoning of Machiavel, which seeing 
conclusive ; though I wish he had not mixed falseli8&tf™fm 
truth, in asserting, that monarchies, governed according to 
* eastern policy, though more easily kept when once subdued, 
yet are the most difficult to subdue ; since they cannot con- 
tain any powerful subject, whose discontent and faction may 
facilitate the enterprizes of an army. For besides, that such 
a tyrannical government enervates the courage of men, and 
renders them indifferent towards the fortunes of their sove- 
reign ; besides this, I say, we find by experience, that even 
the temporary and delegated authority of the generals and 
magistrates ; being always, in such governments, as absolute 
within its sphere, as that of the prince himself ; is able, with 
barbarians, accustomed to a blind submission, to produce the 
most dangerous and fatal revolutions. So that, in every re- 
spect, a gentle government is preferable, and gives the 
greatest security to the sovereign as well as to the subject. 

Legislators, therefore, ought not to trust the future govern- 
ment of a state entirely to chance, but ought to provide a 
system of laws to regulate the administration of public affairs 
to the latest posterity. Effects will always correspond to 
causes ; and wise regulations in any commonwealth are the 
most valuable legacy that can be left to future ages. In the 
smallest court or office, the stated forms and methods, by 
which business must be conducted, are found to be a con- 
siderable check on the natural depravity of mankind. Wliy 
should not the case be the same in public affairs ? Can we 
ascribe the stability and wisdom of the Venetian govern- 
ment, through so many ages, to any thing but the form of 
government ? And is it not easy to point out those defects 
in the original constitution, which produced the tumultuous 
governments of Athens and Eome, and ended at last in the 
ruin of these two famous republics ? And so little dependance 
has this affair on the humours and education of particular 
men, that one part of the same republic may be wisely con- 
ducted, and another weakly, by the very same men, merely 
on account of the difference of the forms and institutions, by 
which these parts are regulated. Historians inform us that 
this was actually the case with Genoa. For while the state 


causes easy to be found in the bi^to- however doubtfid its appbcation to tlio 
nans, though it must bo o’WTitd that present case [Tliib note as added in 
Machia.tkl’s reasoning is, in itself just, E'lition K ] 
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was always fall of sedition, and tumult, and disorder, the 
bank of St. Geokoe, which had become a considerable part 
of the people, was conducted, for several ages, with the^ 
utmost integrity and wisdom. ^ 

2 The ages of greatest public spiiit are not always most 
eminent for private virtue. Good laws may beget order and 
moderation in the government, where the manners and cus- 
toms have instilled little humanity or justice into the tempers 
of men. The most illustrious period of the Eoman history, 
considered in a political view, is that between the beginning 
of the first and end of the last Punic war ; the due balance 
between the nobility and people being then fixed by the 
contests of the tribunes, and not being yet lost by the extent 
of conquests. Yet at this very time, the horrid practice of 
poisoning was so common, that, during part of a season, a 
Frcetor punished capitally for this crime above three thousand® 
persons in a part of Italy ; and found informations of this 
natme still multiplying upon him. There is a similar, or 
rather a worse instance,*^ in the more early times of the 
commonwealth. So depraved in private life were that people, 
whom in their histories we so much admire. I doubt not 
but they were really more virtuous during the time of the 
Triumvirates ; when they vrex.e tearing their common country 
to pieces, and spreading slaughter and desolation over the 
face of the earth, merely for the choice of tyrants. ^ 

Here, then, is a sufficient inducement to maintain, with 
the utmost Zeal, in every free state, those forms and institu- 
tions, by which liberty is secured, the public good consulted, 
and the avarice or ambition of particular men restrained and 
punished. Nothing does more honour to human natm'e, than 
to see it susceptible of so noble a passion ; as nothing can 
be a greater indication of meanness of heart in any man, 
than to see him destitute of it. A man who loves only him- 


^ E^^empio veramente ta)o, da 
Fdosofi iniante loio iinaginate tf vedvfe 
liqgitblicho mai noii tiomtu, vedtiedcfitro 
ad un medetimo clycIiw, jra imdeunii 
cittadmi, la lihvita ^ la tininnidc, la 
vita civile la coyotta^ la qiubtitia la 
licenza , igerclie qiidlo oidiae bolo man- 
tieie qiiilla citfa piena di custiimi an- 
tirlii ^ veneiahili, E dcgli aiivcnisbe 
{che col tenijgo in ogni modo aavcna) que 
San GrioECiio tuzta quel la citta occu- 
^asse, sariebbe quella una Itc;publica pm 


dalla Venetiana memorahilc. DelLi 
Hist Elorentine, lib 8 

- [Tins p<ii\igr.iph TV as added in Edi- 
tion 1) ] 

® T Liyii, lib 40 cap 43. 

‘ Id. lib 8 cap 18 
® LAiglc coin I e VAigle, Romatns 
conzre Eumains, 

Comhatanb bculejuent pour le chax 
do ignuis 

Corneille. 
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self, without regard to friendship and desert, merits the 
severest blame ; and a man, who is only susceptible of friend- 
ship, without public spirit, or a regard to the community, is 
• deficient in the most material part of virtue. 

But this is a subject which needs not be longer insisted on 
at present. There are enow of zealots on both sides who 
kindle up the passions of their partizans, and under pretence 
of public good, pursue the interests and ends of their par- 
ticular faction. For my part, I shall always be more fond of 
promoting moderation than zeal ; though perhaps the sui’est 
way of producing moderation in every party is to increase 
our zeal for the public. Let us therefore try, if it be possible, 
from the foregoing doctrine, to draw a lesson of moderation 
with regard to the parties, into which our country is at pre- 
sent ^ divided ; at the same time, that we allow not this 
moderation to abate the industry and passion, with which 
every individual is bound to pursue the good of his country. 

Those who either attack or defend a minister in such a 
government as ours, where the utmost hberty is allowed, 
always carry matters to an extreme, and exaggeiute his merit 
or demerit with regard to the public. TSis enemies are sure 
to charge him with the greatest enormities, both in domestic 
and foreign management and^ there is no meanness or crime, 
of which, in their account, he is not capable. Unnecessary 
w^ars, scandalous treaties, profusion of public treasure, op- 
jiressive taxes, every kind of mal-adininistration is ascribed 
to him. To aggravate the charge, his pernicious conduct, it 
is said, will extend its baleful influence even to posterity, by 
undermining the best constitution in the world, and dis- 
ordering that wise system of laws, institutions, and customs, 
by which our ancestors, during so many centuries, have been 
so happily governed. He is not only a wicked minister in 
himself, but has removed every security provided against 
wicked ministers for the future. 

On the other hand, the partizans of the minister make his 
panegyric lain as high as the accusation against him, and 
celebrate his wise, steady, and moderate conduct in every 
part of his administration. The honour and interest of the 
nation supported abroad, public credit maintained at home, 
persecution restrained, faction subdued; the merit of all 
these blessmgs is ascribed solely to the minister. At the 

^ ^ [Editions D to N give tlio date 1742 ] 
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same time, lie crowns all liis other meints by a religious care 
of the best constitution in the world, which he has preserved 
in all its parts, and has transmitted entire, to be the happiness 
and security of the latest posterity. 

When this accusation and panegyiic are received by the 
partizans of each party, no wonder they beget an extraor- 
dinary ferment on both sides, and fill the nation with violent 
animosities. But I would fain persuade these party-zealots, 
that there is a fiat contradiction both in the accusation and 
panegyidc, and that it were impossible for either of them to 
run so high, were it not for this contradiction. If our con- 
stitution be really that nolle falric^ the pride of Beitain, the 
envy of our neighhourSy raised hy the labour of so many centu- 
ries^ repaired at the expence of so many millions^ and cemented 
ly such a profusion of hlood^ Isay, if our constitution does 
ill any degree deserve these ^eulogies, it would never have 
suffered a wicted and weak minister to govern triumphantly 
for a course of twenty years, when opposed by the greatest 
geniuses in the nation, who exercised the utmost liberty of 
tongue and pen, in ppliament, and in their frequent appeals 
to the people. But, if the minister be wicked and weak, to 
the degree so strenuously insisted on, the constitution must be 
faulty in its original principles, and he cannot consistently be 
charged with undermining the best form of government in 
the world. A constitution is only so far good, as it provides 
a remedy against mal-administration ; and if the British, 
when in its greatest vigour, and repaired by two such re- 
markable events, as the Revolution and Accession^ by which 
our ancient royal family was sacrificed to it ; if our constitu- 
tion, I say, with so great advantages, does not, in fact, 
provide any such remedy, we are rather beholden to any 
minister who undermines it, and affords us an opportunity 
of erecting a better in its iilace. 

I would employ the same topics to moderate the zeal of 
those who defend the minister. Is our constitution so excel- 
lent ^ Then a change of ministry can be no such di'eadful 
event ; since it is essential to such a constitution, in every 
ministry, both to preserve itself from violation, and to 
prevent all enormities in the administration. Is our consti- 
hitio7i very lad? Then so extraordinary a jealousy and ap- 

^ Dissertation on parties, LcttcT 10. word is frequently so \^ritten m the 

- [Elogiunis; Editions A to D The Treatise] * 
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prehension, on account of changes, is ill placed ; and a man 
should no more be anxious in this case, than a husband, 'who 
had married a woman from the stews, should be watchful to 
prevent her infidelity. Public affairs, in such a government, 
must necessarily go to confusion, by whatever hands they are 
conducted 5 and the zeal of 'patriots is in that case much less 
requisite than the patience and submission of philosophers. 
The virtue and good intentions of Cato and Beutus are 
highly laudable ; but, to what purpose did their zeal serve ? 
Only to hasten the fatal period of the Eoman government, 
and render its convulsions and dying agonies more violent 
and painful. 

I would not be understood to mean, that public affairs 
deserve no care and attention at all. Would men be mode- 
rate and consistent, their claims might be admitted; at 
least might be examined. The comitry-party might still 
assert, that our constitution, though excellent, will admit of 
mal-administration to a certain degree; and therefore, if 
the minister be bad, it is proper to oppose him -with a 
sidtabU degree of zeal. And, on the other hand, the courUparty 
may be allowed, upon the supposition tJiat the minister were 
good, to defend, and with some zeal too, his administration. 
I would only persuade men nqt to contend, as if they were 
fighting pro arts & fociSy and change a good constitution into 
a bad one, by the violence of their factions.^ 

I have not here considered any thing that is personal in 
the present controversy. In the best civil constitution, 
where every man is constrained by the most rigid laws, it is 
easy to discover either the good or bad intentions of a 
minister, and to judge, whether his personal character 
deserve love or hatred. But such questions are of little im- 
portance to the public, and lay those, who employ their pens 
upon them, under a just suspicion either of malevolence or 
of flattery. 

Essay IV. — Of the First Principles of Government, 

bToTHiNG- appears more surprizing to those, who consider 
human affairs with a philosophical eye, than the easiness 
with which the memy are governed by the few; and the 

^ [Editions D to P give lu a noto the ^"ilpolu It -vm!! Le found in the coii- 
ivell-knoTiV’n Clwracter of Sir liohcrt eluding seetion of Vol IV — Ed] 



110 


ESSAY lY. 


implicit submission, ’witb wHcb men resign tbeir own senti- 
ments and passions to those of their rulers. When we 
enquire by what means this wonder is effected, we shall find, 
that, as Force is always on the side of the governed, the 
governors have nothing to suppoii} them but opinion. It 
is therefore, on opinion only that government is founded ; 
and this maxim extends to the most despotic and most 
military governments, as well as to the most free and most 
popular. The soldan of EarpT, or the emperor of Eome, 
might drive his harmless subjects, like brute beasts, against 
their sentiments and inclination : But he must, at least, have 
led his mamalulces, or i>netonan hauth^ like men, by their 
opinion. 

Opinion is of two kinds, to wit, opinion of interest, and 
opinion of right. By opinion of interest, I chiefly under- 
stand the sense of the general advantage which is reaped 
from government ; together with the persuasion, that the 
particular government, which is established, is equally ad- 
vantageous with any other that could easily be settled. 
When this opinion prevails among the generality of a state, 
or among those who have the force in their hands, it gives 
great security to any government. 

Eight is of two kinds, right to« Power and right to Pro- 
perty. What prevalence opinion of the first kind has over 
mankind, may easily be understood, by observing the attach- 
ment which all nations have to their ancient government, 
and even to those names, which have had the sanction of 
antiquity. Antiquity always begets the opinion of right ; 
and whatever disadvantageous sentiments we may entertain 
of mankind, they are always found to be prodigal both of 
blood and treasure in the maintenance of public justice.^ 
There is, indeed, no particular, in which, at first sight, there 
may appear a greater contradiction in the frame of the 
human mind than the present. '^Yhen men act in a faction, 
they are apt, without shame or remorse, to neglect all the 
ties of honour and morality, in order to serve their party ; 
and yet, when a faction is formed upon a point of right or 
princixde, there is no occasion, where men discover a greater 

* [Editions A to P insert as follo-^s — Rnmau affairs, Troiild prove himself Tbiit 
Tins pf’S'^ion vo may denominate eu- of a very limited understanding. 
tliuMcisn, or we may Qive it Trliat ap- Editions A and B omit the remainder 

pellition ve pier'll*, but a juditieian, of the pan graph ] 
vlio iihuidd oveilo ik its iniiueuee on r 
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obstinacy, and a more determined sense of jnstice and 
equity. The same social disposition of mankind is the cause 
of these contradictory appearances. 

It is sufficiently understood, that the opinion of right to 
propeitiy is of moment in all matters of government. A 
noted author^ has made proj>erty the foundation of all 
government ; and most of our political writers seem inclined 
to follow him in that particular. This is carrying the 
matter too far ; but still it must be owned, that the opinion 
of right to property has a great influence in this subject. 

Upon these three opinions, therefore, of public interest^ 
of right to power^ and of right to property ^ are all govern- 
ments founded, and all authority of the few over the many. 
There are indeed other principles, which add force to these, 
and determine, limit, or alter their operation ; such as self- 
interest, fear, and affection: But still we may assert, that 
these other principles can have no influence alone, but sup- 
pose the antecedent influence of those opinions above- 
mentioned. They are, therefore, to be esteemed the se- 
condary, not the original piinciples of gqvernmeht. 

For, first, as to self-interest, by which I mean the expecta- 
tion of particular rewards, distinct from the general protec- 
tion which we receive from government, it is evident that 
the magistrate’s authority must be antecedently established, 
at least be hoped for, in order to produce this expectation. 
The prospect of reward may augment his authority with 
regard to some particular persons ; but can never give birth 
to it, with regard to the public. Men naturally look for the 
greatest favours from their friends and acquaintance ; and 
therefore, the hopes of any considerable number of the state 
would never center in any particular set of men, if these 
men had no other title to magistracy, and had no separate 
influence over the opinions of mankind. The same obser- 
vation may be extended to the other two principles of fear 
and afi'ection. No man would have any reason to fear the 
fury of a tyrant, if he had no authority over any but from 
fear ; since, as a single man, his bodily force can reach but 
a small way, and all the farther power he possesses must be 
founded either on our own opinion, or on the ]Dresumed 
opinion of others. And though affection to wisdom and 
virtue in a sovereign extends very far, and has great in- 
^ * [ILirringtou seep 322 . — Ed “1 
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fluence ; yet lie must antecedently be supposed invested with 
a public character, otherwise the public esteem will serve 
him in no stead, nor will his virtue have any influence 
beyond a narrow sphere. 

A government may endure for several ages, though the 
balance of power, and the balance of prop)erty do not coincide. 
This chiefly happens, where any rank or order of the state 
has acquired a large share in the property ; but from the 
original constitution of the government, has no share in the 
power. Under what pretence would any individual of that 
order assume authority in public affairs ? As men are com- 
monly much attached to their ancient government, it is not 
to be expected, that the public would ever favour such 
usurpations. But where the original constitution allows 
any share of power, though small, to an order of men, 
who possess a large share of the property, it is easy for 
them gradually to stretch their authority, and bring the 
balance of power to coincide with that of property. This 
has been the case with the house of commons in England. 

Most writers, that have treated of the British govern- 
ment, have supposed, that, as the lower house represents all 
the commons of Great Britain, its weight in the scale 
is propoitiioned to the propertyrand power of all whom it 
represents. But this principle must not be received as 
absolutely true. For though the people are aj)t to attach 
themselves more to the house of commons, than to any 
other member of the constitution ; that house being chosen 
by them as their representatives, and as the public guar- 
dians of their liberty; yet are there instances where the 
house, even when in opposition to the crown, has not been 
followed by the people ; as we may particularly observe of 
the tory house of commons in the reign of king William. 
Were the members obliged to receive instructions from 
their constituents, like the Dutch deputies, this would 
entirely alter the case; and if such immense power and 
riches, as those of all the commons of Great Britain, were 
brought into the scale, it is not easy to conceive, that the 
crown could either influence that multitude of peoiDle, or 
withstand that overbalance of prop)erty. It is true, the 
cro\vn has great influence over the collective body in the 
elections of members ; but were this influence, which at 
jiresent is only exerted once in seven years, to^be employed 
in bringing over the people to every vote, it would soon be 
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wasted ; and no skill, popularity, or revenue, could support 
it; I must, therefore, he of opinion, that an alteration in 
this particular would introduce a total alteration in our 
government, and would soon reduce it to a pure republic; 
and, perhaps, to a republic of no inconvenient form. For 
though the people, collected in a body like the Romar tribes, 
be quite unfit for government, yet when dispersed in small 
bodies, they are more susceptible both of reason and order ; 
the force of popular currents and tides is, in a great measure, 
broken ; and the public interest may be pursued with some 
method and constancy. But it is needless to reason any 
farther concerning a form of government, which is never 
likely to have place in Gueat Beitain*, and which seems 
not to be the aim of any party amongst us. Let us cherish 
and improve our ancient government as much as possible, 
without encouraging a passion for such dangerous novelties.^ 


Essay V.^ — Of the Origin of Government 

Man, born in a family, is compelled to^ maintain society, 
from necessity, from natural inclination, and from habit. 
The same creatui'e, in his farther progress, is engaged to 
establish political society, in or^er to administer justice; 
without which there can be no peace among them, nor safety, 
nor mutual intercourse. We are, therefore, to look upon all 
the vast apparatus of our government, as having ultimately 


^ [Editions A to N add the following 
paragraph — I shall conclude this 
subject TPith observing, that the present 
political controvors}% with regard to in- 
structions, IS a very frivolous one, and 
can never be brought to any decision, 
as it IS managed by b(^h parties. The 
country -party pretend not, that a luem- 
ber IS al)&olutely bound to follow in- 
structions, as an ambassador or goneial 
IS confined by his orders, and that his 
vote IS not to bo received in the house, 
but so far as it is conformable to them. 
The court-party again, pretend not, that 
the sentiments of the people ought to 
have no weight witli every memher, 
much less th.it lie ought to desjnse the 
sentiments of those ho represents, and 
vith whom he is more particularly con- 
nected. And if tlicir sentiments be of 
weight, why ought they not to expri ss 
these sentiments? The question, then, 
is only conceining tlKi degret s of u eight, 


which ought to he plac’d on instruc- 
tions. But such IS the nature of lan- 
guage, that it IS impossible for it to 
express distinctly these different de- 
grees , and if men will carry on a con- 
troversy on this head, it may w'ell 
happen, that they differ in tlicir lin- 
guage, and yet agree in their sentiments , 
or differ in their sentiments, and yet 
agree in their language Besides, how 
lb it possible to find these degrees, eon- 
biilermg the variety of affairs which 
come befjre the house, and the variety 
of places which members represent? 
Ought the instructions of Totness to 
have the same weight as those of 
L02TOON? or instructions, vith regard 
to the Convention^ which respected 
foreign politics, to li.ive the ^ ime weight 
as those with i^-gird to tlietav/sY*, which 
res}iected only our domestic .iffairs ? ] 

- [This Essay was added in the last 
E'lition ] 
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no other object or purpose but the distribution of justice, 
or, in other words, the support of the twelre judges. Kings 
and parliaments, fleets and armies, officers of the court and 
reyenue, ambassadors, ministers, and privy-counsellors, are 
all subordinate in their end to this i^art of administration. 
Even the clergy, as their duty leads them to inculcate 
morality, may justly be thought, so far as regards this world, 
to have no other useful object of their institution. 

All men are sensible of the necessity of justice to main- 
tain peace and order; and all men are sensible of the 
necessity of peace and order for the maintenance of society. 
Tet, notwithstanding this strong and obvious necessity, such 
is the frailty or iDerverseness of our nature ! it is impossible 
to keep men, faithfully and unerringly, in the i^aths of 
justice. Some extraordinary circumstances may happen, in 
which a man finds his interests to be more promoted by 
fraud or raj)ine, than hurt by the breach which his injustice 
makes in the social miion. But much more frequently, he 
is seduced from his great and important, but distant in- 
terests, by^he allurement of present, though often very frivo- 
lous temptations. This great weakness is incurable in 
human nature. 

Men must, therefore, eudeawoui* to palliate what they 
cannot cure. They must institute some persons, under the 
a];>pellatioii of magistrates, whose peculiar office it is, to 
point out the decrees of equity, to punish transgressors, to 
correct fraud and violence, and to oblige men, however re- 
luctant, to consult their own real and permanent interests. 
In a word, ObedieisOE is a new duty which must be in- 
vented to support that of Justice ; and the tyes of equity 
must be corroborated by those of allegiance. 

But still, viewing matters in an abstract light, it may be 
thought, that nothing is gained by this alliance, and that 
the factitious duty of obedience, from its very nature, lays 
as feeble a hold of the human mind, as the primitive and 
natural duty of justice. Peculiar interests and present 
temptations may overcome the one as well as the othei\ 
They are equally exposed to the same inconvenience. And 
the man, who is inclined to be a bad neighbour, must be led by 
the same motives, well or ill understood, to be a bad citizen 
and subject. Not to mention, that the magistrate himself may 
often be negligent, or partial, or unjust in his administration. 
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ference between tlie eases. Order in society, we find, is much 
better maintained by means of government ; and our duty to 
the magistrate is more strictly guarded by the principles of 
liuman nature, than our duty to our fellow-citizens. The love 
of dominion is so strong in the breast of man, that many, 
not only submit to, but court all the dangers, and fatigues, and 
cares of government; and men, once raised to that station, 
though often led astray by private passions, find, in ordinary 
cases, a visible interest in the impartial administration of 
justice. The persons, who first attain this distinction by 
the consent, tacit or express, of the people, must be endowed 
with superior personal qualities of valour, force, integrity, 
or prudence, which command respect and confidence : and 
after government is established, a regard to birth, rank, and 
station has a mighty influence over men, and enforces the 
decrees of the magistrate. The prince or leader exclaims 
against every disorder, which disturbs his society. He 
summons all his partizans and all men of probity to aid 
him in correcting and redressing it : and he is readily fol- 
lowed by all indifferent persons in the execution ef his office. 
He soon acquires the power of rewarding ftiese services ; and 
in the pi’ogress of society, he establishes subordinate minis- 
ters and often a military for«e, wjio find an immediate and a 
visible interest, in supporting his authority. Habit soon 
consolidates what other principles of human nature had im- 
perfectly founded ; and men, once accustomed to obedience, 
never think of dej)arting fi’om that path, in which they and 
their ancestors have constantly trod, and to which they are 
confined by so many urgent and visible motives. 

But though this progress of human affairs may appear 
certain and inevitable, and though the support which alle- 
giance brings to justice, bo founded on obvious principles of 
human nature, it cannot be expected that men should before- 
hand be able to discover them, or foresee their operation. 
Government commences more casually and more imperfectly. 
It is probable, that the first ascendant of one man over 
multitudes begun during a state of war ; where the superiority 
of courage and of genius discovers itself most visibly, where 
unanimity and concert are most requisite, and where the 
]3ernicious effects of disorder are most sensibly felt. The 
long continuance of that state, an incident common among 
savage tribes, enured the people to submission ; and if the 
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chieftain possessed as much equity as prudence and yaloor, 
he hecaine, even during peace, the arbiter of all differences, 
and could gradually, by a mixture of force and consent, 
establish his authority. The benefit sensibly felt from his 
influence, made it be cherished by the people, at least by the 
peaceable and well disposed among them ; and if his son en- 
joyed the same good qualities, government advanced the 
sooner to maturity and perfection ; but was still in a feeble 
state, till the farther progress of improvement procm^ed the 
magistrate a revenue, and enabled him to bestow rewards on 
the several instruments of his administration, and to inflict 
punishments on the reiractory and disobedient. Before that 
period, each exertion of his influence must have been par- 
ticular, and founded on the peculiar circumstances of the 
case. After it, submission was no longer a matter of choice 
in the bulk of the community, but was rigorously exacted 
by the authority of the supreme magistrate. 

In all governments, there is a i)erpetual intestine struggle, 
open or secret, between Authority and Libeety; and 
neither of -them can ever absolutely prevail in the contest. 
A great sacrifice of liberty must necessarily be made in every 
government ; yet even the authority, which confines liberty, 
can never, and perhaps ought n^ever, in any constitution, to 
become quite entire and uncontroulable. The sultan is 
master of the life and fortune of any individual ; but will 
not be permitted td imj)ose new taxes on his subjects : a 
French monarch can impose taxes at pleasure ; but would 
find it dangerous to attempt the lives and fortunes of in- 
dividuals. Eeligion also, in most countries, is commonly 
found to be a very intractable principle ; and other principles 
or prejudices frequently resist all the authority of the civil 
magistrate; whose power, being founded on opinion, can 
never subvert other opinions, equally rooted with that of his 
title to dominion. The government, which, in common ap- 
pellation, receives the appellation of free, is that which admits 
of a pai'tition of power among several members, whose 
united authority is no less, or is commonly greater than that 
of any monarch ; but who, in the usual course of administra- 
tion, must act by general and equal laws, that are previously 
known to all the members and to all their subjects. In this 
sense, it must be OAvned, that liberty is the perfection of 
civil society; but still authority must be acknowledged 
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essential to its veiy existence : and in those contests, 'which 
so often take place heUveen the one and the other, the latter 
;inaj, on that account, challenge the preference. Unless 
perhaps one may say (and it may be said with some reason) 
that a circumstance, which is essential to the existence of 
civil society, must always support itself, and needs be guarded 
with less jealousy, than one that contributes only to its per- 
fection, which the indolence of men is so apt to neglect, or 
their ignorance to overlook. 


Essay VI. — On the Independency of Parliament,^ 

Political writers have established it as a maxim, that, in 
contriving any system of government, and fixing the several 
checks and controuls of the constitution, every man ought to 


* [In Editions A to N this Essay is 
inhodncecl by the follo’^viu'* examina- 
tion of tho spiiit of parties 

I have frequently obscrvocl, m com- 
paring tho conduct of tho court and 
county parties, that tho former are 
commonly less assuming and dogmati- 
cal in conversation, more apt to make 
oonccshions , and tho’ not, perhaps, 
more susceptible of con Motion, yet more 
?ble to boar contradiction than the 
latter , v'ho are apt to fly out upon aiiy 
opposition, and to regard one as a 
mercenary designing fellovr, if he 
argues with any coolness and impar- 
tiality, or makes any concessions to 
their adversaries. This is a fact, which, 
I behove, every one may haveobseived, 
who has been much in companies w'liero 
political questions have been discussed , 
tho’, were one to ask the reason of this 
difl:erence, every parly w oiild be apt to 
assign a different reason Genrkmon 
in the Opimitwn w'lll ascribe it to the 
very nature of their party, w’hich, 
being founded on public spint, and a 
zeal for the constitution, cannot easily 
endure such doctrines, as arc of perni- 
cious consequencG to liberty. The cour- 
tieis, on the other hand, will he apt to 
put us in mind of the clown mentioned 
by lord Shaftsbttry “A clown,” says 
that excellent author,^ “once took a 
fancy tohear disputes of doctois 

at an university. He was asked what 
pleasure ho could take in viewing sucli 
combatants, when he could never know 


so much, as which of tho parties had 
the bettor. For that mattm^ replied 
the clowm, 1 cCiit such a fool neither, 
hvt I can bCC tcho's the jtrst that ^uts 
f other into a passion Nature herself 
dictated this Icpson to the clown, that 
he vho had tho better Cf tho argument 
would bo cUsy and weil-humourcd * 
But he who was unable to support his 
cause by reason would naturally lose 
his temper and grow violent ” 

• To which of these reasons shall we 
adhere ? To neither of them, in my 
opinion, unless we have a mind to 
enlist ourijelves and become zealots in 
either party I believe I can assign 
the reason of this different conduct of 
the two parties, without offending 
either The country party are plainly 
most popular at present, and perhaps 
have been so in most administrations : 
So that, being accustomed to prevail in 
company, they cannot endure to hear 
their opinions controverted, but are as 
confident on tho public favour, as if 
they wcie supported in all their sen- 
timents by tho most infallible demon- 
stration. The courtiers, on the other 
hand, aro commonly so run down by 
popular talkers, that if you speak to 
them with any modeiation, or make 
them the smallest concessions, they 
think themselves extremely beholden 
to }OU, and are apt to return the favour 
bj a like mod< ration and facility on 
th(‘ir part To he fun oils and passion- 
ate, Iho} know, would only gain them 


^ Miscellaneous Beflcctions, 107. 
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*be supposed a hnave^, and to have no other end, in all his 
actions, than private interest. By this interest we must 
govern him, and, by means of it, make him, notwithstanding^ 
his insatiable avarice and ambition, co-operate to public 
good. Without this, say they, we shall in vain boast of the 
advantages of any constitution, and shall find, in the end, 
that we have no security for our liberties or possessions, ex- 
ce];>t the good-wiU of our rulers ; that is, we shall have no 
security at all. 

It is, therefore, a just maxim, that every man must 

he supposed a hiave : Though at the same time, it appears 
somewhat strange, that a maxim should be true in politics^ 


the charactex of shutneltss mrcfuat ics , 
not that of aealoiis j>at}iots, \^hieh is 
the character that such a warm Leha- 
viour IS apt to aciiuiro to the other 
party 

In all controversies, wo find, without 
regarding the truth or faUhood on 
either side, that those who defend the 
estahlibhed and popular opiuions, are 
always the most dogmatical and im- 
perious m their stile: wtilo their ad- 
versaries ajffect almost ostraordinary 
gentleness and moderation, in order to 
soften, as much as possible, any preju- 
dices that may lye against them Con- 
sider the behaviour of our frce-thmlas 
of all denominations, whether they be 
such as decry all revelation, or only 
oppose the exorbitant power of the 
clergy , Collms, TuiJuI, Fobta', HoadU y 
Compare their moderation and good 
manners with the fimous zeal and 
scunility of their adversaries, and jou 
will be convinced of the tiiitli of 
my observation A like difterciice may 
bo observed in the conduct of those 
French writer‘<, who maintained the 
controversy with regard to ancient and 
modern learning Boilcau, Monsieur 
and Madame Vacicif TAblid do Bos, 
who defended the party of the ancients, 
mixed their reasonings with satire and 
invective, while I ontciielle, la Motto, 
Charpeiitier and i^ven Periault, never 
transgressed the bounds of niodeiatuui 
and good breeding , tliougli piuvoked 
by the most injurious tie.itment of 
tlieir adversaries. 

[I must, howoTor, observe, that this 
Eemark with regard to the M^eining 


Moderation of the Coiu't Paity, is en- 
tirely confin’d to Convex sation, and 
to Gentlenibu, who have been engag’d 
l)y Interest or Inclination m that 
Party. Fur as to the Court-TVnters, 
l»eiug commonly hir’d Sciiblors, they 
are altogether as scurrilous as the 
Mereeuaiies of the other Party, nor 
has the G-azeteet any Advantage, in 
this Ttespeet, above Conumti Budbe A 
man of Edueation will, in any Part) , 
discover himself to be such, by his 
Good-breeding and Pecenc) , as a 
Scouiulrel will alwajs betray the 
ofiposito Qualities. The fedse Accusers 
acevdd, &c. is very scurnllous, tho’ 
that Side of the Question, being least 
popular, sli oil’d be defended with most 
M(xlLration When L — d J? — ' e, 
L — d 3/ — t, hlr L — n take the 
Pen m ILiud, tho’ they wuite with 
Warmth, they piresume not upon their 
Popularitv So f.ir as to transgress the 
Bounds of Peccucy *3 

I am led into tins tram of ri*fleetion, 
by considering some papers wzote upon 
that grand topic of coint wHuentc and 
yarhai Milt ary dependence, where, in my 
liuiuble ojjiiiion, the country party, 
besides vehemence .ind sutyro, shew too 
rigid an inflexibility, and too great a 
jealousy of nuikiug concessions to theii 
adveisarus Then leasuuings lose 
their fi »ict‘ 1 )Y being c.iiiied too far , and 
the pt piilaiity of thtir opinions has 
sediiL't d thLiii to neglect in some measure 
llicii justness and ^obditv The follow- 
ing leasoii will, I hope, servo to justif) 
me in tins opinion ] 


[This paiagrajih is only found in Eelitioi's A and B ] 
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■\vliicli is false in fact But to satisfy us on this heacl^ we 
may consider, that men are generally more honest in their 
jprivate than in theii* public capacity, and will go greater 
lengths to serve a party, than when their own private interest 
is alone concerned. Honour is a great check upon mankind : 
But where a considerable body of men act together, this 
check is, in a great measure, removed ; since a man is sm’O 
to be approved of by his own partj^, for what promotes the 
common interest ; and he soon learns to despise the clamours 
of adversaides. To which we may add, that every court or 
senate is determined by the greater number of voices; so 
that, if self-interest influences only the majority, (as it will 
always do^) the whole senate follows the allurements of this 
separate interest, and acts as if it contained not one member, 
who had any regard to public interest and liberty. 

^Yhen there offers, therefore, to our censure and examina- 
tion, any plan of government, real or imaginary, where the 
power is distributed among several courts, and several orders 
of men, we should always consider the seiiarate interest of 
each court, and each order; and, if we find ttiat, by the 
skilful division of power, this interest must necessarily, in its 
operation, concur with public, we may pronounce that gov- 
ernment to be wise and happy. Jf, on the contrary, separate 
interest be not checked, and be not directed to the public, 
we ought to look for nothing but faction, disorder, and 
tyranny from such a government. In this opinion I am 
justified by experience, as well as by the authority of all 
philosophers and politicians, both antient and modern. 

How much, therefore, would it have surprised such a 
genius as Ciceeo, or Tacitus, to have been told, that, in a 
future age, there should arise a very regular system of Q}ii\:ed 
government, where the authority was so distrilmted, that one 
rank, whenever it j)leased, might swallow np all the rest, and 
engross the whole power of the constitution. Such a govern- 
ment, they would say, will not be a mixed government. For 
so great is the natural ambition of men, that they are never 
satisfied with power ; and if one order of men, by pursuing 
its own interest, can usurp uj)on every other order, it will 
certainly do so, and render itself, as far as possible, absolute 
and uncontroulable. 

But, in this o];)inion, experience shews they would have 

' [In tile pre&tut depraved state of luauLmd Editions A to I> | 
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been mistaken. For this is actually the ease with the British 
constitution. The share of power, allotted by our constitu- 
tion to the house of commons, is so great, that it absolutely^ 
commands all the other parts of the government. The king’s 
legislative power is plainly no proper check to it. For though 
the king has a negative in framing laws ; yet this, in fact, is 
esteemed of so little moment, that whatever is voted by the 
two houses, is always sm’e to pass into a law, and the royal 
assent is little better than a form. The principal weight of 
the crown lies in the executive j)ower. But besides that the 
executive power in every government is altogether subordinate 
to the legislative ; besides this, I say, the exercise of this 
power requires an immense expence ; and the commons have 
assumed to themselves the sole right of granting money. 
How easy, therefore, would it be for that house to wrest from 
the cro^vn all these powers, one after another 5 by making 
every grant conditional, and choosing their time so well, that 
their refusal of supply should only distress the government, 
without giving foreign powers any advantage over us ? Did 
the house of- commons depend in the same manner on the 
king, and had none of the members any property but from 
his gift, would not he command all their resolutions, and be 
from that moment absolute As' to the house of lords, they 
are a very powerful support to the Crown, so long as they 
are, in their turn, supported by it ; but both experience and 
reason shew, that they have no force or authority sufficient 
to maintain themselves alone, without such support. 

How, therefore, shall we solve this paradox ? And by what 
means is this member of our constitution confined within the 
proper limits ; since, from our very constitution, it must 
necessarily have as much j)ower as it demands, and can only 
be confined by itself ? How is this consistent with our ex- 
perience of hiunan nature P I answer, that the interest of 
the body is here restrained by that of the individuals, and 
that the house of commons stretches not its power, because 
such an usurpation would be contrary to the interest of the 
majority of its members. The crown has so many offices at 
its disposal, that, when assisted by the honest and disinter- 
ested part of the house, it will always command the resolu- 
tions of the whole so far, at least, as to preserve the antient 
constitution from danger. We may, therefore, give to this 
influence what name we please; we may call it by the 
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invidious a,ppellatioRS of corruption tincl dependence ; but soino 
degree and some kind of it are inseparable from the very 
^nature of tbe constitution, and necessary to the preservation 
of our mixed government. 

Instead then of asserting^ absolutely, that the dependence 
of parliament, in every degree, is an infringement of British 
liberty, the country-party should have made some concessions 
to their adversaries, and have only examined what was the 
proper degree of this dej)endenee, beyond which it became 
dangerous to liberty. But such a moderation is not to be 
expected in party-men of any kind. After a concession of 
this nature, all declamation must be abandoned ; and a calm 
enquh’y into the j)roper degree of court-influence and par- 
liamentary dependence would have been expected by the 
readers. And though the advantage, in such a controversy, 
might possibly remain to the country-party ; yet the victory 
would not be so compleat as they wish for, nor would a true 
patriot have given an entire loose to his zeal, for fear of 
running matters into a contrary extreme, by diminishing too ^ 
far the influence of the crown. It was, therefore, thought 
best to deny, that this extreme could ever be dangerous to 
the constitution, or that the crown could ever have too little 
influence over members of parlifiment. 

All questions concerning the proper medium between 
extremes are difficult to be decided ; both because it is not 
easy to find words proper to fix this medium, and because the 
good and ill, in such cases, run so gradually into each other, 
as even to render om: sentiments doubtful and uncertain. But 
there is a peculiar difficulty in the present case, which would 
embarrass the most knowing and most impartial examiner. 
The power of the crown is always lodged in a single person, 
either king or minister ; and as this person may have either 
a greater or less degree of ambition, capacity, courage, popu- 
larity, or fortune, the power, which is too great in one hand. 


^ See Dissertation on Parties, tlirougli- 
out 

2 By that influence of the crown, 
whicli I '^ould justify, I mean only, 
that arising from the offices and honours 
which are at the disposal of the eroivn. 
As to private hrihoif, it may he con- 
sidered in the same light as the piactico 
of employing spies, which is scarce 
justifiable in a good minister, and is 
infamous in a had one * But to he a 


spy, or to he coiriipted, is always infa- 
mous under all ministers, and is to ho 
icgarded as a shameless prostitution 
Polybius justly esteems the pecuniary 
luiluonco of the senate and censors to 
ho one of the regular and constitutional 
weights, which pioserved the balance of 
the Koaian goi einnieiit, Lih G, cap. 
15 [The reference to Polybius was 
added in Edition K ] 



123 


ESSAY vn. 


may become too little in another. In pure republics, where 
the authority is distributed among several assemblies or 
senates, the checks and controuls are more regular in their ^ 
operation ; because the members of such numerous assemblies 
may be presumed to be always nearly equal in capacity and 
virkie; and it is only their number, riches, or authority, 
which enter into consideration. But a limited monarchy 
admits not of any such stability ; nor is it possible to assign 
to the crown such a determinate degree of power, as will, in 
every hand, form a proj)er counterbalance to the other parts 
of the constitution. This is an unavoidable disadvantage, 
among the many advantages, attending that species of 
government. 


Essay VII. — Whethu' the British Government inclines more 
to Ahsolute Monarchy^ or to a Bejpuhlic, 

It affords a violent prejudice against almost every science, 
that no prudent man, however sure of his principles, dares 
prophesy coiiT:eniing any event, or foretel the remote con- 
sequences of things. A physician will not venture to pro- 
nounce concerning the condition of his patient a fortnight 
or month after ; And still less dares a politician foretel tLe 
situation of public affairs a few years hence. Harrington' 
thought himself so sure of his general principle, that the 
balance ofi^ower dejyends on that of property, that he ventured 
to pronounce it impossible ever to re-establish monarchy in 
England : But his book was scarcely published when the 
king was restored ; and 'we see, that monarchy has ever since 
subsisted upon the same footing as before. N’otwithstanding' 
this unlucky example, I wiU venture to examine an impor- 
tant question, to wit, Whether the British government inclines 
more to ahsobitc monarchy, or to a republic; and in which of 
these two species if government it ivdl most probably terminate^ 
As there seems not to be any great danger of a sudden revo- 
lution either ^vay, I shall at least escape the shame attending 
my temerit}', if I should be found to have been mistaken. 

Those who assert, that the balance of our government in- 
clines towards absolute monarchy, may support their opinion 
by the following reasons. That property has a great influ- 
ence on power cannot possilfly be denied ; but yet the general 
maxim, that the balance of one depends on the balance of the 
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other^ must be received witli several limitations. It is evi- 
dent, that much less property in a single hand will be able 
^to counterbalance a greater property in several; not only 
because it is difficult to make many persons combine in the 
same views and measures ; but because property, when 
united, causes much greater dependence, than the same pro- 
perty, when dispersed. A hundred persons, of 1000/. a year 
a-piece, can consume all their income, and no body shall 
ever be the better for them, except their servants and trades- 
men, who justly regard their xirofits as the inoduct of their 
own labour. But a man possessed of 100,000/. a year, if he 
has either any generosity or any cunning, may create a great 
dependence by obligations, and still a greater by expecta- 
tions. Hence we may obseiwe, that, in aU free governments, 
any subject exorbitantly rich has always created jealousy, 
even though his riches bore no proportion to those of the 
state. Oeassus’s fortune, if I remember well, amounted^ 
only to^ about two millions and a half of our money ; yet we 
find, that, though his genius was nothing extraordinaiy, he 
was able, by means of his riches alone, to counterbalance, 
during his lifetime, the x^ower of Pompey as well as that of 
CuESAR, who afterwards became master of the world. The 
wealth of the Medici made tjiem masters of Fdoeence ; 
though, it is probable, it was not considerable, compared to 
the united prox^erty of that opulent republic. 

These considerations are apt to make one entertain a mag- 
nificent idea of the British sxnrit and love of libei'ty ; since 
we could maintain our free government, during so many cen- 
turies, against our sovereigns, who, besides the x^ower and 
dignity and majesty of the crown, have always been x)ossessed 
of much more x'>rox3erty than any subject has ever enjoyed in 
any commonwealth. But it may be said, that this sx^irit, 
however groat, will never be able to suxiport itself against 
that immense xn'oxierty, which is now lodged in the king, and 
which is still encreasing. TJpon a moderate computation, 
there are near three millions a year at the disxiosal of the 
crown. The civil list amounts to near a million ; the col- 
lection of all taxes to another ; and the emxiloyments in the 

^ [Eibtioiifi A find JJ to Throe Thou- iii our money "I 
sand Talents a Year, a boul 400,000/ - [Editions D to Q add As interest 

Sterling — Editions I) to i-i only to in Rome •was liiglier than ivitli ii&, tins 
about sixteen hundred thousand pounds might }'ield above 100,000/. a year.] 
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army and navy, together with ecclesiastical preferments, to 
ahoTG a third million : An enormous snm, and what may 
fairly be computed to be more than a thirtieth part of the^ 
whole income and labour of the kingdom. When we add to 
this great property, the encreasing luxury of the nation, our 
proneness to corruption, together with the great power and 
prerogatives of the crown, and the command of military force, 
there is no one but must desi)air of being able, without ex- 
traordinary efforts, to support our free government much 
longer under these disadvantages. 

On the other hand, those who maintain, that the byass of 
the Beitish government leans towards a republic, may sup- 
port their opinion by specious arguments. It may be said, 
that, though this immense proj)erty in the crown, be joined 
to the dignity of first magistrate, and to many other legal 
powers and prerogatives, which should naturally give it 
greater influence ; yet it really becomes less dangerous to 
liberty ujjon that very account. Were England a republic, 
and were any private man possessed of a revenue, a thhd, or 
even a tenth*-part as large as that of the crown, he would 
very justly excite jealousy ; because he would infallibly have 
great authority, in the government : And such an irregular 
authority, not avowed by the^laws-, is always more dangerous 
than a much greater authority, derived from them. A man, 
possessed of usurped j>ower, can set no bounds to his preten- 
sions His partizans'have liberty to hope for every thing in 
his favour : His enemies pi'ovoke his ambition, with his fears, 
by the violence of their opj)osition: And the government 
being thrown mto a ferment, every corrupted humour in the 
state natm'ally ga-thers to him. On the contrary, a legal 
authority, though great, has always some bounds, which ter- 
minate both the hopes and pretensions of the person possessed 
of it ; The laws mnst have inovided a remedy against its 
excesses : Such an eminent magistrate has much to fear, 
and little to hope from his usuipations : And as his legal 
anthority is quietly submitted to, he has small temptation 
and small opi)ortuuity of extending it farther. Besides, it 
happens, with regard to ambitions aims and j)rojects, what 
may be obseived with regard to sects of philosophy and roli- 

^ [Editions A to N li.uc tlic I'ofc to tlio Piv&ideut tit Dtlliom — Do 
Ou ue monte jrimai& m luut qiit quaml Eetz’b JUemoirs ] 
on ue scait pas ou on va said Crom-n til 
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gion. A new sect excites such a ferment, and is both op- 
posed and defended with such vehemence, that it always 
spreads faster, and multiplies its partizans with greater 
^rapidity, than any old established opinion, recommended by 
the sanction of the laws and of antiquity. Such is the nature 
of novelty, that, where any thing pleases, it becomes doubly 
agreeable, if new; but it' it displeases, it is doubly displeasing, 
upon that very account. And, in most cases, the violence of 
enemies is favourable to ambitious projects, as well as the 
zeal of ]3artizans. 

It may farther be said, that, though men be much governed 
by interest ; yet even interest itself, and all human affairs, 
are entirely governed by opinion. Now, there has been a 
sudden and sensible change in the opinions of men within 
these last fifty years, by the progress of learning and of 
liberty. Most people, in this island, have divested them- 
selves of all superstitious reverence to names and authority : 
The clergy have ^ much lost their credit: Their pretensions 
and doctrines have been ridiculed; and even religion can 
scarcely support itself in the world. The mere-name of king 
commands little respect ; and to talk of a king as God’s 
viceregent on earth, or to give him any of those magnificent 
titles, which formerly dazzled^ mankind, would but excite 
laughter in every one. Though the crown, by means of its 
large revenue, may maintain its authority in times of tran- 
quUlity, upon private interest and influence ; yet, as the least 
shock or convulsion must break all these interests to pieces, 
the royal power, being no longer supported by the settled 
principles and opinions of men, will immediately dissolve. 
Had men been in the same disposition at the revolution^ as 
they are at present, monarchy would have run a great risque 
of being entirely lost in this island. 

Durst I venture to deliver my own sentiments amidst these 
opposite arguments, I would assert, that, unless there hapi3en 
some extraordinary convulsion, the power of the crown, by 
means of its large revenue, is rather upon the encrease; 
though, at the same time I own, that its progress seems 
very slow, and almost insensible. The tide has run long, 
and with some rapidity, to the side of popular government, 
and is just beginning to turn towards monarchy. 

It is well known, that every government must come to a 
* [Editions A to D road * have cnt irely loi^t 1 
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period, and that death is nnavoidahle to the political as well 
as to the animal body. But, as one kind of death may be 
preferable to another, it may be enquired, whether it be^ 
more desirable for the British constitution to terminate in 
a popular government, or in absolute monarchy? Here I 
would frankly declare, that, though liberty be preferable to 
slavery, in almost every case ; yet I should rather wish to 
see an absolute monarch than a republic in this island. For, 
let us consider, what kind of rejiublic we have reason to ex- 
pect. The question is not concerning any fine imaginary 
republic, of which a man muy form a plan in his closet. 
There is no doubt, but a popular government may be ima- 
gined more perfect than absolute monarchy, or even than 
our present constitution. But what reason have we to ex- 
pect that any such government will ever be established in 
Great Britain, upon the dissolution of our monarchy? If 
any single person acquire j)Ower enough to take om* consti- 
tution to pieces, and put it up a-new, he is really an abso- 
lute monarch 5 and we have aheady had an instance of this 
kind, sufiS-cient to convince us, that such a person will never 
resign his power, or establish any free government. Matters, 
therefore, must be trusted to their natural progress and 
operation ; and the house of^conmioiis, according to its pre- 
sent constitution, must be the only legislature in such a 
popular government. The inconveniencies attending such a 
situation of affairs, present themselves hy thousands. If the 
house of commons, in such a case, ever dissolve itself, which 
is not to be expected, we may look for a civil war every 
election. If it continue itself , we shall suffer all the tyranny 
of a faction, subdivided into new factions. And, as such a 
violent government cannot long subsist, we shall, at last, 
after many convulsions, and civil wars, find repose in abso- 
lute monarchy, which it would have been haiipier for us to 
have established peaceably from the beginning. Absolute 
monarchy, therefore, is the easiest death, the true Euthanasia 
of the British constitution. 

Thus, if we have reason to be more jealous of monarchy, 
because the danger is more imminent from that quarter ; we 
have also reason to be more jealous of iiopular government, 
because that danger is more terrible. This may teach us a 
lesson of moderation in all our political controversies. 
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Essay YIII. — Of Parties hi G-eneral. 

Of all men, that distinguisli themselves by memorable 
^atcbievements, the first place of liononr seems due to Leois- 
LATOES and founders of states, who transmit a system of laws 
and institutions to secure the peace, happiness, and liberty 
of future generations. The influence of useful inventions in 
the arts and sciences may, perhaps, extend farther than that 
of wise laws, whose effects are limited both in time and 
place ; but the benefit arising from the former, is not so sen- 
sible as that which results from the latter. Speculative 
sciences do, indeed, improve the mind ; but this advantage 
reaches only to a few persons, who have leisure to apply 
themselves to them. And as to practical arts, which en- 
crease the commodities and enjoyments of life, it is well 
known, that men’s happiness consists not so much in an 
abmidance of these, as in the peace and security with which 
they possess them ; and those blessings can only be derived 
from good government. Not to mention, that general virtue 
and good morals in a state, which are so requisaite to happi- 
ness, can never arise from the most refinecl precepts of philo- 
sophy, or even the severest injunctions of religion ; but must 
proceed entirely from the yirtupus education of youth, the 
effect of wise laws and institutions. I must, therefore, pre- 
sume to differ from Lord Bacon in this particular, and must 
regard antiquity as somewhat unjust ^in its distribution of 
honours, when it made gods of all the inventors of useful 
arts, such as Ceues, Bacchus, iEsouLAPius ; and dignify 
legislators, such as Romulus and Theseus, only with the 
appellation of demigods and heroes. 

As much as legislators and founders of states ought to be 
honoured and respected among men, as much ought the 
founders of sects and factions to be detested and hated; 
because the influence of faction is directly contrary to that 
of laws. Factions subvert government, render laws impo- 
tent, and beget the fiercest animosities among men of the 
same nation, who ought to give mutual assistance and pro- 
tection to each other. And what should render the founders 
of parties more odious is, the difficulty of extirpating these 
weeds, when once they have taken root in any state. They 
naturally j>i'opagate themselves for many centuries, and 
seldom end but by the total dissolution of that government. 
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in which they are sown. They are, besides, plants which 
grow most plentifully in the richest soil ; and though abso- 
lute governmeiius be not wholly free from them, it must be 
confessed, fchat they rise more easily, and propagate them- 
selves faster in free governments, where they always infect 
the legislature itself, which alone could be able, by the steady 
application of rewards and punishments, to eradicate them. 

Tactions may be divided into Peusoival and Ebal ; that 
is, into factions, founded on personal friendship or animosity 
among snch as compose the contending parties, and into 
those founded on some real difference of sentiment or in- 
terest. The reason of this distinction is obvious ; though I 
must acknowledge, that parties are seldom found pure and 
nnmixed, either of the one kind or the other. It is not often 
seen, that a government divides into factions, where there is 
no difference in the views of the constituent members, either 
real or apparent, trivial or material : And in those factions, 
which are founded on the most real and most material differ- 
ence, there is always observed a great deal of personal ani- 
mosity or affection. But notwithstanding this mixture, a 
party may be denominated either personal or real, according 
to that principle which is predominant, and is found to have 
the greatest influence. « 

Personal factions arise most easily in small republics. 
Every domestic quarrel, there, becomes an affair of state. 
Love, vanity, emulation, any passion, as well as ambition 
and resentment, begets public division. The Neei and 
BiainChi of PiiOREXCE, the Tkegosi and Anoniiri of Geistoa, 
the CoLONESi and Onsixi of modern Eome, were parties of 
this kind. 

Men have snch a propensity to divide into personal fac- 
tions, that the smallest apj)earance of real difference will 
l)roduce them. What can ho imagined more trivial than 
the difference between one colour of livery and another in 
horse races ? Tet this difference begat two most inveterate 
facti«)ns in the Greek emi>ire, the Peasiki and Veketi, who 
never suspended their animosities, till they ruined that un- 
happy government. 

^ We find in the Eomak history a remarkable dissension 
between two tribes, the Pollia and Papieia, which continued 
for the space of near three hundred j-ears, and discovered 

* [This p.UMgraph was acldod in Edition I) ] 
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itself in their suffrages at every election of magistrates.^ 
This faction was the more remarkabiej as it could continue 
for so long a tract of time ; even though it did not spread 
itself, nor draw any of the other tribes into a share of the 
quarrel. If mankind had not a strong propensity to such 
divisions, the indifference of the rest of the community 
must have suppressed this foolish animositj", that had not 
any aliment of new benefits and injuries, of general sym- 
pathy and antipathy, which never fail to take place, when 
the whole state is rent into two equal factions. 

Nothing is more usual than to see parties, which have 
begun upon a real difference, continue even after that dif- 
ference is lost. When men are once inlisted on opposite 
sides, they contract an affection to the persons with whom 
they are united, and an animosity against their antagonists : 
And these passions they often transmit to their posterity. 
The real difference between Guelp and GniBBELLmE was 
long lost in Italy, before these factions were extinguished. 
The Guelfs adhered to the pope, the Ghibbellines to the 
emperor ; yet the family of Sporza, who were-in alliance 
with the emperor, though they were Gunfiks, being expelled 
MiLAisr by the kiug^ of Frai^oe, assisted by Jacomo Trivulzio 
and the Ghibbellines, the pope ^concurred with the latter, 
and they formed leagues with the pope against the emperor. 

The civil wars which ai'ose some few years ago in Mo- 
rocco, between the Hacks and whites^ iherely on account of 
their complexion, are founded on a pleasant difference. 
We laugh at them ; but I believe, were things rightly ex- 
amined, we afford much more occasion of ridicule to the 
Moors. For, what are all the wars of religion, which have 
prevailed in this polite and knowing part of the world? 
They are certainly more absurd than the Moorish civil wars. 


* As this f.iet lias not Lcc‘n niueli 
oltserved liy antkiua.rie& or politicians, 
I shall deliver it iii the "^^ords of the 
RoiiAN historian l^opuhi^ TuscixAxrs 
Liim oo7ijugihHi> ac hhois vunt 

Ea mult Lt ado, veate mutcda, et bpecie 
^tni'inn tnhiib circuit, geiuhus se omumni 
advolviUb Plus itaqiie mitcricmdia ad 
pance ce mam impel i audam, cpiam causa 
ad cnmeii piuganduni valuit Trihii-i 
omues picBtcr Polliam, anfuiuarinit 
leqnn. Poltl^ sententia fun, puhc}("i 
vtiheratob mean, Uh.ius conj luje^quc sub 

VOL. III. 


corona leje he'h venue ^lemoruiniqur 
ejus U(B in poems ta.n 

atrocis auefores mansisse ad, pains 
cetatem constat, 7iec quemquam foe ex 
PoiniA^/ ihu tandidntii jiPx^niix^Lftt re 
T Livii, lib 8 37 The Caste- 
LVNi and NicoLLori are two mobbish 
fictions in Vlnici;, who frcquentl} box 
together, and then lay aside their 
quarrels prc-ently [The Li'^t tcnteiu“i 
was ,1'lded in EditiOii D ] 

Liwi. XIT 
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Tke difference of complexion is a sensible and a real dif- 
ference : But tbe controversy about an article of faitb, wMcb 
is utterly absurd and luiintelligible, is not a difference in 
sentiment, but in a few plirases and expressions, whicb. one 
party accepts of, witliout understanding them ; and tbe 
other refuses in tbe same manner.^ 

Real factions may be divided into those from interest^ from 
princijple^ and from affection. Of all factions, tbe first are 
tbe most reasonable, and tbe most excusable. When two 
orders of men, sucb as tbe nobles and people, have a distinct 
authority iu a government, not very accurately balanced and 
modelled, they naturally follow a distinct interest ; nor can 
we reasonably expect a different conduct, considering that 
degree of selfishness implanted in human nature. It requires 
great skill in a legislator to prevent sucb parties ; and many 
philosophers are of opinion, that this secret, bke tbe grand 
elixir, ov loerpetiud motion, may amuse men in theory, but 
can never possibly be reduced to practice. In despotic 
governments, indeed, factions often do not appear ; but they 
are not tba less real 5 or rather, they are more real and 
more pernicious, ^upon that very account. The distinct 
orders of men, nobles and people, soldiers and merchants, 
have all a distinct interest but,the more powerful oppi'esses 
the weaker with impunity, and without resistance ; which 
begets a seeming tranquillity in such governments.^ 

There has been sTn attempt in England to divide the 
landed and trading part of the nation; but without success. 
The interests of these two bodies are not really distinct, 
and never will be so, till our public debts encrease to such a 
degree, as to become altogether oppressive and intolerable. 

Paities from i:ninciple, especially abstract sjieculative 
principle, are known only to modern times, and are, perhaps, 
the most extraordinary and unaccountable plicenomenon, that 
has yet appeared in human affairs. Where different prin- 
cijdes beget a contrariety of conduct, which is the case with 
all different political princij)les, the matter may be more 

* [Editious A tu P v^cTcl tliL form <i real opinion, more n,t Ins disposal 

Besides, I do not find that tlie than In's Lom]»lexioii ^ Andean one l)e 

in jMobocco over impo''ed (m tile Z5 imliicod h;) lorce or fear to do more 

any neco^'-ity of altering thtir com- than jhiiut and disguise in the one ca&o 

ploxiou, or threatened them v lUi iikiui- as -vrell as in the other v] 
sitions and penal laws in ca'^c of ohsti- = [See Coii^uh niiwab sin Ic Gremdevr 
nacy nor have the hhicJ^b heoii more et sin la I)ccacL}iie de Jiomauis Edi- 
iinrcasonalile in this particular But tion K ] 
is a man’s opimon, where he is able to 
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easily explained. A man^ wlio esteems tlie true right of 
government to lie in one man, or one family, cannot easily 
agree with his fellow-citizen, who thinks that another man 
or family is possessed of this right. Each naturally wishes 
that right may take place, according to his own notions of 
it. But where the difference of principle is attended with 
no contrariety of action, but every one may follow his own 
way, without interfering with his neighbour, as happens in 
all religious controversies : what madness, what fury can 
beget such unhappy and such fatal divisions ? 

Two men travelling on the highway, the one east, the 
other west, can easily pass each other, if the way be broad 
enough : But two men, reasoning upon opposite principles 
of religion, cannot so easily i)ass, without shocking ; though 
one should think, that the way were also, in that case, suffi- 
ciently broad, and that each might proceed, without intei*- 
mption, in his own course. But such is the nature of the 
human mind, that it always lays hold on every mind that 
api^roaches it; and as it is wonderfully fortified by an 
unanimity of sentiments, so is it shocked and disturbed by 
any contrariety. Hence the eagerness, which most people 
discover in a dispute ; and hence their impatience of opposi- 
tion, even in the most speculative and indifferent opinions. 

This principle, however frivolous it may appear, seems 
to have been the origin of all religious wars and divisions. 
But as this principle is universal in human nature, its effects 
would not have been confined to one age, and to one sect 
of religion, did it not there concur with other more acci- 
dental causes, which raise it to such a height, as to produce 
the greatest misery and devastation. Most religions of the 
ancient world arose in the unknown ages of government, 
when men were as yet barbarous and uninstructed, and the 
prince, as well as the peasant, was disposed to receive, with 
implicit faith, every pious tale of fiction, which was offered 
him. The magistrate embraced the religion of the people, 
and entering cordially into the care of sacred matters, 
naturally acquired an authority in them, and united the 
ecclesiastical with the civil power. But the Christian 
religion arising, while principles directly opposite to it 
were firmly established in the polite part of the world who 
despised the nation that fii’st broached this novelty ; 
no wonder, that, in such circumstances, it w^as but little 
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countenanced by tbe civil magistrate, and that the priest- 
hood was allowed to engross all the authority in the new 
sect. So bad a use did they make of this power, even in 
those early times, that the primitive persecutions may, 
perhaps, in part^^ be ascribed to the violence instilled by 
them into their followers. And the same principles of 
priestly government continuing, after Christianity became 
the established religion, they have engendered a spirit of 
persecution, which has ever since been the poison of human 
society, and the source of the most inveterate factions in 
every government. Such divisions, therefore, on the part of 
the people, may justly be esteemed factions otprmciple; but, 
on the part of the priests, who are the prime movers, they 
are really factions of interest. 

There is another cause (beside the authority of the priests, 
and the separation of the ecclesiastical and civil powers) 
which has contributed to render Christendom the scene of 
religious wars and divisions. Eeligions, that arise in ages 
totally ignorant and barbarous, consist mostly of traditional 
tales and fictions, which may be different in every sect, with- 
out being contrary to each other ; and even when they are 
contrary, every one adheres to the tradition of his own sect, 
without much reasoning or disputation. But as philosophy 
was widely spread over the world, at the time when Chris- 
tianity arose, the teachers of the new sect were obliged to 
form a system of speculative oiiinions ; to divide, with some 
accuracy, their articles of faith ; and to explain, comment, 


1 I say, tn ;part , For it is a vulgar 
cn or to imagine, that the ancients vere 
as gieat fiiends to toleration as the 
EjsOlish or Dutch are at present The 
Liws against external superstition, 
anujiigst the EoiviAxs, were as an- 
cient [as the time of the twelve 
t,ihles] ; and the JKWsaswell as Chris- 
tians were sometimes punished liy 
them , though, in general, these laws 
vtre not iigorously executed Imme- 
diately after the conquest of GtATTL, they 
forhad all hut the natives to ho initia- 
ted into the religion of the Druids , 
and tins vas a kintl of pecsecution In 
al loiit a century after this conquest, [the 
emperor, Claudius,] quite aholishul 
that superstition hy penal laws , which 
would luive been a very grievous 
secution, if the imitation of the Homan 
manners had not, heforo-hand, v eaned 


tho GtAuls from their ancient prejudices. 
Suetonius 211 inia Claudii [Pliny 
ascribes the abolition of the Drmdieal 
superstitions to Tiberius, probably 
because that omperor had taken some 
steps towards restraining them (lih. 
XXX cap 1 )] This is an instance of the 
usual caution and moderation of the 
Romans m such cases , and veiy 
different from their violent and san- 
guinary method of treating tho Chris- 
tians. Hence we may entcrtim a sus- 
picion, that those furious persecutions 
of Christianity wore in some measure 
owing to the imprudent zeal and bigotry 
of the tir-st piopagators of that sect , and 
Ecclesiastical history affords us many 
reasons to confirm tins suspicion [This 
note IS not in A JB and D read v ere 
very ancient,’ ‘ they qiute,’ and omit tlie 
reference to Pliny.] 
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confute, and defend with all the subtilty of argument and 
science. Hence naturally arose keenness in dispute, when 
the Christian religion came to be split into new divisions and 
heresies : And this keenness assisted the priests in their 
policy, of begetting a mutual hatred and antipathy among 
their deluded followers. Sects of philosophy, in the ancient 
world, were more zealous than parties of religion ; but m 
modern times, parties of religion are more furious and 
enraged than the most cruel factions that ever arose from 
interest and ambition. 

I have mentioned parties from affection as a kind of reaJ 
parties, beside those from interest and principle. By parties 
from affection, I understand those which are founded on the 
different attachments of men towards particular families and 
persons, whom they deshe to rule over them. These factions 
are often very violent ; though, I must own, it may seem 
unaccountable, that men should attach themselves so strongly 
to persons, with whom they are no wise acquainted, whom 
perhaps they never saw, and from whom they never received, 
nor can ever hope for any favour. Yet thjs we t^fteii find to 
be the case, and even with men, who, on other occasions, 
discover no great generosity of spirit, nor are found to be 
easily transported by friendship Jbeyond their own interest. 
We are apt to think the relation between us and our sove- 
reign very close and intimate. The splendour of majesty and 
power bestows an importance on the fortunes even of a 
single person. And when a man^s good-nature does not 
give him this imaginary interest, his ill-nature will, from 
spite and opposition to persons whose sentiments are differ- 
ent from his own. 


Essay IX . — Of the Parties of Great Britain. 

Weee the British Government proposed as a subject of 
speculation, one would immediately perceive in it a source 
of division and party, which it would be almost impossible 
for it, under any administration, to avoid. The just balance 
between the republican and monarchical part of our con- 
stitution is really, in itself, so extremely delicate and uncer- 
tain, that, when joined to men's passions and prejudices, it is 
impossible but different opinions must arise concerning it, 
even among persons of the best understanding. Those of 
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mild tempers, who love peace and order, and detest sedition 
and civil wars, will always entertain more favourable senti- 
ments of monarchy, than men of bold and generous spirits, 
who are passionate lovers of liberty, and think no evil com- 
parable to subjection and slavery. And though all reasonable 
men agree in general to preserve onr mixed government ; 
yet, when they come to particulars, some will incline to trust 
greater powers to the crown, to bestow on it more influence, 
and to guard against its encroachments with less caution, 
than others who are tenrified at the most distant approaches 
of tyranny and despotic power. Thus are there parties of 
PnnsroiPLE involved in the very natm'e of our constitution, 
which may properly enough be denominated those of Cotjet 
and CoxjNTET.^ The strength and violence of each of these 
parties will much depend upon the jparticular administration. 
An administration may be so bad, as to throw a great 
majority into the opposition ; as a good administration will 
reconcile to the court many of the most passionate lovers of 
liberty. But however the nation may fluctuate between 
them, the p&ties themselves will always subsist, so long as 
we are governed by a limited monarchy. 

But, besides this difference of Principle^ those parties are 
veiy much fomented by a- difference of Inteeest, without 
which they could scarcely ever be dangerous or violent. The 
crown will naturally, bestow all trust and powder upon those, 
whose princiiiles, real or jiretended, are most favourable to 
monarchical government ; and this temptation will naturally 
engage them to go greater lengths than their jirinciples 
would otherwise carry them. Their antagonists, who were 
disappointed in their ambitious aims, throw themselves into 
the party whose sentiments incline them to be most jealous 
of royal power, and naturally carry those sentiments to a 
greater height than sound politics will justify. Thus Court 
and Cou'utrij, which are the genuine offspring of the Beitish 


^ [Eilitionfe A to P cicld tlie follo-miig 
note Tlie<=.e woidb have l3L*come of gene- 
ral use, and therefore I slhill employ 
them, 'Without intending to expresb ly 
them an uiiiversil liLimo of the one 
pnrty, or approbation of theothtr Ihc 
conit-party may, no doubt, on some 
(R'casionb con&ndt hc^t the interest of 
the eoiiiitry, and the country-party 
oppose it. In like manner, the Eoman 
parties veie denominated O^iimate^ and 


Fopvlares, and Cicero, like a true 
party man, defines the Optimates to ho 
such as, lu all public conduct, regidated 
themselTes by the sentiments of tho 
best and ^\'ortliit&t of the Eo:iia.ns Pjo 
H ea'tzo, cap 4:5 The term of Country^- 
2 >ui ty may afibrd a favoiiral de definition 
or etymology of the same kind But it 
'would be folly to dra-w any <irgument 
from that Lead, and I bayo regtird to it 
in emplo} ing these terms.] 
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government, are a kind of mixed parties, and are influenced 
both by principle and by interest. The heads of the factions 
|Lre commonly most governed by the latter motive; the 
inferior members of them by the former.^ 

As to ecclesiastical parties ; we may observe, that, in all 
ages of the world, priests have been enemies to liberty 
and it is certain, that this steady conduct of theirs must 
have been founded on fixed reasons of interest and ambition. 
Liberty of thinking, and of expressing our thoughts, is 
always fatal to priestly power, and to those pious frauds, on 
which it is commonly founded ; and, by an infallible con- 
nexion, which prevails among all kmds of liberty, this privi- 
lege can never be enjoyed, at least has never yet been 
enjoyed, but in a free government. Hence it must happen, 
in such a constitution as that of G-reat Bbitain, that the 
established clergy, while things are in their natural situation, 
will always be of the Goiwsf-party ; as, on the contrary, 
dissenters of all kinds will be of the Co2Miifr?/-party ; since 
they can never hope for that toleration, which they stand in 
need of, but by means of our free government. All princes, 
that have aimed at despotic power, have known of what im- 
portance it was to gain the established clergy: As the 
clergy, on their part, have shewJi a great facility on entering 
into the views of such princes.’** Gustaves Vaza was, 
perhaps, the only ambitious monarch,^ that ever depressed 
the church, at the same time that he discouraged liberty. 
But the exorbitant power of the bishops in Sweden, who, at 
that time, overtopped the crown itself, together with their 
attachment to a foreign family, was the reason of his embrac- 
ing such an unusual system of politics. 


^ [Editions A to P add the follo-n’ing 
I mii&t bo under, stood to mean tins of 
persons Tiv'ho Live motives for taking 
party on any side I'or, to toll the 
truth, the greatest part are commonly 
men -who associate tliomsolvcs they 
know not why , from example, from 
passion, from idlene.ss But still it is 
requisite, that there lie some source of 
division, either in priiiciplo or interest ; 
othorv ISO such p>ersons would not find 
parties, to which they could associate 
thom,s elves ] 

® [Editions B to P add the note 
This proposition is true, notwithstand- 
ing, that in the early times of the Eng- 
lish government, the clergy -were tlie 


great and principal opposers of the 
crown • But, at that time, their posses- 
sions were so immensely great, that they 
composed a considerable part of the 
proprietors of England, and in many 
contests were direct rivals of the 
crown ] 

^ Jiidsei sibi ip,si reges imposuere ; 
qin mobihtate vulgi expiilsi, resumpta 
per arma donii nation e ; fugas civiimi, 
urbinm eversiones, fratrum, conjugum, 
parentum neces, aliaqiio sohta regibus 
ausi, siiperstitionom fovebant , quia 
honor sacerdotn firmamentum potentiae 
assuniebatur Tacit hi^t lib, v. 8. 
[This note was added in Edition K ] 
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This obserration, concerning the propensity of priests to 
the goYemment of a single person, is not true with regard 
to one sect only. The Presbyterian and Galvinistic clergy i^. 
Hollakd were professed friends to the family of Orai^ge ; 
as the Arminians, who were esteemed heretics, were of the 
Louyestein faction, and zealous for liberty. But if a prince 
have the choice of both, it is easy to see, that he will prefer 
the episcopal to the presbyterian form of government, both 
because of the greater afidnity between monarchy and epis- 
copacy, and because of the facility, which he will find, in 
such a government, of ruling the clergy, by means of their 
ecclesiastical superiors.^ 

If we consider the first rise of joarties in England, during 
the great rebellion, we shall observe, that it was conformable 
to this general theory, and that the species of government 
gave birth to them, by a regular and infallible operation. 
The English constitution, before that period, had lain in a 
kind of confusion 5 yet so, as that the subjects possessed 
many noble privileges, which, though not exactly bounded 
and secured ^y law, were universally deemed, from long pos- 
session, to belong 1;o them as their birth-right. An ambitious, 
or rather a misguided, prince arose, who deemed all these 
privileges to be concessioijs of«his predecessors, revokeable 
at pleasure ; and, in prosecution of this principle, he openly 
acted in violation of liberty, during the course of several 
years, Necessity, a't last, constrained him to call a parlia- 
ment : The spirit of liberty arose and spread itself: The 
prince, being without any suppoiij, was obliged to grant every 
thing required of him : And his enemies, jealous and impla- 
cable, set no bounds to their pretensions. Here then began 
those contests, in which it was no wonder, that men of that 
age were divided into difPerent parties ; since, even at this 
day, the impartial are at a loss to decide concerning the 
justice of the quarrel. The pretensions of the parliament, 
if yielded to, broke the balance of the constitution, by ren- 
dering the government almost entirely republican. If not 
yielded to, the nation was, perhaps, still in danger of absolute 
power, from the settled principles and inveterate habits of 
the king, which had plainly appeared in every concession 
that he had been constrained to make to his people. In this 

* Popuh impenum juxta liLertatem propnor e&t. Tacit Ann hb, vi. 41. 
paucorum dominatio regiae libidmi [This note -vras added in Edition K.] 
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question, so delicate and uncertain, men naturally fell to tlie 
side wliicE was most conformable to their usual principles ; 
and the more passionate fayourers of monarchy declared for 
the king, as the zealous friends of liberty sided with the par- 
liament. The hopes of success being nearly equal on both 
sides, interest had no general influence in this contest : So 
that RoTTiTD-HEAr) and Cavaliee were merely parties of prin- 
ciples; neither of which disowned either monarchy or liberty; 
but the former party inclined most to the republican part of 
our goyernment, the latter to the monarchical. In this 
respect, they may be considered as court and country-party, 
enflamed into a ciyil war, by an unhappy concurrence of 
circumstances, and by the turbulent spirit of the age. The 
commonwealth’s men, and the partizans of absolute power, lay 
concealed in both parties, and formed but an inconsiderable 
part of them. 

The clergy had concurred with the king’s arbitrary designs ; 
and, in return, were allowed to persecute their adyersaries, 
whom they called heretics and schismatics. The established 
clergy were episcopal ; the non-conformists presbyterian : So 
that all things concurred to throw the former, without re- 
serye, into the king’s party ; and the latter into that of the 
parliament.^ • , 

Every one knows the eyent of this quarrel ; fatal to the 
king first, to the parliament afterwards. After many confu- 
sions and reyolutions, the royal family'* was at last restored, 
and the ancient goyernment re-established. Ohaeees II. was 
not made wiser by the example of his father ; but prosecuted 
the same measures, though at first, with more secrecy and 
caution. New parties arose, under the appellation of Whig 
and Tory, which haye continued eyer since to confound and 
distract our government. To determine the nature of these 


^ [For this paragraph Editions 
A to P suLstitiito the following 
The clergy had concnrrcd ^ with 
the king’s arbitrary designs, according 
to thoir usual maxims in such cases * 
And, in return, were allowed to perse- 
cute their adversaries, whom they called 
heretics and schismatics The estab- 
lished clergy wore episcopal , the non- 
conformists presbyterian So that all 
things concurred to throw the former, 
without reserve, into the king’s party , 


and the latter into that of the parlia- 
ment The Cavalios being the court- 
party, and the Bound-heads the country- 
party, the union was infallible between 
the former and the established prelacy, 
and between the latter and presbyterian 
non-conformists This union is so 
natural, according to the general prin- 
ciples of politics, that it requires some 
very extraordinary situ.ition of affairs 
to break it ] 


2 [In a shameless manner A to K ] 
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parties is^ one of tlie most difficult problems, that 

can be met with, and is a proof that history may contain 
questions, as uncertain as any to be found in the most abjr 
stract sciences. We have seen the conduct of the two parties, 
during the course of seventy years, in a vast variety of cir- 
cumstances, possessed of power, and deprived of it, during 
peace, and during war : Persons, who profess themselves of 
one side or other, we meet with every hour, in company, in our 
pleasures, in our serious occupations : We ourselves are con- 
strained, in a manner, to take party; and living in a country 
of the highest liberty, every one may openly declare all his 
sentiments and opinions; Yet are we at a loss to tell the 
nature, pretensions, and principles of the different factions.^ 

When we compare the parties of Whig- and Tohy with 
those of Eouhd-head and Cavalier, the most obvious dif- 
ference, that appears between them, consists in the principles 
of jjasatve obedience, and indefeasible right, which were but 
little heard of among the Cavaliers, but became the univer- 
sal doctrine, and were esteemed the true characteristic of a 
Tort. Were^these principles pushed into their most obvious 
consequences, they imply a formal renunciation of all our 
liberties, and an avowal of absolute monarchy; since nothing 
can be a greater absm'dity than a limited power, which must 
not be resisted, even when it exceeds its limitations. But as 
the most rational princi]ples are often but a weak counterpoise 
to passion ; it is no Vonder that these absurd principles ^ 
'were found too weak for that effect. The Tories, as men, 
were enemies to oppression ; and also as EnoLiSHMEisr, 
they were enemies to arbitrary power. Their zeal for liberty, 
was, perhaps, less fervent than that of their antagonists ; 
but was sufficient to make them forget all their general 
principles, when they saw themselves openly threatened with 
a subversion of the ancient government. From these senti- 
ments arose the revolntion ; an event of mighty consequence, 
and the firmest foundation of British liberty. The conduct 
of the Tories, during that event, and after it, will afford us a 
true insight into the nature of that party. 

In the first place, they appear to have had the genuine 
sentiments of Britons in their affection for liberty, and in 

^ [Editions A to P add The qiitstion according to a eelchratcd nutlior, (Dis- 
is, perhaps, m itself, somewlnit diffi- seitation on Parties, Letter 2d ) a 
cult, liut has Leen rendered more bO, the common sense of a IIottkxtot or 
by the prejudice and violence of party ] Sajmoiede.] 
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their determined resolution not to sacrifice it to any abstract 
principle whatsoever, or to any imaginary rights of i)rinces. 
This part of their character might justly have been doubted 
of before the revolution, from the obvious tendency of their 
avowed principles, and from their ^ compliances with a court, 
which seemed to make little secret of its arbitrary designs. 
The revolution shewed them to have been, in this respect, 
nothing, but a genuine court-j^arty, such as might be expected 
111 a Beitish government : That is. Lovers of liberty, hut 
greater lovers of monarchy. It must, however, be confessed, 
that they carried them monarchical principles farther, even 
in practice, but more so in theory, than was, in any degree, 
consistent with a limited government. 

Secondly, Neither their principles nor affections concurred, 
entirely or heartily, with the settlement made at the revolu- 
tion, or with that which has since taken place. This part of 
their character may seem opposite to the former ; since any 
other settlement, in those circumstances of the nation, must 
probably have been dangerous, if not fatal to liberty. But 
the heart of man is made to reconcile contradictions : and 
this contradiction is not greater than that between imssive 
obedience, and the resistance employed at the revohition. A 
Tory, therefore, since the •^'evolution, may be defined in a 
few words, to be a lover of monarchy, though without abandon-- 
ing liberty ; and a partizan of the family of Stuaet. As a 
Whig- may be defined to be a lover of liberty though without 
renouncing monarchy ; and a friend to the settlement in the 
Peotestant Zme.2 

These different views, with regard to the settlement of the 
crown, were accidental, but natural additions to the principles 


* [Editions A to K read almost un- 
hounded compliances. M to Q gtcat 
compliances J 

- [Editions A to P add the folloTving 
note Tile author’ above cited has 
asserted, that the real distinction be- 
tv ixt Whiq and Tory -was lost at the 
revolution, and that ever since they have 
continued to be mere personal parties, 
like the Gxtelfs and Gibbelines, after 
the emperors had lost all anthonty in 
Italy Such an opinion, vero it re- 
ceived, -ttould turn our -whole history 
into an teuigma , [<ind is, indeed, so cou- 
traiy to the strongest Evidence, that a 


Man must have a great Opinion of his 
o-wn Eloquence to attempt the proviiig 
of it — A and B ] 

I shall first mention, as a proof of a 
real distinction between these parties, 
what every one may have obseiwed 
or heard concerning the conduct ai.d 
conversation of all his friends and ac- 
quaintance on both sides Have not 
the Tories always borne an avowed 
affection to the family of Stuart, and 
lune not their adversaries always op- 
posed -with vigour the sncct-S'-iun of 
that famil;v ’ 

The Tory pimcipks are confessedly 



140 


ESSAY TX. 


of the court and country parties, which are the genuine 
divisions in the British government. A passionate lover of 
monarchy is apt to be displeased at any change of the success* 
sion;as savouring too much of a commonwealth: Ap'assionate 
lover of liberty is apt to think that every part of the govern- 
ment ought to be subordinate to the interests of liberty. 

Some, who will not venture to assert, that the real dif- 
ference between Whio and Tory was lost at the revolution, 
seem inclined to think, that the difference is now abolished, 
and that affairs are so far returned to their natural state, that 
there are at present no other parties among us but court and 
country ; that is, men, who, by interest or principle, are 
attached either to monarchy or liberty. The Tories have 
been so long obliged to talk in the republican sthe, that they 
seem to have made converts of themselves by their hypocrisy, 
and to have embraced the sentiments, as well as language of 
their adversaries. There are, however, very considerable 
remains of that party in Eholae-d, with all their old pre- 
judices ; and a proof that court and country are not our only 
parties, is, that almost all the dissenters side with the court, 
and the lower clergy, at least, of the church of England, 
with the opposition. This may convince us, that some biass 
still hangs upon our constitution, some extrinsic weight, 


the most farourable to monarchy. Yet 
the Tunes have almost al'vrars opposed 
the court these fifty years; nor ■were 
they cordi<il friends to King WiLLmr, 
oTen when em].)loyed by him Their 
quarrel, therefore, cannot be supposed 
to have lam ^nth the throne, but with 
t]ie perbon who sat on it 

They concurred heartily •with the 
court during the four last years of 
Queen Anne But is any one at a loss 
to find the redboii ’ 

^ The succession of the crown in the 
BnmsH government is a point of too 
great consequence to be aljsolutely in- 
different to persons who concern them- 
selves, in .iny degree, about the foitune 
of the puldie, much less can it be 
supposed that the Tory p.irty, wdio 
never valued themselves upon modula- 
tion, could mamt.im a stoical indiffe- 
rence in a point of such importance 
"Wore they, therefore, zealous for the 
house of Hanover? Or was there 
any thing that kept an opposite zeal 


from openly appearing, if it did not 
openly appear, but prudence, and a 
sense of decency ^ 

’Tis monstrous to see an established 
episcopal clergy in declared opposition 
to the court, and a non-conformist pres- 
byterian clergy in conjunction 'v, ith it. 
What could have produced such an un- 
natural conduct ill both? Nothing, 
but that the former espoused monarchi- 
cal pnnciples too high for the present 
settlement, which is founded on princi- 
ples of liberty And the latter, being 
afraid of the prevalence of those high 
principles, adhered to that party from 
whom they h<id reason to expect liberty 
and toleration 

The diffoient conduct of the two 
parties!, ith regard to foreign politics, 
is also a pi’ll! )f to the same purpose 
Holland has alwa}s been most fa- 
voured by one, and France by the 
other In short, the proofs of this 
kind seem so palp.ible and evidont, that 
’tis almost needless to collect them ] 


[This paragraph is not in A and B ] 
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which turns it from its natural course, and causes a confu- 
sion in our parties.^ 

, [So the Essay concludes in Editions Q and R. In place of 
the last paragraph, the preceding Editions i*ead as follows :] 

^Tis however remarkable, that tho’ the principles of Wnia 
and Toby were both of them of a compound nature ; yet the 
ingredients, which predominated in both, were not corre- 
spondent to each other. A Toby loved monarchy, and bore 
an affection to the family of Stuart ; but the latter affection 
was the predominant inclination of the pai’ty. A Whig 
loved liberty, and was a friend to the settlement in the Pro- 
TESTANT line ; but the love of liberty was professedly his 
predominant inclination. The Tories have frequently acted 
as republicans, where either policy or revenge has engaged 
them to that conduct ; and there was no one of that party, 
who, upon the supposition, that he was to be disappointed in 
his views with regard to the succession, would not have 
desired to impose the strictest limitations on the crown, and 
to bring our form of government as near republican as pos- 
sible, in order to depress the family, which, accmrding to his 
apprehension, succeeded without any just title. The Whigs, 
’tis true, have also taken steps dangerous to liberty, under 
colour of securing the succession and settlement of the crown, 
according to their views : But as the body of the party had 
no passion for that succession, otherwise than as the means 
of seeming liberty, they have been betrayed into these steps 
by ignorance, or frailty, or the interests of their leaders. 
The succession of the crown was, therefore, the chief point 
with the Tories ; the security of our liberties with the 
Whigs.^ Nor is this seeming irregularity at all difficult to 
be accounted for, by our present theory. Court and country 
l^arties are the true parents of Tory and Whig. But ^tis 
almost impossible, that the attachment of the court party to 
monarchy should not degenerate into an attachment to the 
monarch ; there being so close a connexion between them, 
and the latter being so much the more natural object. How 
easily does the worship of the divinity degenerate into a 

^ Some of the opinions delivered in nieut by Ins o\.'ii i>j.’ee''uetived opinions 
those Essays, with regcird to the public mid principle^, noi. 1*5 he csh.imtd to 
tr.in&actions in the Last century, the acknowlelge his ikes TIilsg rii*^- 
Author, on more accurate examination, takes were indeed, at tli.d tune, almost 
found reason to retract in Ins History oi universal m tins kniii: ’"in 
Great Britain And as he would not - [Thuivmiindii ot tins pir*igraph is 
enslave himself to the systems of either not m A aatl B J 
party, neither voiild he fetter his judg- 
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worsHp of the idol ? The connexion is not so great between 
liberty, the divinity of the old country' party or Whigs, and 
any monarch or royal family ; nor is it so reasonable to sup- 
pose, that in that party, the worshij) can be so easily trans- 
ferred from the one to the other. Tho’ even that would be 
no great miracle. 

^Tis difficult to penetrate into the thoughts and sentiments 
of any particular man ; but ’tis almost impossible to dis- 
tinguish those of a whole party, where it often happens, that 
no two persons agree precisely in the same maxims of conduct. 
Yet I will venture to affirm, that it was not so much prin- 
ciple, or an opinion of indefeasible right, which attached 
the Tories to the ancient royal family, as affection, or a 
certain love and esteem for their persons. The same cause 
divided England formerly between the houses of York and 
Lancaster, and Scotland between the families of Brtjoe 
and Baliol ; in an age, when political disputes were but 
little in fashion, and when political ^principles must of course 
have had but little influence on mankind. The doctrine of 
passive obedience is so absurd in itself, and so opposite to 
our liberties, that "it seems to have been chiefly left to pulpit- 
declaimers, and to their deluded followers among the vulgar. 
Men of better sense were guided by affection ; and as to the 
leaders of this party, ftis probable, that interest was their 
chief motive, and that they acted more contrary to their 
private sentiments, than the leaders of the opposite party. 
^ Tho’ His almost imjiossible to maintain with zeal the right 
of any person or family, without acquiring a good-will to 
them, and changing the principle into affection ; yet this is 
less natural to people of an elevated station and liberal edu- 
cation, who have had full opportunity of observing the 
weakness, folly, and arrogance of monarchs, and have found 
them to be nothing superior, if not rather inferior to the rest 
of mankind. The interest^ therefore, of being heads of a party 
does often, with such people, supply the place both of prin~ 
ciple and affection. 

Some, who will not venture to assert, that the real differ- 
ence between Whig and Tort was lost at the revolution, 
seem inclined to think, that the difference is now abolished, 
and that affairs are so far returned to their natural state, 
that there are at present no other parties amongst us but 

^ [The reniaindiT of this paragraph ib not m A and B ] 
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court and country ; that is, men, who by interest or principle, 
are attached either to monarchy or to liberty. It must, 
indeed, be confest, that the Tort party seem, of late, to have 
decayed much in their numbers ; stiU more in their zeal ; 
and I may venture to say, still more in their credit and 
authority. There are few men of knowledge or learning, 
at least, few philosophers, since Mr. Locke has wrote, who 
would not be ashamed to be thought of that party 5 and in 
almost all companies the name of Old Whig is mentioned 
as an uncontestable appellation of honour and dignity. 
Accordingly, the enemies of the ministry, as a reproach, 
call the courtiers the true Tories 5 and as an honom', de- 
nominate the gentlemen in the opposition the true Whigs. ^ 
The Tories have been so long obliged to talk in the repub- 
lican stile, that they seem to have made convei’ts of them- 
selves by their hypocrisy, and to have embraced the 
sentiments, as well as language of their adversaries. There 
are, however, very considerable remains of that party in 
England, with all their old pi’ejudices; and a proof that 
court and country are not our only parties, is, that almost all 
the dissenters side with the court, and th^ lower clergy, at 
least, of the church of England, with the opposition. This 
may convince us, that some hiass still hangs upon our consti- 
tution, some intrinsic weight, which turns it from its natural 
course, and causes a confusion in our parties.^ 

I shall conclude this subject with observing that we never 
had any Tories in Scotland, according to the j)roper signi- 
fication of the word, and that the division of parties in this 
country was really into Whigs and Jacobites. A Jacobite 
seems to be a Tory, who has no regard to the constitution, 
but is either a zealous partizan of absolute monarchy, or at 
least willing to sacrifice our liberties to the obtaining the 
succession in that family to which he is attached. The reason 
of the difference between England and Scotland, I take to 
be this : Political and religious divisions in the latter country, 
have been, since the revolution, regularly correspondent to 
each other. The Presbyterians were all Whigs without 
exception : Those who favoured episcopacy, of the oiiposite 
party. And as the clergy of the latter sect were turned out 
of the churches at the revolution, they had no motive for 

I [Tlio la&t hvo soutiiu'of. \Acro omitting ‘ ta U.i^t — ^^TotL’] 
omiltod in P. A and B rotid no man, " [Tins i-Lntoncc docs nut occur in A ] 
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making any compliances witb. the government in their oaths, 
or their forms of prayers, bnt openly avowed the highest 
principles of their party ; which is the cause why their fol- 
lowers have been more violent than their brethren of the 
Tort party in 


Essay X. — Of Sujp&irstition and Bnilmsiasm. 

That the corruption of the hed things produces the worsts is 
gx’own into a maxim, and is commonly proved, among other 
instances, by the pernicious effects of superstition and enthvn 
siasm, the corruptions of true religion. 

These two species of false religion, though both pernicious, 
are yet of a very different, and even of a contrary nature. 
The mind of man is subject to certain unaccountable terrors 
and apprehensions, proceeding either from the unhappy 
situation of private or public affairs, from ill health, from 
a gloomy and melancholy disposition, or from the con- 
cuiTence of all these circumstances. In such a state of 
mind, infinite unknown evils are dreaded from unknown 
agents 5 and where real objects of terror are wanting, the 
soul, active to its own prejudice, and fostering its predomi- 
nant inclination, finds imaginary ones, to whose power and 
malevolence it sets no limits. As these enemies are entirely 


* Some of the oriuions, (Jelivered m 
tluse Essays, ^Mt]l logaid to tlie public 
trinsactions in tlio Li^t century, the 
Author, on more acciii ato osamiiiation, 
found reason to ntiact in liis I{i'>for?/ 
ot Great Heitain And ab ho ould 


not enslave himself to the systems of 
either party, neither vrould he fetter 
hib judgment by his own preconceived 
opinions and principles, nor is ho 
ashamed to acknowledge liis mistakes * 


* [This note does not occur in any 
edition prior to M A and B add the 
following paragraph to the text — As 
violent Things have not commonly so 
long a Duration as moderate, we 
actually find, that Un^ Jacobite Party is 
almost entirely vanibh’d from among 
us, and that the Distinction of Con? 6 
and Comitii/f vhich is but creeping m 
at London, is the only one that is ever 
mention’d in this luif/dom Bcsi le the 
Violence and Opi niiess of the Jacorite 
pirty, another Ileisoii has, peril ips, 
contributed to produce so sudden and 
so visible an Alteration in this part of 
Britain There arc only tvo Banks 
of Men among us, Gcutlenien, vho 


have some Eortuno and Education, and 
the meanest slaving Poor, wntliout any 
considerable Number of that middling 
Bank of Men, which abounds more in 
England, both m Cities and in the 
Country, than in any other Part of the 
World The slaving Poor are incapa- 
ble of any Principles Gentlemen m<iy 
be converted to true Principles, by 
Time and Experience. The middling 
Bank of Men Live Curiosity and Know - 
lulgc enough to form Principles, but 
not enough to form true ones, orcoirect 
anv Prejudices that they may liave 
imbib’d And ’tis among the middling 
Bank, that Tory Principles do at pre- 
sent prev.iil most in England ] 
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invisible and unknown, the methods taken to appease them 
are equally unaccountable, and consist in ceremonies, obser- 
vances, mortifications, sacrifices, presents, or in any practice, 
liowever absurd or frivolous, which either folly or knavery 
recommends to a blind and terrified credulit}". Weakness, 
fear, melancholy, together with ignorance, are, therefore, the 
true sources of Superstition* 

But the mind of man is also subject to an unaccountable 
elevation and presumption, arising from prosperous success, 
from luxuriant health, from strong spirits, or from a bold 
and confident disposition. In such a state of mind, the 
imagination swells with great, but confused conceptions, to 
which no sublunary beauties or enjoyments can correspond. 
Every thing mortal and perishable vanishes as unworthy of 
attention. Amd a full range is given to the fancy in the in- 
visible regions or world of spirits, where the soul is at liberty 
to indulge itself in every imagination, which may best suit 
its present taste and disposition. Hence arise raptures, 
transports, and sui'prising flights of fancy ; and confidence 
and presumption still encreasmg, these rapturear, being alto- 
gether unaccountable, and seeming quite beyond the reach 
of our ordinary faculties, are attributed to the immediate 
inspiration of that Divine Being, who is the object of devo- 
tion. In a little time, the inspired person comes to regard 
himself as a distinguished favourite of the Divinity ; and 
when this jfrenzy once takes place, which is the summit of 
enthusiasm, every whimsy is consecrated : Human reason, 
and even morality are rejected as fallacious guides : And 
the fanatic madman delivers himself over, blindly, and with- 
out reserve, to the supposed illapses of the spirit, and to in- 
spiration from above. Hope, pride, presumption, a warm 
imagination, together with ignorance, are, therefore, the true 
sources of Enthusiasm. 

These two species of false religion might afford occasion to 
many speculations; but I shall confine myself, at present, 
to a few reflections concerning their different influence on 
government and society. 

^ My first reflection is, That superstition is favourable to 

* [In Editions A and 13, tins and the and Yiolent than thoso which partake of 
three next paragraphs were wiitten as Superstition ; but in a little Time be- 
follows My first Reflection is, that Ro- come much more gentle and modur ito 
ligions, which partake of Enthusiasm aio. The Violence of this Species of Religion, 
on their first Rise, much more furious \'vhen excited by Novelty, and animated 
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jpriestly j^oiver, and enthusiasm not less or rather more cGntrai^y 
to ity than sound reason and 'philosophy. As superstition is 
founded on fear, sorrow, and a depression of spirits, it re- 
presents the man to himself in such despicable colours, that 


by Opposition, appears from nunib^^rlesb 
Instances, of the Aiiahaptibts in Ger~ 
many, the Catmsars in France, the Le- 
xellers and other Fanaticks in England, 
and the Co^'cnanters in Scotlaud As 
Enthusiasm is founded on strong Spirits 
and a presumptuous Boldness of Cha- 
racter, it naturally begets the most ex- 
treme Resolutions , especially after it 
rises to that Height as to inspire the 
deluded Eanaticks with the Opinion of 
Divine Illuminations, and with a Con- 
tempt of the common Rules of Reason, 
lyiorality and Prudence. 

’Tis thus Enthusiasm produces the 
most cruel Desolation in human Society . 
But its Eury is like that of Thunder 
and Tempest, which exhaust themselves 
in a little Time, and leave the Air more 
calm and serene than before. The Rea- 
son of this will appear evidently, by 
comparing Enthusiasm to Superstition, 
the other Species*bf false Religion , and 
tracing the natural Consequences of 
each. As Superstition is founded on 
Eear, Sorrow, and a Depression of 
Spirits, it represents the Person to h^- 
self in such despicable Colours, that he 
appears unworthy, in his own Eyes, of 
approaching the Divine Presence, and 
naturally has Recourse t6 any other 
Person, whose Sanctity of Life, or, per- 
haps, Impudence and Cunning, have 
made him he supposed to be more 
favoured by the Divinity. To him they 
entrust their Devotions To his Care 
they recommend their Prayers, Petitions, 
and Sacrifices And, by his Means, hope 
to render their Addi’esses acceptable to 
their incensed Deity. Hence the Origin 
of PfiiESTS,^ who may justly be regarded 
as one of the grossest Inventions of a 
timorous and abject Superstition, which, 
ever diffident of itself, dares not offer 
up its own Devotions, hut ignorantly 
thinks to recommend itself to the Di- 
vinity, by the Mediation of his supposed 


Eriends and Servants. As Superstition 
is a considerable Ingredient of almost 
all Religions, even the most fanatical , 
there being nothing hut Philosophy able 
t(i conquer entirely these unaccountable 
Terrors , hence it proceeds, that in al- 
most every Sect of Rehgion there are 
Priests to be found * But the stronger 
Mixture there is of Superstition, the 
higher IS the Authority of the Priesthood. 
Modern Judaism and Popery, especially 
the latter, being the most barbarous and 
absurd Superstitions that have yet been 
knovn in the World, are the most en- 
slav’d by their Priests. As the Church 
of England may justly be said to retain 
a strong Mixture of Popish Superstition, 
it partakes also, in its original Consti- 
tution, of a Propensity toPnestly Power 
and Dominion ; particularly in the Re- 
spect it exacts to the Pnest And 
though, according to the Sentiments of 
that Church, the Prayers of the Priest 
must be accompanied with those of the 
Laity ; yet is he the mouth of the Con- 
gregation, his Person is sacred, and 
^thout his Presence few would think 
their public Devotions, or the Sacra- 
ments, and other Rites acceptable to 
the Divinity. 

On the other Hand, it may be ob- 
served, That all Enthusiasts have been 
free from the Yoke of Ecclesiastics, and 
have exprest a great Independence in 
their Devotion, with a contempt of 
Eorms, Tradition and Authorities The 
Qualers are the most egregious, tho’, at 
the same Time, the most innocent. En- 
thusiasts that have been yet known , 
and are, perhaps, the only Sect, that 
have never admitted Priests among 
them. The Independents, of all the 
English Sectaries, approach nearest 
to the Quakers in Eanaticism, and in 
their Freedom from Priestly Bondage. 
The F) eshyterians follow “after, at an 
equal Distance in both these Particulars. 


1 [By Priests I understand only the 
Pretenders to Power and Dominion, 
and to a superior Sanctity of Chaiacter, 
distinct from Virtue and good Moials 
These are very different from Clergymen, 


who are set apart (‘ by the Laws) to the 
care of sacred Matters, and the conduct- 
ing our public Devotions with greater 
Decency and Order. There is no Rank of 
Men more to be respected than the latter ] 


[Added m Edition B ] 
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lie appears unworthy, in his own eyes, of approaching the 
divine presence, and naturally has recourse to any other 
j^erson, whose sanctity of life, or, perhaps, impudence and 
cunning, have made him be supposed more favoured by the 
Divinity. To him the superstitious entrust their devotions ; 
To his care they recommend their prayers, petitions, and 
sacrifices: And by his means, they ]iope to render their 
addresses acceptable to their incensed Deity. Hence the 
origin of Priests,^ who may justly be regarded ^ as an in- 
vention of a timorous and abject superstition, which, ever 
difiSdent of itself, dares not offer up its own devotions, but 
ignorantly thinks to recommend itself to the Divinity, by 
the mediation of his supposed friends and servants. As 
superstition is a considerable ingredient in almost all reli- 
gions, even the most fanatical; there being nothing but 
philosophy able entirely to conquer these unaccountable 
terrors; hence it proceeds, that in almost every sect of 
religion there are priests to be found : But the stronger mix- 


in short, this Observation is founded on 
the most certain Experience ; and vnU 
also appear to he founded on Reason, if 
we consider, that as Enthusiasm arises 
from a presumptuous Pride and Confi- 
dence, it thinks Itself sufficiently'* 
qualified to approach the Divinity with- 
out any human Mediator. Its rapturous 
Devotions are so fervent, that it even 
imagines itself aotuaUy to approach him 
hy the Way of Contemplation and in- 
waid Converse , which makes it neglect 
all those outward Ceremonies and Ob- 
servances, to which the Assistance of 
the Priests appears so requisite in the 
Eyes of their superstitious Votaries. 
The Panatick consecrates himself, and 
bestows on Ins own Person a sacred 
Character, much superior to what Eorms 
and ceremonious Institutions can confer 
on any other 

’Tis therefore an infallible Rule, That 
Superstition is favourable to Priestly 
Pow'er, and Enthusiasm as much, or 
rather more, contrary to it than sound 
Reason and Philosophy The Conse- 
quences are evident. When tho first 
Eire of Enthusiasm is spent, Men natu- 
rally, in such fmatical Sects, sink into 
the greatest Remissness and Coolness in 
Sacred Matters ; there being no Body of 
Men amongst them, endow’d with suffi- 
cient Authonty, whose Interest is con- 
cerned, to support the religious Spirit. 


Superstition, on the c(mtrary, steals in 
gradually and iii^ensibly , renders Men 
tame and submissive , is acceptable to 
the Magistrate, and seems inoffijnsive to 
the People Till at last the Priest, 
halting firmly e&bibhsh’d his Authority, 
becomes the Tyi*ant and Disturber of hu- 
man Society, by Ins endless Contentions, 
Persecutions, and religious Wars How 
smoothly dia the Romish Church ad- 
vance in their Acquisition of Power? 
But into what dismal Convulsions did 
they throw all Europe, in order to main- 
tain it ? On tlio other Hand, our Sec- 
taries, who were formerly such danger- 
ous Bigots, are now become our greatest 
Froe-thiukers ; and the Quakers are, 
perhaps, the only regular Body of Bdsts 
in the Universe, except the Literati or 
Disciples of Conj'ucixts m China^ 

* [The following note is appended in 
Editions D to N • By Lnests^ 1 here 
mean only tho pretenders to power and 
dominion, and to a superior sanctity of 
character, distinct from virtue and 
good morals. These are very different 
from clergymen^ who are set apart hy 
the laws^ to the care of sacred matters, 
and to tho conducting our public devo- 
tions with greater decency and order. 
There is no rank of men more to be 
respected than tho latter ] 

* [As one of the grossest inventions. 

DtoN] 
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ture there is of superstition, the higher is the authority of 
the priesthood,^ 

On the other hand, it may be observed, that all enthusiasts 
have been free from the yoke of ecclesiastics, and have ex- 
pressed great independence in their devotiou ; with a contempt 
of forms, ceremonies, and traditions. The quahers are the 
most egregious, though, at the same time, the most innocent 
enthusiasts that have yet been known ; and are, perhaps, the 
only sect, that have never admitted priests amongst them. 
The independents, of all the English sectaries, approach 
nearest to the quakers in fanaticism, and in their freedom 
from priestly bondage. The preshyterians follow after, at an 
equal distance in both particulars. In short this observation 
is founded in experience ; and will also appear to be founded 
in reason, if we consider, that, as enthusiasm arises from a 
presumptuous pride and confidence, it thinks itself sufficiently 
qualified to approach the Divinity, without any human medi- 
ator. Its rapturous devotions are so fervent, that it even 
imagines itself actually to approach him by the way of con- 
templation send mward converse 5 which makes it neglect all 
those outward ceremonies and observances, to which the 
assistance of the priests appears so requisite in the eyes of 
their superstitious votariesr. The fanatic consecrates himself, 
and bestows on his ovm person a sacred character, much 
superior to what forms and ceremonious institutions can 
confer on any other. 

My second reflection with regard to these species of false 
rehgion is, that religions, which partake of entlmsiasm are, on 
their first rise, more furious and violent than those which par- 
take of superstition ; hut in a little time become more gentle and 
moderate. The violence of this species of religion, when ex- 
cited by novelty, and animated by opposition, appears from 
numberless instances; of the anabaptists in Germany, the 
camisars in Eranoe, the levellers and other fanatics in Eng- 


^ [Here I) to P add IModern 
Judaism and popery, (especiaUy the 
Litter'^ being the most unphilosophieal 
and absurd superstitions iirliich have 
yet been knov’ia m the Trorld, are the 
most en&hi\ ed b} thtir priests As the 
church of Exgxand may justly be said 
to retain some mixture of Popish 
superstition, it partakes also, in its 
original constitutnm, of a propensity 
to priestly po'vrer and dominion , parti- 


cuLuly in the respect it exacts to the 
sacerdotal chriracter And though, 
according to the sentiments of that 
Church the prayers of the priest niusc 
be acconipamed with those of the Liity , 
yet IS he the mouth of the congiega- 
tion, his person is sacred, and without 
his presence few would tlnnk their 
public devotions, or the sacraments, 
and other rites, acceptable to the di- 
vinity.] 
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LAND, and the covenanters in Scotland. Enthusiasm being 
founded on strong spirits, and a presumptuous boldness of 
oliaracter, it naturally begets the most extreme resolutions ; 
especially after it rises to that height as to inspire the 
deluded fanatic with the opinion of divine illuminations, and 
with a contempt for the common rules of reason, morality, 
and prudence. 

It is thus enthusiasm produces the most cruel disorders 
in human society ; but its fury is like that of thunder and 
tempest, which exhaust themselves in a little time, and leave 
the ail’ more calm and pure than before. When the first fire 
of enthusiasm is spent, men naturally, in all fanatical sects, 
sink into the greatest remissness and coolness in sacred 
matters ; there being no body of men among them, endowed 
with sufficient authority, whose interest is concerned to 
support the religious spirit: No rites, no ceremonies, no 
holy observances, which may enter into the common train of 
life, and preserve the sacred principles from oblivion. Super- 
stition, on the contrary, steals in gradually and insensibly; 
renders men tame and submissive ; is acceptable to the magis- 
trate, and seems inoffensive to the people : TiU at last the 
priest, having firmly established his authority, becomes the 
tyrant and disturber of human society, by his endless con- 
tentions, persecutions, and religious wars. How smoothly 
did the Eomish church advance in her acquisition of power ? 
But into what dismal convulsions did she throw all Etjeope, 
in order to maintain it ? On the other hand, our sectaries, 
who were formerly such dangerous bigots, are now become 
very free reasoners ; and the qiiaTcers seem to approach nearly 
the only regular body of deists in the universe, the literatiy or 
the disciples of Confucius in China.' 

My third observation on this head is, that sii;perstition is an 
enemy to civil hherty, and enthusiasm a friend to it. As 
superstition groans under the dominion of priests, and en- 
thusiasm is destructive of all ecclesiastical power, this 
sufficiently accounts for the present observation. Not to 
mention, that enthusiasm, being the infirmity of bold and 
ambitious tempers, is naturally accompanied with a spirit of 
liberty ; as superstition, on the contrary, renders men tame 

^ The Chinese Literati have no to approach nearly tlie only regular 
priests or ecclesiastical e&tabhshment bod} ofdeistsm the universe, the 
[This note is not in D and K, -which or tlio di&ciples of Coiifuciub in CJana^l 
read in the text : and the Quakers seem 
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and abject, and fits tbem for slavery. We learn from Eng- 
lish history, that, during the civil wars, the independents and 
deists y though the most opposite in their religious principle^^; 
yet were united in their political ones, and were alike 
passionate for a commonwealth. And since the origin of 
whig and torij^ the leaders of the ivhigs have either been 
deists or protest latitudinarians in their principles ; that is, 
friends to toleration, and indifferent to any particular sect of 
Christians : While the sectaries, who have all a strong 
tincture of enthusiasm, have always, without exception, 
concurred with that party, in defence of civil liberty. The 
resemblance in their superstitions long united the high- 
church toriesy and the Roman catholics^ in supjDOi’t of preroga- 
tive and kingly power ; though experience of the tolerating 
spirit of the tehigs seems of late to have reconciled the 
catholics to that party. 

The molinists and jansenists in Eeanoe have a thousand 
unintelligible disputes, which are not worthy the reflection 
of a man of sense : But what principally distinguishes these 
two sects, and alone merits attention, is the different spirit 
of their religion. The molinists conducted by ih^jesuits^ are 
great friends to superstition, rigid observers of external 
forms and ceremonies, and deTOted to the authority of the 
priests, and to tradition. jansenists are enthusiasts, and 
zealous promoters of the passionate devotion, and of the 
inward life ; little influenced by authority ; and, in a word, 
but half catholics. The consequences are exactly conform- 
able to the foregoing reasoning. TUhe Jesuits are the tyrants 
of the people, and the slaves of the court : And the jansenists 
preserve alive the small sparks of the love of liberty, which 
are to be found in the Eeench nation. 


Essay XI . — Of the Digjiity or Meanness of Human Nakire.^ 

There are certain sects, which secretly form themselves in 
the learned world, as well as factions in the political ; and 
though sometimes they come not to an open rupture, they 
give a different turn to the ways of thinking of those who 
have taken part on either side. The most remarkable of this 
kind are the sects, founded on the different sentiments with 

^ [All the Editions from A to P are headed Of the Dignity of Human Nature.] 
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regard to tlie dignity of Imman nature ; wRich is a point tliat 
seems to have divided philosophers and poets, as well as 
^ivines, from the beginning of the world to this day. Some 
exalt our species to the skies, and represent man as a kind of 
human demigod, who derives his origin from heaven, and re- 
tains evident marks of his lineage and descent. Others insist 
upon the blind sides of human nature, and can discover 
nothing, except vanity, in which man surpasses the other 
animals, whom he affects so much to despise. If an author 
possess the talent of rhetoric and declamation, he commonly 
takes part with the former : If his turn lie towards irony 
and ridicule, he naturally throws himself into the other 
extreme. 

1 am far from thinking, that all those, who have depreciated 
our species, have been enemies to virtue, and have exposed 
the firailties of their fellow creatures with any bad intention. 
On the contrary, I am sensible that a delicate sense of morals, 
especially when attended with a splenetic temper,^ is apt to 
give a man a disgust of the world, and to make him consider 
the common course of human affairs with too much indigna- 
tion. I must, however, be of opinion, thaf the sentiments of 
those, who are inclined to think favourably of mankind, are 
more advantageous to virtue, than the contrary principles, 
which give us a mean opinion of our nature. When a man is 
prepossessed with a high notion of his rank and character in 
the creation, he will naturally endeavour to act up to it, and 
will scorn to do a base or vicious action, which might sink 
him below that figure which he makes in his own imagina- 
tion. Accordingly we find, that all our pohte and fashionable 
moralists insist upon this topic, and endeavour to represent 
vice as unworthy of man, as well as odious in itself.^ 

We find few disputes, that are not founded on some am- 
biguity in the expression; and I am persuaded, that the present 
dispute, concerning the dignity or meanness of human nature, 
is not more exempt from it than any other. It may, therefore, 
be worth while to consider, what is real, and what is only 
verbal, in this controversy. 

* [Editions A to Pread especially vhich may proceed from this reason, 
vhen attended with somewhat of the among others, that their chief point of 
Mihanthrope'\ honour is considered as mneli more- 

2 [Editions A to P add the following * difficult than ours, and requires to be 
Women are generally much more supported by all that decent pride, 
flattered in their youth than men; which can be instilled into them ] 



152 


ESSAY XL 


That there is a natural difference between merit and 
demerit, virtue and vice, wisdom and folly, no reasonable 
man will deny : Yet is it evident, that in affixing the term^ 
which denotes either our approbation or blame, we are com- 
monly more influenced by comparison than by any fixed 
unalterable standard in the nature of things. In like manner, 
quantity, and extension, and bulk, are by every one acknow- 
ledged to be real things : But when we call any animal great 
or little^ we always form a secret comparison between that 
animal and others of the same species ; and it is that compa- 
rison which regulates our judgment concerning its greatness. 
A dog and a horse may be of the very same size, while the 
one is admired for the greatness of its bulk, and the other 
for the smallness. When I am present, therefore, at any 
dispute, I always consider with myself, whether it be a ques- 
tion of comparison or not that is the subject of the contro- 
versy; and if it be, whether the disputants compare the 
same objects together, or talk of things that are widely 
different.^ 

In forming» our notions of human nature, we are ape to 
make a comparison between men and animals, the only 
creatures endowed with thought that fall under our senses. 
Certainly this comparison is. favourable to mankind. On the 
one hand, we see a creature, whose thoughts are not limited 
by any narrow bounds, either of place or time ; who carries 
his researches into the most distant regions of this globe, and 
beyond this globe, to the planets and heavenly bodies ; Iooks 
baclrward to consider the first origin, at least, the history o^ 
human race ; casts his eye forward to see the influence of Lis 
actions upon posterity, and the judgments which will be 
formed of his character a thousand years hence ; a creature, 
who traces causes and effects to a great length and intricacy ; 
extracts general principles from particular appearances ; im- 
proves upon his discoveries ; corrects his mistakes ; and 
makes his very eiTors profitable On the other hand, we are 
presented with a creature the very reverse of this ; limited in 
its observations and reasonings to a few sensible objects 
which surround it; without curiosity, without foresight; 
blindly conducted by instinct, and attaining, in a short time, 

' [Editions A to P add As the manifest abuses of leisure, the most 
latter is commonly the case, I have long valiuihk* present that could be made to 
since learnt to neglect such disputes as mortals ] 
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its utmost perfection, beyond whicL. it is never able to advance 
a single step. What a wide difference is there between 
■|;hese creatures ^ A.nd how exalted a notion must we enter- 
tain of the former, in comparison of the latter ! 

There are two means commonly employed to destroy this 
conclusion: Firsts By making an unfair representation of 
the case, and insisting only upon the weaknesses of human 
nature. And secondly^ By forming a new and secret com- 
parison between man and beings of the most perfect wisdom. 
Among the other excellencies of man, this is one, that he can 
form an idea of perfections much beyond what he has expe- 
rience of in himself ; and is not limited in his conception of 
wisdom and virtue. He can easily exalt his notions and 
conceive a degree of knowledge, which, when compared to 
his own, will make the latter appear very contemptible, and 
will cause the difference between that and the sagacity of 
animals, in a manner, to disappear and vanish. Now this 
being a point, in which all the world is agreed, that human 
understanding falls infinitely short of perfect wisdom ; it is 
proper we should know when this comparison takes place, 
that we may not dispute where there is no"" real difference in 
our sentiments. Man falls much more short of perfect wis- 
dom, and even of his own ideas of perfect wisdom, than 
animals do of man; yet the latter difference is so considerable, 
that nothing but a comparison with the former can make it 
appear of little moment. 

It is also usual to compa/re one man with another; and 
finding very few whom we can call wise or virtuousy we are 
apt to entertain a contemptible notion of our species in 
general. That we may be sensible of the fallacy of this way 
of reasoning, we may observe, that the honourable appella- 
tions of wise and virtuous, are not annexed to any particular 
degree of those qualities of wisdom and virtue \ but arise 
altogether from the comparison we make between one man 
and another. When we find a man, who arrives at such a 
pitch of wisdom as is very uncommon, we pronounce him 
a wise man : So that to say, there are few wise men in the 
world, is really to say nothing ; since it is only by their 
scarcity, that they merit that appellation. Were the lowest 
of our species as wise as Tullt, or lord Bacon, we should 
still have reason to say, that there are few wise men. For in 
that case we should exalt our notions of wisdom, and should 
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not pay a singular honour to any one, who was not singularly 
distinguished by his talents. In like manner, I have heard 
it observed by thoughtless people, that there are few womeq. 
possessed of beauty, in comparison of those who want it ; not 
considering, that we bestow the epithet of heauiiful only on 
such as possess a degree of beauty, that is common to them 
with a few. The same degree of beauty in a woman is 
called deformity, which is treated as real beauty in one of 
our sex. 

As it is usual, in forming a notion of our species, to com- 
pare it with the other species above or below it, or to compare 
the individuals of the species among themselves ; so we often 
compare together the different motives or actuating principles 
of human nature, in order to regulate our judgment concern- 
ing it. And, indeed, this is the only kind of comparison, 
which is worth our attention, or decides any thing in the 
present question. Were om selfish and v^icious principles so 
much predominant above our social and virtuous, as is asserted 
by some philosophers, we ought undoubtedly to entertain a 
contemptible motion of human nature. 

^ There is muclT of a dispute of words in all this controversy. 
When a man denies the sincerity of all public spirit or affec- 
tion to a country and community, I am at a loss what to think 
of him. Perhaps he never felt this in so clear and distinct a 
manner as to remove all his doubts concerning its force and 
realitj^ But when he proceeds afterwards to reject all private 
friendship, if no interest or self-love intermix itself; I am 
then confident that he abuses terms, and confounds the ideas 
of things ; since it is impossible for any one to be so selfish, 
or rather so stnpid, as to make no difference between one 
man and another, and give no preference to qualities, which 
engage his approbation and esteem. Is he also, say I, as 
insensible to anger as he pretends to be to friendship ? And 
does injury and wrong no more affect him than kindness or 
benefits ? Impossible : He does not know himself : He has 
forgotten the movements of his heart ; or rather he makes 


^ [This paragraph does not occur in 
Editions A to D, wliich read instead of 
It ^ I may, perhaps, treat more fully of 
this Subject m some future Essay. In 
the mean Time, I shall observe, what 
has been proVd beyond Question by 
several great Horabsts of the present 
Age, that the social Passions <ire bj far 


the most powerful of any, and that even 
all the other Passions receive from them 
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use of a different language from tlie rest of his countrymen, 
and calls not things by their proper names. What say you 
5>f natural affection ? (I subjoin) Is that also a species of 
self-love ? Yes ; All is self-love. Your children are loved 
only because they are yours : Your friend for a like I’eason : 
And your country engages you only so far as it has a con- 
nexion with yourself I Were the idea of self removed, nothing 
would affect you: You would be altogether unactive and 
insensible : Or, if you ever gave yourself any movement, it 
would only be from vanity, and a desire of fame and reputa- 
tion to this same self. I am willing, reply I, to receive your 
interpretation of human actions, provided you admit the 
facts. That species of self-love, which displays itself in 
kindness to others, you must allow to have great influence 
over human actions, and even greater, on many occasions, 
than that which remains in its original shape and form. For 
how few are there, who, having a family, children, and rela- 
tions, do not spend more on the maintenance and education 
of these than on their own pleasures ? This, indeed, you justly 
observe, may proceed from their self-love, since-the prosperity 
of their family and friends is one, or the chief of their 
pleasures, as well as their chief honour. Be you also one of 
these men, and you are sure of e^very one’s good opinion and 
good will ; or not to shock your ears with these expressions, 
the self-love of every one, and mine among the rest, will then 
incline us to serve you, and speak well of you. 

In my opinion, there are two things which have led astray 
those philosophers, that have insisted so much on the selfish- 
ness of man. In the first place, they found, that every act 
of vhtue or friendship was attended with a secret pleasure ; 
whence they concluded, that friendship and virtue could not 
be disinterested. But the fallacy of this is obvious. The 
virtuous sentiment or passion produces the pleasure, and 
does not arise from it. I feel a pleasure in doing good to 
my friend, because I love him ; but do not love him for the 
sake of that pleasure. 

In the second place, it has always been found, that the 
virtuous are far from being indifferent to praise ; and there- 
fore they have been represented as a set of vain-glorious men, 
who had nothing in view but the applauses of others. But 
this also is a fallacy. It is very unjust in the world, when 
they find any tincture of vanity in a laudable action, to de- 
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predate it upon that account, or ascribe it entirely to that 
motive* The case is not the same with vanity, as with other 
passions. Where avarice or revenge enters into any seein-> 
ingly virtuous action, it is difficult for us to determine how 
far it enters, and it is natural to suppose it the sole actuating 
principle. But vanity is so closely allied to virtue, and to 
love the fame of laudable actions approaches so near the love 
of laudable actions for them own sake, that these passions 
are more capable of mixtui’e, than any other kinds of affec- 
tion ; and it is almost impossible to have the latter without 
some degree of the former. Accordingly, Tve find, that this 
passion for glory is always warped and varied according to 
the particular taste or disposition of the mind on which it 
falls. !Neeo had the same vanity in driving a chariot, that 
Tsajae" had in governing the empii’e with justice and ability. 
To love the glory of virtuous deeds is a sure proof of the love 
of virtue. 


Essay XII . — Of Civil Liberty ^ 

Those who employ their pens on political subjects, free 
from party-rage, ''and party-prejudices, cultivate a science, 
which, of all others, contributes most to public utility, and 
even to the private satisfaction .of those who addict them- 
selves to the study of it. I am apt, however, to entertain a 
suspicion, that the world is still too young to fix many 
general truths in politics, which will remain true to the 
latest posterity. We have not as yet had experience of three 
thousand j^ears ; so that not only the art of reasoning is still 
imperfect in this science, as in all others, but we even want 
sufficient materials upon which we can reason. It is not 
fully known, what degree of refinement, either in virtue or 
vice, human nature is susceptible of ; nor what may be ex- 
pected of mankind from any great revolution in their educa- 
tion, customs, or principles. Machiavel was certainly a 
gi^eat genius 5 but having confined his study to the furious 
and tyrannical governments of ancient times, or to the little 
disorderly principalities of Italy, his reasonings especially 
upon monarchical government, have been found extremely 
defective ; and there scarcely is any maxim in his prince, 
which subsequent experience has not entirely refuted. A 
iveak p'ince^ says he, is incajpable of receiving good coumel ; 

* [Editions A to K hare the title Of Liberty and Despotism.] 
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for if he consult ivith several, he will not he able to choose among 
their different counsels. If he abandon himself to one, that 
minister may, ^erhajps, have capacity ; hut he ivill not long he 
a minister : He will be sure to dispossess his master, and place 
himself and his family upon the throne. I mention this^ among 
many instances of the errors of that politician^ proceeding, 
in a great measure, from his having lived in too early an age 
of the world, to be a good judge of political truth. Almost 
all the princes of BimoPE are at present governed by their 
ministers ; and have been so for near two centuries ; and yet 
no such event has ever happened, or can possibly happen. 
Se JANUS might project dethroning the C-esars ; but Fleury, 
though ever so vicious, could not, while in his senses, enter- 
tain the least hopes of dispossessing the Bourbons. 

Trade was never esteemed an affair of state till the last 
century ; and there scarcely is any ancient writer on politics, 
who has made mention of it.^ Even the Italians have kept 
a profound silence with regard to it, though it has now en- 
gaged the chief attention, as well of ministers of state, as of 
speculative reasoners. The great opulence, grandeur, and 
military atchievements of the two maritime^ powers seem first 
to have instructed mankind in the impoiijance of an extensive 
commerce. 

Having, therefore, intended in this essay to make a full 
comparison of civil liberty and absolute government, and to 
show® the great advantages of the former above the latter; 
I began to entertain a suspicion, that no man in this age 
was sufficiently qualified for such an undertaking ; and that 
whatever any one should advance on that head would, in all 
probability, be refuted by further experience, and be rejected 
by posterity. Such mighty revolutions have happened in 
human affairs, and so many events have arisen confrary to 
the expectation of the ancients, that they are sufficient to 
beget the suspicion of still further changes. 

It has been observed by the ancients, that all the arts and 
sciences arose among free nations ; and, that the Persians 
and Egyptians, notwithstanding their ease, opulence, and 
luxury, made but faint effoi^ts towards a relish in those finer 

^ Xenophon mentions it, but-vritli a republic Le legibu*- lib iv. [This note 
doubt if it be of any advantage to Wtis added in Ed K ] 
a state e2 Be /cal ifjLTropta ucpeKel ri ® [Etlitions A bj i) read the Atl\.in- 
&c. Xen Hiero. 9 9 Plato tiges and Disid'santa^LS of each ] 
totally excludes it from his imaginary 
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pleasures, wHcli were carried to such perfection by the 
Greeks, amidst continual wars, attended with poverty, and 
the greatest simplicity of life and manners. It had also been 
observed, that, when the Greeks lost their liberty, thougli 
they increased mightily in riches, by roeans of the conquests 
of Alexander ; yet the arts, from that moment, declined 
among them, and have never since been able to raise their 
head in that climate. Learning was transplanted to Rome, 
the only free nation at that time in the universe ; and having 
met with so favourable a soil, it made prodigious shoots for 
above a century ; till the decay of liberty produced also the 
decay of letters, and spread a total barbarism over the world. 
From these two experiments, of which each was double in its 
kind, and shewed the fall of learning in absolute govern- 
ments, as well as its rise in popular ones, Longinus thought 
himself sufficiently justified, in asserting, that the arts and 
sciences could never flourish, but in a free government : And 
in this opinion, he has been followed by several eminent 
winters ' in our own jcountry, who either confined their view 
merely to ancient facts, or entertained too great a par- 
tiality in favour^of that form of government, established 
amongst us. 

But what would these writers, have said, to the instances 
of modern Rome and of Florence ? Of which the former 
carried to perfection all the finer ai’ts of sculpture, paiuting, 
and music, as well “as poetry, though it groaned under 
tyranny, and under the tyranny of priests : While the latter 
made its chief progress in the arts and sciences, after it 
began to lose its liberty by the usurj)ation of the family of 
Medici, Ariosto, Tasso, Galileo, more than Raphael, 
and Michael Angelo, were not born in republics.*^ And 
though the Lombard school was famous as well as the 
Roman, yet the Venetians have had the smallest share in 
its honours, and seem rather inferior to the other Italians, 
in their genius for the arts and sciences. Rubens esta- 
blished his school at Antwerp, not at Amsterdam : Dres- 
den, not Hamburgh, is the centre of politeness in Germany. 

But the most eminent instance of the flourishing of learn- 
ing in absolute governments, is that of France, which 
scarcely ever enjoyed any established liberty, and yet has 
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carried the arts and sciences as near perfection as any other 
nation. The English are, perhaps, greater philosophers ; ^ 
the Italians better painters and musicians; the Eomans 
were greater orators : But the French are the only people, 
except the Greeks, who have been at once philosophers, 
poets, orators, historians, painters, architects, sculptors, and 
musicians. With regard to the stage, they have excelled 
even the Greeks,^ who far excelled the English. And, in 
common life, they have, in a great measure, perfected that 
art, the most useful and agreeable of any, VAH de Vivre^ the 
art of society and conversation. 

If we consider the state of the sciences and polite arts in 
our own country, Horace’s observation, with regal’d to the 
Eomans, may, in a great measure, be applied to the British. 

Sed in longttm tamm (Bvum 

Maoiserunty Jiodieque maiient vestigia ruris. 

The elegance and propriety of style have been very much 
neglected among us. We have no dictionary of our language, 
and scarcely a tolerable grammar. The first pplite i>rose we 
have, was writ by a man who is still alive.^ As to Sprat, 
Locke, and even Temple, they knew too little of the rules 
of art to be esteemed elegant writers. The prose of Bacon, 
Harrington, and Milton, is altogether stiff and pedantic ; 
though their sense be excellent. Men, in this country, have 
been so much occupied in the great disputes of Religion^ 
Politics^ and Philoso^phy^ that they had no relish for the 
seemingly minute observations of gi’ammar and criticism. 
And though this turn of thinking must have considerably 
improved our sense and our talent of reasoning ; it must be 
confessed, that, even in those sciences above-mentioned, we 
have not any standard book which we can transmit to pos- 
terity : And the utmost we have to boast of, are a few essays 
towards a more just philosophy; which, indeed, promise 
well, but have not, as yet, reached any degi'ee of per- 
fection. 

It has become an established opinion, that commerce can 
never flourish but in a free government ; and this opinion 
seems to be founded on a longer and larger experience than 
the foregoing, with regard to the arts and sciences. If we 

* [NB. This was published in 1742. ® [Who — Englibh; added in Edition K ] 
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trace commerce in its progress through. Ttee, Athens, 
Syeaoctse, Carthage, Venice, Florence, Genoa, Antwerp, 
Holland, England, &c. we shall always find it to have 
fixed its seat in free g'overnments. The three greatest 
towns in Europe, are London, Amsterdam, and Hamburgh ; 
all free cities, and protestant cities ; that is, enjoying a 
double liberty. It must, however, be observed, that the 
great jealousy entertained of late, with regard to the com- 
merce of France, seems to prove, that this maxim is no 
more certain and infallible than the foregoing, and that the 
subjects of an absolute prince may become our rivals in 
commerce, as well as in learning. 

Dui'st I deliver my opinion in an affair of so much un- 
certainty, I would assert, that, notwithstanding the efforts 
of the French, there is something hurtful to commerce 
inherent in the very nature of absolute government, and in- 
separable from it : Though the reason I should assign for 
this opinion, is somewhat different from that which is com- 
monly insisted on. Private property seems to me almost as 
secure in a civilized European monarchy, as in a republic ; 
nor is danger much apprehended in such a government, 
from the violence of the sovereign ; more than we commonly 
dread harm from thunder, ,or earthquakes, or any accident 
the most unusual and extraordinar3\ Avarice, the spur of 
industry, is so obstinate a passion, and works its way through 
so many real dangers and difficulties, that it is not likely to 
be seared by an imaginary danger, which is so small, that it 
scarcely admits of calculation. Commerce, therefore, in my 
opinion, is apt to decay in absolute governments, not because 
it is there less secure, but because it is less liono^iralle, A 
subordination of ranks is absolutely necessary to the support 
of monarchy. Birth, titles, and ifiace, must be honoured 
above industry and riches. And while these notions prevail, 
all the considerable traders will be tempted to throw up 
their commerce, in order to purchase some of those employ- 
ments, to which privileges and honours are annexed. 

Since I am upon this head, of the alterations which time 
has produced, or may produce in politics, I must observe, 
that all kinds of government, free and absolute, seem to 
have undergone, m modern times, a great change for the 
better, with regard both to foreign and domestic manage- 
ment, The balance of power is a secret in politics, fully 
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known only to tke present age ; and I must add, that the 
internal Police of states has also received great improve- 
ments within the last century. We are informed by Sal- 
lust, that Catiline’s army was much augmented by the 
accession of the highwaymen about Rome ; though I believe, 
that all of that profession, who are at present dispersed over 
Eueope, would not amount to a regiment. In Oiobeo’s 
pleadings for Milo, I find this argument, among others, 
made use of to prove, that his client had not assassinated 
Clodius. Had Milo, said he, intended to have killed 
Clodius, he had not attacked him in the day-time, and at 
such a distance from the city : He had way-laid him at night, 
near the suburbs, where it might have been pretended, that 
he was killed by robbers ; and the frequency of the acci- 
dent would have favoured the deceit. This is a surprizing 
proof of the loose police of Rome, and of the number and 
force of these robbers; since Clodius’ was at that tiTYift 
attended by thirty slaves, who were completely armed, and 
sufficiently accustomed to blood and danger in the frequent 
tumults excited by that seditious tribune.* ^ 

But though all kinds of government be improved in modem 
times, yet monarchical government seems to have made the 
greatest advances towards . perfection. It may now be 
affirmed of civilized monarchies, what was formerly said in 
praise of republics alone, iih<x,t they ate a goveniment of La/wSf 
not of Men. They are found susceptible of order, method, 
and constancy, to a surprizing degree. Property is there 
secure; industry encouraged; the arts flourish; and the 
prince lives secure among his subjects, like a father among 
his children. ® There are perhaps, and have been for two 
centuries, nearly two hundred absolute princes, great and 
small, in Eueope ; and allowing twenty years to each reign, 
we may suppose, that there have been in the whole two 
thousand monarchs or tyrants, as the Geeees would have 
called them : Tet of these there has not been one, not even 
Philip II. of Spain, so bad as Tibbeius, Caligula, Heeo, 
or Domitian, who were four in twelve amongst the Roman 
emperors. It must, however, be confessed, that, though 
monarchical governments have approached nearer to popular 

* Vide Asc, Fed. in Orat pro Milone> ow Lives, for the Life of their Master ] 
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ones, in gentleness and stability ; they are still inferior. Our 
modem education and customs instil more humanity and 
moderation than the ancient; but have not as yet been 
able to overcome entnely the disadvantages of that form of 
government. 

But here I must beg leave to advance a conjecture, which 
seems probable, but which posterity alone can fully judge 
of. I am apt to think, that, in monarchical governments 
there is a source of improvement, and in popular govern- 
ments a source of degeneracy, which in time will bring these 
species of civil polity still nearer an equahty. The gi'eatest 
abuses, which arise in Eran-oe, the most perfect model of 
pure monarchy, proceed not from the number or weight of 
the taxes, beyond what are to be met with in free countries ; 
but from the expensive, unequal, arbitrary, and intricate 
method of levying them, by which the industry of the poor, 
especially of the peasants and farmers, is, in a great measure, 
discouraged, and agriculture rendered a beggarly and slavish 
employment. But to whose advantage do these abuses tend? 
If to that ofj^e nobility, they might be esteemed inherent 
in that form of "government ; since the nobility are the true 
supports of monarchy ; and it is natural them interest 
should be more consulted, .in such a constitution, than that 
of the people. But the nobility are, in reahty, the chief 
losers by this oppression ; since it ruins their estates, and 
beggars their tenants. The only gainers by it are the 
FinanQierSy^ a race of men rather odious to the nobility and 
the whole kingdom. If a prince or minister, therefore, 
should arise, endowed with sufficient discernment to know 
his own and the public interest, and with sufficient force of 
mind to break through the ancient customs, we might ex- 
pect to see these abuses remedied ; in which case, the dif- 
ference between that absolute government and our free one, 
would not appear so considerable as at present. 

The source of degeneracy, which may be remarked in free 
governments, consists in the practice of contracting debt, 
and mortgaging the public revenues, by which taxes may, 
in time, become altogether intolerable, and all the property 
of the state be brought into the hands of the public. This 


‘ [The cedilla is not found in B, or in some Editions of the Political Bibcourses, 
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practice is of modem date. The Athenians,* though 
governed by a republic, paid near two hundred _per Cmt. for 
those sums of money, which any emergence made it neces- 
s’ary for them to borrow; as we learn from Xenophon.® 
Among the moderns, the Dutch first introduced the practice 
of borrowing great sums at low interest, and have well nigh 
ruined themselves by it. Absolute princes have also con- 
tracted debt ; but as an absolute prince may make a bank- 
ruptcy when he pleases, his people can never be oppressed by 
his debts. In popular governments, the people, and chiefly 
those who have the highest offices, being commonly the 
public creditors, it is difficult for the state to wakA nse of 
this remedy, which, however it may sometimes be necessary, 
is always cruel and barbarous. This, therefore, seems to be 
an inconvenience, which nearly threatens all free govern- 
ments ; especially our own, at the present juncture of 
affairs. And what a sti’ong motive is this, to encrease our 
fi-ugality of public money ; lest for want of it, we be re- 
duced, by the multiplicity of taxes, or what is worse, by om- 
public impotence and inability for defence, tojjurse our very 
liberty, and wish ourselves in the same sfSte of servitude 
with all the nations that surround us ? 


Essay XIII. — 0/ Eloquence, 

Those, who consider the periods and revolutions of human 
kind, as represented in history, are entertained with a spec- 
tacle full of pleasure and variety, and see, with surprize, the 
manners, customs, and opinions of the same species suscep- 
tible of such prodigious changes in different periods of time. 
It may, however, be observed, that, in civil history, there is 
found a much greater uniformity than in the history of learn- 


* [The Athenians, though a Eepubhc, 
paid Twenty per Cent for Money, as wo 
learn from Xenophon — Edition A : and 
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ing and science, and that the wars, negociations, and politics 
of one age resemble more those of another, than the taste, 
wit, and speculative principles. Interest and ambition, 
honour and shame, friendship and enmity, gratitude and 
revenge, are the prime movers in aU public transactions; 
and these passions are of a very stubborn and intractable 
nature, in comparison of the sentiments and understanding, 
which are easily varied by education and example. The 
Goths were much more inferior to the Eomahs, in taste and 
science, than in courage and virtue. 

But not to compare together nations so widely different ; * 
it may be observed, that even this later period of human 
learning is, in many respects, of an opposite character to the 
ancient ; and that, if we be superior in philosophy, we are 
still, notwithstanding all our refinements, much inferior in 
eloquence. 

In ancient times, no work of genius was thought to re- 
quire so great parts and capacity, as the speaking in public ; 
and some eminent wiiters have pronounced the talents, even 
of a great po^^r philosopher, to be of an inferior nature to 
those which are requisite for such an undertaking. Geeeoe 
and Eome produced, each of them, but one accomplished 
orator ; and whatever praises the other celebrated speakers 
might merit, they were still esteemed much inferior to these 
great models of eloquence. It is observable, that the ancient 
critics could scarcely find two orators in any age, who de- 
served to be placed precisely in the same rank, and possessed 
the same degree of merit. Calvijs, C^lius, Curio, Hoh- 
TE]srsius, Cjssar rose one above another : But the greatest 
of that age was inferior to Cicero, the most eloquent speaker, 
that had ever appeared in Eome. Those of fine taste, how- 
ever, pronounce this judgment of the Eomam orator, as well 
as of the Greoiah, that both of them surpassed in eloquence 
all that had ever appeared, but that they were far fi-om 
reaching the perfection of their art, which was infinite, and 
not only exceeded human force to attain, but human imagi- 
nation to conceive. Cicero declares himself dissatisfied with 
his own performances ; nay, even with those of Demo- 


* [Editions C to P add that they may almost be esteemed of a different 
specicb ] 
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STHENES. Ita sunt avidcG & capaces mece aureSy says lie, & 
semper aliqidd immensum, infinihirngiie desiderant} 

, Of all the polite and learned nations, Eng-laistd alone pos- 
sesses a popular government, or admits into the legislature 
such nnmerons assemblies as can be snpposed to lie under 
the dominion of eloquence. But what has E]sraLANn to boast 
of in this particular ? In enumerating the great men, who 
have done honour to our country, we exult in our poets and 
philosophers ; but what orators are ever mentioned ? Or 
where are the monuments of their genius to be met with ? 
There are found, indeed, in our histories, the names of several, 
who directed the resolutions of our parliament : But neither 
themselves nor others have taken the pains to preserve their 
speeches ; and the authority, which they possessed, seems to 
have been owing to their experience, wisdom, or power, more 
than to then talents for oratory. At present, there are above 
half a dozen speakers in the two houses, who, in the judg- 
ment of the public, have reached very near the same pitch 
of eloquence ; and no man pretends to give any one the pre- 
ference above the rest. This seems to me^rcertain proof, 
that none of them have attained much beyond a mediocrity 
in their art, and that the species of eloquence, which they 
aspire to, gives no exercise to the sublimer faculties of the 
mind, but may be reached by ordinary talents and a slight 
application. A hundred cabinet-makers jin London can work 
a table or a chair equally well ; but no one poet can write 
verses with such spirit and elegance as Mr, Pope. 

We are told, that, when Demosthenes was to plead, all 
ingenious men flocked to Athens from the most remote 
parts of Greece, as to the most celebrated spectacle of the 
world.® At London you may see men sauntering in the 
court of requests, while the most important debate is carry- 
ing on in the two houses ; and many do not think themselves 
sufiSciently compensated, for the losing of their dinners, by 
all the eloquence of our most celebrated speakers. When old 

* [Editions C to P add Tins single ita necesse fiiisso, cum DEarosTHnxES 
circumstance is sufficient to make us dicturus eeset, iit concursus, aiidiendi 
apprehend the 'wido difference between c<iusa, es toti Geecia fiereiit At cum 
<uicient «ind modern eloquence, and to isti Attici dieunt, non modo coiona 
let us see how much the latter is in- (quod est ipsum miserabile) sed eti.im 
forior to the former.] ab adrocatib relinqimutur 

2 Ne illud quidem intelligunt, non Ciceeo de Clans Orcitoiibu'=<, c 84. 

modo ita memorise proditura esse, sod 
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Cibber is to act, tlie curiosity of sevei’al is more excited, than 
when our prime minister is to defend himself from a motion 
for his removal or impeachment. 

Even a person, unacquainted with the noble remains of 
ancient orators, may judge, from a few strokes, that the stile 
or species of their eloquence was infinitely more sublime than 
that which modern orators aspire to. How absurd would it 
appear, in our temperate and calm speakers, to make use of 
an A_postroplie, like that noble one of Demosthexes, so much 
celebrated by Quintilian and Longinus, when justifying 
the unsuccessful battle of Ch^ronea, he breaks out, A^o, my 
Felloiv-Citizens^ Fo : Yoit have not erred. I swear hy the 
manes of those heroes^ who fought for the same cause in the 
plains of Marathon and Plat^a. Who could now endure 
such a bold and poetical figure, as that which Cicero em- 
idoys, after describing in the most tragical terms the cruci- 
fixion of a Eoman citizen. Should I paint the horrors of this 
scene y not to Eoman citizensy not to the allies of our state, not 
to those who have ever heard of the Eoman Name, not even to 
men, hut to Im^e-creatures ; or, to go farther, should I lift up 
my voice in the most desolate solitude, to the rochs and moun- 
tains, yet should I surely see those rude and inanimate parts of 
nature moved with horror and indignation at the recital of so 
enormous an action.^ With what a blaze of eloquence must 
such a sentence be^ suiTOunded to give it grace, or cause it 
to make any impression on the hearers ? And what noble 
art and sublime talents are requisite to arrive, by just de- 
grees, at a sentiment so bold and excessive : To inflame the 
audience, so as to make them accompany the speaker in such 
violent passions, and such elevated conceptions : And to con- 
ceal, under a torrent of eloquence, the artifice, by which all 
this is effectuated ! ^ Should this sentiment even appear to 

us excessive, as perhaps it justly may, it will at least serve 
to give an idea of the stile of ancient eloquence, where such 
swelling expressions were not rejected as wholly monstrous 
and gigantic. 

Suitable to this vehemence of thought and expression, 

* The original is, Quod &i h?ec non tudine, ad saxa & ad scopulos lisec 
ad cives Eomanob, non ad alifiuos ami- conqueii & dt‘ploraie Tcllem, tamen 
cos no&trse ciintatis, non ad eos qni omnia muta atque mamma, tanta & 
populi Bomam nomen audissent , dem- tim indigna remm atrocitate commove- 
que, non ad liommts, yeruin ad rentiir Cic inVer Actii Lib t c 67 
be&tias , aut etiam, ut longius pro- = [Thi's sentence was added in Edi- 
grcdiar, si in aliqiia deserti-^sima soli- tion P ] 
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was tlie veliemence of action^ observed in the ancient orators. 
The siip2^losio pedis^ or stamping with the foot, was one of 
the most usual and* moderate gestures which thej made use 
of though that is now esteemed too violent, either for the 
senate, bar, or pulpit, and is only admitted into the theatre, 
to accompany the most violent passions, which are there 
represented. 

One is somewhat at a loss to what cause we may ascribe 
so sensible a decline of eloquence in later ages. The genius 
of mankind, at all times, is, perhaps, equal : The moderns 
have applied themselves, with great industi-y and success, to 
all the other arts and sciences : And a learned nation pos- 
sesses a popular government ; a circumstance which seems 
requisite for the full display of these noble talents : But not- 
withstanding all these advantages, our progress in eloquence 
is very inconsiderable, in comparison of the advances, which 
we have made in all other parts of learning. 

Shall we assert, that the strains of ancient eloquence are 
unsuitable to our age, and ought not to be imitated by modern 
orators ? Whatever reasons maybe made usejgf to prove this, 
I am persuaded that they will be found, upon examination, 
to be unsound and unsatisfactory. 

First, It may be said, that, in ancient times, during the 
flourishing period of Greek and Eomak learning, the muni- 
cipal laws, in every state, were but few and simple, and the 
decision of causes, was, in a great measdre, left to the equity 
and common sense of the judges. The study of the laws was 
not then a laborious occupation, requiring the drudgery of a 
whole life to finish it, and incompatible with every other 
study or profession. The great statesmen and generals 
among the Eomaks were all lawyers ; and Cicero, to shew 
the facility of acquiring this science, declares, that, in the 
midst of all his occupations, he would undertake, in a few 
days, to make himself a compleat civilian. Now, where a 
pleader addresses himself to the equity of his judges, he has 
much more room to display his eloquence, than where he 
must draw his arguments from strict laws, statutes, and pre- 
cedents. In the former case, many circumstances must be 

* Ubi dolor? Ubi ardor aDimi, qiu nulla supplosio Itaque tantum 

etiam ex inf<mtiuiii ingenus elicere abfuit ut inflammares nostros animos 
voces & querelas solet’ nulla pertur- somnuni isto loco xix tenebamus. — 
batio animi, nuUa corporis frous non Cicero de Clans Oratoribus, c. 80 . 
percussa, non femur , pedis {qifod mtm~ 
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taken in ; many personal considerations regarded ; and even 
favour and inclination, whicli it belongs to the orator, by his 
art and eloquence, to conciliate, may be disguised under thq 
appearance of equity. But how shall a modem lawyer have 
leisure to quit his toilsome occupations, in order to gather 
the flowers of Parnassus ? Or what opportunity shall he 
have of displaying them, amidst the rigid and subtile argu- 
ments, objections, and replies, which he is obliged to make 
use of? The greatest genius, the greatest orator, who 
should pretend to plead before the Chancellor^ after a month’s 
study of the laws, would only labour to make himself ridi- 
culous. 

I am ready to own, that this circumstance, of the multi- 
plicity and intricacy of laws, is a discouragement to elo- 
quence in modem times : But I assert, that it will not 
entirely account for the decline of that noble art. It may 
banish oratory from Westminstbr-hall, but not from either 
house of parliament. Among the Athenians, the Areo- 
PAGITES expressly forbad all allurements of eloquence; 
and some have,^etended that in the Greek orations, vmtten 
in the judiciary form, tliere is not so bold and rhetorical a 
stile, as appears in the Eoman. But to what a pitch did the 
Athenians carry their eloquence in the deliberative kind, 
when affairs of state were canvassed, and the liberty, hap- 
piness, and honour of the republic were the subject of 
debate ? Disputes of this nature elevate the genius above 
all others, and give the flillest scope to eloquence ; and such 
disputes are very frequent in this nation. 

Secondly^ It may be pretended that the decline of elo- 
quence is owing to the superior good sense of the modems, 
who reject with disdain all those rhetorical tricks, employed 
to seduce the judges, and will admit of nothing but solid 
argument in any debate of deliberation. If a man be ac- 
cused of murder, the fact must be proved by witnesses and 
evidence ; and the laws will afterwards determine the pun- 
ishment of the criminal. It would be ridiculous to describe, 
in strong colours, the horror and cruelty of the action ; To 
introduce the relations of the dead ; and, at a signal, make 
them throw themselves at the feet of the judges, imploring 
justice with tears and lamentations : And still more ridi- 
culous would it be, to employ a picture representing the 
bloody deed, in order to move the judges by the display of 
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SO tragical a spectacle : TLougli we know, tliat this artifice 
was sometimes practised by the pleaders of old.^ Now, banish 
the pathetic from public discourses, and you reduce the 
speakers merely to modern eloquence; that is, to good sense, 
delivered in proper expression. 

Perhaps it may be acknowledged, that our modern customs, 
or our superior good sense, if you will, should make our 
orators more cautious and reserved than the ancient, in 
attempting to inflame the passions, or elevate the imagina- 
tion of their audience : But, I see no reason, why it should 
make them despair absolutely of succeeding in that attempt. 
It should make them redouble their art, not abandon 
it entirely. The ancient orators seem also to have been on 
their guard against this jealousy of their audience ; but 
they took a different way of eluding it.^ They hurried 
away with such a torrent of sublime and pathetic, that they 
left their hearers no leisure to perceive the artifice, by 
which they were deceived. Nay, to consider the matter 
aright, they were not deceived by any artifice. The orator, 
by force of his O’wn genius and eloquencg,^first inflamed 
himself with anger, indignation, pity, sorrow; and then 
communicated those impetuous movements to his audience. 

Does any man pretend to have more good sense than 
Julius Caesar? yet that haughty conqueror, we know, was 
so subdued by the charms of Cicero’s eloquence, that he 
was, in a manner, constrained to change* his settled purpose 
and resolution, and to absolve a criminal, whom, before that 
orator pleaded, he was determined to condemn. 

^ Some objections, I own, notwithstanding his vast success, 
may lie against some passages of the Eoman orator. He is 
too florid and rhetorical : His figures are too striking and 
palpable ; The divisions of his discourse are drawn chiefly 
from the rules of the schools : And his wit disdains not 
the artifice even of a pun, rhyme, or jingle of words. The 
Grecian addressed himself to an audience much less refined 
than the Roman senate or judges. The lowest vulgar of 
Athens were his sovereigns, and the arbiters of his elo- 
quence.^ Tet is his manner more chaste and austere than 

' Quintil lib vi. cap 1. Athentian people, not the people of tho 

2 LoNGiNtrs, cap 15. orators Gobgias Leonttntjs was very 

® [The paragraph was added in Edi- taking with them, till they became ac- 
tion K ] qiiainted ith a better manner. His 

* The orators formed the taste of the figures of speech, savs Hiodobits Sicu- 
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tliat of tlie other. Could it be copied, its success would be 
infallible OYer a modern assembly. It is rapid harmony, 
exactly adjusted to the sense; It is vehement reasoning, 
without any appearance of art : It is disdain, anger, boldness, 
freedom, involved in a continued stream of argument : Amd of 
all human productions, the orations of Demosthenes present 
to us the models, which approach the nearest to perfection. 

Thirdly, It may be pretended, that the disorders of the 
ancient governments, and the enormous crimes, of which the 
citizens were often guilty, afforded much ampler matter for 
eloquence than can be met with among the moderns. Were 
there no Veeees or Catiline, there would be no Cicero. But 
that this reason can have no great influence, is evident. It 
would be easy to find a Philip in modern times ; but 
where shall we find a Demosthenes ? 

What remains, then, but that we lay the blame on the 
want of genius, or of judgment in our speakers, who either 
found themselves incapable of reaching the heights of 
ancient eloquence, or rejected all such endeavours, as un- 
suitable to the spirit of modern assemblies? A few suc- 
cessful attempts of this nature might rouse the genius of the 
nation, excite the emulation of the youth, and accustom our 
ears to a more sublime and more pathetic elocution, than 
what we have been hitherto entei^tained with. There is 
certainly something accidental in the first rise and the 
progress of the arts^n any nation. I doubt whether a very 
satisfactory reason can be given, why ancient Eome, though 
it received all its refinements from Greece, could attain 
only to a relish for statuary, painting and architecture, with- 
out reaching the practice of these arts : While modem Eome 
has been excited, by a few remains found among the ruins 
of antiquity, and has produced artists of the gi’eatest eminence 
and distinction. Had such a cultivated genius for oratory, 
as Waller’s ^ for poetry, arisen, during the civil wars, when 
liberty began to be fully established, and popular assemblies 
to enter into all the most material points of government ; I 


Lus, Lis antithesis, his ladKwXov^ his 
tyioiorikevTov, Tphich are now despised, 
had a great effect upon the audience. 
Lib sii page 106. ex edit tone Ehod 
It is in vdin therefore for modern 
orators to plead the Liste of their 
heareis as an apology for their lame 


performances It would ho strange pre- 
judice in favour of antiquity, not to 
allow a Bbitish parliament to he na- 
turally superior in judgment and deli- 
cacy to an Atheniaj^ mob 

^ [As my Lord Bolinghroke — C. and 

D] 
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am persuaded so illustrious an example would liave given 
a quite different turn to British eloquence, and made us 
reach the perfection of the ancient model. Our orators 
would then have done honour to their country, as well as 
our poets, geolneters, and philosophers, and British 
Ciceros have appeared, as well as British ^ Arohimedeses 
and Virgils.2 


* [Platos and Virgils — C B. Plu- 
tirchs and Virgils. — K to P ] 

- [C to P proceed I have confesfc 
that there is something accidental in 
the origin and progress of the arts in 
any nation, and yet I cannot forbear 
thinking, that if the other learned and 
polite nations of Eukope had possest 
the same advantages of a popular go- 
vernment, they TTonld probably have 
carried eloquence to a greater height 
than it has yet reached in Britain 
The Pribnch "sermons, especially those 
of Flechier and Bossuet, are much 
superior to the English in this parti- 
cular , and ^ in both these authors are 
found many strokes of the most subhme 
poetry. None but private causes, in 
th»it country, are ever debated before 
their parliaments or courts of judic<i- 
ture, but not'withsUnding this disad- 
vantage, there appears a spirit of elo- 
quence in many of their lawyers, which, 
vith proper cultivation and encourage- 
ment, might rise to the greatest height 
The pleadings of Patrtj are very ele- 
gant, and give us room to imagine what 
so fine a genius could have performed 
in questions concerning public liberty 
or slavery, peace or war, who exerts 
himself vith such success m debates 
concerning the price of an old horse, or 
a gossiping story of a quarrel between 
an abbess and her nuns For 'tis re- 
markable, that tins polite writer, tho’ 
esteemed by all the men of wit in his 
time, was never employed in the most 
considerable causes of their courts of 
judicature, but lived and died m poverty 
From an ancient prejudice mdustnously 
propagitod by the dunces in all coun- 
tries, "rhat a man of genius is unfit for 
business. The disorders produced hy 
tliG factions against cardinal Mazarine, 
made the parliament of Paris enter into 


the discussion of public affairs, and 
during that short inten^al, there ap- 
peared many symptoms of the revival of 
ancient eloquence. The avocat general 
Talon, in an oration, invoked on his 
knees, the spirit of St. Loxris to look 
down with compassion on his divided 
and unhappy people, and to inspire 
them, from above, with the love of con- 
cord and unanimity - The members of 
the French academy have attempted 
to give us models of eloquence in their 
harangues at their admittance But, 
having no subject to discourse upon, 
they have run idtogether into a fulsome 
strain of panegyiie and flattery, the 
most barren of all snbj'ects. Their 
stile, however, lOwCommonly, on these 
occasions, very elevated and sublime, 
and might reach the greatest heights, 
were it employed on a subject more 
favourable and engaging 
There are some circumstances, I con- 
fess, in the English temper and genius, 
which are disadvantageous to the pro- 
gress of eloquence, and render all 
attempts of that kind more dangerous 
and difficult among them than among 
any other nation. The English are 
conspicuous for good-sense^ which makes 
them very j'ealous of any attempts to 
deceive them by the flowers of rhetoric 
and elocution. They are also peculiarly 
Ttijodcst, which makes them consider it 
as a piece of arrog.ince to offer any 
thing but re<i&on to public assemblies, 
or attempt to guide them by passion or 
fancy. I maj", perhaps, be allowed to 
add, that the people in general are not 
remarkable for delicacy of taste, or for 
sensibility to the charms of the muses. 
Their musical parts, to use the expres- 
sion of a noble author, are but in- 
different Hence their comic poets to 
move them, must have recourse to ob- 


* [C and I) * and in Flechier there are Marechal de Turenne is a good iii- 
found many strokes of the most sublime stance ] 
poetry His funeral sermon on the - [Be Betz’s Memoirs ] 
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It is seldom or never found, wlien a false taste in poetry 
or eloquence prevails among any people, that it has been 
preferred to a true, upon comparison and reflection. It 
commonly prevails merely from ignorance of the true^ and 
from the want of perfect models, to lead men into a juster 
apprehension, and more refined relish of those productions 
of genius. When these appear, they soon unite all suffrages 
in their favour, and, by their natural and powerful charms, 
gain over, even the most prejudiced, to the love and admira- 
tion of them. The principles of every passion, and of every 
sentiment, is in every man ; and when touched properly, 
they rise to life, and warm the heart, and convey that satis- 
faction, by which a work of genius is distinguished from the 
adulterate beauties of a capricious wit and fancy. And if 
this observation be true, with regard to all the liberal arts, 
it must he peculiarly so, with regard to eloquence ; which, 
being merely calculated for the public, and for men of the 
world, cannot, with any pretence of reason, appeal from the 
people to more refined judges; but must submit to the 
public verdict, T^thout reserve or limitation. Whoever, 
upon comparison, is deemed by a common audience the 
greatest orator, ought most certainly to be pronounced such, 
by men of science and erudition. * And though an indifferent 
speaker may triumph for a long time, and be esteemed al- 
together perfect by the vulgar, who are satisfied with his 
accomplishments, and know not in what he is defective : Yet, 
whenever the true genius arises, he draws to him the atten- 
tion of eveiy one, and immediately appears superior to his 
rival. 

Now to judge by this rule, ancient eloquence, that is, the 
sublime and passionate, is of a much juster taste than the 
modern, or the argumentative and rational; and, if pro- 


&cenity , their tragic poets to blood and 
slaughter And hence their orators, 
being deprived of any such resource, 
have abandoned altogether the hopes 
of moving them, and have confined 
themselves to plain argument and rea- 
soning. 

These circumstances, joined to parti- 
cular accidents, may, perhaps, have re- 
tarded the growth of eloquence in this 
kingdom ; hut will not be able to pre- 
vent its sncce'>s if ever it appear 
amongst ns And one may safely pro- 


nounce, that this is a field, in which 
the most flourishing laurels may yet be 
gathered, if any youth of accomplished 
genius, thoroughly acquainted -with all 
the polite arts, and not ignorant of 
public business, should appear in par- 
liament, and accustom our ears to an 
eloquence more commanding and pa- 
thetic And to confirm me in this 
opinion, there occur two considerations, 
the one derived from ancient, the other 
from modern times ] 
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perly executed, will always have more command and au- 
thority over mankind. We are satisfied with our mediocrity, 
because we have had no experience of anything better : But 
the ancients had experience of both, and, upon comparison, 
gave the preference to that kind, of which they have left us 
such applauded models. For, if I mistake not, our modern 
eloquence is of the same stile or species with that which 
ancient critics denominated Attic eloquence, that is, calm, 
elegant, and subtile, which instructed the reason more than 
affected the passions, and never raised its tone above argu- 
ment or common discourse. Such was the eloquence of 
Lysias among the Athenians, and of Calvus among the 
Eomans. These were esteemed in their time ; but when 
compared with Demosthenes and Cicero, were eclipsed like 
a taper when set in the rays of a meridian sun. Those 
latter orators possessed the same elegance, and subtilty, and 
force of argument, with the former ; but what rendered them 
chiefly admirable, was that pathetic and sublime, which, on 
proper occasions, they threw into their discourse, and by 
which they commanded the resolution of their audience. 

Of this species of eloquence we have scarcely any instance 
in England, at least in our public speakers. In our writers, 
we have had some instances) which have met with great ap- 
plause, and might assure our ambitious youth of equal or 
superior glory in attempts for the revival of ancient elo- 
quence. Lord Bolingbroke’s productions, ^with all their 
defects in argument, method and precision, contain a force 
and energy which our orators scarcely ever aim at ; though 
it is evident, that such an elevated stile has much better 
grace in a speaker than in a writer, and is assured of more 
prompt and more astonishing success. It is there seconded 
by the graces of voice and action: The movements are mutually 
communicated between the orator and the audience : And 
the very aspect of a large assembly, attentive to the dis- 
course of one man, must inspire him with a peculiar eleva- 
tion, sufficient to give a propriety to the strongest figures 
and expressions. It is true, there is a great prejudice 
against set speeches i and a man cannot escape ridicule, who 
repeats a discourse as a school-boy does his lesson, and 
takes no notice of any thing that has been advanced in the 
course of the debate. But where is the necessity of falling 

’ [‘ with —precifaion ’ this clau&o was added in Edition K.] 
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into this absurdity ? A public speaker must know before- 
hand the question under debate. He may compose all the 
arguments, objections, and answers, such as he thinks will 
be most j>roper for his discourse.^ If any thing new occur, 
he may supply it fi’orn his invention ; nor frill the difference 
be very apparent between his elaborate and his extemporary 
compositions. The mind naturally continues with the same 
impetus or force^ which it has acquired by its motion ; as a 
vessel, once impelled by the oars, carries on its course for 
some time, when the original impulse is suspended. 

I shall conclude this subject with observing, that, even 
though our modern orators should not elevate their stile or 
aspire to a rivalship with the ancient ; yet is there, in most 
of their speeches, a material defect, which they might cor- 
rect, without departing from that composed air of argument 
and reasoning, to which they limit their ambition. Their 
great affectation of extemj)orary discourses has made them 
reject all order and method, which seems so requisite to 
argument, and without which it is scarcely possible to pro- 
duce an entire conviction on the mind. It is not, that one 
would recommend many divisions in a public discourse, 
unless the subject very evidently offer them : But it is easy, 
without this formality, to observe a method, and make that 
method conspicuous to the hearers, who will be infinitely 
pleased to see the arguments rise naturally from one an- 
other, and will retain a more thorough persuasion, than can 
arise from the strongest reasons, which are thrown together 
in confusion. 


Essay XIY . — Of the Rise and Progress of the Arts and 
Sciences. 

Nothing- requires greater nicety, in our enquiries concern- 
ing human affairs, than to distinguish exactly what is owing 
to clianccy and what proceeds from causes ; nor is there any 
subject, in which an author is more liable to deceive himself 
by false subtilties and refinements. To say, that any event 
is derived fi'om chance, cuts short all farther enquiry con- 
cerning it, and leaves the writer in the same state of ignorance 

^ The first of the Athexiaxs, viho ypairrhu \6yov iu StKacTTrjpicp eT-rrej ray 
composed .ind -WTCote his speeches -si as vph avrov (rx^SiaCdyreay. — Suidas in 
Pekicles <1 iiiiin of ljusine''b aiul a man TlepncX^s 
of seiibi if tr there as one, Up&TOs 
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with, the rest of mankind. But when the event is supposed 
to proceed from certain and stable causes, he may then dis- 
;play his ingenuity, in assigning these causes ; and as a man 
of any subtilty can never be at a loss in this particular, he 
has thereby an opportunity of swelling his volumes, and dis- 
covering his profound knowledge, in observing what escapes 
the vulgar and ignorant. 

The distinguishing between chance and causes must depend 
upon every particular man’s sagacity, in considering everj^ 
particular incident. But, if I were to assign any general 
rule to help us in applying this distinction, it would be the 
following. What defends wpon a few persons is^ in a great 
measure^ to he ascribed to chance, or secret and miknoivn causes : 
What arises from a great number, may often be accounted for 
by determinate and known causes. 

Two natural reasons may be assigned for this rule. First, 
If you suppose a dye to have any biass, however small, to a 
particulai* side, this biass, though, perhaps, it may not ap- 
peal* in a few throws, will certainly prevail in a great num- 
ber, and will cast the balance entirely to that side. In like 
manner, when any causes beget a particular inclination or 
passion, at a certain time, and among a certain people; 
though many individuals may escape the contagion, and be 
ruled by passions peculiar to themselves ; yet the multitude 
will certainly be seized by the common affection, and be 
governed by it in all their actions. 

Secondly, Those principles of causes, which are fitted to 
operate on a multitude, are always of a grosser and more 
stubborn nature, less subject to accidents, and less influenced 
by whim and private fancy, than those which operate on a 
few only. The latter are commonly so delicate and refined, 
that the smallest incident in the health, education, or fortune 
of a particular person, is sufficient to diveit their course, and 
retard their operation ; nor is it possible to reduce them to 
any general maxims or observations. Their influence at one 
time will never assure us concerning their influence at an- 
other ; even though all the general circumstances should be 
the same in both cases. 

To judge by this rule, the domestic and the gradual revo- 
lutions of a state must be a more proper subject of reasoning 
and observation, than the foreign and the violent, which are 
commonly produced by single persons, and are more influ- 
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enced by whim, folly, or caprice, than by general passions 
and interests. The depression of the lords, and rise of the 
commons in Bistgland, after the statutes of alienation and 
the encrease of trade and industry, are more easily accounted 
for by general principles, than the depressiiSTn of the Span’ish, 
and rise of the Feenoh monarchy, after the death of Charles 
Quint. Had Harry IY. Cardinal Eichlieu, and Louis XIV. 
been Spaniards ; and Philip IL III. and IY. and Charles 
11. been Frenchmen, the history of these two nations had 
been entirely reversed. 

For the same reason, it is more easy to account for the 
rise and progress of commerce in any kingdom, than for that 
of learning ; and a state, which should apply itself to the 
encouragement of the one, would be more assured of success, 
than one which should cultivate the other. Avarice, or the 
desire of gain, is an universal passion, which operates at all 
times, in all places, and upon all persons : But curiosity, or 
the love of knowledge, has a very limited influence, and re- 
quires youth, leisure, education, genius, and example, to 
make it govern any person. You will never want booksellers, 
while there are buyers of books : But there may frequently 
be readers where there ai-e no authors. Multitudes of people, 
necessity and liberty, have begotten commerce in Holland : 
But study and application have scarcely produced any eminent 
writers. 

We may, therefore, conclude, that there is no subject, in 
which we must proceed with more caution, than in tracing 
the history of the arts and sciences ; lest we assign causes 
which never existed, and reduce what is merely contingent 
to stable and universal principles. Those who cultivate the 
sciences in any state, are always few in number : The passion, 
which governs them, limited: Their taste and judgment 
delicate and easily perverted : And their application dis- 
turbed with the smallest accident. Chance, therefore, or 
secret and unknown causes, must have a great influence on 
the rise and progress of all the refined arts. 

But there is a reason, which induces me not to ascribe the 
matter altogether to chance. Though the persons, who cul- 
tivate the sciences with such astonishing success, as to at- 
tract the admiration of posterity, be always few, in all nations 
and all ages ; it is impossible but a share of the same spirit 
and genius must be antecedently diffused throughout the 
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people among whom they ai'ise, in order to produce, form, 
and cultivate, from their earliest infancy, the taste and judg- 
ment of those eminent writers. The mass cannot be alto- 
gether insipid, from which such refilled spiidts are extracted. 
Thbve is a God vnifliii its, says Ovid, ivho h/eathes that divine 
fire^ hy ivhich %oe are animated} Poets, in all ages, have 
advanced this claim to inspiration. There is not, however, 
any thing supernatmul in the case. Tlieir fire is not kindled 
from heaven. It only runs along the earth ; is caught from 
one breast to another ; and bums brightest, where the ma- 
terials are best iirepared, and most happily disposed. The 
question, therefore, concerning the rise and progress of the 
arts and sciences, is not altogether a question concerning 
the taste, genius, and spirit of a few, but concerning those 
of a whole people 5 and may, therefore, be accounted for, in 
some measure, by general causes and principles. I grant, 
that a man, who should enquire, why such a particular poet, 
as IIoiiEE, for instance, existed, at such a place, in sueli a 
time, would throw himself headlong into chimcBra, and could 
never treat of such a subject, without a multitude of false 
subtiltios and refinements. He might as well pretend to give 
a reason, why such particular generals, as Falius and SciPio, 
lived in Eomb at such a time, and why Fabius came into the 
world before Soipio. For such incidents as these, no other 
reason can be given than that of Hobaoe ; 

Belt ffdiius, mtule comes, qin te.aycrat astnun, 

l^taiLT<5 Deus hiimance, moi lalis in mium 

Qitodqiie caxAit, viUiii mutuhLs, albii^ cf- atcr. 

But I am persuaded, that in many eases good reasons 
might bo given, why snch a nation is more poLte and learned, 
at a particular time, than any of its neighbours. At least, 
this is so curious a subject, that it were a j)ity to abandon it 
entirely, before we have found whether it be susceptible of 
reasoning, and can be reduced to any general principles.^ 

My first observation on this head is, That it is itnjpossihh 
for the arts and sciences to arise^ at firsts among any peoj^fle 
mdess that people enjoy the blessing of a free government, 

* E'tDoiis in loin's, .'igitirU'cak'tanu.s - [EliLjon^ 0 toP ad'l I '•Ii.ill lliei *- 

lilo f jlo to (leiivor ft'W' oL^ti » i- 

Iinpetus liie, sicao mLiit'b tio’*s oa tlii-s Mib]eot, I subiuit to 

tiio CLU'suro and exiimmntion of the 
Ovid, Fubt, hb vi. 5. letirncd.] 


VOT.. TTT 



178 


ESSAY XIV. 


In the first ages of the world, when men are as yet bar- 
barous and ignorant, they seek no farther security against 
mutual violence and injustice, than the choice of some rulers, 
few or many, in whom they place an implicit confidence, 
without providing any security, by laws (fjc political institu- 
tions, against the violence and injustice of these rulers. If 
the authority be centered in a single person, and if the peojJe, 
either by conquest, or by the ordinary course of iDropagation, 
encrease to a great multitude, the monarch, finding it im- 
possible, in his own person, to execute every office of sove- 
reignty, in every place, must delegate his authority to inferior 
magistrates, who preserve j)eace and order in their respective 
districts. As exjDerience and education have not yet refined 
the judgments of men to any considerable degree, the prince, 
who is himself unrestrained, never dreams of restraining his 
ministers, but delegates his full authority to every one, whom 
he sets over any portion of the f>eople. All general laws are 
attended with inconveniencies, when aj)plied to j)articular 
cases; and it requires great penetration and experience, 
both to perceive that these inconveniencies are fewer than 
what result from full discretionary powers in every magis- 
trate ; and also to discern what general laws are, upon the 
whole, attended with fewost^inooiiveniencies. This is a matter 
of so great difficulty, that men may have made some ad- 
vances, even in the sublime arts of poetry and eloquence, 
where a rapidity of geuius and imagination assist their pro- 
gress, before they have arrived at any great refinement in 
then municipal laws, where fi'ecj[ueiit trials and diligent 
observation can alone direct their improvements. It is not, 
therefore, to be supposed, that a barbarous monarch, unre- 
strained and uninstructed, will ever become a legislator, or 
think of restraining his Bashaws^ in every province, or even 
his Cadis in every village. We are told, that the late &ar, 
though actuated with a noble genius, and smit with the love 
and admiration of Euuopeait arts ; yet professed an esteem for 
the TdTwXISH policy in this particular, and approved of such 
summary decisions of causes, as are practised in that bar- 
barous monarch}^, where the judges are not restrained by 
any methods, forms, or laws. He did not i^erceive, how 
contraiy such a practice would have been to all his other 
endeavours for refining his people. Arbitrary power, in all 
cases, is somewhat opxmessive and debasing; but it is alto- 
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getlier ruinous and intolerable, when contracted into a small 
compass; and becomes still worse, when the person, who 
j)i>ssesses it, knows that the time of his authority is limited 
and uncertain. Sahet siibjectos tcmqxiam suos; viles, ut aliems} 
He governs the sul^jects with full authority, as if they were 
his own ; and with negligence or tyranny, as belonging to 
another. A people, governed after such a manner, are slaves 
in the full and proper sense of the word ; and it is imj^os- 
sible they can ever aspire to any refinements or taste or 
reason. They dare not so much as pretend to enjoy the 
necessaries of life in plenty or security. 

To expect, therefore, that the arts and sciences should 
take their first rise in a monarchy, is to expect a contra- 
diction, Before these refinements have taken place, the 
monarch is ignorant and miinstiuicted ; and not having 
knowledge sufficient to make him sensible of the necessity of 
balancing his government upon general laws, he delegates 
his full j)Ower to all inferior magistrates. This barbarous 
policy debases the people, and for ever prevents all imj)rove- 
ments. Were it possible, that, before science were kno\vn 
in the world, a monarch could possess so much wisdom as to 
become a legislator, and govern his people by law, not by 
the arbitrary will of their fellow-subjects, it might be possible 
for that species of government to bo the first nursery of 
arts and sciences. But that supposition seems scarcely to 
be consistent or rational. 

It may happen, that a republic, in its infant state, may 
be supported by as few laws as a barbarous monarchy, and 
may entrust as unlimited an authority to its magisti-ates or 
judges. But, besides that the fi^equent elections by the 
people, are a considerable check upon authority ; it is im- 
possible, but, in time, the necessity of restraining the magis- 
trates, in order to j)reserve liberty, must at last appear, and 
give rise to general laws and statutes. The Roman Consuls, 
for some time, decided all causes, wdthout being confined 
by any positive statutes, till the jpeople, bearing this yoke 
with impatience, created the decemvirs^ who promulgated 
the twelve tables ; a body of laws, which, though, perhaps, 
they were not equal in bulk to one Enolish act of par- 
liament, were almost the only written rules, which regulated 


1 Tacit Libt. lib. i. 37. 
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property and pnnisliment, for some ages, in that famous 
republic. They were, however, sufficient, together with the 
forms of a free government, to secure the lives and pro- 
perties of the citizens, to exempt one man from the dominion 
of another ; and to protect every one against the violence or 
tyranny of his fellow-citizens. In such a situation the 
sciences may raise their heads and flourish : But never can 
have being amidst such a scene of oppression and slavery, 
as always results from barbarous monarchies, where the 
people alone are restrained by the authority of the magis- 
trates, and the magistrates are not restrained by any law 
or statute. An unlimited despotism of this nature, while it 
exists, effectually puts a stop to all improvements, and keeps 
men from attaining that knowledge, which is requisite to 
instruct them in the advantages, arising from a better j)olice, 
and more moderate authority. 

Here then are the advantages of free states. Though a 
republic should be barbarous, it necessarily, by an infallible 
operation, gives rise to Law, even before mankind have made 
any considerable advances in the other sciences. From law 
arises seemuty : From security curiosity : And from curiosity 
knowledge. The latter stops of this progress may be more 
accidental ; but the former are'^ altogether necessary, A re- 
public without laws can never have any duration. On the 
contrary, in a moii^irchical government, law arises not neces- 
sarily from the forms of government. Monarchy, when 
absolute, contains even something replug nan t to law. Great 
'nisJom and reflection can alone reconcile them. But such 
a degree of wisdom can never be expected, before the greater 
re flue incuts and improvements of human reason. These re- 
finements require curiosity, security, and law. The first 
growth, therefore, of the arts and sciences can never bo ox- 
piectod in despotic governments.^ 

There are other causes, which discourage the lise of the 
refined arts in despotic governments; though I take the 
want ci laws, and the delegation of full piowers to eveiy 
petty magistrate, to bo the pirincipal. Eloquence certaijily 
^ * [EUtLoiLs C to P r to cuiiiofc ‘•LUiwt' An .iLsoluft* 

tiu* li* j s u} proi^L'c'-s ol: tionns, Lnv priiiv.*is who is hiihiroiis ivnhis nil 

iiui'-t piVuc to Science Jn ivpulilies I lu Lis mi iisleis ninl i'i.if*isii Ues ns nbso- 

ni,iy prc^^.le SLieuee, .ind vu*y nri>o late <is And tliLxe movhs no 

froin the Yerjy inture ol tlio i'-Aern- more to prevent tor ever, all ludusln, 
nieut 111 1 loiiiiieliioia it niises not lioni cimosilN, iiiid science 1 
the uitnie ot tLe government, an I 
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springs up more naturally in joopnlar goyernnicnts : Emula- 
tion too in every accomplislinient must tliere be mox’e ani- 
mated and enlivened ; And genius and capacity have a fuller 
scope and career. All these causes render free governments 
the only proper nursery for the arts and sciences. 

The nest observation^ which I shall make on this head, is, 
That nothing is more favourable to the rise of i^oliteness and 
Itarning, than a nuntber of neiylibouring and independent stales^ 
connected together by commerce and policy. The emulation, 
which naturally arises among those neighbouring states, is 
an obvious source of improvement : But what I would chiefly 
insist on is the stop, which such limited territories giv^e both 
to power and to anthoriiy. 

Extended governments, where a single person has great 
influence, soon become absolute ; but small ones change 
naturally into commonwealths. A large government is ac- 
customed by degrees to tyranny ; because each act of vio- 
lence is at first performed upon a jiart, which, being distant 
from the majority, is net taken no tic 3 of, nor excites any 
violent ferment. Besides, a large government, though the 
whole be discontented, may, by a little art, be kept in obe- 
dience ; while each part, ignerant of tlie resolutions of the 
rest, is afraid to begin any cCmmotion or insurrection. Not 
to mention, that there is a superstitious reverence for iirinces, 
which mankind naturally contract when* they do not olten 
see the sovereign, and when man}’* of them become not ac- 
quainted with him so as to j)erceivo his weaknesses. And 
as lai'ge states can afford a great expence, in order to sup- 
j)ort the pomp of majesty 5 this is a kind of fascination on 
men, and naturally contributes to the enslaving of them. 

In a small government, any act of oppression is imme- 
diately known tliroughout the wdiole : The mimmurs and 
discontents, proceediug from it, are easily communicated : 
And the indignation arises the higher, because the subjccLs 
are not apt to apprehend in such states, that the distance is 
very wfide between themselves and their sovereign. ^ No man,^ 
said the prince of Conde, 4s a hero to his Valet de ChambreJ 
It is certain that admiration and acquaintance are altogether 
incompatible towards anymortal creature.^ Slecpaiid love coii- 

’ [ElitupisOto K add tha iim\ l‘L‘so, that hca'l, b lys Ik, 

A uiyuiuis^ coinidimenled hy Inb ?/'*u ‘i>ay cunsvlt the ^on that emptier 

llKltti' 1-. Kb a doity, and a^^ tlit ^on of eJos'^ f-r> ot "j 

tint jjlciioiis plaiKt, ■\\lnv.‘h UUnniiiatc'^ 
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vineed even Alexander himself that he was not a God : But I 
suppose that such as daily attended him could easily, from the 
numberless weaknesses to which he was subject, have givej?. 
him many still more convincing proofs of his humanity. 

But the divisions into small states are favourable to learn- 
ing, by stopj)ing the ] 3 rogress of authority as well as that of 
liower, Eeputation is often as great a fascination uj)on men 
as sovereignty, and is equally destructive to the freedom of 
thought and examination. But where a number of neigh- 
bouring states have a great intercourse of arts and com- 
mercCj their mutual jealousy keejps them from receiving too 
lightly the law from each other, in matters of taste and of 
reasoning, and makes them examine every work of art with the 
gi’eatest care and accuracy. The contagion of popular opinion 
spreads not so easily from one j)lace to another. It readily 
receives a check in some state or other, where it concxu'S not 
with the 2)revailing ^Drejudices. And nothing but nature 
and reason,^ or, at least, what bears them a strong resem- 
blance, can force its way through all obstacles, and unite the 
most rival nations into an esteem and admiration of it. 

Greece was a cluster of little i^rinci^^alities, which soon 
became reimblics; and being united both by their near 
neighbourhood, and by the ties" of the same language and 
interest, they entered into the closest intercourse of commerce 
and learning. Theji’e concurred a haq)py climate, a soil not 
unfertile, and a most hamionious and com2)rehensiYe lan- 
guage^ so that every circumstance among that peoi^lc 
seemed to favour the rise of the arts and sciences. Each city 
jiroduced its several artists and 2 )hiloso] 3 hers, who refused to 
yield the 2)reference to those of the neighbouring republics : 
Their contention and debates sharjpened the Avits of men: 
A variety of objects was j)resented to the judgment, Avhile 
each challenged the iireference to the rest : and the sciences, 
not being dwarfed by the restraint of authority, were enabled 
to make such considerable shoots, as are, even at this time, 
the objects of our admiration. After the Eoman Christian^ 
or catholic church had sjDread itself over the civilized world, 
and had engrossed all the learning of the times; being really 
one large state within itself, and united under one head ; 
this viinety of sects immediately disappeared, and the 
Peripatetic philoso2)hy was alone admitted into all the 

^ [Or — rc^emlilancc. omittoJl in 0 and D ] 
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scliools, to tlie utter depravation of every kind of learnino*. 
But mankind, having at length thromi off this yoke, affairs 
are now returned nearly to the same situation as before, and 
Eueope is at present a copy at large, of what Greece was 
formerly a patterft. in miniature. We have seen the ad- 
vantage of this situation in several instances. What checked 
the progress of the Cartesiait j)hilosophy, to which the 
French nation shewed such a strong propensity towards the 
end of the last century, but the opposition made to it by 
the other nations of Europe, who soon discovered the weak 
sides of that philosophy ? The severest scrutiny, which 
NTewton^s tlieory has undergone, proceeded not from his own 
countrymen, but from foreigners ; and if it can overcome 
the obstacles, which it meets with at present in all parts of 
Europe, it will probably go down triumphant to the latest 
posterity. The English are become sensible of the scan- 
dalous licentiousness of their stage, from the example of the 
French decency and morals. The French are convinced, 
that their theatre has become somewhat effeminate, by too 
much love and gallantry ; and begin to approve of the more 
masculine taste of some neighbouring nations. 

In China, there seems to be a pretty considerable stock of 
politeness and science, which, in the course of so many 
centuries, might naturally be expected to ripen into some- 
thing more perfect and finished, than what has yet arisen 
from them. But China is one vast empire, speaking one 
language, governed by one law, and sympathizing in the 
same manners. The authority of any teacher, such as Con- 
fucius, was proj)agated easily from one corner of the empire 
to the other. None had coiu\age to resist the torrent of popu- 
lar opinion. And posterity was not bold enough to dispute 
what had been universally received by their ancestors. This 
seems to be one natural reason, -why the sciences have made 
so slow a progress in that mighty emphe.^ 

^ If it be askei liow we can rcconcilo They lia^e no neighlioiirs, except the 
to the foregoing principles the hapxii- Tartars, from whom they were, in bonio 
utbs, richts, and good iioheo of tho measure secured, at Iciiot fettmed to bo 
Chixksk, who have ah\ays liecii go- secured, ly their famous wall, and by 
verned by a ‘•ole inonaiclij and can tho great suptrionty of llicir numbeis, 

scarce form an idea of a free govern- Ey this mcauf;, military’ discix»Iine has 

inont, I would answer, that tho’ the always been much neglected amongst 

CinxLsB government be a pure mon- them, and their standing forces are 

arcliy, it is not, properly speaking, mere militia, of the w oist kind , and 
absolute This proceeds from a picii- unlit to suxipres-s iiny general msurrec- 
liaiity of the situation of that conutiy^ tiou in countries so extremely };>opulou3. 
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If we consider llie face of tlio globe, Europe, of all the 
four parts of the world, is the most broken by seas, rivers, 
and mountains ; and Gueece of all countries of Ettuope. 
Hence these regions were naturally divided into several 
distinct governments. And hence the Sciences arose in 
Guefoe I and Europe has been hitherto the most constant 
habitation of them. 

I have sometimes been inclined to think, that intcmip- 
tions in the periods of learning, were they not attended 
with such a destruction of ancient books, and the records of 
history, would be rather favourable to the arts and sciences, 
by breaking the progress of authority, and dethroning the 
tyrannical usurpers over huriian reason. In this particular, 
they have the same induence, as interruptions in political 
governments and societies. Consider the blind submission 
of the ancient philosophers to the several masters in each 
school, and you will he convinced, that little good could be 
expected from a hundred centuries of such a servile philo- 
sophy. Even the Ecleotios, who arose about the age ot 
Augustus, notwithstanding their iirofessing to chuse freely 
what pleased them from every different sect, were yet, in the 
main, as slavish and dependent as any of their brethren 
since they sought for truth nob in nature, but in the several 
schools ; where they supposed she must necessarily be found, 
though not united m a body, yet disi^ersod in parts. Upon 
the revival of learning, those sects of Stoics and Epi- 
ouREAifS, Platoistists and Ptthagoriciaus, could never re- 
gain any credit or authority ; and, at the same time, by the 
example of their fall, kept men from submitting, with such 
blind deference, to those new sects, which have attoiiiptod 
to gain an ascendant over them. 

The third observation, which I shall form on this head, of 
the lise and progress of the arts and sciences, is. That thomjh 
the only 'prosper Nursery of these nolto inants le a fee date; 
yet may they he transplanted into any government ; and that a 


The .^vvoivl lliei’Lfinc, ri'iy proptil;\ he 
in tlie" lianas ot the 
people, TvhiJi is .i selhei'Lt lestiaiot 
upon the ntoiMreh, and ohliois 1 im to 
lay Im uuandannb or goi^iroi ^ ot pro- 
vinces under the re.-^traiiit of 
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reiraUic is most favoiirribh to the groivih of the sciences^ a 
civilized monarchy to that of the polite arts. 

To balance a large state or societ}", whetlier monarcbical 
or republican, on general laws, is a work of so great diLHcultj, 
tliat no human genius, howeyer comprehensive, is able, by 
the mere dint of reason and reflection, to effect it. The 
judgments of many must unite in this work: Experience 
must guide their labour : Time must bring it to perfection : 
And the feeling of inconveniencies must correct the mistakes, 
Vv hich they inevitably fall into, in their first trials and ex- 
periments. Hence axDpears the impossibility, that this un- 
dertaking should be begun and carried on in any monarchy ; 
since such a form of government, ere civilized, knovs no 
other secret or policy, than that of entrusting unlimited 
powers to every governor or magistrate, and subdividing 
the p)eo]ple into so many classes and orders of slaver3^ Erom 
such a situation, no improvement can ever bo expected in 
the sciences, in the liberal arts, in laws, and scarcely in the 
manual arts a.nd manufactures. The same barbarism and 
ignorance, with which the government commences, is propa- 
gated to all posterity, and can never come to a iDeriod by the 
efforts or ingenuity of sucli unhai^jpy slaves. 

But though law, the soume of all security and happiness, 
arises late in any government, and is the slow product of 
order and of liberty, it is not preserved with the same 
difficulty, with which it is iiroduced ; but when it has once 
taken root, is a hardy plant, which will scarcely ever perish 
through the ill culture of men, or the rigour of the seasons. 
The arts of luxury, and much more the liberal arts, which 
depend on a refined taste or sentiment, are easily lost ; be- 
cause they are always relished by a few only, w^hose leisure, 
fortune, and genius fit them for such amusements. But 
what is xirofitable to every mortal, and in common life, whoji 
once discovered, can scarcely fall into oblivion, but by the 
total subversion of society, and by such furious inundations 
of barbarous invaders,' as obliterate all memory of former 
arts and civility. Imitation also is apt to transport these 
coarser and more useful arts from one climate to another, 
and make them xorccede the refined arts in tbeir i/rogress ; 
though perhaps they sprui’g after theiii lu their fir-t lise and 
Xnopagation, From these causes lu'ccccd civilized nio- 
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nardiies 5 wliere the arts of government, first invented in 
free states, are preserved to the mutual advantage and se- 
curity of sovereign and subject. ^ 

However perfect, therefore, the monarchical form may 
appear to some politicians, it owes all its 'perfection to the 
republican ; nor is it possible, that a i 3 ure despotism, estab- 
lished among a barbarous people, can ever, by its native 
force and energy, refine and polish itself. It must borrow 
its laws, and methods, and institutions, and consequently its 
stability and order, from free governments. These advan- 
tages are the sole growth of republics. The extensive des- 
potism of a barbarous monarchy, by entering into the detail 
of the government, as well as into the principal points of 
administration, for ever prevents all such improvement. 

In a civilized monarchy, the jjrince alone is tmrestrained 
in the exercise ot his authority, and possesses alone a j)Ower, 
which is not boimded by any thing but custom, example, and 
the sense of his own interest. Every minister or magistrate, 
however eminent, must submit to the general laws, which 
govern the whole society, and must exert the authority dele- 
gated to him after the manner, wliich is prescribed. The 
people depend on none but their sovereign, for the security 
of their property. He is so far removed from them, and is 
so much exempt from private jealousies or interests, that 
this dependence is ^scarcely felt. And thus a species of 
government arises, to which, in a high i^olitical rant, we may 
give the name of Tyramiijy but which, by a just and prudent 
administration, may afford tolerable security to the people, 
and may answer most of the ends of political society. 

But though m a civilized monarchy, as well as in a repub- 
lic, the peoiile have security for the enjoyment of their pro- 
perty ; yet in both these forms of govomment, those who 
possess the supreme authority have the disposal of many 
honours and advantages, which excite the ambition and 
avarice of mankind. The only difference is, that, in a re- 
public, the candidates for office must look downwards, to gam 
the suffrages of the people ; in a monarchy, they must tuni 
their attention upwards, to court the good graces and favour 
of the great. To be successful in the former way, it is 
necessary for a man to make himself useful^ by his industry, 
capac%, or knowledge : To be prosperous in the latter way, 
it IS requisite for him to render himself arji'eeahle, by his wit, 
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complaisance, or civility. A strong genius succeeds Lest in 
republics : A refined taste in monarchies. And consequently 
Ihe sciences are the more natural gro\Ytli of the one, and the 
polite arts of the other. 

Not to mentidh, that monarchies, receiving their chief 
stability from a superstitious reverence to priests and princes, 
have commonly abridged the liberty of reasoning, with re- 
gard to religion, and politics, and consequently metaphysics 
and morals. All these form the most considerable branches 
of science. Mathematics and natural philosophy, w^hich only 
remain, are not half so valuable.^ 

Among the arts of conversation, no one pleases more than 
mutual deference or civilitj^, which leads us to resign our 
own inclinations to those of our companion, and to curb and 
conceal that i^resumption and arrogance, so natural to the 
human mind. A good-natured man, who is well educated, 
practises this civility to every mortal, without premeditation 
or interest. But in order to render that valuable quality 
gonei'al among any people, it seems necessary to assist the 
natural disposition by some general motive. Where power 
rises upwards from the peoifie to the great, as in all republics, 
such refinements of civility are apt to be httle j)ractised ; 
since the whole state is, by that means, brought near to a 
level, and every member of it is rendered, in a great measime, 
inde]3endcnt of another. The people have the advantage, by 
the authority of their suffrages : The great, by the supe- 
riority of their station. But in a civilized monarchy, there 
is a long train of dependence from the prince to the j)easant, 
which is not great enough to render propeity precarious, or 
depress the minds of the j)eoj)le ; but is sufficient to beget 
in every one an inclination to please his superiors, and to 
form himself upon those models, which are most accex^table 
to people of condition and education. Politeness of manners, 
therefore, arises most naturally in monarchies and courts ; 
and where that flourishes, none of the liberal arts will be 
altogether neglected oi* despised. 

The reiDublics hi Eueope are at j)resent noted for want of 
politeness. The cjood-manners of a Swiss civil ized in Holland^ 

’ [Editions 0 to P There iS a veiy allow tlio ollurs to rein iiii altugLllitr 
giedt counection among all tlio arts, rude and lull L.iruiis ] 

'nliieli eontnlmte to pkasiire, and tlio - C’est hi lulitefesc dhin Siusse 

same delicacy of taste, '^vhieli eiialilebiis Eu I1 ulla>’I)i: eivilibe 

to make iniproveiiients in one, ill not Ilors&KAU 
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is an expression for rusticity among tlic Feeitch. The Ei^g- 
LiSH, in some degree, fall under the same censure, notmth- 
standing their learning and genius. And if the Yenetians 
be an exception to the lule, they owe it, perhaps, to their 
communication with the other iTALiAisrs,*'^ most of whose 
goYernments beget a deiiendence more than sufBcient for 
cirilizhig their manners. 

It is difScult to j)ronounee any judgment concerning the 
refinements of the ancient republics in this particular : But 
I am apt to suspect, that the arts of conversation were not 
brought so near to perfection among them as the arts of 
writing and composition. The scurrility of the ancient ora- 
tors, in many instances, is quite shocking, and exceeds all 
belief. Yanity too is often not a little oflPensive in authors of 
those ages ^ ; as well as the common licentiousness and im- 
modesty of their stile, Quictinqite irdimcliciiSy adulter^ ganco, 
mami^ ventre, pene, Iona initria hiceinivemt^ says Sallust in 
one of the gravest and most moral jiassages of his history. 
Nam fitii ante Helenari Citnnus feterrima belli Causa, is an 
expression of HoPwAOE, in tracing the origin of moral good 
and evil. Ovid and Luceetius ^ are almost as licentious in 
their stile as Lord Boohestee ; though the former w'ore fine 
gentlemen and delicate writers,* and the latter®, from the 
corruptions of that court, in which he lived, seems to have 
thrown off all regard to shame and decency. Juvenal in- 
culcates modesty vith great zeal ; but sets a very bad 
example of it, if we consider tbe impudence of bis expres- 
sions. 

I shall also be bold to affirm, that among the ancients, 
theie was not much delicacy of breedings or that polite defe- 
rence and respect, which civility obliges us either to express 
or counterfeit towards the persons with whom we converse. 
CiCEEO was corfainly one of the finest goiitleinen of his age ; 


^ It IS neiiillc&s to cite Cicero or 
PiiNT on tins head They pro too 
much noted . But one is .i little sn- 
pii^t 1 to find ArRT^N, n pi.ire, 

juaic'Oiis ■^'iriter ihtcirjpt the thiL<i<l 
of his iif'iiation all of a ‘•ii'hVni, to IcU 
hisK ideis til, it lit liimsilf is as ini'i- 
iitnt.imuny the <ii,ii,ns lor oloipieiiro 
as AiFAANTirii 'sfoi arm^ LiL i lU. 

' This poet (tSeo lib IV 117o ) re- 


coTnniends a very extraordiii irj’ cure for 
lo.’c, and vliat one expects not to nit of, 
vitliin-'o elegant ainl philo'^oplne.il a 
jhk'Hi Jt '^eenis to In Vu Leon the ori- 
C,iii. J of f-t'-oe of Di Synpr’s ’ iniiioes. 
Tlio elc^ai't Catplius and PimaiLus 
fill iridci the same cni^^iiie 

[Editions 0 .intl D le.id an 

ahandon’d and sliaincksb Pioliij^ate J 


[C to P insert 1 caiitiful and clean!}.] 
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yet I must confess I have frequently been shocliiod with the 
poor figure under which he represents his friend Atticus, in 
those dialogues, where he himself is introduced as a speaker. 
That learned and virtuous Eoman, w^hose dignity, though he 
was only a private gentleman, was inferior to that of no one 
in Rome, is there shewn in rather a more pitiful light than 
Phiualethes’s friend in our modern dialogues. He is a 
humble admirer of the orator, pays him frequent coini}li- 
ments, and receives his instructions, with all the deference 
which a scholar owes to his master b Even Cato is treated 
in somewhat of a cavalier manner in the dialogues de 
finibus,^ 

2 One of the most particular details of a real dialogue, 
which we meet with in antiquity, is related by Polybius ; 
when Philip, king of Macedoit, a piunce of wit and parts, 
met with Titus Flaminiitus, one of the politest of the 
Romans, as we learn from Plutaboh accompanied with 
ambassadors from almost all the Gbeek cities. The ^tolian 
ambassador very abruptly tells the king, that he talked like 
a fool or a madman {\7]psu>). That^s evident^ says his majesty, 
even to a blind man; which was a laillery on the blindness of 
his excellency. Yet all this did not pass the usual bounds : 
For the conference ^ras not'disburbed ; and Plamininus was 
very 'well diverted with these strokes of hninotir. At the 
end, when Philip craved a little time to consult with his 
friends, of whom he had none imesentj’ the Roman general, 
being desirous also to shew his wit, as the historian says, 
tells him, that jperlmps the reason, why lie had none of his 
friends ivith him, was because he had murdered them all ; 
which ^was actually the case. This unprovoked j>iece of 
rusticity is not condemned by the hisLorian; caused no 


^ Att Non milii vululur ad Lcato 
TiiTendiim satis esse viituteni 
At licrciilo Bruto mco videUir , cujxis 
ego juditiuni, pneo tua dixexiiii, long© 
aiitepoiio tiio TliC Quaest lil> v «5. 

* [Editions C to P add the fallowing * 
And ’tis reniarlial tie, tint CiCti^o, 
htiiig a gi’oul seeplic in matters of 
religion, <iiid iin\xilliiig to deteriinno 
<iiiy tiling on that head .unong the 
(hileieut sects of philosophy, introduces 
Ills friends disputing couetimiig the 
1 icing ind nature of the gods, vliile lie 
is only a hearer, because, fnsytli, it 
would have been an iiuprot ri<.ty for ao 


great a genius as liimsfelf, had he spoke, 
uot to hare said something decisne on 
the subject, and have earned every thing 
before him, . s ho alvajs does on other 
oeea.aous There is also a spirit of dia- 
logue ohsexved m the eloqueni 1 ooks c!c 
Otaiv'iC^ and a tolerable cqxuiiity main- 
timed among the speaker*' Put then 
these ,spuikei“< axe the gxc<d men ol the 
age preceding the anthoi .ind Lc iec( tents 
tliecoiifeieiiee <is only f/(.iii lie.T'-ay | 

* [This jtaxagraph is rot ioiind in 
Ed'tious C and D ] 

^ Lib XX 11 1. 

® In X it iFiaxiix , c 2 
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farther resentment in Philip, than to excite a Sahboniak 
smile, or what we call a grin ^ and hindered him not from 
renewing the conference next day. Pltjtahch ^ too mention^ 
this raillery amongst the witt}” and agreeable sayings of 
Plamihixus.2 


^ Plijt in nru Fr.uriif e. 17 
- [Edition's C to P insert Tis lait 
an iiiiliftlrLiit comiilimLOt 
Horace to Ins friend Geosphtts, 
in the ode addref'-'ed to him. Ko one, 
frays ]io, IS hapijy in evciy le^pccf. And 
I 'tiuu/ peihai^s enjoy some culvantayLS, 
uhith you aee dept ivul of You possess 
great 'tiAies' Your hellomng hctds 
CD VC) the SlCITlAN^VRiyZ^ YoUt cJiU) lOt 
d muon hy the fmtbt koises And you 
at € iti rayed ai the iichicbt jpuryle But 
the indulge at fates, xinAi a smaU inhcn- 
tance, have given aie o Jinc gcniub, and 
have caOoivcd j,te xiiih a conUuiyt for 
the maligiiKjit judghunt^ of the vulgar * 
Ph.t:drls !s ly'^to hitep itron, Eutycif’s, 
If you tnhnd 10 read my ivuths, I &liiiU 
he pious. cl It not, 1 shall, at least, have 
the advantage of plcubing jposto ity - I 
am apt to think that a modern iioet 


^’loiild not have boon guilty of fruch an 
impropriety as tliat Tidiich may l)o oh- 
serred in Yiegil s address to ArausTus 
"when, after a great deal of extra vag.mt 
flattery, and after haying deified the 
emperor, according to the custom ef 
those times, he, at last, places tlii& god 
on the same level vith himself By 
your grucious nod, s.iys ho, render my 
nndercaling j^iospitoiis , and taJang 
piry, together 'nitli me of the Swains 
Ktnoiant of hubhu/ich y, htbtow your 
fuiOHi able injlvence on this xvoih ® Had 
men, in that age, been accustomed to 
oh'scrve such uicetiefr, <L y liter so delicate 
as \hEe.ix Arould ceitiiiily h.ivo given 
a different tuiii to this sentence The 
court of Axtgustcs, hoy ever polite, h.id 
not yet, it seems, yorn off the manners 
of tho republic. 


1 Nihil e&fc ab omni 

Parte 1 )eatum 

Abstulit elaruiu cita mors Achillem, 
Loiig.i TirHONUAi minuit sencctu'-, 

Et niilii for-sun, ti1»i cpiod ncgarib, 
PuiTigLt bora 

To greueij centum, t:?ieulieqiie cireiim 
Mugiu'it vacae tiLi tullit, hniiii- 
Tuin apt a ijuadiigis equa te bis Afro 
3Iurice tinetie 

Vt'-tnint lime mihi p.irva rara, & 
S[antuiii Giaue teuueni Caiiiceiise 
Paica non nmndax dedit & maligniim 
»Sperncre viilgus. 

Lib 2 Ode 16. 

2 Quern SI leges, la?tabor, sin auteni 

minus, 

llabcbimt certo quo se obleetont poslen, 
Lil). 3 Prol. 31. 

® Igiiarosque Mce inceun miseratus 
amc‘'tcb 

ingredere, & votis jam nunc assiiesco 
vocari 

Georg Lih 1 11 

One yould not say to a prnico or 
great m.ni, ‘When ^\oa and I were in 
frueh a plaee, yv say* sueli a thing 
happen ’ Lilt, ‘ When } ou weie in snedi 
a place, I attLiided \ou And siieli a 
thing happened ’ 

llcio I cannot forbear mentioning a 


pneco of delicacy oLsorved in Feance, 
yliieli seems to me excessive and iidi- 
etdous A"ou must not say, ‘ That is a 
Very fine dog, M<idam Eut, ‘Mad.im, 
that IS a very fine dog ’ They think it 
iiiebcent that those yords, dog and 
madam^ should he coupded together m 
tile* seiitmicc, tliouffli they have no re- 
ference to each othtu’ in tho sense. 

After all, I <icknoyledge, that this 
reasoning from single jiassagcs of an- 
cient authors may frocm fallacious , and 
that tho foregoing argumeuts cannot 
have gre'at foice, hut yith those ydio 
are well acquainted yith these tvTiters, 
aud knoy the truth of tho general 
piosition For infetaiicc, wliat absurdity 
yould it be to afr.scrt, that Yiegil 
undertotood not the force of the teims 
he employs, and could not chiisc Ins 
cpitluts yntli iiropnieh ’ Eecau‘^G in 
the following lines addressed abo to 
AuGrsTus, ho has failod in that par- 
ticular, and h.is ascribed to tho 
Indians ca quality, yhich seems, lu a 
luaniior, to turn 1ms hero into iiehcule. 

Et to maxime C.esae, 

Qui iiune extremis Asuc jam victor in 
oris 

I uhdlem avertis Poaianis areihusindum. 

Georg Lib. 2. 171 ] 
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Cardinal Wolset apologized for liis famous piece of inso- 
lence, in saying. Ego et Rex metis, I and my Tzincj^ by ob- 
serving, tbat this expression was conformable to tbe Latin 
idiom, and tbat a Roman always named himself before the 
person to whom^ior of whom he spake. Yet this seems to 
have been an instance of want of civility among that j)eople. 
The ancients made it a rule, that the person of the greatest 
dignity should be mentioned first in the discourse ; inso- 
much, that we find the spring of a quarrel and jealousy 
between the Romans and -®tolians, to have been a poet’s 
naming the ^tolians before the Romans, in celebrating a 
victory gained by their united arms over the Macedonians.^ 
2 Thus Livia disgusted Tibeeiits by placing her own name 
before his in an inscription.^ 

No advantages in this world are pure and unmixed. In 
like manner, as modern politeness, which is naturally so 
ornamental, runs often into affectation and foppeiy, disguise 
and insincerity ; so the ancient simplicity, which is naturally 
so amiable and affecting, often degenerates into rusticity and 
abuse, scurrility and obscenity. 

If the superiority in politeness should be allowed to modern 
times, the modern notions of gallantry^ the natural produce 
of courts and monarchies, will probably be assigned as the 
causes of this refinement. No one denies this invention to 
be modern ^ : But some of the more zealous partizans of the 
ancients, have assei'ted it to be foppish and ridiculous, and a 
reproach, rather than a credit, to the present age.® It may 
here be proper to examine this question. 

Nature has implanted in all living creatures an affection 
between the sexes, which, even in the fiercest and most rajia- 
cions animals, is not merely confined to the satisfaction of 
the bodily aj)petite, but begets a friendship and mutual sym- 
pathy, which runs through the whole tenor of their lives. 
Nay, even in those species, where nature limits the indulgence 
of this aiipetite to one season and to one object, and forms a 
kind of marriage or a.'fsociation between a single male and 
female, there is yet a visible complacency and benevolence, 

^ Plut in TiU Eluiin c 9 wlu'ucvov lie comes to town, 

2 [This sentence and the paragripli iii''t'‘.ul of waiting on Ins mistrebS, s^ndb 
next follo^ung were added ni Edi- for her to come to liini 
tion K.] 5 Loid SHAn'RsuuRT, {^ee Lis Moral- 

® Tacit, Ann lih iii enp Cl ibts^ 

^ In tliQ tSilJ-Tormcntoi ofTnuLNCE, 
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wliicli extends fcirtlier, and mutually softens the affections of 
the sexes towards each other.^ How much more must this 
have place in man, where the confinement of the ajmetifce is 
not natural; hut cither is derived accidentally from some 
strong charm of love, or arises from refiections on duty 
and convenience ? Nothing, therefore, can proceed less from 
affectation than the passion of gallantry. It is natural in 
the highest degree. Art and education, in the most elegant 
courts, make no more alteration on it, than on all the other 
laudable passions. They only turn the mind more towards 
it ; they refine it ; they polish it ; and give it a proper grace 
and expression. 

But gallantry'” is as cjenerons as it is nataraL To correct 
such gross vices, as lead us to commit real injury on others, 
is the part of morals, and the object of the most ordinary 
education. Where that is not attended to, in some degree, 
no human society can subsist. But in order to render con- 
versation, and the intercourse of minds more easy and agree- 
able, good-manners have been invented, and have carried the 
matter somewhat farther. Wherever nature has given the 
mind a j>ropensity to any vice, or to any passion disagreeable 
to others, refined breeding has taught men to throw the biass 
on the opposite side, and to preserve, in all their behaviour, 
the appearance of sentiments different from those to which 
they naturally incline. Tims, as we are commonly proud and 
selfish, and apt to assume the preference above others, a polite 
man learns to behave v,ith deference towards his companions, 
and to yield the superiority to them in all the common in- 
cidents of society. In like manner, wherever a person’s 
situation may naturally beget any disagreeable suspicion in 
him, it is the part of good-manners to prevent it, by a studied 
display of sentiments, directly contrary to those of w^hich ho 
is apt to he jealous. Thus, old men know thoir infirmities, 
and naturally dread contemiit from the youth : Hence, -vvell - 
educated youili redouble the instances of respect and defer- 
ence to their ciders. Strangers and ^foreigners are without 
2'>rol:ectioii : Hence, in all i^olite countries, they receive the 

* [Eilui') !'< C to P tlie folij'tii ^ L’or-si c<ai Toi',-) .il l>os«?o sicnri orri. 
quot uiOii La L^Oxicssj up[>re''^o U Lcou gi ice, 

TiLrli lih altri apo'iai, el'e soiioi i Ltiri, Con Lnpo \i\’o il Jjiip.i ‘^leuia 

O chc M^on qiiitti & .staniio in pact?, Xu la <Jui\'uaei lu dtl Turul piiiiri 
0 <t‘ veiigoii a n^si, 6c: fei san gucrri, Aktosto, CVinlo o, 

A la ieuuna il moscliio nou la IxtC,,. 
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liigliest civilities, and are entitled to tlie first place in eveiy 
company. A man is lord in liis own family, and liis guests 
ai;e, in a manner, subject to his authority: Hence, he is always 
the lowest person in the company ; attentive to the wants of 
every one ; and gtv^ing himself all the trouble, in order to 
please, which may not betray too visible an affectation, or 
impose too much constraint on his guests.^ Gallantly is 
nothing but an instance of the same generous attention. As 
''natui'e has given man the superiority above woman^ by en- 
dowing him with greater strength both of mind and body ; 
it is his pai-t to alleviate that superiority, as much as possible, 
by the generosity of his behaviour, and by a studied deference 
iind complaisance for all her inclinations and opinions. Bar- 
barous nations dis^ilay this superiority, by reducing their 
females to the most abject slavery 5 by confining them, by 
beating them, by sellmg them, by killing them. But the 
male sex, among a polite people, discover their authority in a 
more generous, though not a less evident manner ; by civility, 
by respect, by comjilaisance, and, in a word, by gallantry. 
In good company, you need not ask, Who is the master of the 
feast ? The man, who sits in the lowest place, and who is 
always industrious in helping every one, is certainly the 
person. We must either condemn all such instances of gene- 
rosity, as foppish and affected, or admit of gallantly among 
the rest. The ancient Muscovites wedded their wives with 
a whij), instead of a ring. The same people, in their own 
houses, took always the precedency above foreigners, even^ 
foreign ambassadors. These two instances of their generosity 
and politeness are much of a piece. 

Gallantry is not less compatible with loisdom andpmdence^ 
than with oiature and generosity ; and when under proper 
regulations, contributes more than any other invention, to the 
entertainment and improvement of the youth of both sexes.^ 
Among every species of animals, natui’e has founded on the 


^ Tlie fiequent meution in ancient 
authors of that ill-bred custom of the 
master of the fdmilj’s eating better 
breid or drinking better Tsino at table, 
tlidii ho afforded his guests, is but an 
iiiiliffereut mark of the cmlity of those 
ages See Jutpxal, sat 5. Prixri lib. 
x.v cap 13, Also Plixii E^nst Lucian 
de meuede conductis^ Satunialia, ^c. 
There is scarcely any part of Etjuope 
VOL. TIT. 


at present so uncivihzed as to admit of 
such a custom. 

- See Belatiod of three E//ibassies, 1 ly 
the Earl of Carlisle. 

® [Editions C to P read. Tii all vege- 
tables, ’tib o])seiTable, that the 
and the seed are al’waAs eonuceled 
together; and m like manner, .iniong 
every species, &c ] 
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love between tie sexes their sweetest and best enjoyment. 
But the satisfaction of the bodily appetite is not alone sufiBi- 
cient to gratify the mind ; and eren among brute-creatures^ 
we find, that their play and dalliance, and other expressions of 
fondness, form the greatest part of the entertainment. In 
rational beings, we must certainly admit the mind for a con- 
siderable share. Were we to rob the feast of all its garniture 
of reason, discourse, sympathy, friendship, and gaiety, what ^ 
remains would scarcely bo worth acceptance, in the judgment ' 
of the truly elegant and luxurious. 

What better school for manners, than the company of 
virtuous women ; where the mutual endeavour to ifiease must 
insensibly polish the mind, where the exam2fie of the female 
softness and modesty must communicate itself to their 
admirers, and where the delicacy of that sex puts every one 
on his guard, lest he give offence by any breach of decencyh 

Among the ancients, the character of the fair-sex was con- 
sidered as altogether domestic ; nor were they regarded as 
I>art of the polite world or of good company. This, perhaps, 
is the true reason why the ancients have not left us one -pieco 
of pleasantry that is excellent, (unless one may except the 
Banquet of Xenopeois’, and the Dialogues of Lucian) though 
many of their serious com^jositjons are altogether inimitable. 
Horace condemns the coarse railleries and cold jests of 
Plautus: But, Jthoiigli the most easy, agreeable, and 
judicious writer in the world, is his own talent for ridicule 
very striking or refined ? This, therefore, is one considerable 
improvement, which the iiolite arts have received from gal- 
lantry, and from courts, where it first arose.^ 


1 [C to 0 adtl I mn&t confess, That 
mj OTm particular choice rather leads 
me to prefer tho company of a few 
select companions, with whom I can, 
calmly and X)oacGally, enjoy the feast 
of rc i-.on, and try tho j’ustiioss of uYtry 
reflection, whether gay or serioi^s, that 
may oct-ur to mo. But as such a de- 
lightful society IS not every day to be 
met vith, I must think, that mixt com- 
panies, vithout the ftiir-scx, arc the 
most insipid eiiteitainment in tho 
vorld, and de&titiito of g.'iety and 
politeness, as much as of sense and 
rtisoT' Notlmig can keep tlu.a fioia 
dulucss hilt tmid dxiiil.ijjg , a 
leme'h worse t’ aii the clisea«'e ] 

^ [K^daons C to P i aert the fuUow- 


mg Tho point of hotioiir, or duelling, 
is a modem invention, as well as 
yaVantry^ and hy somo esteemed 
equally useful for tho refining of 
nianaers But how it has contriluited 
to that cfiect, I am at a loss to clo- 
terniiue. Conversation, among the 
greaK^at inisticN, is not commonly in- 
vested with such rudeness as can givo 
occa'JioR to duds, evtn pccoidiug to tho 
most icfiiied laws of this fantastic 
honour, and as to tlm oilier sm.ill in- 
dceeneies, which aiu the most offensive, 
hee<iU'!o the most fiequeiit, thev can 
never 1 c ciired by the practice of duel- 
liii<: Bet theac noticns are not only 
liocitb' They are also j^crnuimfs Bj" 
bepa.ratiiig the m^n of honour fiom tho 
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But, to return from this digression, I shall advance it as a 
fourth observation on this subject, of the rise and j)rogress of 
the arts and sciences, Thai lohen the arts and sciences come to 
pofection in any state, from that moment they naturally, or 
rather necessarily decline, and seldom or never revive in that 
nation, where they formerly flourished. 

It must be confessed, that this maxim, though conform- 
^able to experience, may, at first sight, be esteemed contrary 
to reason. If the natural genius of mankind be the same in 
all ages, and in almost all countries, (as seems to be the truth) 
it must very much forward and cultivate this genius, to be 
possessed of patterns in every art, which may regulate the 
taste, and fix: the objects of imitation. The models left us 
by the ancients gave birth to all the arts about 200 years ago, 
and have mightily advanced their progress in every country 
of Europe : Why had they not a like effect during the reign 
of Trajan and his successors ; when they were much more 
entire, and were still admfred and studied by the whole world ? 
So late as the emperor Justinian, the Poet, by way of dis- 
tinction, was understood, among the Greeks, to be Homer; 
among the Eomans, Viroil. Such admiration still remained 
for these divine geniuses ; though no poet had appeared for 
many centuries, who could justly pretend to have imitated 
them. 

A man’s genius is always, in the beginning of life, as much 
unknown to himself as to others ; and it is only after frequent 
trials, attended with success, that he dares think himself 
equal to those undertakings, in which those, who have suc- 
ceeded, have fixed the admiration of mankind. If his own 
nation be already possessed of many models of eloquence, he 


man of virtue, the greatest profligates 
have got soniething to vahic themselves 
upon, and have been able to keep them- 
selves lu countenance, tho’ guilty of the 
most shameful and most dangerous vicos. 
They are dchauchc-e'^, spendthrifts, and 
never pay a farthing they ove^^Eut 
they are men of honour , and therefore 
are'to he received as gentlemen in all 
companiLfa 

Tliero rre some of the paits of 
modern honour, vlnth are the most 
0 sontul part's of moiulit} , such as 
fidelity, iho observing promises., and 
ttlliiig trutli Tiieso pomtb of honour 
Mr Annisox had in his eye vdien ho 
made Jen v say, 


Jffof2our*s a sacred ii/c, the law of Icings, 
The nolle mind's distingviiJang g>o fee- 
tion. 

That aids and strengthens Vt. tne U'hta 
It meets her, 

And imitates her actions where she is 
not’ 

It ought not to h sg^ortid with 

These lines arc Tcry beautiful Hut I 
am afraid, that Mr Addiso^i has hero 
been guiltv of that impropriety of sen- 
tunont, viih 'which, on othLi* occisions, 
he has. so justly ivpioiehed oar poets 
The ancients certaiidy never hael any 
notion of lioiiohi' as hbtiiict from vutue ] 
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naturally compares liis own juvenile exercises witE these; 
and being sensible of the great disproportion, is discouraged 
from any farther attempts, and never aims at a rivalship w^th 
those authors, whom he so much admires. A noble emulation 
is the source of every excellence. Admifhtion and modesty 
naturally extinguish this emulation. And no one is so liable 
to an excess of admiration and modesty, as a truly great 
genius. 

Next to emulation, the greatest encourager of the noble 
arts is praise and glory. A writer is animated with new 
force, when he hears the ajiplauses of the world for his former 
productions ; and, being roused bj’' such a motive, he often 
reaches a pitch of perfection, which is equally surprizing to 
himself and to his readers. But when the posts of honour 
are all occupied, his first attempts are but coldly received by 
the public ; being compared to productions, which are both in 
themselves moi’e excellent, and have already the advantage 
of an established reputation. Were Molibee and Corneille 
to bring upon the stage at present their early productions, 
which were formerly so well received, it would discourage the 
young poets, to see the indifference and disdain of the public. 
The ignorance of the age alone could have given admission 
to the Prmce of Ttee ; but it is to that we owe the Moor : 
Had Everij man in Ms humour been rejected, we had never 
seen Volpone. 

Perhaps, it may not be for the advantage of any nation to 
have the arts imported from their neighbours in too great 
perfection. This extinguishes emulation, and sinks the 
ardour of the generous youth. So many models of Italian 
painting brought into England, instead of exciting our 
artists, is the cause of their small progress in that noble art. 
The same, perhaps, was the case of Home, when it received 
the arts from Greece. That multitude of polite productions 
in the Eeench language, dispersed all over Germany and 
the North, hinder these nations from cultivating their own 
language, and keep them still dep^ident on their neighbours * 
for those elegant entertainments. 

It is true, the ancients had left us models in every kind of 
writing, which are highly worthy of admiration. But besides 
that they were written in languages, known only to the 
learned ; besides this, I say, the comparison is not so perfect 
or entii'e between modern wits, and those who lived in so 
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remote an age. Had Waller been bom in Eomb, diiring 
the reign of Tiberitjs, bis first productions had been despised, 
■\vlien compared to the finished odes of Horace, But in this 
island the superiority of the Eoman poet diminished nothing 
from the fame of* the English. We esteemed ourselves 
sufficiently happy, that our climate and language could pro- 
duce but a faint copy of so excellent an original. 

In shoit, the arts and sciences, like some plants, require a 
fresh soil ; and however rich the land may be, and however 
you may recruit it by art or care, it will never, when once 
exhausted, produce any thing that is perfect or finished in 
the kind. 


Essay XV . — The E]jiciu*ean.^ 

It is a great mortification to the vanity of man, that his 
utmost art and industry can never equal the meanest of 
nature’s productions, either for beauty or value. Art is only 
the under- workman, and is employed to give a few strokes of 
embellishment to those pieces, which come from the hand of 
the master. Some of the drapery may be of his drawing ; 
but he is not allowed to touch the principal figure. Art may 
make a suit of clothes : But nature must produce a man. 

Even in those productions, commonly denominated works 
of art, we find that the noblest of the kind are beholden for 
their chief beauty to the force and happy ififluence of nature. 
To the^ native enthusiasm of the poets, we owe whatever is 
admirable in their productions. The greatest genius, where 
nature at any time fails him, (for she is not equal) throws 
aside the lyre, and hopes not, from the rules of art, to reach 
that divine harmony, which must proceed from her inspi- 
ration alone. How poor are those songs, where a happy 
flow of fancy has not furnished materials for art to embelish 
and refine ! 

But of all the fruitless attemj)ts of art, no one is so ridicu- 
► lous, as that which the severe iffiilosophers have undertaken. 


1 Or, TJie umn of degance and ‘plea- 
sure The intention of this and the three 
follo'vt in^ c^'&ays is not so much to ex- 
Ijhiin aecurately the sentiments of the 
aneient sects of philosophy, as to de- 
liver the sentiments of sects, that na- 
turally foiin themselves in the world, 
and entoitain diffeient ideas of human 


life and of happiness. I have !?iTon each 
of them the name of the philosophical 
stcc, to which It boars the greatest aih- 
nitv 

[Editions C to D To the Ocstnini 
or Vc) ve K to P To the Oestrum or 
native enthusiasm ] 
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the producing of an artificial happiness^ and making us be 
j)leased by niles of reason, and by reflection. Why did none 
of them claim the reward, which Xeexes promised to him, 
who should invent a new pleasure ? TJnlesg, perhaps, they 
invented so many pleasures for their ow» use, that they de- 
spised riches, and stood in no need of any enjoyments, which 
the rewards of that monarch could procure them. I am apt, 
indeed, to think, that they were not willing to furnish the 
Peesiax court with a new pleasure, by presenting it with so^ 
new and unusual an object of ridicule. Their speculations, 
when confined to theory, and gravely delivered in the schools 
of Geeeoe, might excite admiration in them ignorant pupils ; 
But the attempting to reduce such principles to practice 
would soon have betrayed their absurdity. 

Ton 23 retend to make me ha2)p3^ by reason, and by rules of 
art. You must, then, create me anew by rules of art. For 
on my original frame and structure does my hai)piness 
depend. But you want power to effect this; and skill too, 

I am afraid : Nor can I entertain a less opinion of nature’s 
wisdom than of yours. And let her conduct the machine, 
which she has so wisely framed. I find, that I should only 
spoil it by my tampei-ing. 

To what purpose should I pretend to regulate, refine, or 
invigorate any of those springs or prineixfies, which nature 
has im^danted in me ? Is this the road by which I must 
reach hax^x^iness ? But har>2:iness im^dies ease, contentment, 
rexjose, and pleasure ; not watchfuhiess, care, and fatigue. 
The health of my body consists in the facility, wdth which 
all its operations are performed. The stomach digests the 
aliments : The heart circulates the blood : The brain sex^ai- 
rates and refines the spirits : And all this without my con- 
cerning myself in the matter. When by my will alone I can 
stop the blood, as it runs with impetuosity along its canals, 
then may I hope to change the course of my sentiments and 
Xmssions. In vain should I strain my faculties, and endea- 
vour to receive j)leasure from an object, which is not fitted * 
by nature to aCect my organs with delight. I may give my- 
self pain by my fruitless endeavours ; but shall never reach 
any ideasure. 

Away then with all those vain pretences of making our- 
selves h.nppj within ourselves, of feasting on our own 
thoughts, of being satisfied with the consciousness of well- 
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doing, and of despising all assistance and all supplies from 
external objects. This is the voice of PniUE, not of Natuhe. 
And it were well, if even this pride could support itself, and 
communicate a real inward pleasure, however melancholy 
or severe. But tjiis impotent pride can do no more than 
regulate the oiitsuh ; and with infinite jpains and attention 
compose the language and countenance to a philosophical 
dignity, in order to deceive the ignorant vulgar. The heart, 
mean while, is empty of all enjoyment : And the mind, un- 
supported by its proper objects, sinks into the deepest sorrow 
and dejection. Miserable, but vain mortal ! Thy mind be 
happy within itself! With what resources is it endowed to 
fill so immense a void, and supply the place of all thy bodily 
senses and faculties? Can thy head subsist without thy 
other meinbcrs ? In such a situation, 

JJ hat foolish fig vre nvist it 

Do nothing else hut sleep and ako. 

Into such a lethargy, or such a melancholy, must thy mind 
be xilunged, when deprived of foreign occupations and enjoy- 
ments. 

Keep me, therefore, no longer in this violent constraint. 
Confine mo not within myself ; but point out to me those 
objects and pleasures, which afford the chief enjoyment. But 
why do I apply to you, proud and ignorant sages, to shew 
me the road to haxDpiness ? Lot me consult my own jiassions 
and inclinations. In them must I read the dictates of 
nature ; not in your frivolous discoimses. 

But see, propitious to my wishes, the divine, the amiable 
Pleastjue,^ the supreme love of GODS and men, advances 
towards me. At her aiiproach, my heart beats with genial 
heat, and every sense and every faculty is dissolved in joy ; 
while she pours around me all the embellishments of the 
spring, and all the treasures of the autumn. The melody of 
her voice charms my ears with the softest music, as she 
invites mo to partake of those delicious fi’uits, which, with a 
smile that diffuses a glory on the heavens and the earth, she 
presents to me. The sportive Cupins, who attend her, or 
fan me with their odoriferous wings, or pour on my head the 
most fragrant oils, or offer me their sparkling nectar in 
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golden goblets. 0 ! for ever let me spread my limbs on this 
bed of roses, and tlius, thus feel the delicions moments with 
soft and downy steps, ghde along. But cruel chance ! 
Whither do you fly so fast "? Why do my ardent wishes, and 
that load of pleasures, under which you labour, rather hasten 
than retard your unrelenting pace ? Suffer me to enjoy 
this soft repose, after all my fatigues in search of happi- 
ness. Suffer me to satiate myself with these delicacies, after 
the pains of so long and so foolish an abstinence. 

But it will not do. The roses have lost their hue : Tho 
fruit its flavour : And that delicious wine, whose fumes, so 
late, intoxicated all my senses with such delight, now soli- 
cits in vain the sated palate. Pleasure smiles at my lan- 
guor. She beckons her sister, Viriuey to come to her 
assistance. The gay, the frolic Vtt tue observes the call, and 
brings along the whole troop of my jovial friends. Welcome, 
thrice welcome, my ever dear companions, to these shady 
bowers, and to this luxurious repast. Tour presence has 
restored to the rose its hue, and to the fruit its flavour. 
The vapours of this sprightly nectar now again play around 
my heart ; while you partake of my delights, and discover 
in your cheerful looks, the pleasure which you receive from 
my happiness and satisfaction. ^ The like do I receive from 
yours ; and encouraged by your joyous presence, shall again 
renew the feast, with which, from too much enjoyment, my 
senses were well nigh sated ; while the mind ke^Dt not pace 
with the body, nor afforded relief to her o’er-burthened 
jiai’tner. 

In our cheerful discourses, better than in the formal rea- 
sonings of the schools, is true wisdom to be found. In our 
friendly endearments, better than in the hollow debates of 
statesmen and pretended patriots, does true viitue display 
itself. Forgetful of the past, secure of the future, let us 
here enjoy the present ; and while we yet possess a being, 
let us fix some good, beyond the i)Ower of fate or fortune. 
To-morrow will bring its own pleas?ares along with it : Or 
should it disappoint our fond wishes, we shall at least enjoy 
the pleasure of reflecting on the pleasures of to-day. 

Fear not, my fiiends, that the barbarous dissonance of 
Bacchus, and of Ins revellers, should break in upon this 
entertainment, and confound us wuth their turbulent and 
clamorous pleasures. The sprightly muses wait around 5 
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and with tlieir charming symphony, sufficient to soften the 
•wolves and tygers of the savage desert, insxDire a soft joy into 
every bosom. Peace, harmony and concord reign in this 
retreat ; nor is the silence ever broken but by the music of 
our songs, or the^heerful accents of our friendly voices. 

But hark ! the favourite of the muses, the gentle Damoiv, 
strikes the lyre ; and while he accompanies its harmonious 
notes with his more harmonious song, he inspires us with 
the same happy debauch of fancy, by which he is himself 
transported. ^ Ye happy youth,’ he sings, ^ Ye favoured 
of heaven,^ while the wanton spring pours upon you all her 
blooming honours, let not (jlory seduce you, with her delusive 
blaze, to pass in perils and dangers this delicious season, 
this prime of life. Wisdom points out to you the road to 
pleasure : Nature too beckons you to follow her in that 
smooth and flowery path. Will you shut your ears to their 
commanding voice ? Will you harden your heart to their 
soft allurements ? Oh, deluded mortals, thus to lose your 
youth, thus to throw away so invaluable a present, to trifle 
with so perishing a blessing. Contemplate well your recom- 
pence. Consider that glory, which so allm’es your proud 
hearts, and seduces you with your own praises. It is an 
echo, a dream, nay the shadow of a dream, dissipated by 
every wind, and lost by every contrary breath of the ignorant 
and ill-judging multitude. You fear not that even death 
itself shall ravish it from you. But behOld ! while you are 
yet alive, calumny bereaves you of it; ignorance neglects 
it; nature enjoys it not; fancy alone, renouncing every 
pleasure, receives this aii-y recompence, empty and unstable 
as herself.’ 

Thus the horns passed unperceived along, and lead in their 
wanton train all the pleasures of sense, and all the joys of 
harmony and friendship. Smiling innocence closes the pro- 
cession ; and while she presents herself to our ravished eyes, 
she embellishes the whole scene, and renders the view of 
these pleasures as transporting, after they have past us, as 
when, with laughing countenances, they were yet advancing 
toward us. 


' An mutation of tlic SYitENfe &oi)g m V’ ammaut.m cli fioiito & verJo 
Tasso &l)oglH,’'6cL‘ 

‘ 0 Giovmetti, mentre Apeile & Ouuesalcmmc hbcraUi, Caato 1-JL. 

Maggio 



202 


ESSAY XV. 


But tlie stin lias sunk below tlie horizon ; and darkness, 
stealing silently upon us, has now buried all nature in an 
universal shade. ‘ Eejoice, my friends, continue your repast, 
or change it for soft repose. Though absent, your joy or your 
tranquillity shall still be mine.’ JSuf do you go ? Or 

what n&iu pleasures call you from our society ? Is there aught 
agreeable without your fri&uds ? And can aught please, in 
ivhich ive pur tale not ? ‘ Yes, my friends ; the joy which I 
now seek, admits not of your participation. Here alone I 
wish your absence : And here alone can I find a sufficient 
compensation for the loss of your society.’ 

But I have not advanced far through the shades of the 
thick wood, which spreads a double night around me, ere, 
methinks,! perceive through the gloom, the charming C.aLLiA, 
the mistress of my wishes, who wanders impatient through 
the grove, and preventing the aiqiomted horn*, silently chides 
my tai'dy steps. But the joy, which she receives from my 
presence, best pleads my excuse; and dissipating every 
anxious and every angry thought, leaves room for nought 
but mutual joy and rapture. With what words, my fair one, 
shall I express my tenderness or describe the emotions which 
now warm my transported bosom ! Words are too faint to 
describe my love ; and if, alas ! .you feel not the same flame 
within you, in vain shall I endeavour to convey to you a just 
conception of it. But your every word and every motion suf- 
flee to remove thistloubt ; and while they express your pas- 
sion, serve also to enflamo mine. How amiable this solitude, 
this silence, this darkness ! Ho objects now importune the 
ravished soul. The thought, the sense, all full of nothing 
but om- mutual happiness, wholly possess the mind, and con- 
vey a pleasure, which deluded mortals vainly seek for in every 
other enjoyment 

But whyi does your bosom heave with these sighs, while 
tears bathe your glowing cheeks ? Why distract your heart 
with such vain anxieties ? Why so often ask me. How long 
my love shall yet endure ^ Alas, my C.ELIA I can I resolve 
this question ? Do I hiow hoio long my life shall yet endure? 
But does this also disturb your tender breast ? And is the 
image of our frail mortality for ever present with you, to 
throw a damp on your gayest hours, and poison even those 
joys which love inspires ' Consider rather, that if life bo 
^ [Etlilion C iiftcr our tumultiiou& jnjv'' ] 
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frail, if youth be transitory, we should well employ the i>re- 
sent moment, and lose no part of so perishable an existence. 
Yet a little moment and these shall be no more. 'W e shall be, 
as if wc had never been. Not a memory of us be loft upon 
earth ; and even^the fabulous shades below will not afPord us 
a habitation. Our fruitless anxieties, our vain projects, our 
uncertain speculations shall all be swallowed up and lost. Our 
present doubts, concerning the original cause of all things, 
must never, alas ^ be resolved. This alone wc may be cer- 
tain of, that, if any governing mind preside, he must be 
pleased to see us fulfil the ends of our being, and enjoy 
that pleasme, for which alone we were created. Let this 
reflection give ease to your anxious thoughts ; but render 
not your joys too serious, by dwelling for ever upon it. It 
is sufScient, once, to be acquainted with this philosopliy, in 
order to give an unbounded loose to love and jollity, and re- 
move all the scruples of a vain superstition : But while youth 
and passion, my fair one, prompt our eager desires, we must 
find gayer subjects of discourse, to intermix with these 
amorous caresses. 


Essay XVI. — The Stoic.^ 

There is this obvious and material difference in the con- 
duct of nature, with regard to man and^ther animals, that, 
having endowed the former with a sublnne celestial spirit, 
and having given him an affinity with superior beings, she 
allows not such noble faculties to lie lethargic or idle ; but 
urges him, by necessity, to emifloy, on every emergence, his 
utmost art and indiistnj. Brute-crcatnrcs have many of 
their necessities snpplied by nature, being cloathed and armed 
by this beneficent parent of all things : And where their own 
i.uhistnj is requisite on any occasion, nature, by implandng 
instincts, still supplies them with the cirt^ and guides them to 
their good by her unerring precepts. But man, exposed 
naked and indigent to the rude elements, rises slovrly from 
that helj)less state, by the care and vigilance of his parents ; 
and having attained his utmost growth and perfection, 
reaches only a capacity of subsisting, hy his own care and 
vigilance. Every thing is sold to skill and labour ; and where 


^ Or tlio man of viction ml yirtiia 
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nature furnislies tlie materials, they are still rude and un- 
finished, till industry, ever active and intelligent, refines them 
from their brute state, and fits them for human use and con- 
venience. 

Acknowledge, therefore, 0 man, the beneficence of nature ; 
for she has given thee that intelligence which supplies all thy 
necessities. But let not indolence, under the false appearance 
of gratitude, persuade thee to rest contented with her pre- 
sents. Wouldest thou return to the raw herbage for thy 
food, to the open sky for thy covering, and to stones and clubs 
for thy defence against the ravenous animals of the desert ? 
Then return also to thy savage manners, to thy timorous 
superstition, to thy brutal ignorance ; and sink thyself be- 
low those animals, whose condition thou admirest, and 
wouldest so fondly imitate. 

Thy kind parent, nature, having given thee art and intel- 
ligence, has filled the whole globe with materials to employ 
these talents : Hearken to her voice, w^hich so plainly tells 
thee, that thou, thyself shouldest also be the object of thy 
industry, and that by art and attention alone thou canst 
acquire that ability, which will raise thee to thy proper sta- 
tion in the universe. Behold this artizan, who converts a 
rude and shapeless stone into a noble metal; and mouldiag 
that metal by his cunning hands, creates, as it were by 
magic, every weapon for his defence, and every utensil for 
his convenience. Se has not this skill from nature : Use 
and practice have taught it him; And if thou wouldest 
emulate his success, thou must follow his laborious foot- 
steps. 

But while thou amhitio^isly asj)irest to perfecting thy 
bodily powers and faculties, wouldest thcu meanly neglect thy 
mind, and from a preposterous sloth, leave it still rude and 
uncultivated, as it came from the hands of nature P Far bo 
such folly and negligence from every rational being. If 
nature has been frugal in her gifts and endowments, there is 
the more need of art to supply her directs. If she has been 
generous and liberal, know that she still expects industry and 
application on our part, and revenges herself in proportion to 
our negligent ingratitude. The richest genius, like the most 
fertile soil, when uncultivated, shoots up into the rankest 
weeds ; and instead of vines and olives for the pleasure and 
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use of man, produces, to its slotliful owner, the niOsL abun- 
dant crop of poisons. 

, The great end of all human industiy, is the attainment; of 
happiness. For this were arts invented, sciences cultivated, 
laws ordained, aftd societies modelled, by the most profound 
wisdom of patriots and legislators. Even the lonely savage, 
who lies exposed to the inclemency of the elements, and the 
fury of wild beasts, forgets not, for a moment, this grand 
object of his being. Ignorant as he is of every art of life, he 
still keeps in view the end of all those arts, and eagerly seeks 
for felicity amidst that darkness with which he is environed. 
But as much as the wildest savage is inferior to the polished 
citizen, who, under the protection of laws, enjoys every con- 
venience which industry has invented ; so much is this citi- 
zen himself inferior to the man of virtue, and the true phi- 
losopher, who governs his appetites, subdues his passions, and 
has learned, from reason, to set a just value on every pursuit 
and enjoyment. For is there an art and an apprenticeship 
necessary for every other attainment ? And is there no art 
of life, no rule, no precepts to direct us in this iirincipal con- 
cern ? Can no particular pleasure be attained without skill ; 
and can the whole be regulated without reflection or intelli- 
gence, by the blind guidance of appetite and instinct? 
Surely then no mistakes are ever committed in this affair ; but 
every man, however dissolute and negligent, proceeds in the 
pursuit of happiness, with as unerring a motion, as that which 
the celestial bodies observe, when, conducted by the hand of 
the Almighty, they roll along the ethereal plains. But if 
mistakes be often, be inevitably committed, let us register 
these mistakes ; let us consider their causes ; let us weigh 
their importance; let us enquue for their remedies. When 
from this we have fixed all their rules of conduct, we are 
philoso])hers : When we have reduced these rules to practice, 
we are sages. 

Like many subordinate artists, employed to form the 
several wheels and spitngs of a machine : Such are those 
who excel in all the particular arts of life. He is the master 
workman who puts those several parts together ; moves them 
according to just hiirinony and proportion : and produces 
true felicity as the result of their conspiring order. 

While thou hast such an alluring object m view, shall that 
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labour and attention, requisite to the attainment of thj end, 
ever seem burdensome and intolerable ? Know, that this 
labour itself is the chief ingredient of the felicity to which 
thou aspirestjand that every enjo3"ment soon becomes insipid 
and distasteful, when not acquired by fati^e and industry. 
See the hardy hunters rise from their downy couches, shake 
off the slumbers which still weigh down their heavy eye-lids, 
and, ere Aurora has yet covered the heavens with her flaming 
mantle, hasten to the forest. They leave behind, in their 
own houses, and in the neighbouring plains, animals of every 
kind, whose flesh furnishes the most delicious fare, and which 
offer themselves to the fatal stroke. Laborious man disdains 
so easy a purchase. He seeks for a prey, which hides itself 
from his search, or flies from his xDursuit, or defends itself 
from his violence. Having exerted in the chace every jDas- 
sion of the mind, and every membex’ of the body, he then finds 
the charms of repose, and with joy compares its pleasures to 
those of his engaging labours. 

And can vigorous industry give pleasure to the pursuit 
even of the most worthless prey, which frequently escapes 
our toils ? And cannot the same industry render the culti- 
vating of our mind, the moderating of our passions, the 
enlightening of our reason, an Agreeable occux)ation ; while 
we are every day sensible of our T)rcgress, and behold our 
inward features and countenance brightening incessantly 
with new charms? Begin by curing yourself of this lethargic 
indolence ; the task is not difficult : Y'ou need but taste the 
sweets of honest labour. Proceed to learn the just value of 
every xDursuit ; long sludy is not requisite : Conix^re, though 
but for once, the mind to the body, virtue to fortune, and 
gloiy to x>leasure. You will then i)erceive the advantages of 
industry : You will then be sensible what are the proper 
objects of your industry. 

In vain do j’-ou seek repose from beds of roses : In vain do 
you ho-pe for enjoyment from the most delicious wines and 
fruits. Your indolence itself becomes a fatigue : Your plea- 
sure itself creates disgust. The mind, iinexercised, finds 
every delight insipid and loathsome ; and ere yet the body, 
full of noxious humours, feels the torment of its multiplied 
diseases, your nobler part is sensible of the invading poison, 
and seeks in^ainio relieve its pmxicty by new x^lo^'-sures, 
which still augmeiiL the fatal malady. 
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I need not tell yon, that, by this eager pursuit of pleasure, 
yon more and more exj)ose yonrself to fortune and accidents, 
and rivet your affections on external objects, Avhich chance 
may, in a moment, ravish from you. I shall su];)pose, that 
your indulgent stS^rs favour you still with the enjoyment of 
your riches and possessions. I prove to you, that even in 
the midst of your luxurious pleasures, you are unhappy ; and 
that by too much indulgence, you are incapable of enjoying 
what prosperous foidune still allows you to possess. 

But surely the instability of fortune is a consideration not 
to be overlooked or neglected. Happiness cannot possibly 
exist, where there is no security; and security can have no 
place, where fortune has any dominion. Though that un- 
stable deity should not exert her rage against you, the dread 
of it would still torment you ; would disturb your slumbers, 
hmint your dreams, and thi’ow a damp on the jollity of your 
most delicious banquets. 

The temple of wisdom is seated on a rock, above the rage 
of the fighting elements, and inaccessible to all the malice 
of man. The rolling thunder breaks below ; and those more 
terrible instruments of human fury reach not to so sublime 
a height. The sago, while ho breathes that serene air, looks 
down with pleasure, mixed -^filh compassion, on the errors of 
mistaken mortals, who blindly seek for the true path of life, 
and pursue riches, nobility, honour, or jjpwer, for genuine 
felicity. The greater loai’t he beholds disappointed of their 
fond wishes : Some lament, that having once possessed the 
object of their desires, it is ravished from them by envious 
fortune : And all eomjilain, that even their own vows, though 
granted, cannot give them happiness, or relieve the anxiety 
of their distracted minds. 

But does the sage always jireserve himself in this philoso- 
phical indifference, and rest contented with lamenting the 
miseries of mankind, without ever employing himself for 
their relief? Does he constantly indulge this severe wisdom, 
which, by pretending to^elevate him above human accidents, 
does in reality 1‘arden his heart, and render him cai’eless of 
the interests of mankind, and of society ^ 'No ; he knows 
that ill this sullen Apathy^ neither true wisdom nor true hap- 
piness can be found. He feels too strongly the charm of the 
social affections ever to counteract so sweet, so natural, so 
virtuous a propensity. Even when, bathed in tears, he 
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laments tlie miseries of human race^, of his country, of his 
friends, and unable to give succour, can only relieve them by 
compassion ; he yet rejoices in the generous disposition, and 
feels a satisfaction superior to that of the most indulged 
sense. So engaging are the sentiments humanity, that 
they brighten up the very face of sorrow, and operate like 
the sun, which, shining on a dusky cloud or falling rain, 
paints on them the most glorious colours which are to be 
found in the whole circle of nature. 

But it is not here alone, that the social virtues display 
their energy. With whatever ingredient you mix them, they 
are still predominant. As sorrow cannot overcome them, so 
neither can sensual pleasure obscure them. The joys of 
love, however tumultuous, banish not the tender sentiments 
of sympathy and affection. They even derive their chief in- 
fluence from that generous passion ; and when presented 
alone, afford nothing to the unhapjiy mind but lassitude and 
disgust. Behold this sprightly debauchee, who professes a 
contempt of all other pleasures but those of wine and jollity; 
Separate him from his companions, like a spark from a fire, 
where before it contributed to the general blaze : His alacrity 
suddenly extinguishes ; and though surrounded with every 
other means of delight, he lothes the sumptuous banquet, 
and prefers even the most abstracted study and speculation, 
as more agreeable and entertaining. 

But the social passions never afford such transporting 
pleasures, or make so glorious an aj^j^earance in the eyes 
both of GOD and man, as when, shaking off every earthly 
mixture, they associate themselves with the sentiments of 
iditue, and prompt us to laudable and worthy actions. As 
harmonious colours mutually give and receive a lustre by 
their friendly union ; so do these ennobling sentiments of 
the human mind. See the triumph of nature in parental 
affection ! What selfish passion ; what sensual delight is a 
match for it ’ Whether a man exults in the prosperity and 
virtue of his offspring, or flies to thSir succour, through the 
most threatening and iremendous dangers ? 

Proceed still in purifying the generous passion, you will 
still the more admire its shining glories. What charms are 
there in the harmony of minds, and in a friendsliqD founded 
on mutual esteem and gratitude ’ What satisfaction in re- 
lieving the distressed, in comforting the afflicted, in raising 
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tlie fallen, and in stopping the career of cruel fortune, or of 
more cruel man, in their insults over the good and virtuous ! 
But what supreme joy in the victories over vice as well as 
misery, when, by vii'tuous example or wise exhortation, our 
fellow-creatures are taught to govern their passions, reform 
their vices, and subdue their worst enemies, which inhabit 
within their own bosoms P 

But these objects are still too limited for the human mind, 
which, being of celestial origin, swells with the diviiiest and 
most enlarged affections, and carrying its attention beyond 
kindred and acquaintance, extends its benevolent wishes to 
the most distant posterity. It views liberty and laws as the 
source of human happiness, and devotes itself, with the ut- 
most alacrity, to their guardianship and protection. Toils, 
dangers, death itself carry their charms, when we brave 
them for the public good, and ennoble that being, which we 
generously sacrifice for the intei'ests of our country. Happj^ 
the man, whom indulgent fortune allows to pay to virtue 
what he owes to nature, and to make a generous gift of what 
must otherwise he ravished from him by cruel necessity ! 

In the true sage and patriot are united whatever can dis- 
tinguish human nature, or elevate mortal man to a resem- 
blance with the divinity. The softest benevolence, the most 
undaunted resolution, the tendcrost sentiments, the most 
sublime love of virtue, all these animate^ successively his 
transported bosom. What satisfaction, when he looks within, 
to find the most turbulent passions tunied to just haiunony 
and concord, and every jarring sound banished from this 
enchanting music ! If the contemplation, even of inanimate 
beauty, is so delightful ; if it ravishes the senses, even when 
the fair form is foreign to us : "^Vhat must he the effects of 
moral beauty? And what influence must it have, when it 
embellishes our own mind, and is the result of our own re- 
flection and industry ? 

Blit where is the reward of virtue? And what reco)n£>aic^ 
• has nature provided for s€ch important sacrifices, as those rf 
life and fortune, which ive must often make to it? Oh, sons of 
earth ! Are ye ignorant of the value of this celestial mis- 
tress ? And do ye meanly enquire for her portion, when ye 
observe her genuine charms ? But kiiovv\ that nature has 
been indulgent to human ^veakness, and has not leix, this 
favourite child, naked and unendowed. She has provided 

VOL. in. p 
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virtue with the richest dowry ; but being careful, lest the 
allurements of interest should engage such suitors, as were 
insensible of the native worth of so divine a beauty, she has 
wisely jDrovided, that this dowiy can have no charms but *m 
the eyes of those who are already transported Avith the love 
of Auiiue. Glohy is the portion of virtue, the sweet reward 
of honom’able toils, the triumphant crown, which covers the 
thoughtful head of the disinterested patriot, or the dusty 
brow of the victorious warrior. Elevated by so sublime a 
prize, the man of virtue looks down with contempt on all 
the allurements of ideasure, and all the menaces of danger. 
Death itself loses its terrors, when he considers, that its 
dominion extends only over a part of him, and that, in spite 
of death and time, the rage of the elements, and the endless 
vicissitudes of human affairs, he is assured of an immortal 
fame among all the sons of men. 

There surely is a being who presides over the universe ; 
and who, with infinite wisdom and power, has reduced the 
jarring elements into just order and proportion. Let specu- 
lative reasoners dispute, how far this beneficent being ex- 
tends his care, and whether he jDrolongs our existence beyond 
the grave, in order to bestow on virtue its just reward, and 
render it fully triumphant. ^The man of morals, Avithout 
deciding any thing on so dubious a subject, is satisfied Avith 
the portion, marked out to him by the suiDreme disposer of 
all things. Gratefully he accej>ts of that farther reward 
prepared for him ; but if disappointed, he thinks not virtue 
an emjjty name ; but justly esteeming it its own reward, he 
gratefully acknoAvledgos the bounty of his creator, who, by 
calling him into existence, has thereby afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of once accjuiring so invaluable a possession. 


Essay XYIL — The FlatonisO 

To some philosophers it appears matter of surprize, that all 
mankind, possessing the same nature, and being endoAved * 
with the same faculties, should yet differ so A\ddely in their 
pursuits and inclinations, and that one should utterly con- 
demn what is fondly sought after by another. To some it 
appears matter of still more surprize, that a man should 


* Or, the mau of coiitcmplation, vnd ijlalc&ui^hicctl devotion. 
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differ so widely from liiniself at different times ; and, after 
possession, reject with, disdain wliat, before, was the object 
of all bis vows and wishes. To me this feverisli uncertainty 
and irresolution, in human conduct, seems altogether un- 
avoidable ; nor cai^, a rational soul, made for the contempla- 
tion of the Supreme Being, and of his works, ever enjoy 
tranquillity or satisfaction, while detained in the ignoble 
pursuits of sensual pleasm’e or popular applause. The divinity 
is a boundless ocean of bliss and glory : Human minds are 
smaller streams, which, arising at first from this ocean, seek 
still, amid all their wanderings, to return to it, and to lose 
themselves in that immensity of perfection. When cheeked 
in this natural course, by vice or folly, they become furious 
and eniaged; and, swelling to a torrent, do then spread 
horror and devastation on the neighbouiing plains. 

In vain, by pompous phrase and passionate expression, each 
recommends his own pursuit, and invites the credulous hearers 
to an imitation of his life and manners. The heart belies 
the countenance, and sensibly feels, even amid the highest 
success, the unsatisfactory nature of all those pleasures, 
wliich detain it from its true object. I examine the volup- 
tuous man before enjoyment; I measure the vehemence of 
his desire, and the imj)ortance of his object; I find that all 
his happiness proceeds only from that hurry of thought, 
which takes him from himself, and turns his view from his 
guilt and misery. I consider him a moment after ; he has 
now enjoyed the j)leasm’e, which he fondly sought after. 
The sense of his guilt and misery returns upon him with 
double anguish : His mind tormented with fear and remorse ; 
his body depressed with disgust and satiety. 

But a more august, at least a more haughty personage, 
presents himself boldly to our censure ; and assuming the 
title of a i)hilosopher and a man of morals, offers to submit 
to the most rigid examination. He challenges, with a 
visible, though concealed impatience, our approbation and 
applause; and seems offended, that we should hesitate a 
moment before we break out into admiration of his virtue. 
Seeing this impatience, I hesitate still more : I begin to ex- 
amine the motives of his seeming virtue : But behold ! ere I 
can enter upon this enquiry, he flings himself from me ; and 
addressing his discourse to that crowd of heedless auditors, 
fondly abuses them by his magnificent pretensions. 
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0 philosoplier ! tliy wisdom is vain, and thy virtue un- 
profitable. Thou seekest the ignorant applauses of men, not 
tbe solid reflections of thy own conscience, or the more solid 
approbation of that being, who, with one regard of his all- 
seeing eye, penetrates the universe. Tli^u surely art con- 
scious of the hollowness of thy pretended probity, whilst 
calling thyself a citizen, a son, a friend, thou forgettast thy 
higher sovereign, thy true father, thy greatest benefactor. 
Where is the adoration due to infinite perfection, whence 
every thing good and valuable is derived ? Where is tlie 
gratitude, owing to thy creator, who called thee forth from 
nothing, who i)laced thee in all these relations to thy fallow- 
creatures, and requiring thee to fulfil the duty of each rela- 
tion, forbids thee to neglect what thou owest to himself, the 
most j)erfect being, to whom thou art connected by the 
closest tye ? 

But thou art thyself thy own idol : Thou worshippest thy 
imaginary perfections : Or rather, sensible of thy real imper- 
fections, thou seekest only to deceive the world, and to please 
tliy fancy, by multiplying thy ignorant admirers. Thus, not 
content with neglecting what is most escellent in the imi- 
verse, thou desirest to substitute in his place what is most 
vile and contemptible. • 

Consider all the works of men’s hands ; all the inventions 
of human wit, in which thon aflfectest so nice a discernment : 
Thou wilt find, tliat the most perfect production still pro- 
ceeds from the most jpeifect thought, and that it is ikiiNi) 
alone, which we admire, w’hile we bestow our applause on 
the graces of Vj weU-j)roportioned statue, or the symmetry of 
a noble pile. The statuary, the ai’chitect comes still in view, 
and makes ns reflect on the beauty of his art and contriv- 
ance, which, from a heap of unformed matter, could extract 
such expressions and proportions. This superior beauty of 
thought and intellig'ence thou thj’self acknowledgest, v/lule 
thou invitest us to contemplate, in thy conduct, the harmony 
of affections, the dignity of sentiuients, and all those giaces • 
of a mind, which chiefly merit our attention. But Tvhy 
stoppest thou short‘d Seest thou nothing farther that is 
valuable ? Amid thy rapturous applauses of beauty and 
order, art thou still ignorant where is to be found the most 
coiisummalo beauty the most perfect order? Compare 
the woiks of art with those of nature. The one are but 
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imitations of tlie other. The neai’cr art approaches to na- 
ture, the more perfect is it esteemed. But still, how vrido 
are its nearest approaches, and what an immense interval 
may be observed between them ? Art coi^ies only the out- 
side of nature, leavSig tho inward a.nd more admirable springs 
and principles ; as exceeding her imitation ; as beyond her 
comprehension. Art copies only the minute productions of 
nature, despairing to reach that grandeur and magnificence, 
which are so astonishing in the masterly works of her oi’igi- 
nal. Can we then ho so blind as not to discover an intelli- 
gence and a design in the exquisite and most stupendous 
contrivance of the universe ? Can we be so stupid as not to 
feel the wannest raptures of worship and adoration, upon 
the contemplation of that intelligent being, so infinitely good 
and wise ? 

The most perfect happiness, surely, must ai'ise from tho 
contemplation of the most perfect object. But what more 
perfect than beauty and vu-tue ? And where is beauty to ho 
found equal to that of the universe? Or vii’tue, which can 
be compared to the benevolence and justice of the Deity ? 
If aught can diminish the pleasure of this contemphition, 
it must bo either the narrowness of our faculties, which con- 
ceals from us the greatest part of these beauties and perfec- 
tions j or the shortness of our lives, which allows not timo 
sufficient to instruct ns in them. But ib is our comfort, 
that, if we employ worthily the faculties here assigned us, 
they will be enlarged in another state of existence, so as to 
render us more suitable worshippers of our maker : And that 
tbe task, which can never be finisbed in time, will bo tho 
business of an eternity. 


Essay XYITI . — The Sceptic. 

I HAVE long entertained a suspicion, with regard to the de- 
cisions of philosophers upon all subjects, and found in my self 
a greater mclination to dispute, than assent to their eoiiclu- 
sions. There is one mistake, to which they seem liable, 
almost without exception; they confine too much their 
principles, and malce no account of th.it vast variety, which 
naturu has so much afibeted in all her operations. \\’hen a 
philosopher has once laid hold of a favourite i>rmcipjle, which 
perh-.ips accounts for many natuial eficcts, ho extends the 
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same principle over the wliole creation^ and reduces to it 
every plneiiomenon, thougli by the most violent and absurd 
reasonmo\ Our own mind being narrow and contracted, we 
cannot extend our conception to the variety and extent of 
natme ; but imagine, that she is as miftjh bounded in her 
operations, as we are in our speculation. 

But if ever this intirmity of x^hilosophers is to be suspected 
on any occasion, it is in their reasonmgs concerning human 
life, and the methods of attaining hai^piness. In that case, 
they are led astray, not only by the narrowness of their 
understandings, but by that also of their passions. Almost 
every one has a predominant inclination, to which his other 
desires and affections submit, and which governs him, though, 
perhaps, with some intervals, through the whole course of 
his life. It is difficult for him to aj)prehend, that any thing, 
which appears totally indifferent to him, can ever give en- 
joyment to any person, or can possess charms, which alto- 
gether escape his obseiwation. His own pursuits are always, 
in his account, the most engaging : The objects of his passion, 
the most valuable : And the road, which he pursues, the only 
one that leads to happiness. 

But would these prejudiced reasoners reflect a moment, 
there are many obvious instances and arguments, sufficient to 
undeceive them, and mate them enlarge their maxims and 
principles. Do they not see the vast variety of inclinations 
and pursuits among our species ; where each man seems fully 
satisfied with his own course of life, and would esteem it the 
gi eatest unhappiness to be confined to that of his neighbour? 
Do they not feel in themselves, that what pleases at one 
time, displeases at another, by the change of iuchnation ; 
and that it is not in their power, by their utmost efforts, to 
recall that taste or appetite, which formerly bestowed charms 
on w’hat now appears indifferent or disagreeable ? What is 
the meaning therefore of those general preferences of the 
town or country life, of a life of action or one of pleasure, of 
retirement or society ; -when besides the different inclinations 
of different men, every one^s experience may convince him, 
that each of these kinds of life is agreeable in its turn, and 
that their variety or their judicious mixture chiefly con- 
tributes to the rendering all of them agreeable. 

But shall this business be allowed to go altogether at 
adventimes ? And must a man consult only his humour and 
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inclination, in order to determine Ids course of life, without 
emxdojiii{^ liis reason to inform him what road is x^referable, 
ai;d leads most surely to happiness ^ Is there no dihereuce 
then between one man’s conduct and another ? 

I answer, there fe a great difference. One man, following 
his inclination, in chusing his course of life, may employ 
much surer means for succeeding than another, who is led 
by his inclination into the same course of life, and x)ursues 
the same object. Are riches the chief object of your desires? 
Acquire skill in your profession ; be diligent in the exercise 
of it ; enlarge the circle of yoim friends and acquaintance ; 
avoid pleasure and expense ; and never be generous, but 
with a view of gaining more than you could save by frugality. 
Would you acquire the 2^'^d)Uc esteem ^ Guard equally against 
the extremes of arrogance and faivning. Let it appear that 
you set a value upon yourself, but without despising others. 
If you fall into either of the extremes, you either jirovoke 
men’s pride by your insolence, or teach them to despise you 
by your timorous submission, and by the mean ox)inion which 
you seem to entertain of yourself. 

These, you say, are the maxims of common j)rudence, and 
discretion; what every j)arent inculcates on his child, and 
what every man of sense pursues in the course of life, which 
he has chosen. — What is it then you desire more? Do you 
come to a jihilosoxiher as to a cunnhuj maiiy to learn some- 
thing by magic or witchcraft, beyond what can be known by 

common prudence and discretion ? Tes ; we come to a 

j)hilosopher to be instructed, how we shall chuse our ends, 
more than the means for attaining these ends : We want 
to know what desire we shall gratify, what i^assion we shall 
comply with, what aj)x>stite we shall indulge. As to the rest, 
we trust to common sense, and the general maxims of the 
world for our instruction. 

I am sorry then, I have i>retended to be a xihilosopher : 
For I find your questions very jpeiqDlexing ; and am in dan- 
ger, if my answer be too '’bigid and severe, of passing for a 
pedant and scholastic : if it be too easy and free, ot being 
taken for a xn-eacher of vice and immorality. However, to 
satisfy you, I shall deliver my ox)inion upon the matter, and 
shall only desire you to esteem it of as little consequence as 
I do myself. By that means you will neither think it 
worthy of your ridicule nor your anger. 
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If we can depend upon any j)rinciple, wliicli we learn from 
pliilosophy^ thiSj I think, may be considered as certain and 
undoubted, that there is nothing, in itself, valuable or de- 
spicable, desirable or hateful, beautiful or deformed; but 
that these attributes aiise from the particular constitution 
and fabric of human sentiment and affection. What seems 
the most delicious food to one animal, appears loathsome to 
another : What affects the feeling of one with delight, pro- 
duces uneasiness in another. This is confessedly the case 
with regard to all the bodily senses : But if we examine the 
matter more accurately, we shall find, that the same obser- 
vation holds even where the mind conem’s with the body, 
and mingles its sentiment with the exterior appetite. 

Desire this x^assior.ate lover to give you a character of his 
mistress : He will tell 3’ou, that he is at a loss for words to 
describe her charms, and will ask you very seriously if ever 
you vrere acquainted with a goddess or an angel ? If you 
answer that you never were : He will then say, that it is im- 
possible for you to form a conception of such divine beauties 
as those which his charmer possesses ; so complete a shape ; 
such well-proportioned features ; so engaging an air ; such 
sweetness of disposition ; such gaiety of humour. You can 
infer nothing, however, from, ail this discourse, but that the 
poor man is in love ; and that the general appetite between 
the sexes, which nature has infused into all animals, is in 
him determined to a j)articular object by some qualities, 
which give liiin pleasure. 'The same divine creature, not only 
to a different animal, but also to a different man, appears a 
mere mortal being, and is beheld with the utmost indifference. 

hTature has given all animals a like prejudice in favour of 
their offspring. As soon as the helpless infant sees the light, 
though in every other eye it appears a despicable and a 
miserable creature, it is regarded by its fond parent with the 
utmost affection, and is preferred to every other object, how- 
ever perfect and accomplished. The passion alone, arising 
from the original structure and foitnation of human nature, 
bestows a value on the most insignificant object. 

We may push the same observation further, and may con- 
clude, that, even when the mind operates alone, and feeling 
the sentiment of blame or approbation, pronounces one object 
defoimed and odious, another beaiiriful and amiable ; I say, 
that, even in this case, those qualities are not really in the 



THE SCEPTIC. 


217 


objects, blit belong entirely to the sentiment of that mind 
wliicli blames or praises. I grant, tbat it ydll be more dilH- 
gult to make tbis proposition evident, and as it -were, palpable, 
to negligent thinkers ; because nature is more uniforin in tlie 
sentiments of the mind than in most feelings of the body, 
and produces a nearer resemblance in the invrard than in the 
outward part of human kind. There is something ajmroach- 
ing to princiides in mental tastes ; and ciitics can reason and 
dispute more plausibly than cooks or perfumers. We may 
observe, however, that this uniformity among human kind, 
hinders not, but that there is a considerable diversity in the 
sentiments of beauty and worth, and that education, custom, 
prejudice, cai^rice, and hiunoui", frequently vary our taste of 
this kind. You will never convince a man, who is not accus- 
tomed to Italiait music, and has not an ear to follow its 
intricacies, that a Scotch tune is not preferable. You have 
not even amy single argument, beyond your own taste, which 
you can employ in your behalf : And to your antagonist, his 
particular taste will always appear a more convincing argu- 
ment to the contrary. If you be wise, each of you will allow, 
that the other may be in the right ; and having many other 
instances of this diversity of taste, you will both confess, that 
beauty and worth are merely of a relative nature, and consist 
ill an agreeable sentiment, produced by an object in a par- 
ticular mind, according to the peculiar structure and consti- 
tution of that mind. 

By this diversity of sentiment, observable in human kind, 
nature has, perhaps, intended to make ns sensible of her 
authority, and let us see what surprizing changes she could 
produce on the passions and desires of mankind, merely by 
the change of their inward fabric, without any alteration on 
the objects. The vulgar may even be convinced by this 
argument : But men, accustomed to thinking, may draw 
a more convincing, at least a more general argument, from 
the very nature of the subject. 

In the oj>eration of i*feasoning, the mind does nothing but 
run over its objects, as they are supposed to stand in reality, 
vrithout adding any thing to them, or diminishing any thing 
from them. T£ I examine the Ptolomaio and Copeun’icah 
systems, I endeavour only, by my enquiries, to kno\v the leal 
situation of the planets ; that is, in other words, I ciide<ivonr 
to give them, in my conception, the same relations, that they 
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bear towards eacli other in the hearens. To this operation 
of the mindj therefore, there seems to be always a real, 
though often an unknown standard, in the nature of things ; 
nor is truth or falsehood rariable by the various apprehen- 
sions of mankind. Though all human race should for ever 
conclude, that the sun moves, and the earth remains at rest, 
the sun stirs not an inch from his place for all these reason- 
ings ; and such conclusions are eternally false and erroneous. 

But the case is not the same with the equalities of heaiitiful 
and deformed^ desirable and odious, as with truth and falsehood. 
In the former case, the mind is not content with merely sur- 
veying its objects, as they stand in themselves : It also feels 
a sentiment of delight or uneasiness, approbation or blame, 
consequent to that survey ; and this sentiment determines it 
to affix the e23itliet hemitiful or deformed, desirable or odious* 
Now, it is evident, that this sentiment must dejpend upon the 
j)articular fabric or structure of the mind, which enables 
such particular forms to operate in such a particular manner, 
and produces a sympathy or conformity between the mind 
audits objects. Yary the structure of the mind or inward 
organs, the sentiment no longer follows, though the form 
remains the same. The sentiment being different from the 
object, and arising fi'om its operations upon the organs of the 
mind, an alteration upon the latter must vary the effect, nor 
can the same objegt, presented to a mind totally different, 
produce the same sentiment. 

This conclusion every one is apt to draw of himself, with- 
out much philosoqihy, where the sentiment is evidently dis- 
tinguishable from the object. Who is not sensible, that 
power, and glory, and vengeance, are not desirable of them- 
selves, but derive all their value from the structure of human 
passions, which begets a desire towards such particular j)ur- 
suits ? But with regard to beauty, either natural or moral, 
the case is commonly supj)Osed to be different. The agree- 
able quality is thought to lie in the object, not in the senti- 
ment; and that merely because th% sentiment is not so 
turbulent and violent as to distinguish itself, in an evident 
manner, from the qDerce^Dtion of the object. 

But a little reflection sufiices to distinguish them. A man 
may know exactly all the circles and ellixDses of the Copeh- 
KiCAN system, and all the irregular spirals of the Ptolomaic, 
without perceiving that the former is more beautiful than 
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tlie latter. Euclid lias fully explained every quality of the 
cii’clc, but has not, in any proposition, said a 'word of its 
beauty. The reason is evident. Beauty is not a quality of 
the cn’cle. It lies not in any part of the line ivliose parts are 
all equally distant from a common center. It is only the 
effect, which that figure xiroduces upon a mind, whose par- 
ticular fabric or structure renders it susceptible of such 
sentiments. In vain would you look for it in the circle, or 
seek it, either by your senses, or by mathematical reasonings, 
in all the pro]perties of that figure. 

The mathematician, who took no other pleasure in reading 
Yiruil, but that of examining Eneas’s voyage by the map, 
might perfectly understand the meaning of every Latin 
word, employed by that divine author; and consequently, 
might have a distinct idea of the whole narration. He would 
even have a more distinct idea of it, than they could attain 
who had not studied so exactly the geography of the poem. 
He knew, therefore, every thing in the poem : But he was 
ignorant of its beauty ; because the beaut}", properly speaking, 
lies not in the poem, but in the sentiment or taste of the 
reader. And where a man has no such delicacy of temper, 
as to make him feel this sentiment, he must be ignorant of 
the beauty, though possessed of the science and under- 
standing of an angel.^ 

The inference upon the whole is, that Jt is not from the 
value or worth of the object, which any person pursues, that 
we can determine his enjoyment, but merely from the passion 
with which he pursues it, and the success which he meets 
with in his pursuit. Objects have absolutely no w^orth or 
value in themselves. They derive their worth merely from 
the passion. If that be strong, and steady, and successful, 
the person is happy. It cannot reasonably be doubted, but 


^ Were I not afraid of appearing 
too pliilobopliical, 1 slioiild ronimd my 
redder of that famous doctrine, suppobcd 
to lic lully proved in modern times, 
‘That tibtes and colours, and all otlier 
sensililu (pialitics, lie not in tlie bodies, 
but merely in the senses ’ The case ib 
the same ^ith beauty and deformity, 
outlie and -Mce Ihis doctrine, liov'- 
ever, takeb off no more from the re.dity 
of the latter qiialitie'^, than fium that 
of the former , nor need it give any 
umbrage cither to eiitics or morali‘-ts. 


Tho’ coloiirb vero allowed to lie only m 
the eye, vould dyeib orpamtcis ever be 
less legaided or osteemed ? Theie is a 
sufficient uniformity in the senst^ an I 
feeling'^ of inankiial, to make all thebo 
qualities the oljtcts of art and reason- 
ing .md to have the greatest uifluence 
on life and manners And as tis cer- 
tain that the discovery above-un ntiuiied 
in natural philosopln, maizes no aiteia- 
tion on actual and conduct , ivliv should 
a like di-eoctiy in moral phiiobuphy 
make any alt -ration ? 
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a little miss, dressed in a- new gown for a dancing-scliool 
ball, receives as compleat enjoyment as the greatest orator, 
who triumphs in the splendour of his eloquence, while he^ 
governs the passions and resolutions of a numerous assenibl3% 

All the difierence, therefore, betweeii one man and another, 
with regard to life, consists either in the j}assiony or in the 
evjoijment : And these differences are sulScient to produce 
the wide extremes of happiness and misery. 

To bo happy, the ‘pusslon must neither be too violent nor 
too remiss. In the first case, the mind is in a perpetual hurry 
and tumult ; in the second, it sinks into a disagreeable indo- 
lence and lethargy. 

To be happy, the passion must bo benign and social ; not 
rough or fierce. The affections of the latter kind are not 
near so agreeable to the feeling, as those of the former. 
TvTio will compare rancour and animosity, envy and revenge, 
to friendship, benignity, clemency, and gratitude ? 

To be happy, the passion must be chearful and gay, nob 
gloomy and melancholy. A propensity to hope and joy is 
real riches : One to fear and sorrow, real p^overty. 

Some passions or inclinations, in the enjoyment of their 
object, are not so steady or constant as others, nor convoy 
such durable ideasure and satisfaction. FJiilosophical devotion^ 
for instance, like the enthusiasm of a poet, is the transitory 
effect of high spirits, great leisure, a fine genius, and a habit 
of study and contemplation : But notwithstanding all these 
circumstances, an abstract, invisible object, like that which 
natnred religion alone presents to ns, cannot long actuate the 
mind, or be of any moment in life. To render the passion 
of continuance, we must find some method of affecting the 
senses and imagination, and must embrace ^omoliUtoncal^ as 
well as philosophical account of the divinity. Popular super- 
stitions and observances are even found to be of use in this 
particular. 

Though the tempers of men be very different, yet we may 
safely pronounce in general, that a Itfe of pleasure cannot 
support itself so long as one of business, but is much more 
subject to satiety and disgust. The amusements, which are 
the most durable, have all a mixture of application and 
attention in them ; such as gaming and hunting. And in 
general, business and action fill up all the great vacancies 
in human life. 
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But -wliere the temper is the best disposed for any enjoy- 
rnenty the object is often wanting : And in this respect, the 
jj^assions, which pursue external objects, contribute not so 
much to happiness, as those which rest in ourselves ; since we 
are neither so ct=itain of attaining such objects, nor so secure 
ill possessing them. A passion for learning is preferable, 
with regard to happiness, to one for riches. 

Some men are possessed of great strength of mind; and even 
when they pimsue external objects, are not much affected by 
a disappointment, but renew their application and industry 
with the greatest chearfulness. Nothing contributes more 
to hapjiiness than such a turn of mind. 

According to this short and imperfect sketch of human 
life, the happiest disposition of mind is the virtuous ; or, in 
other words, that which leads to action and emjiloyment, 
renders us sensible to the social passions, steels the heart 
against the assaults of fortune, reduces the affections to a 
just moderation, makes our own thoughts an entertainment 
to us, and inclines us rather to the pleasures of society and 
conversation, than to those of fche senses. This, in the mean 
time, must be obvious to the most careless reasoner, that all 
dispositions of mind are not alike favourable to happiness, 
and that one passion or humour may bo extremely desirable, 
while another is equally disagreeable. And indeed, all the 
difference between the conditions of life depends upon the 
mind ; nor is there any one situation of affairs, in itself, pre- 
ferable to another. Good and ill, both natural and moral, 
are entirely relative to human sentiment and affection. No 
man would ever be unhapj)y, could he alter his feelings. 
PnoTEUS-like, he would elude all attacks, by the continual 
alterations of his shape and form. 

But of this resource nature has, in a great measure, deprived 
us. The fabric and constitution of our mind no more depends 
on our choice, than that of our body. The generality of men 
have not even the smallest notion, that any alteration in this 
respect can ever be desirable. As a stream necessarily 
follows the several inclinations of the ground, on which it 
runs ; so are the ignorant and thoughtless part of mankind 
actuated by their natural propensities. Such are effectuahy 
excluded from all pretensions to philosoiihy, and the ^ineJicine 
of the 'iiiiiid, so much boasted. But even upon the wise and 
thoughtful, nature has a predigious inffaeneo ; ncr is it always 
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in a man’s i^ower, by the utmost art and industry, to correct 
bis temper, and attain that Tirtuons character, to wliicb be 
aspires. Tbe empire of j)bilosopby extends over a few ; and 
witb regard to these too, her authority is very weak and 
limited. Men may well be sensible of th^ value of virtue, 
and may desire to attain it ; but it is not always certain, that 
they will be successful in their wishes. 

Whoever considers, without j)rejudice, the course of hu- 
man actions, will find, that mankind are almost entirely 
guided by constitution and temper, and that general maxims 
have little influence, so far as they affect om: taste or senti- 
ment. If a man have a lively sense of honour and virtue, 
with moderate passions, his conduct will always be conform- 
able to the rules of morality ; or if he depart from them, liis 
return will be easy and expeditious. On the other hand, 
where one is born of so perverse a frame of mind, of so cal- 
lous and insensible a disiiosition, as to have no relish for 
virtue and humanity, no sympathy with his fellow-creatures, 
no desire of esteem and applause ; such a one must be al- 
lowed entirely incurable, nor is there any remedy in philo- 
sophy. He reaps no satisfaction but from low and sensual 
objects, or from the indulgence of malignant passions : He 
feels no remorse to controul his vicious inclinations ; He has 
not even that sense or taste, which is requisite to make him 
desire a better character : For my part, I know not how I 
should address myself to such a one, or by what arguments I 
should endeavour to reform him. Should I tell him of the 
inward satisfaction which results from laudable and humane 
actions, the delicate pleasure of disinterested love and friend- 
ship, the lasting enjoyments of a good name and an estab- 
lished character, he might still reply, that these were, per- 
haps, pleasures to such as were susceptible of them ; but 
that, for his part, he finds himself of a quite different turn 
and disposition. I must repeat it ; my philosophy affords no 
remedy in such a case, nor could I do anything but lament 
this person’s unhappy condition. Rut then I ask. If any 
other philosophy can afford a remedy ; or if it be possible, by 
any system, to render all mankind virtuous, however per- 
verse may be their natural frame of mind ? Experience will 
soon convince ns of the contrary; and I will venture to 
affirm, that, perhaps, the chief benefit, which results from 
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philosoplij:, arises in an indirect manner,^ and j>roceeds more 
from its secret, insensible influence, than from its immediate 
application. 

' It is certain, tliat a serious attention to tbe sciences and 
liberal arts softeijs and humanizes tbe temper, and cherishes 
those fine emotions, in which true virtue and honour consists. 
It rarelj, very rarely happens, that a man of taste and learn- 
ing is not, at least, an honest man, whatever frailties may 
attend him. The bent of his mind to speculative studies 
must mortify in him the passions of interest and ambition, 
and must, at the same time, give him a greater sensibility 
of all the decencies and duties of life. He feels more fully 
a moral distinction in characters and manners ; nor is his 
sense of this kind diminished, but, on the contrary, it is 
much encreased, by speculation. 

Besides such insensible changes upon the temper and dis- 
position, it is highly probable, that others may be produced 
by study and aj)p]ication. The ^nodigious effects of educa- 
tion may convince us, that the mind is not altogether stub- 
born and inflexible, but will admit of many alterations from 
its original make and structure. Let a man propose to him- 
self the model of a character, which he approves : Let him 
be well acquainted with those particulars, in which his own 
character deviates from this model : Let him keep a constant 
watch over himself, and bend his mind, by a continual effort, 
from the vices, towards the virtues ; and I doubt not but, in 
time, he will find, in his temper, an alteration for the better. 

Habit is another powerful means of reforming the mind, 
and imiflanting in it good dispositions and inclinations. A 
man, who continues in a course of sobriety and temperance, 
will hate riot and disorder: If he engage in business or 
study, indolence will seem a punishment to him : If he con- 
strain himself to practise beneficence and affability, he will 
soon abhor all instances of yvide and violence. Where one 
is thoroughly convinced that the virtuous course of life is 
preferable ; if he have resolution enough, for some time, 
to impose a violence on himself ; his reformation needs not 
be despateed of. The misfortune is, that this conviction and 
this resolution never can have place, unless a man be, before- 
hand, tolerably virtuous. 

1 [Tlio remaimVr of tins sentence docs not occur in Editions C and I) ] 
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Here tlieii is the chief triumph of art an J philosophy : It 
insensibly refines the temper^, and it points oat to ns those 
dispositions ndiich we should endeavour to attain, by a 
conslant heat of mind, and by reiDcated halnt. Beyond this 
I cannot acknowledge it to have great iiiflii^nce ; and I must 
entertain doubts concerning all those exhortations and 
consolations, which are in such vogue among speculative 
reasoners. 

We have already observed, that no objects are, in them- 
selves, desirable or odious, valuable or despicable ; but that 
objects acquire these qualities from the particular character 
and constitution of the mind, which surveys them. To di- 
minish therefore, or augment any person’s value for an object, 
to excite or moderato his passions, there are no direct argu- 
ments or reasons, which can be employed with any force or 
influence. The catching of flies, like Do^jitiaiv, if it give 
more pleasure, is preferable to the hunting of wild beasts, 
like Wii/LiAor Eurus, or conquering of kingdoms, lilie 
ALEXAXDSn. 

But though the value of every object can be determined 
only by the sentiment or passion of evei'y individual, we may 
observe, that the passion, in pronouncing its verdict, con- 
siders not the object simply, as it is in itself, but surveys it 
with all the circumstances, -which attend it. A man trans- 
ported with joy, on account of his possessing a diamond, 
confines not liis view to the glistering stone before him : He 
also considers its rarity, and thence chiefly arises his pleasure 
and exultation. Here therefore a philosopher may step in, 
and suggest particular views, and considerations, and cm- 
ciimstances, which otherwise would have escaped us ; and, 
hy that means, he may cither moderate or excite any 
particular passion. 

It may seem unreasonable absolutely to deny the authority 
-of philo 30 ]phy in this respect : But it must be confessed, tliat 
there lies this strong presumption against it, that, if these 
views be natural and obvious, they •i'ould have occurred of 
themselves, without the assistance of philosophy; if they 
bo not natural, they never can have any influence on the 
atlbctiuiis. are of a very delicate nature, and can- 

not; bo forced or constrained by the utmost art or industry. 
A consideration, which we seek for on j)urpose, which wo 
enter into with difficulty, which we cannot retain without 
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care and aitenlioii, will never produce tliose genuine and 
durable movements of passion, which, are the result of nature, 
and the constitution of the mind. A man may as well 
I)retend to cure himself of love, by viewing his mistress 
through the artifimal medium of a microscope or prosj)ect, 
and beholding there the coarseness of her skin, and monstrous 
disproportion of her features, as hope to excite or moderate 
any passion by the artificial arguments of a Sei^ega or an 
Epictetus. The remembrance of the natural aspect and 
situation of the object, will, in both cases, still recur upon 
him. The reflections of philosophy are too subtile and 
distant to take place in common life, or eradicate any affec- 
tion. The air is too fine to breathe in, where it is above the 
winds and clouds of the atmosphere. 

Another defect of those refined reflections, which philo- 
sophy suggests to us, is, that commonly they cannot diminish 
or extinguish our vicious passions, without diminishing or 
extinguishing such as are virtuous, and rendering the mind 
totally indifferent and unactive. They are, for the most part, 
general, and are applicable to all our affections. In vain do 
we hoiDe to direct their influence only to one side. If by in- 
cessant study and meditation we have rendered them inti- 
mate and present to us, they will operate throughout, and 
spread an universal insensibility over the mind. When we 
destroy the nerves, we extinguish the sgnse of pleasure, 
together with that of pain, in the human body. 

It will be easy, by one glance of the eye to find one or 
other of these defects in most of those philosophical reflec- 
tions, so much celebrated both in ancient and modern times. 
Let not the injuries or violence of men, say the philosophers,' 
ever discomi'^ose you hy anger or hatred. Would you he angry at 
the ape for its malice^ or the tyger for its ferocity? This re- 
flection leads us into a bad opinion of human nature, and 
must extinguish the social affections. It tends also to pre- 
vent all remorse for a maiVs own crimes ; when he considers, 
that vice is as natural to fiiankind, as the particular instincts 
to brute-creatures. 

All ills arise from the order of the universe;, %vhich is uhso^ 
lately perfect. Would you, wish to disturb so divine an order 
for the sahe of your own particular interest ^ "What if the ills 
I suffer arise from malice or oppression^ But the vices and 
* Plut. de ira cohibenda. 



226 


ESSAY XYUT. 


imperfections of men are also comprehended in the order of the 
nniverse : 

If plagues and earthquakes Ireak not hcav'n's design^ 

Why then a Borgia or a Catiline ? * 

• 

Let this he allowed ; and my own vices will also he a part of 
the same order. 

^ To one who said, that none were happy, who were not 
above opinion, a Spabtan replied, then none are happy h%it 
hiaves and rohhers.^ 

Man is horn to he miserable j and is he siirpmzed at any par^ 
ticiilar misfortune? And can he give loay to so7Tow and 
lame^itation upon account of any disaster? Yes: He very 
reasonably laments, that he should be born to be miserable. 
Tour consolation presents a hundred ills for one, of which 
you pretend to ease him. 

You should always have before your eyes death, disease, 
poverty, blindness, exile, calumny, and infamy, as ills %uhich 
are incident to hxman nature. If any 07ie of these ills fall to 
your lot, you loill bear it the better*, when you, have reclconed 
^ipon it, I answer, if we confine ourselves to a general and 
distant reflection on the ills of human life, that can have no 
effect to prepare us for them. -If by close and intense medi- 
tation we render them present and intimate to us, that is the 
true secret for poisoning all our pleasures, and rendering ns 
perpetually miserable. 

Your sorrow is fruitless, and ‘will not change the cov,rse of 
destiny, Yery tiTie : And for that very reason I am sorry. 

Cicero’s consolation for deafness is somewhat curious, 
Soiv many languages are there, says he, which you do not 
miderstand ? The Yvmc, Spanish, Gallic, -^Egyptian, &c. 
With regard to all these, you are as if you ivere deaf, yet you 
are indifferent about the matter. Is it then so great a misfor^ 
tune to be deaf to one language more ^ 

I like better the repartee of Antipatee the Cteeniao, 
when some women were condoling^ with him for his blind- • 
ness : What ! says he, Do you ihmJc there are no pleasures in 
the davTc ? 

Nothing caii be more destructive, says Tontenelle, to am- 
bition, and the passion for conquest, than the true syston of 

* [This paragraph does not occur in ~ Pltjt Lacon, Apophthcg, 

Editions C and I).} 3 Qu^st, lib. y. 40 . 
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a$tro)toiny. What a^oor thing is even the whole glolc in com- 
parison of the infinite extent of nature ? This consideration is 
ejidentlj too distant ever to have any effect. Or, if it had 
any, would it not destroy patriotism as well as ambition ? 
The same gallan-b author adds with some reason, that the 
bright eyes of the ladies are the only objects, which lose 
nothing of their lustre or value from the most extensive views 
of astronomy, but stand proof against every system. Would 
philosophers advise us to limit our affection to them? 

^ Uxile^ says Plutaech to a friend in banishment, is no 
evil: Mathematicians tell us, that the whole earth is hut a 
point, compared to the heavens. To change one^s country then 
is little more than to remove from one street to another. Man 
is not a plant, rooted to a certain spot of earth : All soils and 
all climates are alike suited to him These topics are admi- 
rable, could they fall only into the hands of banished persons. 
But what if they come also to the knowledge of those who 
are employed in public affairs, and destroy all their attach- 
ment to their native country? Or will they operate like the 
quack’s medicine, which is equally good for a diabetes and a 
dropsy ? 

It is certain, were a superior being thrust into a human 
body, that the whole of life fv^ould to him appear so mean, 
contemptible, and puerile, that he never could be induced to 
take part in any thing, and would scai’cely^give attention to 
wliat passes around him. To engage him to such a con- 
descension as to play even the part of a Philip with zeal 
and alacrity, would be much more difficult, than to cozistrain 
the same Philip, after having been a king and a conquer oi* 
during fifty years, to mend old shoes with proper care and 
attention ; the occupation which Luciah assigns him in the 
infernal regions. Now all the same topics of disdain towards 
human affairs, which could operate on this supposed being, 
occur also to a philosopher ; but being, in some measure, dis- 
proportioned to human capacity, and not being fortified by 
the experience of any tSing better, they make not a full 
impression on him. He sees, but he feels not sufficiently 
their truth ; and is always a sublime philosopher, when he 
needs not; that is, as long as nothing disturbs him, or rouzes 
his affections. While others play, he wonders at their keen- 

* [The two following paragraphs do not occur in Editions C and D 1 

2 Be exiho. 
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ness and ardour ; but he no sooner puts in his own stake, 
than he is commonly transported with the same passions, 
that he had so much condemned, while he remained a simpje 
spectator. 

There are two considerations chiefly, to be met with in 
books of philosophy, from which any important effect is to 
be expected, and that because these considerations are drawn 
from common life, and occur upon the most superficial view 
of human affairs. When we reflect on the shortness and 
uncertainty of life, how despicable seem all our pursuits of 
happiness? And even, if we would extend our concern 
beyond our own life, how frivolous appear our most enlarged 
and most generous projects ; when we consider the incessant 
changes and revolutions of human affairs, by which laws and 
learnmg, books and governments are hurried away by time, 
as by a rapid stream, and are lost in the immense ocean of 
matter ? Such a reflection certainly tends to mortify all our 
passions : But does it not thereby counterwoi'k the artifice of 
nature, who has haj>pily deceived us into an opinion, that 
human hfe is of some importance ? And may not such a 
reflection be employed with success by voluptuous reasoners, 
in order to lead us, from the paths of action and virtue, into 
the flowery fields of indolence amd pleasure ? 

We are informed by Thucydides, that, during the famous 
plague of Athens, when death seemed present to every one, 
a dissolute mirth and gaiety prevailed among the people, 
who exhorted one another to make the most of life as long 
as it endured, ^ The same observation is made by Bocoace 
with regard to the plague of Flokence. A like j)rinciple 
makes soldiers, duiung war, be more addicted to riot and ex- 
pence, than any other race of men. ^ present pleasure is 
always of importance ; and whatever diminishes the impor- 
tance of all other objects must bestow on it an additional 
influence and value. 

The second jihilosophical consideration, which may often 
have an influence on the affections^ is derived from a coni- 
j)arison of our own condition with the condition of others. 
This comparison we are continually making, even in common 

* [Tlii& s^'iittiiee do,.s not occur in Pence, by })rotIuciiiir Security, lias nuicli 

Editiuiib C aud Jj ] altci’d them in this Particular, and li.is 

* [In ijlace of this scareiice Editions quite removM our Officers fioni the 
C and D road as follo'u s And tis oh- geiitious Character of their Profes- 
fccLiaUe IP this Kiagdiim tlut Lmg non] 
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life ; but the misfortune is, that we are rather apt to com- 
pare our situation with that of our superiors, than with that 
of our inferiors. A philosopher corrects this natural in- 
firmity, b}' turning his view to the other side, in order to 
render himself eaSy in the situation, to which fortune has 
confined him. There are few people, who are not susceptible 
of some consolation from this reflection, though, to a very 
good-natured man, the view of human miseries should rather 
produce sorrOAv than comfort, and add, to his lamentations 
for his own misfortunes, a deep compassion for those of 
others. Such is the imperfection, even of the best of these 
philosophical topics of consolation.' 

I shall conclude this subject with observing, that, though 
virtue be undoubtedly the best choice, when it is attainable ; 
yet such is the disorder and confusion of human affairs, that 


* The Sceptic, perhaps, carries the 
matter too far, when he limits all philo- 
sophical topics and reflections to these 
two. There seem to be others, whoso 
truth is undeniable, and whose natural 
tendency is to tranquillize and soften 
all the passions. Philosophy j^reedily 
seizes these, studies them, weighs them, 
commits them to the memory, and 
farniliarizes them to the mind: And, 
their influence on tempers, which are 
thoughtful, gentle, and moderate, may 
be considerable. But what is their in- 
fluence, you will say, if the temper be 
antecedently disposed after the same 
manner as that to which they pretend 
to form it ? They may, at least, fortify 
that temper, and furnish it with views, 
by which it may entertain and nourish 
itself. Here are a few examples of such 
philosophical reflections. 

1. Is it not certain, that every con- 
dition has concealed ills? Then why 
envy any body? 

2. Every one has known ills; and 
there is a compensation throughout. 
Why not be contented -with the pre- 
sent ? 

3. Custom deadens the sense b^h of 
the good and the ill, and levels every 
thing. 

4. Health and humour all. The rest 
of little consequence, except these be 
affected. 

5. How many other good things have 
I ? Then wdiy be vexed for one ill ? 

^ 6. How many are happy in the con- 
dition of which I complain? How 
many emy me ? 


7. Every good must be paid for: 
Fortune by labour, favour by flattery. 
Wduld I keep the price, yet have the 
commodity ? 

^ 8. Exp)ect not too great hap>piness in 
life. Human nature admits it not. 

9. Propose not a happiness too com- 
plicated. But does that depend on me ? 
Yes : The first choice does. Life is like 
a game : ^ One may choose the game : 
And passion, by degrees, seizes the pro- 
per object. 

10. Anticipate by your hopes and 
fancy future consolation, wliich time in- 
flillibly brings to eveiy affliction. 

11. I desire to be rich. Why? That 
I may possess many fine objects ; houses, 
gardens, equipage, &e. How many fine 
objects does nature offer to every one 
without expence ? If enjoyed, sufficient. 
If not : See the effect of custom or of 
teinper, which would soon take off* the 
relish of the riches. 

12. I desire fame. Let this occur : 
If I act well, I shall have the esteem 
of all my acquaintance. And what is 
all the rest to me ? 

These reflections are so obvious, that 
it is a wonder they occur not to every 
man : So convincing, that it is a wonder 
they persuade not every man. But 
perhaps they do occur to and persuade 
most men; when they consider human 
life, 1 * 3 " a general and calm survey : 
Hut w'here any real, affecting incident 
liappiens ; when passion is awakened, 
fancy agitated, example drawls, and 
counsel urges; the philosopher is lost 
in the man, and he seeks in vain for 
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no perfect or regular distribution of happiness and misery is 
ever, in this life, to be expected. Not only the goods of 
fortune, and the endowments of the body (both of which are 
important), not only these advantages, I say, are unequally 
divided between the virtuous and vicious, But even the mind 
itself partakes, in some degree, of this disorder, and the 
most worthy character, by the very constitution of the pas- 
sions, enjoys not always the highest felicity. 

It is observable, that, though every bodily pain proceeds 
from some disorder in the part or organ, yet the pain is not 
always proportioned to the disorder ; but is greater or less, 
according to the greater or less sensibihty of the part, upon 
which the noxious humours exert their influence. A tooth-acli 
produces more violent convulsions of pain than a ])litMsis or 
a drojysy. In like manner, with regard to the oeconomy of 
the mind, we may observe, that all vice is indeed pernicious; 
yet the disturbance or pain is not measured out by nature 
with exact proportion to the degree of vice, nor is the man 
of highest virtue, even abstracting from external accidents, 
always the most happy. A gloomy and melancholy disposi- 
tion is certainly, to our sentimmts^ a vice or imperfection ; 
but as it may be accompanied with great sense of honour 
and great integrity, it may be found in vei'y worthy charac- 
ters ; though it is sufficient alone to imbitter life, and render 
the person affected with it completely miserable. On the 
other hand, a selfish viHain may possess a spring and alacrity 
of temper, a certain ^ gaiety of hearty which is indeed a good 
quality, but which is rewarded much beyond its merit, and 
when attended with good fortune, will compensate for the 
uneasiness and remorse arising from all the other vices. 

I shall add, as an obseiwation to the same purpose, that, if 
a man be liable to a vice or imperfection, it may often hap- 
pen, that a good quality, which he possesses along with it. 


tliat persuasion wliieli before seemed so 
firm and unshaken. What remedy for 
this inconrenience ? Assi&t yourself by 
a frequent perusal of the entertiining 
niuralists ir<ivo it course to the learn- 
II’ g of PLUTAiiCH the iiuaginatiun of 
Lucian, the eloquence of Cicero, the 
vrit of Seneca, the gaiety of Montaigne, 
the ‘^ublinuty of SiLU'TF&nriir. Moral 
pieetpts so couched, strike deep, and 
loitity the mini against the illusions of 
pa-;i.j. Tut tra^t not aliogithcr to 


external aid By habit and study ac- 
quir%that philosophical temper irhicli 
loth gives force to reflection, and hy 
rendering a great part of your kiq’pi- 
ness independent, takes oflf the edge 
fi?om all diborderly passions, and tran- 
quillizes the mind. Despise not thcbc 
helps, but confide not too inuedi m 
them ncitlier, unless natuio has bi'in 
favourable in the temper, -with ■which 
she Inib endou'ed you 

* [Gc'icte dt Cauir Edition C] 
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will render liira more miserable, than if he were completely 
vicious. A person of such imbecility of temper as to be 
easily broken by affliction, is more unhappy for being endowed 
with a generous and friendly disposition, which gives him a 
lively concern for^others, and exposes him the more to for- 
tune and accidents. A sense of shame, in an imperfect 
character, is certainly a virtue ; but produces great uneasi- 
ness and remorse, from which the abandoned villain is en- 
tirely free. A very amorous coinj)lexion, with a heart in- 
capable of friendship, is happier than the same excess in 
love, with a generosity of temper, which transports a man 
beyond himself, and renders him a total slave to the object of 
his passion. 

In a word, human life is more governed by fortune than by 
reason ^ is to be regarded more as a dull pastime than as a 
serious occupation; and is more influenced by particular 
humour, than by general principles. Shall we engage our- 
selves in it -with passion and anxiety ? It is not worthy of 
so much concern. Shall we be indifferent about what hap- 
pens 9 We lose all the pleasure of the game by our phlegm 
and carelessness. While we are reasoning concerning life, 
life is gone ; and death, though ^perhaps they receive him 
differently, yet treats alike the fool and the philosopher. To 
reduce life to exact rule and method, is commonly a painful, 
oft a fruitless occupation : And is it not -^also a proof, that 
we overvalue the prize for which we contend 9 Even to reason 
so carefully concerning it, and to fix with accui’acy its just 
idea, would be overvaluing it, were it not that, to some 
tempers, this occupation is one of the most amusing, in 
which life could possibly be employed. 

Essay XIX . — Of Pohjgamy and Divorces, 

As marriage is an engagement entered into by mutual con- 
sent, and has for its end the propagation of the species, it 
is evident, that it musi be susceptible of all the variety of 
conditions, which consent establishes, provided they be not 
contrary to this end. 

A man, in conjoining himself to a woman, is bound to her 
according to the terms of his engagement: In begetting 
children, he is bound, by all the ties of nature and humanity, 
to provide for their subsistence and education. When he has 
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performed these two parts of duty, no one can reproach him 
with injustice or injury. And as the terms of his engagement, 
as well as the methods of subsisting his offspring, may 
Tarious, it is mere superstition to imagine, that marriage can 
be entirely uniform, and will admit only of#)ne mode or form. 
Did not human laws restrain the natural liberty of men, every 
particular marriage would be as different as contracts or 
bargains of any other kind or species. 

As chcumstances vary, and the laws propose different 
advantages, we find, that, in different times and places, they 
impose different conditions on this important contract. In 
To2!rQUiN, it is usual for the sailors, when the ships come into 
harbour, to marry for the season ; and notwithstanding this 
precarious engagement, they are assured, it is said, of the 
strictest fidelity to their bed, as well as in the whole manage- 
ment of their affairs, from those temporary spouses. 

I cannot, at present, recollect my authorities ; but I have 
somewhei'e read, that the republic of Athens, having lost 
many of its citizens by war and pestilence, allowed every man 
to marry two -wives, in order the sooner to repair the waste 
which had been made by these calamities. The poet Eueipides 
happened to be coupled to two noisy Yixens who so plagued 
him with them jealousies and quarrels, that he became ever 
after a professed woman-hater ; and is the only theatrical 
writer, perhaps thp only poet, that ever entertained an aver- 
sion to the sex. 

In that agi’eeable romance, called the Eistory of the 
Sevaeambians, where a great many men and a few women 
are supposed to be shipwrecked on a desert coast ; the captain 
of the troop, in order to obviate those endless quarrels which 
arose, regulates their maniages after the follo'wing manner : 
He takes a handsome female to himself alone ; assigns one to 
every couple of inferior officers ; and to five of the lowest rank 
he gives one wife in common.^ 

The ancient Beitons had a singular kind of maniage, to 
be met with among no other people.^ Any number of them, 
as ten or a dozen, joined in a society together, which was 
perhaps requisite for mutual defence in those barbarous times. 
In order to link this society the closer, they took an equal 
number of wives in common ; and whatever children were 

* [Editions 0 to Piidd thu fulloTung circumstances, have coutrivod matters 

Could tlic greatest legislator, m such with greater 'wisdom^] 
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born, were reputed to belong to all of them, and were accord- 
ingly provided for by the whole community. 

^ Among the inferior creatures, nature herself, being the 
supreme legislator, prescribes all the laws which regulate 
their marriages, aipd varies those laws according to the differ- 
ent circumstances of the creature. Where she furnishes, 
with ease, food and defence to the newborn animal, the 
pi'esent embrace terminates the marriage ; and the care of 
the offspring is committed entirely to the female. Where 
the food is of more difficult purchase, the marriage continues 
for one season, till the common progeny can provide for 
itself; and the union immediately dissolves, and leaves each 
of the parties free to enter into a new engagement at the 
ensuing season. But nature, having endowed man with reason, 
has not so exactly regulated every article of his marriage 
contract, but has left him to adjust them, by his own prud- 
ence, according to his particular circumstances and situation. 
Municipal laws are a supply to the wisdom of each individual ; 
and, at the same time, by restraining the natural liberty of 
men, make private interest submit to the interest of the 
public. All regulations, therefore, on this head are equally 
lawful, and equally conformable to the principles of nature; 
though they are not all equally convenient, or equally useful 
to society. The laws may allow of polygamy, as among the 
Bastem nations; or of voluntary divorces, as among the 
Greeks and Eomaks ; or they may confine one man to one 
woman, during the whole course of their lives, as among the 
modern Europeans. It may not be disagreeable to consider 
the advantages and disadvantages, which result from each of 
these institutions. 

The advocates for polygamy may recommend it as the 
only effectual remedy for the disorders of love, and the only 
expedient for freeing men from that slavery to the females, 
which the natural violence of our passions has imposed 
upon us. By this means alone can we regain our right 
cf sovereignty; and, siting our appetite, re-establish the 
authority of reason in our minds, and, of consequence, our 
own authority in our families. Man, like a weak sovereign, 
being unable to support himself against the wiles and intrigues 
of his subjects, must play one faction against another, and 
become absolute by the mutual jealousy of the females. To 
divide and to govern is an universal maxim ; and by neglecting 
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it, tke Eueopeans tmdergo a more grievous and a more 
ignominious slavery than the Tueks or Peesiaits, who are 
subjected indeed to a sovereign, that lies at a distance fi'0ii;i 
them, but in their domestic affairs rule with an uncontroul- 
able sway.^ ^ 

On the other hand, it may be urged with better reason, 
that this sovereignty of the male is a real usurpation, and 
destroys that nearness of rank, not to say equality, which 
nature has established between the sexes. We are, by nature, 
their lovers, their friends, their patrons : Would we willingly 
exchange such endearing appellations, for the barbarous title 
of master and tyrant P 

In what capacity shall we gain by this inhuman proceed- 
ing ? As lovers, or as husbands ? The lover, is totally 
annihilated ; and courtshij), the most agreeable scene in life, 
can no longer have place, where women have not the free 
disposal of themselves, but are bought and sold, like the 
meanest animal. The Imsbancl is as little a gainer, having 
found the admirable secret of extinguishing every part of 
love, except its jealousy. No rose without its thorn ; but he 
must be a foolish wretch indeed, that thi'ows away the rose 
and preserves only the thorn.^ 

But the Asiatic manners arS as destructive to friendship 
as to love. Jealousy excludes men from all intimacies and 
familiarities with ^ach other. No one dares bring his friend 
to his house or table, lest he bring a lover to his numerous 
\vives. Hence all over the east, each family is as much 
sexiarate from another, as if they were so many distinct 
kingdoms. No wonder then, that Solomof, living like an 
eastern prince, with his seven hundred wives, and three 
hundred concubines, without one friend, could write so 


* [Editions C to P add tlie follomng 
An honest. Tuck, tvIio should come from 
his seraglio, ■^here every ono tremhles 
before him, would he surprized to see 
Sylvia in her drawing-room, adored hy 
all the Leans and pretty fellows about 
town, and he would ceibiinly take her 
for some mighty and dL^poLlc (iueen, 
surioiinded by her guard of obsequious 
slaves and eimuchs ] 

- [C to N add the following para- 
graph I uou1d not willingly insist 
upon it as an advantage in oiir Euuo- 
PEAx .customs, what was observed by 
aVlBHEiiLT Effs^O)! the hist Tuukish 


ambassador in Ebance. We Turks, 
says he, are great simjpletons m com- 
farihon of the Christians, We are at 
the expense and tiouUe of keeping a 
seraglio, each m his owii hoim: But 
you case yourselves of this burden, and 
have your seiagho %n your fnends' 
houses The blown virtue of our 
British ladies frees them sufficiently 
from tins imputation ‘ And the Turk 
himself, had ho travtdled among us, 
must have owned, that oiu* free com- 
niercG with the fair sex, moie than any 
other invention, embellishes, enlivens, 
and polishes society ] 
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pathetically concerning the vanity of the world. Had he 
tried the secret of one wife or mistress^ a few friends, and a 
gi'eat many companions, he might have found life somewhat 
more agreeable. Destroy love and Mendship ; what remains 
in the world wortll accepting? 

^The bad education of children, especially children of 
condition, is another nnavoidable consequence of these eastern 
institutions. Those who pass the early part of life among 
slaves, are only qualified to be, themselves, slaves and 
tyrants ; and in every future intercom'se, either with their 
inferiors or superiors, are apt to forget the natural equality 
of mankind. What attention, too, can it be supposed a 
parent, whose seraglio affords him fifty sons, will give to 
instilling principles of morality or science into a progeny, 
with whom he himself is scarcely acquainted, and whom he 
loves with so divided an affection? Barbarism, therefore, 
appears, from reason as well as experience, to be the insepar- 
able attendant of polygamy. 

To render polygamy more odious, I need not recount the 
frightful effects of jealousy, and the constraint in which it 
holds the fair-sex all over the east. In those countries men 
are not allowed to have any commerce with the females, not 
even physicians, when sicEness may be supposed to have 
extinguished all wanton passions in the bosoms of the fafr, 
and, at the same time, has rendered them unfit objects of 
desire. ToumsTEFOST tells us, that, when he was brought into 
the grand signoras seraglio as a physician, he was not a little 
surprized, in looking along a gallery, to see a great number 
of naked arms, standing out from the sides of the room. He 
could not imagine what this could mean ; till he was told, 
that those arms belonged to bodies, which he must cure, 
without knowing any more about them, than what he could 
learn from the arms. He was not allowed to ask a question 
of the patient, or even of her attendants, lest he might find 
it necessary to enquire concerning circumstances, which the 
dehcacy of the seraglio allows not to be revealed. Hence 
physicians in the east pretend to know all diseases from the 
pulse I as om’ quacks in Europe undertake to cure a person 
merely from seeing his water. I suppose, had Moubieur 
Tourneeoet been of this latter kind, he would not, in 
CoNSTANTiiTOPLE, have been allowed by the jealous Turks 

^ TTliis iDtiracrauli does not occur in Editions C to K.l 
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to te furnislied with, materials requisite for exercising bis 
art. 

In another country, where polygamy is also allowed, they 
render them wives cripples, and make their feet of no use to 
them, in order to confine them to thedr owii houses. But it 
will, perhaps, appear strange, that, m a Etjeopeait country, 
jealousy can yet be carried to such a height, that it is mde- 
cent so much as to suppose that a woman of rank can have 
feet or legs.^ Witness the following story, which we have 
from very good authority.^ When the mother of the late 
king of SpAiisr was on her road towards Madrid, she passed 
through a little town in Spain, famous for its manufactory of 
gloves and stockings. The magistrates of the place thought 
they could not better express their joy for the reception of 
their new queen, than by presenting her with a sample of 
those commodities, for which alone their town was remark- 
able. The major clomo, who conducted the princess, received 
the gloves very graciously : But when the stockings were 
jDresented, he flung them away with great indignation, and 
severely reprimanded the magistrates for this egregious piece 
of indecency. Knoio, says he, that a giieen of Spain has no 
legs. The young queen, who, at that time, understood the 
language but imperfectly, and had often been frightened with 
stories of Spanish jealousy, imagined that they were to cut 
off her legs. Upon^ which she fell a crying, and begged them 
to conduct her back to Germany ; for that she never could 
endure the operation : And it was with some difficulty they 
could aj)pease her. Philip IV. is said never in his life to 
have laughed heai’tily, but at the recital of this story.^ 

Having rejected polygamy, and matched one man with 
one woman, let us now consider what duration we shall assign 
to their union, and whether we shall admit of those voluntary 

^ [Editions C to P add the following TnnKisH lady ? She must not bo sup- 
A Spanukd is jealous of the Tcry posed to have a being at all. Accord- 
tliouglits of those who approach his lugly, ’tis esteemed a inoce of rudeness 
■wife , and, if po-^siblo, will prevent his and ind^eney at Constantinople, ever 
being dishonoured, cveu by the wanton- to make mention of a man’s wives be- 
ness of imagination ] foio him ^ In Europe, ’tis true, fine 

® jMemoi?s de la tovr d’EsPAONE 1 a ed people make it also a rule noA’-tr 
2Iada/ne f^AuNOT to talk ol thoir wives Put the reason 

® [Editions C to P add as follov s If is not iounded on our jealousy I sup- 
a Spanish lady mn^t not be supposed to pose it is because we should be apt, 
have legs, wh.it must bo supposed of a were at not for this rule, to become 


[Mcmoircs de JSIarqiiis d\4.rge7is,'\ 



OF POLYGAMY AND DIV^OPCES. 


237 


divorces, Tvliicli were customary among tlie Greeks and 
Romans. Those who would defend this practice may employ 
the following reasons. 

How often does disgust and aversion arise after marriage, 
from the most trivial accidents, or from an incompatibility of 
humour ; where time, instead of curing the wounds, proceed- 
ing from mutual injuries, festers them every day the more, by 
new quarrels and reproaches ? Let us separate hearts, which 
were not made to associate together. Each of them may, 
perhaps, find another for which it is better fitted. At least, 
nothing can be more cruel than to preserve, by violence, an 
union, which, at first, was made by mutual love, and is now, 
in effect, dissolved by mutual hatred. 

But the liberty of divorces is not only a cure to hatred and 
domestic quarrels : It is also an admirable preservative against 
them, and the only secret for keeping alive that love, which 
first united the married couj)le. The heart of man delights in 
liberty : The very image of constraint is grievous to it ; When 
you would confine it by violence, to what would otherwise 
have been its choice, the inclination immediately changes, 
and desire is turned into aversion. If the public interest will 
not allow us to enjoy in polygamy that variety, which is so 
agreeable in love : at leastj-'deprive us not of that liberty, 
which is so essentially requisite. In vain you tell me, that 
I had my choice of the person, with whom I would conjoin 
myself. I had my choice, it is true, of my prison ; but this 
is but a small comfort, since it must still he a prison. 

Such are the arguments which may be urged in favour of 
divorces : But there seem to be these three unanswerable 
objections against them. First, What must become of the 
children, upon the separation of the parents ? Must they be 
committed to the care of a step-mother ; and instead of the 
fond attention and concern of a parent, feel all the indiffer- 
ence or hatred of a stranger or an enemy? These incon- 
veniences are sufficiently felt, where nature has made the 
divorce by the doom inevitable to all mortals : And shall we 
seek to multiply those inconveniences, by multiplying divorces. 


trouLlesome to company, by talking too 
much of them. 

The author of the Persian letters 
has given a different reason for tins 
polite mai.im. Men^ says ho, never care 


to mention their wives %n coinpani/, le^t 
they should talk of tlicni before X)eo]>h\ 
who a7'c better aciiuointcd with the oi than 
themtl 
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and putting it in the power of parents, upon every caprice, to 
render their posterity miserable. 

Becondly,TIit'b& true, on the one hand, that the heart of man 
naturally delights in liberty, and hates every thing to which 
it is confined ; it is also true, on the othe:^ that the heart of 
man naturally submits to necessity, ana soon loses an in- 
clination, when there appears an absolute impossibility of 
gratifying it. These principles of human nature, you’ll say, 
are contradictory : But what is man but a heap of contradic- 
tions ! Though it is remarkable, that, where principles are, 
after this manner, contrary in their operation, they do not 
always destroy each other ; but the one or the other may 
predominate on any particular occasion, according as circum- 
stances are more or less favourable to it. Eor instance, love 
is a restless and impatient passion, full of caprices and 
variations : arising in a moment from a feature, from an air, 
from nothing, and suddenly extinguishing after the same 
manner. Such a passion requires liberty above all things ; 
and therefore Eloisa had reason, when, in order to preserve 
this passion, she refused to marry her beloved Abelaed. 

Eow oftj when prest to Ma^naget have I satd, 

Curse on all laws hut those which love has imde ; 

LovCifree as air^ at sight of human ties, 

Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies» 

But friendship is^a calm and sedate affection, conducted by 
reason and cemented by habit ; springing from long acquaint- 
ance and mutual obligations ; without jealousies or fears, and 
without those feverish fits of heat and cold, which cause such 
an agreeable torment in the amorous passion. So sober an 
affection, therefore, as friendship, rather thrives under con- 
straint, and never rises to such a height, as when any strong 
intei’est or necessity binds two persons together, and gives 
them some common object of pursuit.' We need not, there- 
fore, be afraid of drawing the marriage-knot, which chiefly 
subsists by friendship, the closest possible. The amity 

* [Editions C to P add as follows : of raptures and extasies Leyoiid the 
Let us eonsiiler tlien T^hetlier love or honey-month, is a fool Even romances 
frieudsh p should most predominate in tlicmsclYes, with all tlieir liberty of 
marriage , and we shall soon deter- fiction, aio obliged to drop their lovers 
mine whether liberty or constraint be the very day of their marriage, and find 
most favourviblo to it The happiest it easier to support the passion for a 
marriages, to be sure, are found vheie dozen years under coldness, disdain and 
love, by long acquaintance, is consoh- difiaculties, than a week under posses- 
dated into friendship. WTioever dreams sion and security ] 
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between tbe persons, where it is solid and sincere, \vill rather 
gain by it : And where it is wavering and uncertain, this is 
the best expedient for fixing it. How many frivolous quarrels 
and disgusts are there, which people of common prudence 
endeavour to forg^, when they lie under a necessity of passing 
their fives together 5 but which would soon be inflamed into 
the most deadly hatred, were they pursued to the utmost, 
under the prospect of an easy separation ? 

In the third place, we must consider, that nothing is more 
dangerous than to unite two persons so closely in all their 
interests and concerns, as man and wife, without rendering 
the union entire and total. The least possibility of a separate 
interest must be the source of endless quarrels and sus- 
picions. ^ The wife, not secure bf her establishment, will still 
be driving some separate end or project ; and the husband's 
selfishness, being accompanied with more power, may be still 
more dangerous. 

Should these reasons against voluntary divorces be deemed 
insufficient, I hope no body will pretend to refuse the testi- 
mony of experience. At the time when divorces were most 
frequent among the Romans, marriages were most rare ; and 
Augustus was obliged, by penal laws, to force men of fashion 
into the married state : A circumstance which is scarcely to 
be found in any other age or nation.^ The more ancient laws 
of Rome, which prohibited divorces, are extremely praised by 
Dionysius Haltcaenass^us.® Wonderfuf was the harmony, 
says the historian, which this inseparable union of interests 
produced between married persons ; while each of them con- 
sidered the inevitable necessity by which they were linked 
together, and abandoned all prospect of any other choice or 
establishment. 

The exclusion of polygamy and divorces sufficiently re- 
commends our present European practice with regard to 
marriage. 

* [In place of ‘ The -wife, not secure wife, will ho doubly ruinous H 
of her establishment, wiU still b3 diiv- * [Editions C an<l D omit the ro- 
ing some separate end or project/ Edi- maindor of the paragraph 1 
tions P to C road ‘Wlut Dr. Pahnel ® Lib.ii. 25, 
calls, The little pilfring temper of a 
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Essay XX. — Of Simplicity and Refinement in Writing. 

Eike writing, according to Mr. Addison, consists of senti- 
ments, wHch are natural, without being obvious. There 
cannot be a juster, and more concise definition of fine writing. 

Sentiments, which are merely natural, affect not the mind 
with any pleasure, and seem not worthy of our attention. 
The pleasantries of a waterman, the observations of a peasant, 
the ribaldry of a porter or hackney coachman, all of these 
are natural, and disagreeable. "V^at an insipid comedy 
should we make of the chit-chat of the tea-table, copied 
faithfully and at full length ? Nothing can please persons of 
taste, but nature drawn with all her graces and ornaments, 
la helle nature ; or if we copy low life, the strokes must be 
strong and remarkable, and must convey a lively image to 
the mind. The absurd naivety^ of Sancho Rancho is represented 
in such inimitable colours by Cery antes, that it entertains as 
much as the picture of the most magnanimous hero or softest 
lover. 

The case is the same with orators, philosophers, critics, or 
any author who speaks in his own person, without introducing 
other speakers or actors. If his language be not elegant, his 
observations uncommon, his sense strong and masculine, he 
will in vain boast his nature and simplicity. He may be 
correct ; but he neVer will be agreeable. It is the unhappiness 
of such authors, that they are never blamed or censured. 
The good fortune of a book, and that of a man, are not the 
same. The secret deceiving path of life, which Horace 
talks of, fallentis semita vitWj may be the happiest lot of the 
one ; but is the greatest misfortune, which the other can 
possibly fall into. 

On the other hand, productions, which are merely sur- 
prising, without being natural, can never give any lasting 
entertainment to the mind. To draw chimeras is not, pro- 
perly speaking, to copy or imitate^ The justness of the 
representation is lost, and the mind is displeased to find a 
picture, which bears no reseuiblance to any original. Nor 
are such excessive refinements more agreeable in the epistolary 
or philosophic style, than in the epic or tragic. Too much 

* [Editions C to K Naivety, a word which I hive borrow’d from the Ftc?icht 
and winch is 'wanted in our language ] 



OF SLMPLICITY AND REFINEMENT. 


241 


ornament is a fault in every kind of production. Uncommon 
expressions, strong flashes of wit, pointed similes, and 
ejugrammatic turns, especially when they recur too frequently, 
are a disfigurement, rather than any embellishment of dis- 
course. As the ej^, in surveying a Gothic building, is dis- 
tracted by the multiplicity of ornaments, and loses the whole 
by its minute attention to the parts ; so the mind, in perusing 
a work overstocked with wit, is fatigued and disgusted with 
the constant endeavour to shine and surprize. This is the 
case where a writer overabounds in wit, even though that 
wut, in itself, should be just and agreeable. But it commonly 
happens to such writers, that they seek for their favourite 
ornaments, even where the subject does not afford them ; and 
by that means, have twenty insipid conceits for one thought 
which is really beautiful. 

There is no subject in critical learning more copious, than 
this of the just mixture of simplicity and refinemeut in 
writing ; and therefore, not to wander in too large a field, I 
shall confine myself to a few general observations on that 
head. 

Firsts I observe. That though excesses of both Icinds are to he 
avoided^ and though a projoer medium ovght to he studied in all 
productions; yet this medium ties not in a pointy hut admits of 
a considerable latitude. Consider the wide distance, in this 
respect, between Mr. Pope and Luceetius.# These seem to 
lie in the two greatest extremes of refinement and simplicity, 
in which a poet can indulge himself, without being guilty of 
any blameable excess. All this interval may be filled with 
j)oets, who may differ from each other, but may be equally 
admirable, each in his peculiar stile and manner. Oorheille 
and Congreve, who carry their wit and refinement some- 
what farther than Mr, Pope (if poets of so different a kind 
can be compared together), and Sophocles and Terence, 
who are more simple than Lucretius, seem to have gone out 
of that medium, in which the most j)erfeet productions are 
' found, and to be guilty of some excess in these opposite cha- 
r.icters. Of all the great poets, Virgil and Racine, in my 
opinion, lie nearest the center, and are the farthest removed 
from both the extremities. 

My second observation on this head is, Thai it is very difU 
culty if not imposbihle, to explain by luords^ where the just 
medium lies between the excesses of simplicity and refinemcyit^ or 

'TrrvTr 
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to give any ride hy which we can hioiu precisely the bounds 
'between thefaidt and the beauty, A critic may not only dis- 
course very judiciously on this head, without instructing his 
readers, but even without understanding the matter perfectly 
himself. There is not a finer piece of criticism than the dis- 
sertation on pastorals by Foittenelle ; in which, by a number 
of reflections and philosophical reasonings, he endeavours to 
fix the just medium, which is suitable to that species of 
writing. But let any one read the j)astorals of that author, 
and he will be convinced, that this judicious critic, notwith- 
standing his fine reasonings, had a false taste, and fixed the 
point of perfection much nearer the extreme of refinement 
than pastoral poetry will admit of. The sentiments of his 
shepherds are better suited to the toilettes of Paris, than to 
the forests of Arcadia. But this it is impossible to discover 
from his critical reasonings. He blames all excessive painting 
and ornament as much as Virgil could have done, had that 
great poet writ a dissertation on this species of poetry. 
However different the tastes of men, their general discourse 
on these subjects is commonly the same. No criticism 'can 
be instructive, which descends not to particulars, and is not 
full of examples and illustrations. It is allowed on all hands, 
that beauty, as weU as virtue, always lies in a medium ; but 
where this medium is placed, is the great question, and can 
never be sufS.ciently explained by general reasonings. 

I shall deliver it as a third observation on this subject, 
That we ought to he more on our guard against the e^ccess of 
refinement than that of simplicity ; and that because the former 
excess is both less beautiful, and more dangerous than the latter. 

It is a certain rule, that wit and passion are entirely in- 
compatible. When the affections are moved, there is no place 
for the imagination. The mind of man being naturally 
limited, it is impossible that all its faculties can operate at 
once : And the more any one predominates, the less room is 
there for the others to exert their vigour. For this reason, 
a greater degree of simplicity is required in all compositions, 
where men, and actions, and passions are painted, than in 
such as consist of reflections and observations. And as the 
former species of -wiuting is the more engaging and beautiful, 
one may safely, upon this account, give the preference to the 
extreme of simplicity above that of refinement. 

We may also observe, that those compositions, which we 
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read the oftenest, and which every man of taste has got by 
heart, have the recommendation of simplicity, and have 
ncjthing surprising in the thought, when divested of that 
elegance of expression, and harmony of numbers, with which 
it is cloathed. If ^e merit of the composition lie in a point 
of wit ; it may stride at first ; but the mind anticij>ates the 
thought in the second perusal, and is not longer affected by 
it. When I read an epigram of Martial, the first line re- 
calls the whole ; and I have no ^Dleasure in repeating to 
myself what I know already. But each line, each word in 
Catullus, has its merit ; and I am never tired with the 
perusal of him. It is sufficient to run over Cowley once : 
But Parjtel, after the fiftieth reading, is as fresh as at the 
first. Besides, it is with books as with women, where a 
certain plainness of manner and of dress is more engaging 
than that glare of paint and airs and apparel, which may 
dazzle the eye, but reaches not the affections. Terence is a 
modest and bashful beauty, to whom we grant everything, 
because he assumes nothing, and whose purity and nature 
make a durable, though not a violent impression on us. 

But refinement, as it is the less heautifid^ so is it the more 
dangerous extreme, and what we are the aptest to fall into. 
Simplicity i^asses for dulness, when it is not accompanied 
with great elegance and propriety. On the contrary, there 
is something surprizing in a blaze of wit apd conceit. Or- 
dinary readers are mightily struck with it, and falsely ima- 
gine it to be the most difficult, as well as most excellent way 
of writing. Seneca abounds with agreeable faults, says 
Quintilian, cibundat dulcibits vitiis ; and for that reason is 
the more dangerous, and the more apt to pervert the taste 
of the young and inconsiderate. 

I shall add, that the excess of refinement is now more to 
be guarded against than ever ; because it is the extreme, 
which men are the most aj)t to fall into, after learning has 
made some progress, and after eminent writers have ap- 
* peared in every species of composition. The endeavour to 
please by novelty leads men wide of simplicity and nature, 
and fills their writings with affectation and conceit. ^ It 
was thus the Asiatic eloquence degenerated so much from 
the Attic : It was thus the age of Claudius and Nero 
became so much inferior to that of Augustus in taste and 

1 [The first clause of this sentence was added in Edition K ] 
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genius ; And perhaps there are, at present, some symptoms 
of a like degeneracy of taste, in TnANOE as well as in Eng- 
land. ^ 


^ Essat XXI, — Of Natio)ial Characters. 

The vulgar are apt to carry all national characters to ex- 
tremes ; and having once established it as a principle, that 
any people are knavish, or cowardly, or ignorant, they will 
admit of no exception, but comprehend every individual 
under the same censure. Men of sense condemn these un- 
distinguishing judgments : Though at the same time, they 
allow, that each nation has a peculiar set of manners, and 
that some particular qualities are more frequently to be met 
with among one peoj)le than among their neighbours. The 
common people in Switzeeland have probably more 
honesty than those of the same rank in Ieeland ; and eveiy 
prudent man udll, from that circumstance alone, make a 
difference in the trust which he reposes in each. We have 
reason to expect greater wit and gaiety in a Eeenchman 
than in a Spaniaed ; though Obevantes was born in Spain. 
An Englishman will naturally be supposed to have more 
knowledge than a Dane 5 though Tycho Beahe was a native 
of Dbnmaek. • 

Different reasons are assigned for these national characters ; 
while some account for them fvommoraly others from. ^physical 
causes. By moral causes, I mean all circumstances, which 
are fitted to work on the mind as motives or reasons, and 
which render a peculiar set of manners habitual to us. Of 
this kind are, the nature of the government, the revolutions 
of public affairs, the plenty or jpenury in which the people 
live, the situation of the nation with regard to its neighbours, 
and such like circumstances. By ^physical causes I mean 
those qualities of the air and climate, which are supposed 
to work insensibly on the temper, by altering the tone and 
habit of the body, and giving a particular complexion, which, 
though reflection and reason ma5^ sometimes overcome it, * 
will yet j)revail among the generality of mankind, and have 
an influence on their manners. 

That the character of a nation will much depend on moral 
causes, must be evident to the most superficial observer; 
since a nation is nothing but a collection of individuals, and 
^ [Tim Ebs'iy firbt puUiblicd lu Edition D.] 
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the manners of individnals are frequently determined by 
these causes. As poverty and hard labour debase the minds 
of, the common people, and render them unfit for any science 
and ingenious profession ; so where any government becomes 
very oppressive to |U its subjects, it must have a iDroj^ortional 
effect on their temper and genius, and must banish all the 
liberal arts from among them.^ 

The same principle of moral causes fixes the character of 
different professions, and alters even that disposition, whicli 
the particular members receive from the hand of nature. A 
soldier and a priest are different characters, in all nations, 
and all ages ; and this difference is founded on circumstances, 
whoso operation is eternal and unalterable. 

The uncertainty of their life makes soldiers lavish and 
generous, as well as brave : Their idleness, together with 
the large societies, which they form in camps or garrisons, 
inclines them to pleasure and gallantry : By their frequent 
change of company, they acquire good breeding and an open- 
ness of behaviour : Being employed only against a public 
and an open enemy, they become candid, honest, and unde- 
signing : And as they use more the labour of the body than 
that of the mind, they are commonly thoughtless and ig- 
norant.^ • 

It is a trite, but not altogether a false maxim, that priests 
of all religions are the same ; and though, the character of 
the profession will not, in every instance, prevail over the 
personal character, yet it is sure always to predominate with 
the greater number. For as chymists observe, that spirits, 
when raised to a certain height, are all the same, from what- 
ever material they be extracted ; so these men, being elevated 
above humanity, acquire a uniform character, which is en- 
tirely their own, and which, in my opinion, is, generally 
speaking, not the most amiable that is to be met with in 
human society. It is, in most points, oj-iposite to that of a 
soldier ; as is the way of life, from which it is derived.^ 

' [Editions D to P add * Instances of This seems to me a prcsnmption, that 
this nature are very frequent m the the ancients owed all their refinement 
world ] and civility to hooks and study , for 

- It IS a sajung; of Menander, -wh.ch, iiideed, a soldier’s life is not ^o 
Koju\J/hs rrpaTKaTTjs, ov8* til/ ei 7r\dTT€i debs Tiiell calculated. Company and the 
OuBeis yei/oir’ &y Men. apud fcsToB-iiCM. vorld is their sphere An4 if there he 
l£ IS oiot in the poioer even of God to any politeness to ho leaincd from coni- 
male a pohte soldier. The contrary oh- juny, Ihey will cert imly have con- 
servation with regard to the manneis siderahle share of it, 
of soldiers takes place in our days. ^ Though all mankind have a strong 
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As to physical caitses^ I am inclined to doubt altogether of 
their operation in this particular; nor do I think, that men 
O'^e any thing of their temper or genius to the air, food, #or 
climate. I confess, that the contrary opinion may justly, at 


propensity to religion at certain times 
and in certain dispositions , yet are 
there few or none, *fflio hare it to that 
degree, and with that constancy, which 
IS rerjuibite to support tho character of 
this profession It therefore, hap- 
pen, that clergymen, being drawn from 
the common mass of mankind, as people 
are to other employments, by the views 
of profit, the greater pait, though no 
atheists or free-thinkers, will find it 
necessary, on particular occasions, to 
feign more devotion than they aie, at 
that time, posseSbccl of, and to maintain 
tho appeaiancu of fervor and seiious- 
ncss, even when .laded with the exer- 
cises of their religion, or when they 
have their minds engaged in tho com- 
mon occupations of life They must 
not, like tho lest of the world, give 
scope to their natural movements and 
sentiments They must set a guard 
over their looks and •woids and actions : 
And in order to suppoit the veneration 
paid them by the multitude, they must 
not only keep a remarkable reserve, but 
must pioniote the spirit of superstition, 
by a continued grimace and hypocrisy. 
Tins dissimulation often destroys the 
candor end ingenuity^of their temper, 
and makes an irreparable breacli in 
their character 

If by clmnee any of them be pos- 
sessed of a temper more susceptible of 
devotion than ronal, so that he has but 
little oceision for h}pocii&y to support 
the character of his profession , it is so 
natural for him to over-rate this a<l- 
vantage, and to think that it atones for 
ever^" violation of morality, that fre- 
queutly he is not more virtuous than 
tho hypocrite And though feu dare 
openly avow those exploded opinions, 
that every thing is lawful to the saints, 
and that thy alone have ^rojieity in 
their good‘s, yot may we obscive, that 
these piiiioiplcs link m cveiy bosom, 
and represent a zo.il lor religious, obser- 
vances as so great a meiit, that it may 
compensate for many vices .lud cnormi- 
t'ts This obsenation ib so common, 
that all prudent men arc on tlicir guard, 
when the} moot with any extra ordinaiy 
appearance of religion , though at the 
ScUno time, they confe'-s, that tliero are 


many exceptnfis to this general rule, and 
that probity and superstition, or even 
probity and fanaticism, arc not tiltogether 
and in e\Gry instance incompatible 

Most men .are ambitious, l)ut tho 
ambition of other men may commonly 
be satisfied, by excelling in their par- 
ticular profession, and thereby promo- 
ting the interests of society The 
ambition of the clergy can often be 
satisfied only by promoting ignoraiico 
and superstition and implicit faith and 
pious fiauds. And haiing got what 
ARCunnsDES only wanted, (namely, 
another world, on which he could fix 
his engines) no wondtr they move this 
world at their pleasure. 

Most men have an overweening con- 
ceit of themselves , but these have a 
pecubar temptation to that vice, who 
aie regarded with such veneration, and 
are even deemed sacred, by tho ignorant 
multitude 

Most men arc apt to bear a particular 
regard for members of their own pro- 
fession , hut as a lawyer, or ph} sieian, 
or merchant, docs, each of them, follow 
out his business apart, the interests of 
men of these professions are not so 
clo'^ely united as tho interobts of clcrgj’- 
men of tho same religion, where tho 
whole body gams by the veneration, 
paid to their common tenets, and by tho 
suppression of antagonists, 

Pew men can bi'ai coutitidiction with 
patience , but the clergy too often pro- 
ceed even to a degree of fury on this 
head Beciuse all their credit and live- 
lihood depend upon the belief, which 
their opnuions meet with , and they 
alone pretend to a divine and super- 
natural authority, or have any colour 
for representing their antagonists as 
impious and prophano The Odium 
Thei^ac/icum, or Theological Hatred, is 
noted even to a proverb, and means 
that degree of lancour, which is tho 
most furious and iiiiplacablo 

Hevtnge is a natural passion to man- 
kind, but seems to reign with tho 
greatest force in priests and women 
Because, being deprived of the imme- 
diate exertion of anger, in iiuleiice and 
combat, they are apt to fancy them- 
selves despised on that account , and 
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first sight, seem probable ; since we find, that these circum- 
stances have an influence over every other animal, and that 
eifen those creatures, which are fitted to live in all climates, 
such as dogs, horses, &c. do not attain the same perfection 
in all. The courage of bull-dogs and gamecocks seems pecu- 
liar to Eng-lanu. ' Elandees is remarkable for large and 
heavy horses : Spain for horses light, and of good mettle. 
And any breed of these creatures, transplanted from one 
country to another, will soon lose the qualities, which they 
derived from their native climate. It may be asked, why 
not the same with men 9 ^ 

There are few questions more curious than this, or which 


wiU oftener occur in our 

their pride support? tlieir vindictivo 
disposition. [Tins paragrciph was added 
in Edition K.] 

Thus many of the vicos of human 
nature are, fixed moral causes, in- 
flamed in that possession , and though 
several indniduals escape the conta- 
gion, yet all wise governments will ho 
on their guard <ig<iiiist the attempts of 
a soLMtty, who will for ovor comhine 
into one faction, and while it acts as a 
society, wull for over he actuated hy am- 
bition, pride, revenge, and a persecuting 
spirit. 

The temper of religion is grave and 
serious , and tins is the character re- 
quired of priests, winch confines them 
to stiict rules of decency, and commonly 
prevents irregularity and intemperance 
amongst them The gaiety, much less 
the excesses of pleasure, is not per- 
mitted in that h<)dy , and this virtue is, 
perh.ips, the only one winch they ow o 
to their profession. In religions, in- 
deed, founded on speculative principles, 
and where public discourses make a 
pait of religious service, it may also bo 
supposed that the clergy will have a 
considerable share in the learning of 
the times, though it is certain that 
their taste in eloquence will always ho 
greater than thoir proficiency fti rea- 
soning and philosophy Eut whoever 
possesses the other noble virtues of 
humanity, meekness, and moderation, 
as very many of them, no doubt, do, is 
beholden for them to nature or reflec- 
tion, not to the genius of his calling 


enquiries concerning human 

It was no had expedient in the old 
Eosians, for preventing the strong effect 
of the pnestly character, to make it a 
law that no one shoidd be received into 
the sacerdotal office, till he was past 
fifty years of age, Dion Hal lib ii 21. 
The living a layman till that age, it is 
presumed, would be able to fix the cha- 
racter fTlii? paragraph was added in 
Edition K ] 

^ C-TisAii {de Bell Gallico, lih. 4 2) 
says that the Gallic horses weio very 
good , the Geuman very had Wo find 
in hb. 7. 6o that he w’as obliged to re- 
mount some Gbrimait cavalry with 
Gallic horses. At present, no part of 
Europe has so liad horses of all kinds 
as France * Eut Gerjiany abounds 
with excellent war horses. This may 
beget a little suspicion, that even ani- 
mals depend not on the climate , hut ou 
the different breeds, and on tho skill 
and care in rearing them. The north 
of England abounds lu the best horses 
of all kinds which are in the world. In 
the neighbouring counties, noith side 
the Tweed, no good horses of any kind 
are to be met with. Strabo, lib 2 103. 
rejects, in a great measure, the influence 
of climate upon men. All is custom 
and education, says he. It is not from 
natuie, that the Athenians are learni*d, 
the LacedbmonlJlNS ignorant, and the 
Thebans too, who are still nearer 
neighbours to the foimer Even tho 
difference of animals, ho adds, depends 
not on climate, [This note is not in 
Edition D ] 


' [This paragraph is not in Edition D ] 


248 


ESSAY XXI. 


affairs ; and therefore it may he proper to give it a full ex- 
amination. 

The human mind is of a very imitative nature ; nor is it 
possible for any set of men to converse often together, with- 
out acquiring a similitude of manners, and communicating 
to each other their vices as well as virtue^. The propensity 
to company and society is strong in all rational creatures; 
and the same disposition, which gives us this propensity, 
makes us enter deeply into each other’s sentiments, and 
causes like passions and inclinations to run, as it were, by 
contagion, through the whole club or knot of companions. 
^Yhere a number of men are united into one political body, 
the occasions of their intercourse must be so frequent, for 
defence, commerce, and government, that, together with the 
same speech or language, they must acquhe a resemblance in 
their manners, and have a common or national character, as 
well as a personal one, peculiar to each individual. Now 
though nature produces all kinds of temper and under- 
standing in great abundance, it does not follow, that she 
always produces them in like proportions, and that in every 
society the ingredients of industry and indolence, valour and 
cowardice, humanity and brutality, wisdom and folly, will 
be mixed after the same mannei?. In the infancy of society, 
if any of these dispositions be found in greater abundance 
than the rest, it will naturally prevail in the composition, 
and give a tincture to the national character. Or should it 
be asserted, that no species of temper can reasonably be pre- 
sumed to predominate, even in those contracted societies, 
and that the same proportions will always be preserved in 
the mixture ; yet surely the persons in credit and authority, 
being still a more contracted body, cannot always be pre- 
sumed to be of the same character ; and their influence on 
the manners of the people, must, at all times, be very con- 
siderable. If on the first establishment of a republic, a 
Brutus should be placed in authority, and be transported 
with such an enthusiasm for liberty and public good, as to 
overlook all the ties of nature, as well as private interest, 
such an illustrious example will naturally have an effect on 
the whole society, and kindle the same passion in every 
bosom. Whatever it bo that forms the manners of one 
generation, the next must imbibe a deeper tincture of the 
same dye; men being more susceptible of all impressions 
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during infancy, and retaining tliese impressions as long as 
they remain in the world. I assert, then, that all national 
characters, where they depend not on fixed moral causes, 
proceed from such accidents as these, and that physical 
causes have no discernible operation on the human mind. 
^ It is a maxim in ^11 philosophy, that causes which do not 
appear, are to be considered as not existing. 

If we run over the globe, or revolve the annals of histoiy, 
we shall discover every where signs of a sympathy or con- 
tagion of manners, none of the influence of air or climate. 

First. We may observe, that, where a very extensive 
government has been established for many centuries, it 
spreads a national character over the whole empire, and 
communicates to every part a similarity of manners. Thus 
the Chinese have the greatest uniformity of character 
imaginable : though the air and climate in different parts 
of those vast dominions, admit of very considerable varia- 
tions. 

Secondly. In small governments, which are contiguous, the 
people have notwithstanding a different character, and are 
often as distinguishable in their manners as the most distant 
nations. Athens and Thebes were but a short day’s jour- 
ney from each other; though«the Athenians were as remark- 
able for ingenuity, politeness, and gaiety, as the Thebans 
for dulness, rusticity, and a phlegmatic temjper. Plutaech, 
discoursing of the effects of air on the minds of men, observes, 
that the inhabitants of the Pie^eum possessed very different 
tempers from those of the higher town in Athens, which was 
distant about four miles from the former ; But I believe no 
one attributes the difference of manners in Wapping and St. 
James’s, to a difference of air or climate. 

Thirdly. The same national character commonly follows 
the authority of government to a precise boundary; and 
upon crossing a river or passing a mountain, one finds a new 
set of manners, with a new government. The Languedo- 
ciANS and Gascons are<" the gayest people in Feance ; but 
whenever yen pass the Pteenees, you are among Spaniaeds. 
Is it conceivable, that the qualities of the air should change 
exactly with the limits of an empire, which dei)end so 
much on the accidents of battles, ncgociations, and mar- 
liages ? 

* [This sentence was added in Edition Q ] 
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Fourthly. Where any set of men, scattered oyer distant 
nations, maintain a close society or commnnication together, 
they acquire a similitude of manners, and have but little in 
common with the nations amongst whom they live. Thus the 
Jews in Eijeope, and the Armenians ii^ the east, have a 
peculiar character ; and the former are as much noted for 
fraud, as the latter for probity.^ The Jesuits^ in all Bomaii^ 
catholic countries, are also observed to have a character pe- 
culiar to themselves. 

Fifthly, Where any accident, as a difference in language 
or religion, keeps two nations inhabiting the same country, 
from mixing with each other, they will preserve, during 
several centuries, a distinct and even opposite set of manners. 
The integrity, gravity, and bravery of the Turks, form an 
exact contrast to the deceit, levity, and cowardice of the 
modem Greeks. 

Sixthly, The same set of manners will follow a nation, 
and adhere to them over the whole globe, as well as the 
same laws and language. The Spanish, English, French 
and Dutch colonies are all distinguishable even between the 
tropics. 

Seventhly, The manners of a people change very con- 
siderably from one age to another, either by great alterations 
in their government, by the mixtures of new people, or by 
that inconstancy,, to which all human affairs are subject. The 
ingenuity, industry, and activity of the ancient Greeks have 
nothing in common with the stupidity and indolence of the 
present inhabitants of tliose regions. Candour, bravery, and 
love of liberty termed the character of the ancient Eomans ; 
as subtilty, cowardice, and a slavish disposition do that of 
the modern. The old Spaniards were restless, turbulent, 
and so addicted to war, that many of them killed themselves, 
when deprived of their arms by the Eomans.^ One would 
find an equal difficulty at present, (at least one would have 
found it fifty years ago) to rouze up the modern Spaniards 
to arms. The Batavians were all^ soldiers of fortune, and 

^ A beet or society anuJ&t a jiifamy on tho smaller society, mclc- 

greater are commonl;v Jncbt rtgiilar in pendent ot their morals Por in that 
till ir morals, because the) aio more case, having no clitn actor either to &a\o 
lemarked, and the l.iults of individuals or gain, they become careless of their 
draw dishonour ou the V hole. The only behaviour, except among themsehes, 
cxeei^tion to this rule is, when tlie super- [This note as added m Edition K ] 

stition and pnjudices of the largo Tit. Liyii, lib xxxiv. cap. 17. 

society aro so strong as to throw an 
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liired tRemselres into the Eoman armies. Their posterity 
make use o£ foreigners for the same purpose that the Eomaks 
did their ancestors. Though some few strokes of the Feenoh 
character be the same with that which O^sar has ascribed 
to the Gauls: yet what comj)arison between the civility, 
humanity, and knowledge of the modern inhabitants of that 
country, and the ignorance, barbarity, and grossness of the 
ancient ? ^ Not to insist upon the great difference between 

the present possessors of Britain, and those before the 
Eoman conquest ; we may observe that our ancestors, a few 
centuries ago, were sunk into the most abject superstition, 
last century they were inflamed with the most furious en- 
thusiasm, and are now settled into the most cool indifference 
with regard to religious matters, that is to be found in any 
nation of the world. 

Eighthly, Where several neighbouring nations have a very 
close communication togethei’, either by policy, commerce, or 
travelling, they acquire a similitude of manners, proportioned 
to the communication. Thus all the Franks appear to have 
a uniform character to the eastern nations. The differences 
among them are like the peculiar accents of different pro- 
vinces, which are not distinguishable, excei)t by an ear ac- 
customed to them, and which commonly escaj)e a foreigner. 

Ninthly, We may often remark a wonderful mixture of 
manners and characters in the same nation, sjieaking the 
same language, and subject to the same government ; And 
in this particular the Eng-lish are the most remarkable of 
any people, that perhaps ever were in the world. Nor is this 
to be ascribed to the mutability and uncertainty of their cli- 
mate, or to any othev ^liysiml causes; since all these causes 
take place in the neighbouring country of Scotland, without 
having the same effect. Where the government of a nation 
is altogether republican, it is apt to beget a peculiar set 
of manners. Where it is altogether monarchical, it is more 
apt to have the same effect ; the imitation of superiors spread- 
ing the national inannd^’s faster among the people. If the 
governing part of a state consist altogether of merchants, as 
in Holland, their uniform way of life will fix their character. 
If it consists chiefly of nobles and landed gentry, like Ger- 
many, France, and Spain, the same effect follows. The 
genius of a particular sect or religion is also apt to mould 

* [This sentence was added in Edition K ] 
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the manners of a people. But the English government is a 
mixture of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy. The 
peoj)le in authority are composed of gentry and merchants. 
All sects of religion are to be found among them. And the 
great liberty and independency, which every man enjoys, al- 
lows him to display the manners peculiar to him. Hence the 
English, of any people in the universe, have the least of a 
national character ; unless this very singularity may pass for 
such. 

If the characters of men depend on the air and climate, 
the degrees of heat and cold should naturally be expected to 
have a mighty influence ; since nothing has a greater effect 
on all plants and irrational animals. And indeed there is 
some reason to think, that all the nations, which live beyond 
the polar circles or between the tropics, are inferior to the 
rest of the species, and are incapable of all the higher attain- 
ments of the human mind. The poverty and misery of the 
northern inhabitants of the globe, and the indolence of the 
southern, from their few necessities, may, perhaps, account 
for this remarkable difference, without our having recourse 
to physical causes. This however is certain, that the charac- 
ters of nations are very promiscuous in the temperate cli- 
mates, and that almost all the “general obseiwations, which 
have been formed of the more southern or more northern 
people in these climates, are found to be uncertain and fal- 
lacious.^ 

Shall we say, that the neighbourhood of the sun inflames 
the imagination of men, and gives it a peculiar spirit and 
vivacity. The Peengh, Greeks, Egyptians, and Persians 
are remarkable for gaiety. The Spaniards, Turks, and 


* I am iipt to sifepect the negir.es 
and in general all tho other species of 
men (for there are four or five different 
kinds) to he naturally inferior to the 
■whites. There never ivas a civilized 
nation of any other complexion than 
white, nor even any individual omiDcnt 
either in action or speculation No 
ingenious manufactures amongst them, 
no arts, no sciences. On the other 
hand, the mc&t rude and harhaioiis of 
the whites, such as the ancient Ger- 
mans, tho present Tartars, have still 
something eminent about them, in their 
valour, form of government, or some 
other particular. Such a uniform and 
constant difference could not happen, m 


so many countries and ages, if nature 
had not made an original distinction 
het'wixt these breeds of men Not to 
mention our colonies, there are Negrok 
slaves dispersed all over Ettkope, of 
which none ever discovered any symp- 
toms of ingenuity, tho’ low people, 
■vt ithotn education, will start up amongst 
us, and distinguish themselves in every 
profession. In Jamaica indeed thi‘y 
tilk of one negroe as a man of parts 
and leaniirg, hut ’tis likely he is ad- 
mired for very slender accomplishments, 
like a parrot, who speaks a few w'ords 
plainly [This note was added m Edi- 
tion K ] 
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Chinese are noted for gravity and a serious deportment, 
without any such difference of climate as to produce this dif- 
lQ?.'ence of temper. 

The Greeks and Eohans, who called all other nations 
barbarians, confined genius and a fine understanding to 
the more southerfi climates, and pronounced the northern 
nations incapable of all knowledge and civility. But our 
island has produced as great men, either for action or learn- 
ing, as Greece or Italy has to boast of. 

It is pretended, that the sentiments of men become more 
delicate as the country approaches nearer to the sun ; and 
that the taste of beauty and elegance receives proportional 
improvements in every latitude i as we may particularly ob- 
serve of the languages, of which the more southern are 
smooth and melodious, the northern harsh and untuneable. 
But this observation holds not universally. The Arabic is 
uncouth and disagreeable : The Muscovite soft and musical. 
Energy, strength, and harshness form the character of the 
Latin tongue : The Italian is the most liquid, smooth, and 
effeminate language that can possibly be imagined. Every 
language will depend somewhat on the manners of the 
people 5 but much more on that original stock of words and 
sounds, which they received from their ancestors, and which 
remain unchangeable, even while their manners admit of the 
greatest alterations. Who can doubt, but j:he English are at 
present a more polite and knowing people than the Greeks 
were for several ages after the siege of Troy ? Yet is there 
no comparison between the language of Milton and that of 
Homer. Hay, the greater are the alterations and improve- 
ments, which happen in the mannei’S of a people, the less can 
be expected in their language. A few eminent and refined 
geniuses will communicate their taste and knowledge to a 
whole people, and produce the greatest improvements ; but 
they fix the tongue by their writings, and prevent, in some 
degree, its farther changes. 

Lord Bacon has obserTed, that the inhabitants of the south 
are, in general, more ingenious than those of the north ; but 
that, where the native of a cold climate has genius, he rises 
to a higher pitch than can be reached by the southern wits. 
This observation a late ^ writer confirms, by com};)aring the 
southern wits to cucumbers, which are commonly all good in 
* Dr. Barkeley , Aliuuto Pliilo&oplior. 
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their kind ; but at best are an insipid fruit : While the nor- 
thern geniuses are like melons, of -which not one in fifty is 
good ; but -v^hen it is so, it has an exquisite relish. I belieye 
this remark may be allowed just, when confined to the 
Eueopeait nations, and to the present age, or rather to the 
preceding one; But I think it maybe accounted for from 
moral causes. All the sciences and liberal arts have been 
imported to us from the south ; and it is easy to imagine, 
that, in the first order of application, when excited by emu- 
lation and by glory, the few, who were addicted to them, 
would carry them to the greatest height, and stretch every 
nerve, and every faculty, to reach the pinnacle of perfection. 
Such illustrious examples spread knowledge everywhere, and 
begot an universal esteem for the sciences : After which it 
is no wonder, that industry relaxes ; while men meet not with 
suitable encoui^agement, nor arrive at such distinction by 
their attainments. The universal diffusion of learning 
among a people, and the entire banishment of gross igno- 
rance and rusticity, is, therefore, seldom attended with any 
remarkable perfection in particular persons. ^ It seems to be 
taken for granted in the dialogue de Omtonbiis, that know- 
ledge was much more common in YESPASIA]S^^S age than in 
that of Cicero and Auotjstus. ♦ Quin-tiliae* also complains 
of the profanation of learning', by its becoming too common. 
^ Formerly,^ says Juvenal, ^ science was confined to 
Greece and Italy. Now the whole world emulates Athens 
and Roue, Eloquent Gaul has taught Britain, knowing in 
the laws. Even Thule entertains thoughts of hiring rheto- 
ricians for its instruction.^ ^ This state of learning is re- 
markable ; because Juvenal is himself the last of the Roman 
writers, that possessed any degree of genius. Those, who 
succeeded, are valued for nothing but the matters of fact, of 
which they give us information. I hope the late conversion 
of Muscovy to the study of the sciences will not prove a like 
prognostic to the present period of learning. 

Cardinal Bentivoolio gives the jweference to the northern 
nations above the southern with regard to candour and sin- 

* [Tint ‘'(‘utcnee and the next ■were Nunc tofu's Guaixs, not'trasque liahot 
added in Edition K ] c iLui Athenas 

Gallia caubi dices docuit facunda Eni- 
^ “Sed Cantalxr undo tvnnos 

Stoicub ? aiitiij[ui prctseitini situte Me- Pu conducendo loquitur jam rlietoro 

Thule.” Sat. 15. 108, 



OP NATIONAL OHALACTERS. 


2o5 


cerity ; and mentions, on the one hand, the Spais’IARDs and 
Italiais’S, and on the other, the Plemiistos and Germans. 
But I am apt to think, that this has happened by accident. 
The ancient Romans seem to have been a candid sincere 
people, as are the modern Turks. But if we must needs 
suppose, that this #vent has arisen from fixed causes, we may 
only conclude from it, that all extremes are apt to concur, 
and are commonly attended with the same consequences. 
Treachery is the usual concomitant of ignorance and bar- 
barism; and if civilised nations ever embrace subtle and 
crooked politics, it is from an excess of refinement, which 
makes them disdain the plain direct path to power and glory. 

Most conquests have gone jfrom north to south ; and it has 
hence been inferred, that the northern nations possess a 
superior degree of courage and ferocity. But it would have 
been juster to have said, that most conquests are made by 
poverty and want upon plenty and riches. The Saracens, 
leaving the deserts of Arabia, carried their conquests north- 
wards upon all the fertile provinces of the Roman empire ; 
and met the Turks half way, who were coming southwards 
from the deserts of Tartary. 

An eminent writer ^ has remarked, that all courageous ani- 
mals are also carnivorous, and that greater courage is to be ex- 
pected in a people, such as the Enolish, whose food is strong 
and hearty, than in the half-starved commonalty of other 
countries. But the Swedes, notwithstanding their disadvan- 
tages in this particular, are not inferior, in martial courage, 
to any nation that ever was in the world. 

In general, we may observe, that courage, of all national 
qualities, is the most precarious ; because it is exerted only 
at intervals, and by a few in every nation ; whereas industry, 
linowledge, civility, may be of constant and universal use, 
and for several ages, may become habitual to the whole 
people. If courage be preserved, it must be by discipline, 
example, and opinion. The tenth legion of C-Esar, and the 
regiment of Picardy in^PRANCE were formed promiscuously 
from among the citizens; but having once entertained a 
notion, that they were the best troojps in the seiwice, this veiy 
opinion really made them such. 

As a proof how much coux’age depends on opinion, we may 
observe, that, of the two chief tribes of the Greeks, the 

^ Sir William Temple’s account of the Ntthci lands. 
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Dorians, and Ionians, the former were always esteemed, 
and always appeared more brave and manly than the latter ; 
though the colonies of both the tribes were interspersed aij-d 
intermingled throughout all the extent of Greece, the Lesser 
Asia, Sicily, Italy, and the islands of tJie -®oean sea. The 
Athenians were the only Ionians that evir had any reputa- 
tion for valour or military achievements ; though even these 
were deemed inferior to the Lacedemonians, the bravest of 
the Dorians. 

The only observation, with regard to the difference of men 
in different climates, on which we can rest any weight, is 
the vulgar one, that people in the northern regions have a 
greater inclination to strong liquors, and those in the south- 
ern to love and women. One can assign a very probable 
physical cause for this difference. Wine and distilled waters 
warm the frozen blood in the colder climates, and fortify 
men against the injuries of the weather : As the genial heat 
of the sun, in the countries exposed to his beams, inflames 
the blood, and exalts the passion between the sexes. 

Perhaps too, the matter may be accounted for by moral 
causes. All strong liquors are raider in the north, and con- 
sequently are more coveted. Diodorus Siculus ' tells us, 
that the Gauls in his time were great drunkards, and much 
addicted to wine ; chiefly, I suppose, from its rarity and 
novelty. On the other hand, the heat in the southern 
climates, obliging men and women to go half naked, 
thereby renders their frequent commerce more dangerous, 
and inflames their mutual passion. This makes parents and 
husbands more jealous and reserved ; which still further 
inflames the passion. Not to mention, that, as women ripen 
sooner in the southern regions, it is necessary to observe 
greater jealousy and care in their education ; it being evi- 
dent, that a girl of twelve cannot possess equal discretion to 
govern this passion, with one who feels not its violence till 
she be seventeen or eighteen. ^Nothing so much encourages 

^ V 26. The same author ascribes says, that the Gauls are the only 
taciturnity to that peojile , a new proof warlike nation, who are negligent of 
tliat national characters may alter very vomen. 

mueli. ‘ Taciturnity, as a national cha- - [This sentence was added in Edi- 
racter, implies unsociableness Abis- tion R ] 

TOTLE in his Politics, book ii cap 9, 


[This sentence was acldod in Edition K , and the next in Edition M ] 
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the passion of love as ease and leisure, or is more destructive 
to it than industry and hard labour ; and as the necessities 
of, men are evidently fewer in the warm climates than in the 
cold ones, this circumstance alone may make a considerable 
difference between them. 

But perhaps thf fact is doubtful, that nature has, either 
from moral or physical causes, distributed these respective 
inclinations to the different climates. The ancient GtBEEKS, 
though born in a warm climate, seem to have been much 
addicted to the bottle ; nor were their parties of pleasure 
anything but matches of drinking among men, who passed 
their time altogether apart from the fair. Yet when Alex- 
ander led the Greeks into Persia, a still more southern 
climate, they multiplied their debauches of this kind, in 
imitation of the Persian manners.^ So honourable was the 
character of a drunkard among the Persians, that Ctrus 
the younger, soliciting the sober Lacedemonians for succour 
against his brother Artaxerxes, claims it chiefly on ac- 
count of his superior endowments, as more valorous, more 
bountiful, and a better drinker.^ Darius Htstaspes made 
it be insciibed on his tombstone, among his other virtues and 
princely qualities, that no one could bear a greater quantity 
of liquor. You may obtain any thing of the NTeoroes by 
offering them strong drink; and may easily prevail with 
them to sell, not only their children, but Jbheir wives and 
mistresses, for a cask of brandy. In France and Italy few 
drink pure wine, except in the greatest heats of summer ; and 
indeed, it is then almost as necessary, in order to recruit the 
spirits, evaporated by heat, as it is in Sweden, during the 
winter, in order to warm the bodies congealed by the ligour 
vf the season. 

If jealousy be regarded as a proof of an amorous disposi- 
tion, no people were more jealous than the Muscovites, 
before their communication with Europe had somewhat 
altered their manners in this particular. 

• But supposing the fact true, that nature, by physical prin- 
ciples, has regularly distributed these two passions, the one 
to the northern, the other to the southern regions ; we can 
only infer, that the climate may affect the grosser and more 
bodily organs of our frame ; not that it can work upon those 

* Dabilonii maxime in vinuni, ij qu(B Cur lib v cap. i. 
cbruidteni sequicntiir, (Jficsisunt QuiNr. ^ Plut. Simp. lib. i. quaist. 4 
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finer organs, on whicli ilie operations of the mind and un- 
derstanding depend. And this is agreeable to the analogy 
of nature. The races of animals never degenerate whfsn 
carefully tended ; and horses, in particular, always show 
their blood in their shape, spirit, and swiftness : But a cox- 
comb may beget a philosopher 5 as a man of virtue may 
leave a worthless progeny. 

I shall conclude this subject with observing, that though 
the passion for liquor be more brutal and debasing than 
love, which, when properly managed, is the source of all 
politeness and refinement; yet this gives not so great an 
advantage to the southern climates, as we may be apt, at 
first sight, to imagine. When love goes beyond a certain 
pitch, it renders men jealous, and cuts off the free inter- 
course between the sexes, on which the politeness of a nation 
will commonly much depend. And if we would subtilize 
and refine upon this point, we might observe, that the people, 
in very temperate climates, are the most likely to attain all 
sorts of improvement ; their blood not being so inflamed as 
to render them jealous, and yet being warm enough to make 
them set a due value on the charms and endowments of the 
fair sex. 

^ Essat XXII . — Of Tragedy. 

It seems an unaccountable pleasure, which the spectators of 
a well- written tragedy receive from sorrow, terror, anxiety, 
and other passions, that are in themselves disagreeable and 
uneasy. The more they are touched and affected, the more 
are they delighted with the spectacle ; and as soon as the 
uneasy passions cease to operate, the piece is at an end. 
One scene of full joy and contentment and security is the 
utmost, that any composition of this kind can bear ; and it 
is sure always to be the concluding one. If, in the texture 
of the piece, there be interwoven any scenes of satisfaction, 
they afford only faint gleams of pleasure, which are thrown 
in % way of variety, and in order to plunge the actors into ^ 
deeper distress, by means of that contrast and disappoint- 
ment. The whole heart of the poet is employed, in rouzing 
and supporting the compassion and indignation, the anxiety 
and resentment of his audience. They are i)leased in pro- 
portion as they are afflicted, and never are so happy as when 
they employ tears, sobs, and cries to give vent to their sor- 
* [This Essay vas first published in Edition L.] 
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row, and relieve their heart, swoln with the tenderest syra- 
l^athj and compassion. 

JChe few critics who have had some tincture of philosophy, 
have remarked this singular pha3nomenon, and have en- 
deavoured to account for it. 

L^Ahbe Dunos, fk his reflections on poetry and painting, 
asserts, that nothing is in general so disagreeable to the 
mind as the languid, listless state of indolence, into which 
it falls upon the removal of all passion and occupation. To 
get rid of this painful situation, it seeks every amusement 
and pursuit ; business, gaming, shews, executions 3 what- 
ever will rouze the passions, and take its attention from it- 
self. So matter what the passion is : Let it be disagreeable, 
afflicting, melancholy, disordered ; it is still better than that 
insipid languor, which arises from perfect tranquillity and 
repose. 

It is impossible not to admit this account, as being, at 
least in part, satisfactory. You may observe, when there 
are several tables of gaming, that all the company run to 
those, where the deepest play is, even though they find not 
there the best players. The view, or, at least, imagination 
of high passions, arising from great loss or gain, affects 
the spectator by sympathy, gives him some touches of the 
same passions, and serves him for a momentary entertain- 
ment. It makes the time pass the easier .with him, and is 
some relief to that oppression, under which men commonly 
labour, when left entirely to their own thoughts and medi- 
tations. 

We find that common liars always magnify, in their nar- 
rations, aU kinds of dangex’, pain, distress, sickness, deaths, 
murders, and cruelties ; as well as joy, beauty, mfrth, and 
magnificence. It is an absurd secret, which they have for 
pleasing their company, fixing their attention, and attaching 
them to such maiTellous relations, by the passions and 
emotions, which they excite. 

There is, however, a ffifficulty in applying to the present 
subject, in its full extent, this solution, however ingenious 
and satisfacioiy it may aj)peai% It is certain, that the same 
object of distress, which pleases in a tragedy, were it really 
set before us, would give the most unfeigned uneasiness ; 
though it be then the most effectual cure to languor and 
indolence. Monsieur Fontenelle seems to have been sen- 
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sible of this difficulty; and accordingly attempts another 
solation of the phsenomenon ; at least makes some addition 
to the theory above mentioned.^ , 

^ Pleasure and pain/ says he, ^ which are two sentiments 
so different in themselves, differ not so much in their cause* 
Prom the instance of tickling, it appeats, that the move- 
ment of pleasure, pushed a little too far, becomes pain ; and 
that the movement of pain, a little moderated, becomes plea- 
sure, Hence it proceeds, that there is such a thing as a 
sorrow, soft and agreeable: It is a pain weakened and 
diminished. The heart likes naturally to be moved and 
affected. Melancholy objects suit it, and even disastrous 
and sorrowful, provided they are softened by some circum- 
stance. Iti is certain, that, on the theatre, the representation 
has almost the effect of reality ; yeb it has not altogether that 
effect. However we may be hurried away by the spectacle ; 
whatever dominion the senses and imagination may usurp 
over the reason, there still lurks at the bottom a certain idea 
of falsehood in the whole of what we see. This idea, though 
weak and disguised, suffices to diminish the pain which we 
suffer from the misfortunes of those whom we love, and to 
reduce that affliction to such a pitch as converts it into a 
pleasure. We weep for the nfisfortune of a hero, to whom 
we are attached. In the same instant we comfort ourselves, 
by reflecting, th^t it is nothing but a fiction : And it is pre- 
cisely that mixture of sentiments, which composes an agree- 
able sorrow, and tears that delight us. But as that affliction, 
which is caused by exterior and sensible objects, is stronger 
than the consolation which arises from an internal reflection, 
they are the effects and symptoms of sorrow, that ought to 
predominate in the composition.’ 

This solution seems just and convincing ; but perhaps it 
wants still some new addition, in order to make it answer 
fully the pha3nomenon, which we here examine. All the 
passions, excited by eloquence, are agreeable in the highest 
degree, as well as those which ar5 moved by painting and " 
the theatre. The epilogues of Ciceeo are, on this account 
chiefly, the delight of every reader of taste ; and it is difficult 
to read some of them without the deepest sympathy and 
sorrow. His merit as an orator, no doubt, depends much on 
his success in this particular. When he had raised tears in 
* Uoflexion*- sur la poi‘tiqiie, § 3G 
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liis judges and all his audience, they were then the most 
highly delighted, and expressed the greatest satisfaction with 
th^ pleader. The pathetic description of the butchery, made 
by Veebes of the Siciliaet captains, is a masterpiece of this 
kind : But I believe none will aiBSirm, that the being present 
at a melancholy sc^ne of that nature would afford any enter- 
tainment. Neither is the sorrow here softened by fiction ; 
For the audience were convinced of the reality of every cir- 
cumstance. What is it then, which in this case raises a 
pleasure from the bosom of uneasiness, so to speak; and a 
jileasure, which still retains all the features and outward 
symptoms of distress and sorrow ? 

I answer; This extraox'dinary effect proceeds from that 
veiy eloquence, with which the melancholy scene is i^epre- 
sented. The genius required to paint objects in a lively 
manner, the art employed in collecting all the pathetic cii- 
cumstances, the judgment displayed in disposing them : the 
exercise, 1 say, of these noble talents, together with the 
force of expression, and beauty of oratorial numbers, diffuse 
the highest satisfaction on the audience, and excite the most 
delightful movements. By this means, the uneasiness of 
the melancholy passions is not only overpowei'ed and effaced 
by something stronger of aif opposite kind; but the whole 
impulse of those passions is converted into pleasure, and 
swells the delight which the eloquence raises in us. The 
same force of oratory, employed on an uninteresting subject, 
would not please half so much, or rather would appear alto- 
gether I’idiculous ; and the mind, being left in absolute calm- 
ness and indifference, would relish none of those beauties of 
imagination or expression, which, if joined to passion, give 
it such exquisite entertainment. The impulse or vehemence, 
aidsing from sorrow, compassion, indignation, receives a new 
direction from the sentiments of beauty. The latter, being 
the predominant emotion, seize the whole mind, and convert 
the former into themselves, at least tincture them so strongly 
' as totally to alter their nJtui'e. And the soul, being, at the 
same time, i^ouzed by j)assion, and charmed by eloquence, 
feels on the whole a sti’ong movement, which is altogether 
delightful. 

The same indnciple takes place in tragedy ; wdth this addi- 
tion, that tragedy is an imitation; and imitation is always 
of itself agreeable. This circumstance serves still farther 
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to smooth the motions of passion, and convert the whole 
feeling into one uniform and strong enjoyment. Objects of 
the greatest terror and distress please in painting, and please 
more than the most beautiful objects, that appear calm and 
indifferent.^ The affection, ronzing the mind, excites a 
large stock of spirit and vehemence; ^hich is all trans- 
formed into pleasure by the force of the prevailing move- 
ment. It is thus the fiction of tragedy softens the passion, 
by an infusion of a new feeling, not merely by weakening or 
diminishing the sorrow. You may by degrees weaken a real 
sorrow, till it totally disappears ; yet in none of its gradua- 
tions will it ever give pleasure ; except, perhaps, by accident, 
to a man sunk under lethargic indolence, whom it roiizes 
from that languid state. 

To confirm this theory, it will be sufficient to produce 
other instances, where the subordinate movement is converted 
into the predominant, and gives force to it, though of a dif- 
ferent, and even sometimes though of a contrary nature. 

Novelty naturally rouzes the mind, and attracts our atten- 
tion ; and the movements, which it causes, are always con- 
verted into any passion, belonging to the object, and join 
their force to it. Whether an event excite joy or sorrow, 
pride or shame, anger or good-will, it is sure to j)roduce a 
stronger affection, when new or unusual. And though 
novelty of itself f be agreeable, it fortifies the painful, as well 
as agi'eeable i)assions. 

Had you any intention to move a person extremely by the 
narration of any event, the best method of encreasiiig its 
effect would be artfully to delay informing him of it, and 
first to excite his curiosity and impatience before you let him 
into the secret. This is the artifice practised by Iago in the 
famous scene of Shakespeare ; and every spectator is sensi- 
ble, that Othello’s jealousy acquires additional force from 
his preceding impatience, and that the subordinate passion 
is here readily transformed into the predominant one. 

Difficulties encrease passions of^ every kind ; and bj^ rouz- ^ 

^ Pamteis make no 5-criiplo of rcpre- one in!>tnnt , and if that Le passionate 
sonfing distiL^s and sorroTr as well as enough it ib sure to affect and delight 
any other passion Rut they seem not the spectator Rut nothing can fiiriiish 
to d'i\ell so much on these melancholy to the poet a variety of scenes and luci- 
affections as tlie poets Tiho, tho’ they dents and sentiineiits, except distress, 
copy evcij emotion of the human hreast, leiror, or anxiety Com pleat joy anel 
jet pass very quickly over the agrocal lie Mtis’^aetion is attended vith secuiity, 
sentiments A painter lepresents only and leaves no faither room for action 
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ing our attention, and exciting onr active powers, they pro- 
duce an emotion, which nourishes the prevailing affection. 

Parents commonly love that child most, whose sicldy in- 
firm frame of body has occasioned them the greatest pains, 
trouble, and anxiety in rearing him. The agreeable senti- 
ment of affection liere acquires force from sentiments of un- 
easiness. 

Nothing endears so much a friend as sorrow for his 
death. The pleasure of his company has not so powerful an 
influence. 

Jealousy is a painful passion ; yet without some share of 
it, the agreeable affection of love has difficulty to subsist in 
its full force and violence. Absence is also a great source of 
complaint among lovers, and gives them the greatest uneasi- 
ness : Tet nothing is more favourable to their mutual pas- 
sion than short intervals of that kind. And if long intervals 
often prove fatal, it is only because, through time, men are 
accustomed to them, and they cease to give uneasiness. 
Jealousy and absence in love compose the dolce ^peccmte of the 
Italians, which they suppose so essential to all pleasure. 

There is a fine obseivation of the elder Pliny, which illus- 
trates the principle here insisted on. It is very remarhalle, 
says he, that the last worhs of celebrated artists^ luhich they left 
imperfect^ are always the most 'prized, such as the Inis of 
Aeistides, the Ttndaeides of Nicomachxjs, the Medea of 
Timomachus, and the Venus of Apelles. * These are valued 
even above their finished productions : The broken lineaments 
of the piece, and the half-formed idea of the painter are care- 
fidly studied ; and our very grief for that curious hand, 'which 
had beefn stopped by death, is an additional encrease to our 
pleasured 

These instances (and many more might be collected) are 
sufficient to afford us some insight into the analogy of nature, 
and to show us, that the pleasure, which poets, orators, and 
musicians give us, by exciting grief, sorrow, indignation, 
compassion, is not so esjtraordinary or paradoxical, as it may 
at first sight appear. The force of imagination, the energy 

^ lUud voro perquam rarum ac memo- tiono esse quam perfecta. Quippo in 
ria dignnm, ctiam suprema opera arti- iis lineamenU roLqua, ip&eeque cogita- 
ficum, imperfecta&qne tabulas, sicut, tiones artificum spectantur, atque in 
IiiiN Amstidi&j Tyndauidas Nicomachi, lenocmio commendationis dolor est 
Mp.Ttv.AT^r Timohachi, & quam disimns manus, cum id ageret, estmetse. Lib. 
Venbrem Ayexlts, in majori admira- sxxy cap 11. 
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of expression, tlie power of numbers, the charms of imita- 
tion; all these are naturally, of themselves, delightful to 
the mind : And when the object presented lays also hold of 
some affection, the pleasure still rises upon us, by the con- 
version of this subordinate movement into that which is 
predominant. The passion, though, perhaps, naturally, and 
when excited by the simple appearance of a real object, it 
may be painful; yet is so smoothed, and softened, and 
mollified, when raised by the finer arts, that it affords the 
highest entertainment. 

To confirm this reasoning, we may observe, that if the 
movements of the imagination be not predominant above 
those of the passion, a contrary effect follows; and the 
former, being now subordinate, is converted into the latter, 
and still farther encreases the pain and affliction of the 
sufferer. 

Who could ever think of it as a good expedient for com- 
forting an afflicted j)arent, to exaggerate, with all the foi’ce 
of elocution, the irreparable loss, which he has met with by 
the death of a favourite child ? The more power of imagina- 
tion and expression you here employ, the more you encrease 
his despair and affliction. 

The shame, confusion, and terror of Veeees, no doubt, 
rose in proportion to the noble eloquence and vehemence of 
CiCEEO : So also did his pain and uneasiness. These former 
passions were too strong for the pleasure arising from the 
beauties of elocution ; and operated, though from the same 
principle, yet in a contrary manner, to the sympathy, com- 
passion, and indignation of the audience. 

Lord Claeendon, when he approaches towards the catas- 
trophe of the royal party, supposes, that his narration must 
then become infinitely disagi-eeable ; and he huiries over the 
king’s death, without giving us one circumstance of it. He 
considers it as too horrid a scene to be contemplated with 
any satisfaction, or even without the utmost pain and aver- 
sion. He himself, as well as the renders of that age, were 
too deeply concerned in the events, and felt a pain from sub- 
jects, which an historian and a reader of another age would 
regard as the most pathetic and most interesting, and, by 
consequence, the most agreeable. 

An action, represented in tragedy, may be too bloody and 
atrocious. It may excite such movements of horror as will 
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not soften into pleasure ; and the greatest energy of expres- 
sion, bestowed on descriptions of that nature, serves only to 
augment our uneasiness. Such is that action represented in 
the Amhitious Ste^pmotlier^ where a venerable old man, raised 
to the height of fury and despair, rushes against a pillar, 
and striking his kead upon it, besmears it all over with 
mingled brains and gore. The English theatre abounds too 
much with such shocking images. 

Even the common sentiments of compassion require to be 
softened by some agreeable affection, in order to give a 
thorough satisfaction to the audience. The mere suffering 
of plaintive virtue, under the triumphant tyranny and oppres- 
sion of vice, forms a disagreeable spectacle, and is carefully 
avoided by all masters of the drama. In order to dismiss 
the audience with entire satisfaction and contentment, the 
virtue must either convert itself into a noble coux’ageous 
despair, or the vice receive its proper punishment. 

Most painters appear in this light to have been very un- 
happy in their subjects. As they wrought much for churches 
and convents, they have chiefly represented such horrible 
subjects as crucifixions and martyrdoms, where nothing ap- 
pears but tortures, wounds, executions, and passive suffering, 
without any action or affection. When they turned their 
pencil from this ghastly mythology, they had commonly re- 
course to Ovid, whose fictions, though passionate and agree- 
able, are scarcely natural or probable enougL. for painting. 

The same inversion of that principle, which is here insisted 
on, displays itself in common life, as in the effects of oratory 
and poetry. Eaise so the subordinate passion that it becomes 
the predominant, it swallows up that affection which it before 
nourished and encreased. Too much jealousy extinguishes 
love ; Too much difSculty renders us indifferent : Too much 
sickness and infirmity disgusts a selfish and unkind parent. 

What so disagreeable as the dismal, gloomy, disastrous 
stories, with which melancholy people entertain their coin- 
» panions ? The uneasy passion being there raised alone, un- 
accompanied with any spirit, genius, or eloquence, conveys a 
pure uneasiness, and is attended with nothing that can soften 
it into pleasure or satisfaction. 
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* Essat XXIIL — Of the Standard of Taste. 

The great variety of Taste, as -well as of opinion, wliich. pre- 
vails in tlie world, is too obvioas not to have fallen undW 
every one’s observation. Men of the most confined knowledge 
aa-e able to remark a difference of taste ki the narrow circle 
of their acquaintance, even where the persons have been 
educated under the same government, and have early imbibed 
the same prejudices. But those, who can enlarge their view 
to contemplate distant nations and remote ages, are still 
moi’e surprized at the great inconsistence and contrariety. 
We are apt to call harharom whatever departs widely from 
our own taste and apprehension : But soon find the epithet 
of reproach retorted on us. And the highest arrogance and 
self-conceit is at last startled, on observing an equal assurance 
on all sides, and scruples, amidst such a contest of sentiment, 
to pronounce positively in its o^vn favour. 

As this variety of taste is obvious to the most careless 
enquirer ; so will it be found, on examination, to be still 
greater in reality than in appeai'ance. The sentiments of 
men often differ with regard to beauty and deformity of all 
kinds, even while their general discourse is the same. There 
are certain terms in every language, which import blame, and 
others praise ; and aU men, who use the same tongue, must 
agree in their application of them. Every voice is united in 
applauding elegance, propriety, simplicity, spirit in writing ; 
and in blaming fustian, affectation, coldness, and a false 
brilliancy ; But when critics come to particulars, this seeming 
unanimity vanishes ; and it is found, that they had affixed 
a veiy different meaning to their expressions. In all matters 
of opinion and science, the case is opposite : The difference 
among men is there oftener found to lie in generals than in 
particulars ; and to be less in reality than in appearance. 
An explanation of the terms commonly ends the controversy ; 
and the disputants are surprized to find, that they had been 
quarrelling, while at bottom they agreed in their judgment. ' 

Those who found morality on sentiment, more ttia.n on 
reason, are inclined to comprehend ethics under the former 
observation, and to maintain, that, in all questions, which 
regard conduct and manners, the difference among men is 
really greater than at first sight it appears. It is indeed 

* [Thite Ess.iy was first imblishetl in Edition L ] 
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obvious, that writers of all nations and all ages concur in 
aiDplaudiiig justice, humanity, magnanimity, prudence, vera- 
city ; and in blaming the opposite qualities. Even poets and 
other authors, whose compositions are chiefly calculated to 
please the imagination, are yet found, from Homee. down to 
EEJiTELON, to incultate the same moral precej^ts, and to bestow 
their applause and blame on the same virtues and vices. 
This great unanimity is usually ascribed to the influence of 
plain reason ; which, in all these cases, maintains similar 
sentiments in all men, and prevents those controversies, to 
which the abstract sciences are so much exposed. So far as 
the unanimity is real, this account may be admitted as satis- 
factory : But we must also allow that some part of the seem- 
ing harmony in morals may be accounted for from the very 
nature of language. The word virivje^ with its equivalent in 
every tongue, implies praise ; as that of ^n‘ce does blame : 
And no one, without the most obvious and grossest imj)ro- 
priety, could affix reproach to a term, which in general 
acceptation is understood in a good sense ; or bestow applause, 
where the idiom requires disaj)probation. Homer’s general 
precej)ts, where he delivers any such, will never be contro- 
verted; but it is obvious, that, when ho draws particular 
pictures of manners, and rep^-esents heroism in Achilles and 
prudence in Ultsses, he intermixes a much greater degx'ee 
of ferocity in the former, and of cunning ^and fraud in the 
latter, than Eexeloh would admit of. The sage IJltsses in 
the Greek poet seems to delight in lies and fictions, and 
often employs them without any necessity or even advantage : 
But his more scrupulous son, in the Frejxoh epic -wiiter, ex- 
poses himself to the most imminent perils, rather than depart 
from the most exact line of truth and veracity. 

The admirers and followers of the Alcoram insist on the 
excellent moral precepts interspersed throughout that wild 
and absurd performance. But it is to be supposed, that the 
Arabic words, which correspond to the Eng-lish, equity, 
justice, temperance, m^tness, charity, were such as, from 
the constant nse of that tongue, must always be taken in a 
good sense; and it would have argued the greatest ignorance, 
not of morals, but of language, to have mentioned them with 
any ej)ithets, besides those of applause and approbation. But 
would we know, whether the pretended prophet had really 
attained a just sentiment of morals ? Let us attend to his 
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narration ; and we sliall soon find, tliat lie bestows praise on 
sncb. instances of treacliery, inbumanity, cruelty, revenge, 
bigotry, as are utterly incompatible with civilized societj^ 
No steady rule of right seems there to be attended to ; and 
every action is blamed or praised, so far only as it is bene- 
ficial or hurtful to the true believers. • 

The merit of delivering true general precepts in ethics is 
indeed very small. Whoever recommends any moral virtues, 
really does no more than is implied in the terms themselves. 
That people, who invented the word charity ^ and used it in a 
good sense, inculcated more clearly and much more effica- 
ciously, the precept, he charitable, than any pretended legis- 
lator or prophet, who should insert such a maxim in his 
writings. Of all expressions, those, which, together with 
their other meaning, imply a degree either of blame or appro- 
bation, are the least liable to be perverted or mistaken. 

It is natural for us to seek a Standard of Taste ; a rule, by 
which the various sentiments of men may be reconciled ; at 
least, a decision, affoi'ded, confirming one sentiment, and 
condemning another. 

There is a species of iffiilosophy, which cuts oflf all hopes 
of success in such an attempt, and represents the impossibility 
of ever attaining any standard (f£ taste. The difference, it is 
said, is very wide between judgment and sentiment. All 
sentiment is rigljt ; because sentiment has a reference to 
nothing beyond itself, and is always real, wherever a man is 
conscious of it. But all determinations of the understanding 
are not right; because they have a reference to something be- 
yond themselves, to wit, real matter of fact; and are not 
always conformable to that standard. Among a thousand 
different opinions which different men may entertain of the 
same subject, there is one, and but one, that is just and true; 
and the only difficulty is to fix and ascertain it. On the 
contrary, a thousand different sentiments, excited by the same 
object, are all right: Because no sentiment represents what 
is really in the object. It only marks a certain conformity 
or relation between the object and the organs or faculties of 
the mind ; and if that conformity did not really exist, the 
sentiment could never j)Ossibly have being. Beauty is no 
quality in things themselves: It exists merely in the 
mind which contemplates them ; and each mind perceives 
a different beauty. One person may even perceive deformity, 
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'where another is sensible of beauty ; and every individual 
ought to acquiesce in his own sentiment, without pretending to 
r^'ulate those of others. To seek the real beauty, or real de- 
formity, is as fruitless an enquiry, as to pretend to ascertain 
the real sweet or real bitter. According to the disposition of 
the organs, the sailtne object may be both sweet and bitter ; 
and the proverb has justly determined it to be fruitless to 
dispute concerning tastes. It is very natural, and even quite 
necessary, to extend this axiom to mental, as well as bodily 
taste ; and thus common sense, which is so often at variance 
with philosophy, especially with the sceptical kind, is found, 
in one instance at least, to agree in pronouncing the same 
decision. 

But though this axiom, by passing into a proverb, seems to 
have attained the sanction of common sense ; there is certainly 
a species of common sense which opposes it, at least serves 
to modify and restrain it. Whoever would assert an equality 
of genius and elegance between Ogilbt and Milton, or 
Buntan and Addison, would be thought to defend no less 
an extravagance, than if he had maintained a mole-hill 
to be as high as Teneeifpe, or a pond as extensive as the 
ocean. Though there may be found persons, who give the 
preference to the former authors ; no one pays attention to 
such a taste ; and we pronounce without scruple the senti- 
ment of these pretended critics to be absurd and ridiculous. 
The principle of the natural equality of tastes is then totally 
forgot, and while we admit it on some occasions, where the 
objects seem near an equality, it appears an extravagant 
paradox, or rather a palpable absurdity, where objects so dis- 
proportioned are compared together. 

It is evident that none of the rules of composition are 
fixed by reasonings a ^priori, or can be esteemed abstract con- 
clusions of the understanding, from comparing those habitudes 
and relations of ideas, which are eternal and immutable. 
Their foundation is the same with that of all the practical 
sciences, experience ; ndt are they any thing but general 
observations, concerning what has been universally found to 
please in all countries and in all ages. Many of the beauties 
of poetry and even of eloquence are founded on falsehood 
and fiction, on hyperboles, metaphors, and an abuse or per- 
version of terms from their natural meaning. To check the 
sallies of the imagination, and to reduce every expression to 
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geometrical truth and exactness, would be the most contrary 
to the laws of criticism; because it woiold produce a work, 
which, by universal experience, has been found the most 
insipid and disagreeable. But though poetry can never sub- 
mit to exact truth, it must be confined bj rules of art, dis- 
covered to the author either by genius or observation. If 
some negligent or irregular writers have pleased, they have 
not pleased by their transgressions of rule or order, but in 
spite of these transgressions : They have possessed other 
beauties, which were conformable to just criticism ; and the 
force of these beauties has been able to overpower censure, 
and give the mind a satisfaction superior to the disgust 
arising from the blemishes. Aeiosto pleases ; but not by 
his monstrous and improbable filctions, by his bizarre mixture 
of the serious and comic styles, by the want of coherence in 
his stories, or by the continual interruptions of his narration. 
He charms by the force and clearness of his expression, by 
the readiness and variety of his inventions, and by his natural 
pictures of the passions, especially those of the gay and 
amorous kind : And however his faults may diminish our 
satisfaction, they are not able entirely to destroy it. Did 
our pleasure really arise from those parts of his poem, which 
we denominate faults, this would be no objection to criticism 
in general: It would only be an objection to those particular 
rules of criticism, which would establish such circumstances 
to be faults, and would represent them as universally blame- 
able. If they are found to j)leaso, they cannot be faults ; let 
the pleasure, which they j)roduce, be ever so unexpected and 
unaccountable. 

But though all the general rules of art are founded only on 
experience and on the observation of the common sentiments 
of human nature, we must not imagine, that, on every occa- 
sion, the feelings of men will be conformable to these rules. 
Those finer emotions of the mind are of a very tender and 
delicate nature, and require the concurrence of many favour- 
able circumstances to make thenf play with facility and 
exactness, according to their general and established princi- 
ples. The least exterior hindrance to such small springs, or 
the least internal disorder, disturbs their motion, and con- 
founds the operation of the whole machine. Wlien we would 
make an experiment of this nature, and w^ould try the force 
of any beauty or deformity, we must choose with care a 
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proper time and place, and bring tbe fancy to a suitable 
situation and disposition, A perfect serenity of mind, a re- 
collection of thought, a due attention to the object; if any 
of these circumstances be wanting, our experiment will be 
fallacious, and we shall be unable to judge of the catholic 
and universal beauly. The relation, which nature has placed 
between the form and the sentiment, will at least be more 
obscure ; and it will require greater accuracy to trace and 
discern it. We shall be able to ascertain its influence not so 
much from the operation of each particular beauty, as from the 
durable admiration, which attends those works, that have 
survived all the caprices of mode and fashion, all the mis- 
takes of ignorance and envy. 

The same Homeb, who pleased at Athens and Eohe two 
thousand years ago, is still admired at Pabis and at London. 
All the changes of climate, government, religion, and lan- 
guage, have not been able to obscure his glory. Authority 
or prejudice may give a temporary vogue to a bad poet or 
orator ; but his reiDutation will never be durable or general. 
When his comiDOsitions are examined by posterity or by 
foreigners, the enchantment is dissipated, and his faults 
appear in their true colours. On the contrary, a real genius, 
the longer his works endure, and the more wide they are 
spread, the more sincere is the admiration which he meets 
with. Envy and jealousy have too much place in a naiTow 
circle ; and even familiar acquaintance with his person may 
diminish the applause due to his performances : But when 
these obstructions are removed, the beauties, which are natu- 
rally fitted to excite agreeable sentiments, immediately dis- 
play their energy ; and while the world endures, they maintain 
their authority over the minds of men. 

It ajDpears then, that, amidst all the variety and caprice of 
taste, there are certain general princixDles of approbation or 
blame, whose influence a careful eye may trace in all opera- 
tions of the mind. Some particular forms or qualities, from 
the original stracture of the internal fabric, are calculated to 
please, and others to displease ; and if they fail of their 
effect in any paitiicular instance, it is from some apparent 
defect or imperfection in the organ. A man in a fever would 
not insist on his palate as able to decide concerning flavours ; 
nor would one, affected with the jaundice, pretend to give a 
verdict with regard to colours. In each creature, there is a 
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sound and a defective state ; and the former alone can be 
supposed to afford us a true standard of taste and sentiment. 
If, in tlie sound state of the organ, there be an entire oi; a 
considerable uniformity of sentiment among men, we may 
thence derive an idea of the perfect beauty ; in like manner 
as the appearance of objects in day-light, 'co the eye of a man 
in health, is denominated their true and real colour, even 
while colour is allowed to be merely a phantasm of the senses. 

Many and frequent are the defects in the internal organs, 
which prevent or weaken the influence of those general prin- 
ciples, on which depends our sentiment of beauty or deformity. 
Though some objects, by the structure of the mind, be natu- 
rally calculated to give pleasure, it is not to be expected, that 
in every individual the pleasure will be equally felt. Parti- 
cular incidents and situations occur, which either throw a 
false light on the objects, or hinder the true from conveying 
to the imagination the proper sentiment and perception. 

One obvious cause, why many feel not the proper sentiment 
of beauty, is the want of that delicacy of imagination, which 
is requisite to convey a sensibility of those finer emotions. 
This delicacy every one pretends to : Every one talks of it ; 
and would reduce every kind of taste or sentiment to its 
standard. But as our intention in this essay is to mingle 
some light of the understanding with the feelings of senti- 
ment, it will ba proper to give a more accurate definition 
of delicacy, than has hitherto been attempted. And not to 
draw our philosophy from too profound a source, we shall 
have recourse to a noted stoiy in Dok Quixote. 

It is with good reason, says Sancho to the squire with the 
great nose, that I pretend to have a judgment in wine : This 
is a quality hereditary in our family. Two of my kinsmen 
were once called to give their opinion of a hogshead, which 
was supposed to be excellent, being old and of a good vintage. 
One of them tastes it ; considers it ; and after mature reflec- 
tion pronounces the vrine to be good, were it not for a small 
taste of leather, which he perceived in it. The other, after 
using the same precautions, gives also his vei'dict in favour of 
the wine ; but with the reserve of a taste of iron, which he 
could easily distinguish. You cannot imagine how much 
they were both ridiculed for their judgment. But who 
laughed in the end ? On emptying the hogshead, there was 
found at the bottom, an old key with a leathern thong tied to it. 
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Tlie great resemblance between mental and bodily taste 
will easily teach us to apply this story. Though it be certain, 
that beauty and deformity, more than sweet and bitter, are 
not qualities in objects, but belong entirely to the sentiment, 
internal or external ; it must be allowed, that there are cer- 
tain qualities in objects, which are fitted by nature to produce 
those particular feelings. Now as these qualities may be found 
in a small degree, or may be mixed and confounded with each 
other, it often happens, that the taste is not affected with 
such minute qualities, or is not able to distinguish all the 
particular flavours, amidst the disorder, in which they are 
presented. Where the organs are so fine, as to allow nothing 
to escape them ; and at the same time so exact as to perceive 
eveiy ingredient in the composition : This we call delicacy of 
taste, whether we employ these terms in the literal or meta- 
phorical sense. Here then the general rules of beauty are of 
use ; being drawn from established models, and from the 
observation of what pleases or displeases, when presented 
singly and in a high degree : And if the same qualities, in a 
continued composition and in a smaller degree, affect not the 
organs with a sensible delight or uneasiness, we exclude the 
person from all pretensions to this delicacy. To produce 
these general rules or avowed patterns of composition is like 
finding the bey with the leathern thong ; which justified the 
verdict of Sanoho’s kinsmen, and confounded*those pretended 
judges who had condemned them. Though the hogshead had 
never been emptied, the taste of the one was still equally 
delicate, and that of the other equally dull and languid : But 
it would have been more difficult to have proved the supe- 
riority of the former, to the conviction of every by-stander. 
In like manner, though the beauties of writing had never 
been methodized, or reduced to general principles ; though 
no excellent models had ever been aclmowledged ; the dif- 
ferent degrees of taste would still have subsisted, and the 
judgment of one man been preferable to that of another; 
^but it would not have been so easy to silence the bad critic, 
who might always insist upon his particular sentiment, and 
refuse to submit to his antagonist. But when we show him 
an avowed principle of art ; when we illustrate this principle 
by examples, whose oj)eration, from his own particular taste, 
he acknowledges to be conformable to the principle ; when 
we prove, that the same principle may be aj^plied to the pre- 
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sent case, wliere lie did not perceive or feel its influence : He 
must conclude, upon the whole, that the fault lies in himself, 
and that he wants the delicacy, which is requisite to make 
him sensible of every beauty and every blemish, in any com- 
position or discourse. 

It is acknowledged to be the perfection of every sense or 
faculty, to perceive with exactness its most minute objects, 
and allow nothing to escape its notice and observation. The 
smaller the objects are, which become sensible to the eye, 
the finer is that organ, and the more elaborate its make and 
composition. A good palate is not tried by strong flavours ; 
but by a mixture of small ingredients, where we are still 
sensible of each part, notwithstanding its minuteness and its 
confusion with the rest. In like manner, a quick and acute 
perception of beauty and deformity must be the perfection of 
our mental taste ; nor can a man be satisfied with himself 
while he suspects, that any excellence or blemish in a dis- 
course has passed him unobserved. In this case, the perfec- 
tion of the man, and the perfection of the sense or feeling, 
are found to be united. A very delicate palate, on many oc- 
casions, may be a great inconvenience both to a man himself 
and to his friends : But a delicate taste of wit or beauty 
must always be a desirable quality ; because it is the som’ce 
of all the finest and most innocent enjoyments, of which 
human nature is susceiDtible. In this decision the sentiments 
of all mankind are agreed. Wherever you can ascertain a 
delicacy of taste, it is sure to meet with approbation ; and 
the best way of ascertaining it is to appeal to those models 
and principles, which have been established by the uniform 
consent and experience of nations and ages. 

But though there be naturally a wide difference in point 
of delicacy between one person and another, nothing tends 
further to encrease and improve this talent, than practice in 
a particular art, and the frequent survey or contemplation of 
a particular species of beauty. When objects of any kind 
are first presented to the eye or imagination, the sentiment,*' 
which attends them, is obscure and confused ; and the mind 
is, in a great measure, incapable of pronouncing concerning 
their merits or defects. The taste cannot perceive the 
several excellences of the performance; much less distin- 
guish the particular character of each excellency, and ascer- 
tain its quality and degi’ee. If it pronounce the whole in 
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general to be beautiful or deformed, it is tbo utmost iliat can 
be expected ; and even this judgment, a person, so unprac- 
tised, will be apt to deliver with great hesitation and reserve. 
But allow him to acquire experience in those objects, his 
feeling becomes more exact and nice : He not only perceives 
the beauties and (fefects of each part, but marks the dis- 
tinguishing species of each quality, and assigns it suitable 
praise or blame. A clear and distinct sentiment attends him 
through the whole survey of the objects ; and he discerns 
that very degi’ee and kind of approbation or displeasure, 
which each part is naturally fitted to produce. The mist 
dissipates, which seemed formerly to hang over the object : 
The organ acquires greater perfection in its operations ; and 
can pronounce, without danger of mistake, concerning the 
merits of every performance. In a word, the same address 
and dexterity, which practice gives to the execution of any 
work, is also acquired by the same means, in the judging 
of it. 

So advantageous is practice to the discernment of beauty, 
that, before we can give judgment on any work of impor- 
tance, it will even be requisite, that that very individual 
performance be more than once perused by us, and be sur- 
veyed in different lights with attention and deliberation. 
There is a flutter or hurry of thought which attends the first 
perusal of any piece, and which confounds the genuine senti- 
ment of beauly . The relation of the parts is not discerned : 
The true characters of style are little distinguished : The 
several perfections and defects seem wrapped up in a species 
of confusion, and present themselves indistinctly to the im- 
agination. l^ot to mention, that there is a species of beauty, 
which, as it is florid and superficial, pleases at first ; but 
being found incompatible with a just expression either of 
reason or passion, soon palls upon the taste, and is then 
rejected with disdain, at least I’ated at a much lower value. 

It is impossible to continue in the practice of contemplat- 
ing any order of beauty, mthout being frequently obliged to 
form comparisons between the several species and degrees of 
excellence, and estimating their proportion to each other. A 
man, who has had no opportuniiy of comparing the different 
kinds of beauty, is indeed totally miqualified to pronounce an 
opinion with regard to any object presented to him. By 
comparison alone we fix the epithets of praise or blame, and 
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leam how to assign the due degTee of each. The coarsest 
daubing contains a certain lustre of colours and exactness of 
imitation, which are so far beauties, and would affect the 
mind of a peasant or Indian with the highest admiration. 
The most vulgar ballads are not entirely destitute of har- 
mony or natui'e; and none but a person, familiarized to 
superior beauties, would pronounce their numbers harsh, or 
narration uninteresting. A great inferiority of beauty gives 
pain to a person conversant in the highest excellence of the 
land, and is for that reason pronounced a deformity : As the 
most finished object, with which we are acquainted, is na- 
turally supposed to have reached the pinnacle of perfection, 
and to be entitled to the highest applause. One accustomed 
to see, and examine, and weigh the several performances, 
admired in different ages and nations, can only rate the 
merits of a work exhibited to his view, and assign its proper 
rank among the productions of genius. 

But to enable a critic the more fully to execute this under- 
taking, he must preserve his mind free from all prejudice, and 
allow nothing to enter into his consideration, but the very 
object which is submitted to his examination. We may 
observe, that every work of art, in order to produce its due 
effect on the mind, must be surveyed in a certain point of 
view, and cannot be fully relished by persons, whose situation, 
real or imaginai’y, is not conformable to that which is re- 
quhed by the peiformance. An orator addresses himself to 
a particular audience, and must have a regard to their par- 
ticular genius, interests, opinions, passions, and prejudices ; 
otherwise he hopes in vain to govern their resolutions, and 
inflame their affections. Should they even have entertained 
some iDrepossessions against him, however unreasonable, he 
must not overlook this disadvantage ; but, before he enters 
upon the subject, must endeavour to conciliate their <affec- 
tion, and acquire their good graces. A critic of a different 
age or nation, who should peruse this discourse, must have 
all these circumstances in his eye, and must place himself in^ 
the same situation as the audience, in order to form a true 
judgment of the oration. In like manner, when any work is 
addressed to the public, though I should have a friendship 
or enmity with the author, I must depait from this situa- 
tion ; and considering myself as a man in general, forget, if 
possible, my individual being and my peculiar circumstances. 
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A j)ersoii influenced by prejudice, complies not witb tbis 
condition ; but obstinately maintains bis natural position, 
witliout placmg bimself in that point of view, wbicb tbe 
performance supposes. If tbe work be addressed to persons 
of a different age or nation, be makes no allowance for tbeir 
peculiar views and prejudices ; but, full of tbe manners of bis 
own age and country, rasbly condemns wbat seemed admira- 
ble in tbe eyes of those for wbom alone tbe discourse was 
calculated. If tbe work be executed for tbe public, be never 
sufficiently enlarges bis comprebension, or forgets bis interest 
as a friend or enemy, as a rival or commentator. By tbis 
means, bis sentiments are perverted; nor have tbe same 
beauties and blemishes tbe same influence upon him, as if 
be bad imposed a proper violence on bis imagination, and 
bad forgotten bimself for a moment. So far bis taste evi- 
dently departs from tbe true standard ; and of consequence 
loses aU credit and authority. 

It is well known, that in all questions, submitted to tbe 
understanding, prejudice is destructive of sound judgment, 
and perverts all operations of the intellectual faculties : It is 
no less contrary to good taste ; nor has it less influence to 
corrupt our sentiment of beauty. It belongs to good sema 
to check its influence in both cases ; and in tbis respect, as 
well as in many others, reason, if not an essential part of 
taste, is at least requisite to tbe operations of tbis latter 
faculty. In all tbe nobler productions of genius, there is a 
mutual relation and correspondence of pai’ts ; nor can either 
tbe beauties or blemishes be perceived by him, whose 
thought is not capacious enough to comprehend all those 
parts, and compare them with each other, in order to per- 
ceive tbe consistence and uniformity of tbe whole. Every 
work of art has also a certain end or purpose, for which it is 
calculated ; and is to be deemed more or less perfect, as it is 
more or less fitted to attain tbis end. Tbe object of eloquence 
is to persuade, of history to instruct, of poetry to iflease by 
^means of tbe passions and the imagination. These ends we 
must carry constantly in our view, when we peruse any per- 
formance; and we must be able to judge bow far tbe means 
employed are adapted to their respective purposes. Besides, 
every kind of composition, even tbe most poetical, is nothing 
but a chain of propositions and reasonings ; not always, indeed, 
the justest and most exact, but still plausible and specious, 
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however disguised by the colouring of the imagination. 
The persons introduced in tragedy and epic poetry, must be 
represented as reasoning, and thinking, and concluding, and 
acting, suitably to their character and circumstances ; and 
without judgment, as well as taste and invention, a poet can 
never hope to succeed in so delicate an undertaking. Not to 
mention, that the same excellence of faculties which con- 
tributes to the improvement of reason, the same clearness of 
conception, the same exactness of distinction, the same 
vivacity of apprehension, are essential to the operations of 
true taste, and are its infallible concomitants. It seldom, or 
never happens, that a man of sense, who has experience in 
any art, cannot judge of its beauty; and it is no less rare to 
meet with a man who has a just taste without a sound under- 
standing. 

Thus, though the principles of taste be universal, and, 
nearly, if not entirely the same in all men; yet few are 
qualified to give judgment on any work of art, or establish 
their own sentiment as the standard of beauty. The organs 
of internal sensation are seldom so perfect as to allow the 
general principles their fall play, and produce a feeling cox’- 
respondent to those principles. They either labour under 
some defect, or are vitiated Ky some disorder ; and by that 
means, excite a sentiment, which may be pronounced er- 
I’oneous. When the critic has no delicacy, he judges with- 
out any distinction, and is only affected by the grosser and 
more palpable qualities of the object : The finer touches 
pass unnoticed and disregarded. Where he is not aided by 
practice, his verdict is attended with confusion and hesita- 
tion. Where no comparison has been employed, the most 
frivolous beauties, such as rather merit the name of defects, 
are the object of his admiration. Where he lies under the 
influence of prejudice, all his natoal sentiments are j)er- 
verted. Where good sense is wanting, he is not qualified to 
discern the beauties of design and reasoning, which are 
the highest and most excellent. Under some or other of*^ 
these imperfections, the generality of men labour; and 
hence a true judge in the finer arts is observed, even during 
the most polished ages, to be so rare a character : Strong 
sense, united to delicate sentiment, improved by practice, 
])erfected by comparison, and cleai'ed of all prejudice, can 
alone entitle critics to this valuable cliaracter; and the joint 
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verdict of such, wherever they are to be found, is the true 
standard of taste and beauty. 

}3ut where are such critics to be found? By what marks 
are they to be known? How distinguish them from pre- 
tenders? These questions are embarrassing; and seem to 
throw us back into*l3he same uncertainty, from which, during 
the com’se of this essay, we have endeavoured to extricate 
ourselves. 

But if we consider the matter aright, these are questions of 
fact, not of sentiment. Whether any particular person be 
endowed with good sense and a delicate imagination, free 
from prejudice, may often be the subject of dispute, and be 
liable to great discussion and enquiry : But that such a 
character is valuable and estimable will be agreed in by all 
mankind. Where these doubts occur, men can do no more 
than in other disputable questions, which are submitted to 
the understanding : They must produce the best arguments, 
that their invention suggests to them ; they must acknow- 
ledge a true and decisive standard to exist somewhere, to 
wit, real existence and matter of fact ; and they must have 
indulgence to such as dijBEer from them in their appeals to 
this standard. It is sufficient for our present purpose, if 
we have proved, that the taste of all individuals is not upon 
an equal footing, and that some men in general, however 
difficult to be particularly pitched upon, jvill be acknow- 
ledged by universal sentiment to have a preference above 
others. 

But in reality the difficulty of finding, even in particulars, 
the standard of taste, is not so groat as it is represented. 
Though in speculation, we may readily avow a certain 
criterion in science and deny it in sentiment, the matter is 
found in practice to be much more hard to ascertain in the 
former case than in the latter. Theories of abstract philo- 
sophy, systems of profound theology, have prevailed during 
one age : In a successive period, these have been universally 
exploded ; Their absurdity has been detected : Other theories 
and systems have supplied their place, which again gave 
j)lace to them successors : And nothing has been experienced 
more liable to the revolutions of chance and fashion than these 
pretended decisions of science. The case is not the same 
with the beauties of eloquence and poetry. Just expressions 
of passion and nature are sure, after a little time, to gain 
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public applause, wbich they maintain for ever, Aeistotle, 
and Plato, and Epicurus, and Descartes, may successively 
yield to each other : But Terence and Virgil maintain 
an universal, undisputed emphe over the minds of men. 
The abstract philosophy of Cicero has lost its credit ; The 
vehemence of his oratory is still the ol^ect of our admira- 
tion. 

Though men of delicate taste be rare, they are easily to 
be distinguished in society, by the soundness of their under- 
standing and the superiority of their faculties above the rest 
of mankind. The ascendant, which they acquire, gives a 
prevalence to that lively approbation, with which they re- 
ceive any productions of genius, and renders it generally 
predominant. Many men, when left to themselves, have but 
a faint and dubious percej^tion of beauty, who yet are 
capable of relishing any fine stroke, which is pointed out to 
them. Every convert to the admiration of the real poet or 
orator is the cause of some new conversion. And though 
prejudices may prevail for a time, they never unite in cele- 
brating any rival to the true genius, but yield at last to the 
force of nature and just sentiment. Thus, though a civilized 
nation may easily be mistaken in the choice of their admired 
philosopher, they never have been found long to err, in their 
aflFection for a favorite epic or tragic author. 

But notwithstanding all our endeavours to fix a standard 
of taste, and reconcile the discordant apprehensions of men, 
there still remain two sources of variation, which are not 
suj05cient indeed to confound all the boundaries of beauty 
and deformity, but will often serve to produce a difference 
in the degrees of our approbation or blame. The one is the 
different humours of particular men; the other, the par- 
ticular manners and opinions of our age and country. The 
general principles of taste are uniform in human nature : 
Where men vaiy in their judgments, some defect or per- 
version in the faculties may commonly be remarked ; pro- 
ceeding either from prejudice, fronf want of practice, or want ^ 
of delicacy; and there is just reason for approving one taste, 
and condemning another. But where there is such a diver- 
sity in the internal frame or external situation as is entirely 
blameless on both sides, and leaves no room to give one the 
preference above the other ; in that case a certain degree of 
diversity in judgment is unavoidable, and we seek in vain 
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for a standard, by which we can reconcile the contrary sen- 
timents. 

^ young man, whose passions are warm, will be more 
sensibly touched with amorous and tender images, than a 
man more advanced in years, who takes pleasure in wise, 
philosophical I’ofleStions concerning the conduct of life and 
moderation of the passions. At twenty, Ovid may be the 
favourite author; Horace at forty; and perhaps Tacitus 
at fifty. Vainly would we, in such cases, endeavour to enter 
into the sentiments of others, and divest ourselves of those 
propensities, which are natural to us. We choose our 
favourite author as we do our friend, from a conformity of 
humour and disposition. Mirth or passion, sentiment or reflec- 
tion ; whichever of these most predominates in our temper, it 
gives us a peculiar sympathy with the writer who resembles us. 

One person is more pleased with the sublime; another 
with the tender ; a third with raillery. One has a strong 
sensibility to blemishes, and is extremely studious of cor- 
rectness : Another has a more lively feeling of beauties, and 
pardons twenty absurdities and defects for one elevated or 
pathetic stroke. The ear of this man is entirely turned 
towards conciseness and energy ; that man is delighted with 
a copious, rich, and harmonious expression. Simplicity is 
affected by one ; ornament by another. Comedy, tragedy, 
satire, odes, have each its partizans, who^ prefer that pai’- 
ticular species of writing to all others. It is plainly an 
error in a critic, to confine his approbation to one species or 
style of writing, and condemn all the rest. But it is almost 
impossible not to feel a predilection for that which suits our 
particular turn and disposition. Such preferences are in- 
nocent and unavoidable, and can never reasonably be the 
object of dispute, because there is no standard, by which 
they can be decided. 

For a like reason, we are more pleased, in the course of 
our reading, with pictures and charactei'S, that resemble 
objects which are found in our own age or countiy, than 
with those which describe a different set of customs. It is 
not without some effort, that we reconcile ourselves to the 
simplicity of ancient manners, and behold princesses cairy- 
ing water from the spring, and kings and heroes dressing 
their own victuals. We may allow in general, that the re- 
presentation of such manners is no fault in the author, nor 
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deformity in the piece ; but we are not so sensibly touched 
with them. For this reason, comedy is not easily trans- 
ferred from one age or nation to another. A Prenohmait pr 
Eitglishman is not pleased with the Andria of Tere^tce, 
or Clitia of Maohiavel ; where the fine lady, upon whom 
all the play turns, never once appears to fee spectators, but 
is always kept behind the scenes, suitably to the reserved 
humour of the ancient Greeks and modern Italians. A 
man of learning and reflection can make allowance for these 
peculiarities of maimers ; but a common audience can never 
divest themselves so far of their usual ideas and sentiments, 
as to relish pictures which in no wise resemble them. 

But here there occurs a reflection, which may, x^^^^haps, 
be useful in examining the celebrated controversy con- 
cerning ancient and modern learning ; where we often find 
the one side excusing any seeming absurdity in the ancients 
from the manners of the age, and the other refusing to 
admit this excuse, or at least, admitting it only as an apology 
for the author, not for the performance. In my opinion, 
the proper boundaries in this subject have seldom been 
fixed between the contending parties. Where any inno- 
cent peculiarities of maimers are represented, such as those 
above mentioned, they ought certainly to be admitted ; and 
a man, who is shocked with them, gives an evident proof of 
false delicacy and refinement. The poet’s monument more 
durable than Irassy must fall to the ground like common brick 
or clay, were men to make no allowance for the continual 
revolutions of manners and customs, and would admit of 
nothing but what was suitable to the prevailing fashion. 
Must we throw aside the pictures of our ancestors, because of 
their ruffs and fardingales ? But where the ideas of morality 
and decency alter from one age to another, and where vicious 
manners are described, without being marked with the proper 
characters of blame and disapprobation ; this must be al- 
lowed to disfigure the poem, and to be a real deformity. I 
cannot, nor is it x^roper I should, enfLer into such sentiments ; 
and however I may excuse the poet, on account of the man- 
ners of his age, I never can relish the composition. The 
want of humanity and of decency, so conspicuous in the 
characters drawn by several of the ancient x^oets, even some- 
times by Homer and the Greek tragedians, diminishes con- 
siderably the merit of their noble performances, and gives 
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modern authors an advantage over tEem. We are not in- 
terested in the fortunes and sentiments of such rough heroes : 
We are displeased to find the limits of vice and virtue so 
much confounded : And whatever indulgence we may give to 
the writer on account of his prejudices, we cannot prevail on 
ourselves to enter into his sentiments, or bear an affection to 
characters, which we plainly discover to be blameable. 

The case is not the same with moral principles, as with 
speculative opinions of any kind. These are in continual 
flux and revolution. The son embraces a different system 
from the father. Nay, there scarcely is any man, who can 
boast of great constancy and uniformity in this particular. 
Whatever speculative errors may be found in the polite 
writings of any age or country, they detract but little from 
the value of those compositions. There needs but a certain 
turn of thought or imagination to make us enter into all the 
opinions, which then prevailed, and rehsh the sentiments or 
conclusions derived from them. But a very violent effort is 
requisite to change our judgment of manners, and excite sen- 
timents of approbation or blame, love or hatred, different from 
those to which the mind from long custom has been familiar- 
ized. And where a man is confident of the rectitude of that 
moral standard, by which he judges, he is justly jealous of it, 
and will not pervert the sentiments of his heart for a moment, 
in complaisance to any writer whatsoever. , 

Of all speculative errors, those, which regard religion, are 
the most excusable in compositions of genius ; nor is it ever 
permitted to judge of the civility or wisdom of any people, or 
even of single persons, by the grossness or refinement of their 
theological principles. The same good sense, that directs 
men in the ordinary occurrences of life, is not hearkened to 
in religious matters, which are supposed to be placed alto- 
gether above the cognizance of human reason. On this ac- 
count, all the absurdities of the pagan system of theology 
must be overlooked by every critic, who would pretend to 
form a just notion of aScient poetry ; and our posterity, in 
their turn, must have the same indulgence to their fore- 
fathers. No religious principles can ever be imputed as a 
fault to any poet, while they remain merely principles, and 
take not such strong possession of his heart, as to lay him 
under the imputation of bigotry or sv.jperstitio'iu Where that 
happens, they confound the sentiments of morality, and alter 
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the natural boundaries of vice and virtue. They are there- 
fore eternal blemishes, according to the principle above men- 
tioned; nor are the prejudices and false opinions of the age 
sufficient to justify them. 

It is essential to the Eomait catholic religion to inspire a 
violent hatred of every other “worship, anfl to represent all 
pagans, mahometans, and heretics as the objects of divine 
wrath and vengeance. Such sentiments, though they are in 
reality very blameable, are considered as virtues by the zea- 
lots of that communion, and are represented in their trage- 
dies and epic poems as a kind of divine heroism. This bigotry 
has disfigm-ed two very fine tragedies of the Feenoh theatre, 
PoLiEUOTE and Athalia ; where an intemperate zeal for par- 
ticular modes of worship is set off with all the pomp imagi- 
nable, and forms the predominant character of the heroes. 
‘ What is this,^ says the sublime Joad to Josabet, finding her 
in discourse with Mathan, the priest of Baal, ^ Does the 
daughter of David speak to this traitor ? Are you not afraid, 
lest the earth should open and pour forth flames to devour 
you both ? Or lest these holy walls should faU and crush 
you together? What is his purpose? Why comes that 
enemy of God hither to poison the air, which we breathe, 
with his horrid presence ? ’ Such sentiments are received 
with great applause on the theatre of Paris ; but at London 
the spectators would be full as much j)leased to hear 
Achilles tell Agamemnon, that he was a dog in his foreLead, 
and a deer in his heart, or Jupiter threaten Juno with a 
sound drubbing, if she will not be quiet. 

Eeligious principles are also a blemish in any polite com- 
position, when they rise up to superstition, and intrude 
themselves into every sentiment, however remote from any 
connection with religion. It is no excuse for the poet, that 
the customs of his country had burthened life with so many 
religious ceremonies and observances, that no part of it was 
exempt from that yoke. It must for ever be ridiculous in 
Petrarch to compare his mistress L^ura, to Jesus Christ. 
Nor is it less ridiculous in that agreeable libertine, Boccaoe, 
very seriously to give thanks to God Almighty and tbe 
ladies, for their assistance in defending him against his 
enemies. 
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Essay L — Of Commerce. 

The greater part of mankind may be divided into two 
classes ; that of shallow thinkers, who fall short of the truth, 
and that of ahstruse thinkers, who go beyond it. The latter 
class are by far the most rare ; and I may add, by far the 
most useful and valuable. They suggest hints, at least, and 
start difficulties, which they want, perhaps, skill to pursue ; 
but which may produce fine discoveries, when handled by 
men who have a more just way of thinking. At worst, what 
they say is uncommon ; and if it should eo^t some pains to 
comprehend it, one has, however, the pleasure of hearing 
something that is new. An author is little to be valued, 
who tells us nothing but what we can learn from every coffee- 
house conversation. 

All people of shallow thought are apt to decry even those 
of solid understanding, as alstriise thinkers, and metaphy- 
sicians, and refiners ; and never will allow any thing to be 
just which is beyond their own weak conceptions. There 
are some cases, I own, where an extraordinaiy refinement 
affords a strong presumption of falsehood, and where no 
' reasoning is to be tru^ed but what is natural and easy. 
When a man deliberates concerning his conduct in any jpa/*- 
ticulai* affair, and forms schemes in politics, trade, oeconomy, 
or any business in life, he never ought to di^aw his argu- 
ments too fine, or connect too long a chain of consequences 
together. Something is sure to happen, that will disconcert 
his reasoning, and produce an event different from what he 



288 


ESSAY I. 


expected. But when we reason upon gmeral subjects, one 
may justly affirm, that our speculations can scarcely ever be 
too fine, provided they be just ; and that the difference be- 
tween a common man and a man of genius is chiefly seen in 
the shallowness or depth of the principles upon which they 
proceed. General reasonings seem intricate, merely because 
they are general ; nor is it easy for the bulk of mankind to 
distinguish, in a great number of particulars, that common 
circumstance in which they all agree, or to extract it, pure 
and unmixed, from the other superfluous circumstances. 
Every judgment or conclusion, with them, is particular. 
They cannot enlarge their view to those universal propo- 
sitions, which comprehend under them an infinite number 
of individuals, and include a whole science in a single 
theorem. Their eye is confounded with such an extensive 
prospect^ and the conclusions, derived from it, even though 
clearly expressed, seem intricate and obscure. But however 
intricate they may seem, it is certain, that general principles, 
if just and sound, must always prevail in the general course 
of things, though they may fail in particular cases 5 and it is 
the chief business of philosophers to regard the general 
course of things. I may add, that it is also the chief busi- 
ness of politicians ; especially dn the domestic government 
of the state, where the public good, which is, or ought to be 
their object, depends on the concurrence of a multitude of 
causes ; not, as in foreign politics, on accidents and chances, 
and the caprices of a few persons. This therefore makes the 
difference between 2^ci,rtimlar deliberations and general reason- 
ings, and renders subtility and refinement much more suit- 
able to the latter than to the former. 

I thought this introduction necessary before the following 
discourses ^ on commerce^ ononeyy interesty balance of trachy &c, 
where, perhaps, there vnll occur some principles which are 
uncommon, and which may seem too refined and subtile for 
such vulgar subjects. If false, let them be rejected: But 
no one ought to entertain a prejudice against them, merely 
because they are out of the common road. 

The greatness of a state, and the happiness of its subjects, 
how independent soever they maybe supposed in some respects, 
are commonly allowed to be inseparable with regard to com- 
merce ; and as private men receive greater security, in the 
* [On commerce, luznry, money, interest, &;c. Editions H to M.] 
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possession of tteir trade and riches, from the power of the 
public, so the public becomes powerful in proportion to the 
opulence and extensive commerce of private men. This 
maxim is true in general ; though I cannot forbear thinking, 
that it may possibly admit of exceptions, and that we often 
establish it with tocflittle reserve and limitation. There may 
be some circumstances, where the commerce and riches and 
luxury of individuals, instead of adding strength to the 
public, will serve only to thin its armies, and diminish its 
authority among the neighbouring nations. Man is a very 
variable being, and susceptible of many different opinions, 
principles, and rules of conduct. What may be true, while 
he adheres to one way of thinking, will be found false, when 
he has embraced an ojiposite set of manners and 0];)inions. 

The bulk of every state may be divided into liiisland'iDhen 
and manufacturers. The former are employed in the culture 
of the land ; the latter work up the materials furnished by 
the former, into all the commodities which are necessary or 
ornamental to human life. As soon as men quit their savage 
state, where they live chiefly by hunting and Ashing, they 
must fall into these two classes ; though the arts of agricul- 
ture employ at first the most numerous part of the society.^ 
Time and experience improve So much these arts, that the 
land may easily maintain a much greater number of men, 
than those who are immediately employed in its culture, or 
who furnish the more necessary manufactures to such as are 
so employed. 

If these supei’fluous hands apply themselves to the finer 
arts, which are commonly denominated the arts of luxiirify 
they add to the happiness of the state ; since they afford to 
many the opportunity of receiving enjoyments, with which 
they would otherwise have been unacquainted. But may not 
another scheme be proposed for the em 2 floyment of these 
suxDeiff uous hands ? May not the sovereign lay claim to them, 
and employ them in fleets and armies, to encrease the domin- 
ions of the state abroad, Snd spread its fame over distant 
nations It is certain that the fewer desires and wants are 

^ IMous. Melon, in Ins political e&saj cakiilatiuii is certainly very tiToncoiib 
on ctjinmeiee, .is-cits, that tyeu at pre- In France, England, ani in-leecl la 
sent, if 3 oil dm-lo France into 20 parts, parts of Europe, hcilf ol the inhvihitants 
IG .ire labuurirs or peasants , two only live in cities , and even ot those who 
nrtiz'ns, one heloiiginp; to the law, bre iii th^ country, a j^ivat nuiaLer aio 
church, and militcrj , and one mer- artizaus, pcilups above a third, 
chint«!, financiers, and bourgeois. This 
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found in the proprietors and labourers of land, the fewer 
hands do they employ ; and consequently the superfluities of 
the land, instead of maintaining tradesmen and manu^ic- 
turers, may support fleets and armies to a much greater 
extent, than whore a great many arts are required to minister 
to the luxury of particular persons. Here therefore seems to be 
a kind of opposition between the greatness of the state a.nd 
the happiness of the subject. A state is never greater than 
when all its superfluous hands are employed in the service of 
the public. The ease and convenience of private persons 
require, that these hands should be employed in their service. 
The one can never be satisfied, but at the expence of the 
other. As the ambition of the sovereign must entrench on 
the luxury of individuals ; so the luxury of individuals must 
diminish the force, and check the ambition of the sovereign. 

Nor IS this reasoning merely chimerical ; but is founded on 
histoi'y and experience. The republic of Sparta was cer- 
tainly more powerful than any state now in the world, con- 
sisting of an equal number of people ; and this was owing 
entirely to the want of commerce and luxury. The Helotes 
were the labourers : The Spartans were the soldiers or gen- 
tlemen. It is evident, that the labour of the Helotes could 
not have maintained so great a number of Spartans, had 
these latter hved in ease and delicacy, and given emjiloyment 
to a great vm-iety of trades and nianufactm-es. The like 
policy may be remarked in Home. And indeed, throughout 
all ancient history, it is observable, that the smallest repub- 
lics raised and maintained greater armies, chan states con- 
sisting of tnjjle the number of inhabitants, are able to support 
at present. It is computed, that, in all European nations, 
the proportion between soldiers and people does not exceed 
one to a hundred. But we read, that the city of Eome alone, 
with its small territory, raised and maintained, in early times, 
ten legions against the Latins. Athens, the whole of whose 
dominions was not larger than Yorkshire, sent to the expe- 
dition against Sicily near forty thousand men.^ Dionysius^ 
the elder, it is said, maintained a standing army of a hundred 
thousand foot and ten thousand horse, besides a large fleet 
of four hundred sail;‘^ though liis territories extended no 

^ TiircYDiDFs, lii> vii. 75 say T^or&e, chifflv bccaiiso this army 

® l)ioD Sic 111) 11 0 Tins account, not coinpu'cd of citizens, but of 

I own, ito bomcwliat suspicious, nut to nicrcouary fuiccs. 
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farther than the city of Stracusb, about a third of the 
island of Sicily, and some sea-port towns and garrisons on 
the,coast of Italy and Illyeicuh. It is true, the ancient 
armies, in time of war, subsisted much upon plunder ; But 
did not the enemy plunder in their turn ? which was a more 
ruinous way of lev^ng a tax, than any other that could be 
devised. In short, no probable reason can be assigned for 
the great power of the more ancient states above the modern, 
but their want of commerce and luxury. Pew artizans were 
maintained by the labour of the farmers, and therefore more 
soldiers might live upon it. Livy says, that Eome, in his 
time, would find it difficult to raise as large an army as that 
which, in her early days, she sent out against the Gattls and 
Latiks.^ Instead of those soldiers who fought for libei'ty 
and empke in Camillxjs’s time, there were, in Augustus’s 
days, musicians, painters, cooks, players, and tailors ; and if 
the land was equally cultivated at both periods, it could cer- 
tainly maintain equal numbers in the one profession as in the 
other. They added nothing to the mere necessaries of life, 
in the latter period more than in the former. 

It is natural on this occasion to ask, whether sovereigns 
may not return to the maxims of ancient policy, and consult 
their own interest in this respect, more than the happiness of 
their subjects? I answer, that it appears to me, almost im- 
possible ; and that because ancient policy violent, and 
contrary to the more natural and usual course of things. It 
is well known with what peculiar laws Spaeta was governed, 
and what a prodigy that republic is justly esteemed by every 
one, who has considered human nature as it has displayed 
itself in other nations, and other ages. Were the testimony 
of history less positive and circumstantial, such a government 
would appear a mere philosophical whim or fiction, and im- 
possible ever to be reduced to practice. And though the 
Eoman and other ancient republics were suppoi^ted on prin- 
ciples somewhat moi'e natural, yet was there an extraordinary 
Concurrence of chcumstan^es to make them submit to such 
grievous burthens. They were free states ; they were small 
ones 5 and the age being martial, all their neighbours were 
continually in arms. Freedom naturally begets public sj>irit, 
especially in small states; and this public spirit, this amor 

' Titi Lrvii, 111) yii. cap. 25 , ‘ Adeo in (jiisc latoramiis,’ &ays» lie, ‘ sola creyimus, 
divitius luxiiriomque,' 



paidce, must encrease, wlion tlie public is almost in continual 
alariiij and men are obliged, every moment, to expose tbem- 
sclves to the greatest dangers for its defence. A contiryaal 
succession of wars makes every citizen a soldier : He takes 
the field in his turn : And during his seiwice he is chiefiy 
maintained by himself. This service is indeed equivalent to 
a heavy tax ; yefc is it less felt by a people addicted to arms, 
who fight for honour and revenge more than pay, and are un- 
acquainted with gain and industry as well as pleasure.' ITot 
to mention the great equality of fortunes among the inhabit- 
ants of the ancient republics, where every field, belonging to 
a different proprietor, was able to maintain a family, and ren- 
dered the numbers of citizens veiy considerable, even without 
trade and manufactures. 

But though the want of trade and manufactures, among 
a free and very martial people, may sometimes have no other 
effect than to render the public more powerful, it is certain, 
that, in the common course of human affairs, it will have a 
quite contraiy tendency. Sovereigns must take mankind as 
they find them, and cannot pretend to introduce any violent 
change in their principles and ways of thinking. A long 
course of time, with a variety of accidents and circumstances, 
are requisite to produce those great revolutions, which so 
much diversify the face of human affairs. And the less 
natural any set of j)i’inciples are, which support a particular 
society, the more difficulty will a legislator meet with in 
raising and cultivating them. It is his best policy to com- 
ply with the common bent of mankind, and give it all the 
improvements of which it is susceptible. How, according to 
the most natural course of things, industry and arts and 


^ The more antient lived lu 

ptiyictual war T.ith all tluir nti^li- 
to'ns and in old the term, 

expre'^sed both a strauser and an 
cnimy This is lem-uhtd by , 

but by him is ascribed to the humanity 
ot Ins aoitstt rs, who sottened, as much 
as po‘'Sible, the de^nnini' -ta-n oi tni 
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more prub il-k, ■‘nmi the mannci'- of tlie 
tano^ that the fer'M'it} oi those pM)p!e 
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aU sriiiny^ers as enemu*! and call tl>em 
bj the same name It is nut, b^sidub, 


consistent with the most common 
maxims of policy or of nature, that 
any state should regard its public ene- 
mies with a friendly eye, or preserve 
any such soiitinients for them as the 
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trade encrease tlie power of the sovereign as well as the 
haj)piiiess of the subjects ; and that policy is violent, -wliich 
aggrandises the public by the poverty of individuals. This 
wiU easily appear from a few eoiiskleratious, which will pre- 
sent to us the consequences of sloth and barbarity. 

Where manufactures and mechanic aid;s are not cultivated, 
the bulb of the people must aj)ply themselves to agriculture ; 
and if their skiU ard industry encrease, there must arise a 
great superfluity from their labour beyond what sufflces to 
maintain them. They have no tcmj)tation5 therefore, to en- 
crease their skill and industry ; since they cannot exchange 
that superfluity for any commodities, which may serve either 
to their pleasure or vanity. A habit of indolence naturally 
prevails. The greater part of the land lies uncultivated. 
What is cultivated, yields not its utmost for want of skill and 
assiduity in the farmers. If at anytime the public exigencies 
require, that great numbers should be employed in the public 
service, the labour of the peoj)le furnishes now no superfluities, 
by which these numbers can be maintained. The labourers 
cannot encrease their skill and indastiy on a sudden. Lands 
uncultivated cannot be brought into tillage for some years. 
The armies, mean while, must either make sudden and 
violent conquests, or disband* for want of subsistence. A 
regular attack or defence, therefore, is not to be expected 
from such a people, and their soldiers must be us ignorant and 
unskilful as their farmers and manufacturers. 

Every thing in the world is purchased by labour ; and our 
passions ai^e the only causes of labour. When a nation 
abounds in manufactures and mechanic arts, the proprietors 
of land, as well as the farmers, study agriculture as a science, 
and redouble their industry and attention. The superfluity, 
which arises from their labour, is not lost ; but is exchanged 
with manufactures for those commodities, which men’s luxuiy 
now makes them covet. By this means, land furnishes a 
^Teat deal more of the neqpssaries of life, than what sufiices 
for those who cultivate it. In times of peace and tran- 
quility, this superfluity goes to the maintenance of manu- 
facturers, and the improvers of liberal arts. But it is easy 
for the public to convert many of these manufacturers into 
soldiers, and mamtain them by that superfluity, which arists 
from the labour of the farmers. Accordingly we find, that 
this is the case in all civilized govcriiments. When the 



294 


ESSAY I, 


sovereign raises an army, wliat is tlie consequence ? He im- 
poses a tax. This tax obliges all the people to retrench what 
is least necessary to their subsistence, Those^ who labour in 
such commodities, must either enlist in the troops, or turn 
themselves to agriculture, and thereby oblige some labourers 
to enlist for want of business. And to Consider the matter 
abstractedly, manufacturers encrease the power of the state 
only as they store up so much labour, and that of a kind to 
which the public may lay claim, without depriving any one 
of the necessaries of life. The more labour, therefore, is 
employed beyond mere necessaries, the more iDowerful is any 
state ; since the persons engaged in that labour may easily 
be converted to the public service. In a state without manu- 
factm’ers, there may be the same number of hands ; but there 
is not the same quantity of labour, nor of the same kind. All 
the labour is there bestowed upon necessaries, which can 
admit of little or no abatement. 

Thus the greatness of the sovereign and the happiness of 
the state are, in a great measure, united with regard to trade 
and manufactures. It is a violent method, and in most cases 
impracticable, to oblige the labourer to toil, in order to raise 
from the land more than what subsists himself and family. 
Furnish him with manufactui’es and commodities, and he will 
do it of himself. Afterwards you will find it easy to seize 
some part of his superfluous labour, and employ it in the 
public service, without giving him his wonted return. Being 
accustomed to industry, he will think this less grievous, than 
if, at once, you obliged him to an augmentation of labour 
without any reward. The case is the same with regard to 
the other members of the state. The greater is the stock of 
labour of all kinds, the greater quantity may be taken from 
the heap, without making any sensible alteration in it. 

A public granary of corn, a storehouse of cloth, a maga- 
zine of arms; all these must be allowed real riches and 
strength in any state. Trade and^industry are really nothing 
but a stock of labour, which, in times of peace and tran- 
quility, is employed for the ease and satisfaction of indi- 
viduals; but in the exigencies of state, may, in pari, be 
turned to public advantage. Could we convert a city into a 
kind of fortified camp, and iiifuso into each breast so martial 
a genius, and such a passion for public good, as to make 
every one willing to undergo the greatest haidships fur the 
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sake of iLe public ; tliese affections miglit now, as in ancient 
limes, prove alone a sufficient spur to industiy, and suppoit 
tbok community. It would tlien be advantageous, as Li 
camps, to banisli all arts and luxury ; and, by restrictions 
on equipage and tables, make tbe provisions and forage last 
longer than if tbe sft'my were loaded with a number of super- 
fluous retainers. But as these ];)riiiciples are too disinterested 
and too difficult to support, it is requisite to govern men by 
other passions, and animate them with a spirit of avarice and 
industry, art and luxury. The camp is, in this case, loaded 
with a superfluous retinue ; but the provisions flow in pro- 
portionably larger. The harmony of the \Yliole is still sup- 
ported ; and the natural bent of the mind being moi'e com- 
plied with, individuals, as well as the public, find their 
account in the observance of those maxims. 

The same method of reasoning will let us see the advan- 
tage of foreign commerce, in augmenting the j)Ower of the 
state, as well as the riches and hapiiiness of the subject. It 
encreases the stock of labour in the nation ; and the sovereign 
may convert what share of it he finds necessary to the ser- 
vice of the public. Foreign trade, by its imports, furnishes 
materials for new manufactures ; and by its exports, it pro- 
duces labour in particular coifimodities, which could not be 
consumed at home. In short, a kingdom, that has a large 
import and export, must abound more wi-^h industry, and 
that employed upon delicacies and luxuries, than a kingdom 
which rests contented with its native commodities. It is, 
therefore, more powerful, as well as richer and happier. The 
individuals reap the benefit of these commodities, so far as 
they gratify the senses and appetites. And the public is 
also a gainer, while a greater stock of laboim is, by this 
means, stored up against any public exigency; that is, a 
greater number of laborious men are maintained, who may 
be diverted to the j)ublic service, without robbing any one of 
the necessaries, or even the chief conveniencies of life. 

* If we consult history, we shall find, that, in most nations, 
foreign trade has preceded any refinement in home manufac- 
tures, and given birth to domestic luxury. The temptation is 
stronger to make use of foreign commodities, w^hich are 
ready for use, and which are entirely new to us, than to 
make improvements on any domestic commodity, which 
always advance by slow degrees, and nevor affect us by their 
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novelty. The profit is also very great, in exporting what is 
superfluous at home, and what bears no price, to foreign 
nations, whose soil or climate is not favourable to that c<jm- 
modity. Thus men become acquainted with the lyleasares of 
luxury and the jjrofits oi commerce; and their ddicacij and 
industry y being once awakened, cany them on to farther im- 
j>rovements, in every branch of domestic as well as foreign 
ti’ade. And this perha]ps is the chief advantage which arises 
from a commerce with strangers. It rouses men from their 
indolence ; and presenting the gayer and more opulent part 
of the nation with objects of luxury, which they never before 
dreamed of, raises in them a desire of a more splendid way of 
life than what their ancestors enjoyed. And at the same 
time, the few merchants, who jiossess the secret of this im- 
portation and exjiortation, make great profits ; and becoming 
rivals in wealth to the ancient nobiliiiy, tempt other adven- 
turers to become their rivals in commerce. Imitation soon 
diifuses all those arts ; while domestic manufactures emulate 
the foreign in their improvements, and work up every home 
commodity to the utmost perfection of which it is suscepti- 
ble. Their own steel and iron, in such laborious hands, be- 
come equal to the gold and rubies of the Ixdies. 

When the affairs of the society are once brought to this 
situation, a nation may lose most of its foreign trade, and 
yet continue a great and 2>owerful peo^jlc. If strangers wall 
not take any particular commodity of ours, we must cease to 
labour in it. The same hands w^ill turn themselves towards 
some refinement in other commodities, which maybe wanted 
at home. And there must always be materials for them to 
work u2)on ; till every 2)^i'son in the state, who possesses 
riches, enjoys as great 2>l<^iity of home commodities, and 
those in as great perfection, as he desires ; which can never 
possibly hapioen. Chixa is represented as one of the most 
flourishing emxmes in the world ; though it has very little 
commerce beyond its own tenitories. 

It will not, I hope, be considered" as a superfluous digres- 
sion, if I here observe, that, as the multitude of mechanical 
arts is advantageous, so is the great number of persons to 
whose share the productions of these arts fall. A too great 
dis2>i’oportioii among the citizens weakens any state. Every 
person, if possible, ought to enjoy the fruits of his labour, in 
a full possession of all the necessaries, and many of the con- 



OF C03niEHCE. 


i>07 

venieiicies of life. 'So one can doubt, but sucli an cqualitv 
is most suitable to human nature, and diminishes much less 
frpm the Imppin^ss of the rich than it adds to that of the 
poor. It also augments tine power of the siaifj, and makes 
any extraordinary taxes or impositions be paid with more 
chearfulness. Wkere the riches are engrossed by a few, 
these must contribute very largely to the su];)plying of the 
public necessities. But when the riches are dispersed among 
multitudes, the burthen feels light on every shoulder, and 
the taxes make not a very sensible difference on any one’s 
way of living. 

Add to this, that, where the riches are in few hands, these 
must enjoy all the power, and will readily conspire to lay the 
whole burthen on the poor, and ojDpress them still farther, to 
the discouragement of all industry. 

In this circumstance consists the great advantage of Exa- 
LAXD above any nation at present in the world, or that 
appears in the records of any story. It is true, the English 
feel some disadvantages in foreign trade by the high price of 
labour, which is in part the effect of the riches of their arti- 
sans, as well as of the plenty of money : But as foreign 
trade is not the most material circumstance, it is not to be 
put in competition with the •happiness of so many millions. 
And if there were no more to endear to them that free 
government under which they live, this alone were sufficient. 
The poverty of the common people is a natui'al, if not an 
infallible effect of absolute mouarchy; though I doubt, 
whether it be always true, on the other hand, that their 
riches are an infallible result of liberty. Liberty must be 
attended with particular accidents, and a certain tuim of 
thinking, in order to produce that effect. Lord Bacon, ac- 
counting for the gi’eat advantages obtained by the English 
in their wars with Feance, ascribes them chiefly to the 
superior ease and idenfcy of the common people amongst the 
former; yet the government of the two kingdoms was, at 
^ that time, pretty muclf alike. Where the laboimers and 
artisans ai'e accustomed to work for low wages, and to retain 
but a small part of the fruits of theii* labour, it is difficult 
for them, even in a free government, to better their con- 
dition, or cous£)ire among themselves to heighten their 
wages. But even where they are accustomed to a more 
plentiful way of life, it is easy for the rich, in an arbitrary 
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government, to conspire against them, and tlnw the whole 
burthen of the taxes on their shoulders. 

It may seem an odd position, that the poverty of the 
common people in Feanoe, Italy, and Spalst, is, in some 
measure, owing to the superior riches of the soil and happi- 
ness of the climate ; yet there want not ^'easons to justify 
this paradox. In such a fine mould or soil as that of those 
more southern regions, agriculture is an easy art ; and one 
man, with a couiDle of sorry horses, will be able, in a season, 
to cultivate as much land as will pay a pretty considerable 
rent to the proj)rietor. All the art, which the farmer knows, 
is to leave his ground fallow for a year, as soon as it is ex- 
hausted; and the warmth of the sun alone and temperature 
of the climate enrich it, and restore its fertility. Such poor 
j)easants, therefore, require only a simple maintenance for 
theii’ labour. They have no stock or riches, which claim 
more ; and at the same time they are for ever dependent on 
their landlord, who gives no leases, nor fears that his land 
will be spoiled by the ill methods of cultivation. In Exo- 
LAXD, the land is rich, but coarse ; must be cultivated at a 
gi-eat exp)ense ; and produces slender crops, when not care- 
fully managed, and by a method which gives not the full 
profit but in a course of several" years. A farmer, therefore, 
in Bxglaxd must have a considerable stock, and a long lease ; 
which beget proportional profits. The fine vineyards of 
Champagxe and Bueguxdt, that often yield to the landlord 
about five pounds acre, are cultivated by peasants who 
have scarcely bread : The reason is, that such peasants need 
no stock but their own limbs, with instruments of husbandry, 
which they can buy for twenty shillings. The farmers are 
commonly in some better circumstances in those countries. 
But the grasiers are most at their ease of all those who culti- 
vate the land, The reason is still the same. Men must have 
profits proportionable to their expense and hazard. Where 
so considerable a number of the labouring poor as the 
peasants and farmers are in very low circumstances, all the 
rest must partake of their poverty, whether the government 
of that nation be monarchical or republican. 

We may form a similar remark wnth regard to the general 
history of mankind. What is the reason, why no peo2fie, living 
between the trojiics, could ever yet attain to aii}- art or civility, 
or reach even any police in their government, and any mili- 
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tary discipline; ivliile few nations in tlie temperate climates 
have been altogether deprived of these advantages ? It is 
pKobable that one cause of this pheenomenon is the warmth 
and equality of weather in the torrid zone, which render 
clothes and houses less requisite for the inhabitants, and 
thereby remove, fti part, tha.t necessity, which is the great 
spur to industry and invention. Guris acuens mortalia corda, 
Kot to mention, that the fewer goods or possessions of this 
kind any people enjoy, the fewer quarrels are likely to arise 
amongst them, and the less necessity will there be for a set- 
tled police or regular authority to protect and defend them 
from foreign enemies, or from each other. 


Essay II. — Of Be/imment in the ArtsJ 

Luxust is a word of uncertain signification, and may be 
taken in a good as well as in a bad sense. In general, it 
means great refinement in the gratification of the senses; 
and any degree of it may be innocent or blameable, accord- 
ing to the age, or country, or condition of the person. Tlie 
bounds between the virtue and the vice cannot here be ex- 
actly fixed, more than in other moral subjects. To imagine, 
that the gratifying of any sense, or the indulging of any 
delicacy in meat, drink, or ai)parel, is of itself a vice, can 
never enter into a head, that is not disordered by the fren- 
zies of enthusiasm. I have, indeed, heard of a monk abroad, 
who, because the windows of his cell opened upon a noble 
prospect, made a covenant with Ms eyes never to turn that 
way, or receive so sensual a gratification. And such is the 
crime of drinking Champagne or Buegundt, preferably to 
small beer or porter. These indulgences are only vices, 
when they are pursued at the expense of some vii'tue, as 
liberality or charity ; in like manner as they are follies, when 
for them a man ruins his foi*tune, and reduces himself to 
want and beggary. Inhere they entrench upon no virtue, 
but leave ample subject whence to iirovide for friends, family, 
and every proper object of generosity or compassion, they 
are entirely innocent, and have in every age been acknow- 
ledged such by almost all moralists. To be entirely occu- 
pied with the luxury of the table, for instance, without any 

' [In E(lltloll^ il to JVI il'i'- i& licxitd Oi Lnxnir ] 
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relisli for the pleasures of ambition, stnriy, or conversatio:!, 
is a mark of stupidity, and is incompatible with any vigour 
of temper or genius. To confine one’s expense entirely ^o 
such a gratification, without regard to Mends or family, is an 
indication of a heart destitute of humanity or benevolence. 
But if a man reseive time sufficient for all*laudable pursuits, 
and money sufficient for all generous purposes, he is free 
from every shadow of blame or reproach. 

Since luxury may be considered either as innocent or 
blameable, one may he surprized at those p)i’^posterous 
opinions, which have been entertained concerning it i while 
men of libertine princiides bestow praises even on vicious 
luxury, and represent it as highly ad vantageons to society; and 
on the other hand, men of severe morals blame even the most 
innocent Inxniy, and represent it as the source of all the corr up- 
tions, disorders, and factioiiSjincideut to civil government. We 
shall here endeavour to correct both these extremes, byprov- 
iag, first, that the ages of refinement are both the happiest 
and most virtuous ; secondly, that wherever luxury ceases to 
be innocent, it also ceases to be beneficial ; and when carried 
a degree too far, is a quality pernicious, though perha^DS not 
the most pernicious, to iiolitical society. 

To prove the first point, we heed but consider the effects 
of refinement both on private and on puhlic life. Human 
happiness, according to the most received notions, seems to 
consist in three ingredients; action, j^^oasure, and indolence : 
And though these ingredients ought to be mixe-d in different 
proportions, according to the particular disposition of the 
j'-erson ; yet no one ingredient can be entirely wanting, 
without destroying, in some measure, the relish of the whole 
comiDosition, Indolence or repose, indeed, seems not of it- 
self to contribute much to our enjoyment ; but, like sleep, is 
requisite as an indulgence to the weakness of human nature, 
which cannot sn23port an uninteiTnj)ted course of business or 
jjleasure. That quick march of the spirits, which takes a 
man from himself, and chiefly gives satisfaction, does in the 
end exhaust the mind, and requires some intervals of repose, 
which, thongli agreeable for a moment, yet, if xjrolonged, 
beget a languor and lethargy that destroys all enjoyment. 
Education, custom, and example, have a mighty influence 
ill turning the mind to any of these pursuits ; and it: must he 
owned, that, where they xu-omote a relish for action and 
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jileasure, they are so far favourable to human happiness. In 
times when industry and the arts flourish, men are kept in 
pe^'petuul occupation, and enjoy, as their reward, the occu- 
pation itself, as well as those ]jleasures which are the fruit of 
their labour. The mind acquires new vigour ; enlarges its 
powers and facultfes ; and by an assiduity in honest industry, 
both satisfies its natural appetites, and prevents the growth 
of unnatural ones, which commonly spring uj), when 
nourished by ease and idleness. Banish those arts from 
society, you deprive men both of action and of pleasure; and 
leaving nothing but indolence in their place, you even destroy 
the relish of indolence, which never is agreeable, but when 
it succeeds to labour, and recruits the spirits, exhausted by 
too much application and fatigue. 

Another advantage of industry and of refinements in the 
mechanical arts, is, that they commonly produce some refine- 
ments in the liberal ; nor can one be carried to perfection, 
without being accompanied, in some degree, with the other. 
The same age, w^hich produces great ^jhilosophers and poli- 
tic jans, renowned generals and poets, usually abounds with 
skilful weavers, and ship-carpenters. We cannot reasonably 
expect, that a piece of woollen cloth will be brought to perfec- 
tion in a nation, which is ignorant of astronomy, or where 
ethics are neglected. The spiiit of the age affects all the 
arts ; and the minds of men, being once r9used from their 
lethargy, and put into a fermentation, turn themselves on all 
sides, and carry improvements into every art and science. 
Profound ignorance is totally banished, and men enjoy the 
privilege of rational creatures, to think as well as to act, to 
cultivaLe the pleasures of the mind as weU as those of the 
body. 

The more these refined arts advance, the more sociable 
men become: nor is it possible, that, w’hen enriched with 
science, and possessed of a fund of conversation, they should 
he contented to remain in solitude, cr live with their fellow- citi- 
zens in that distant mafiner, which is peculiar to ignorant 
and barbarous nations. They flock iiito cities ; love to re- 
ceive and communicate knowledge; to show their wit or 
their breeding; their taste in conversation or living, in 
clothes or furniture. Curiosity allures the wise ; vanity the 
foolish; and pleasure both. Particular clubs and societies 
are everywhere formed : Both sexes meet in an easy and 
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sociable manner : and tbe tempers of men, as well as tlieir 
behaviour, refine apace. So that, beside the improvements 
which they receive from knowledge and the liberal ai-ts, it is 
impossible but they must feel an encrease of humanity, from 
the very habit of conversing together, and contiibute to each 
other’s pleasure and entertainment. Thts inthistry, huoxo- 
ledge^ and hiinianity^ are linked together by an indissoluble 
chain, and are found, from experience as well as reason, to 
be peculiar to the more polished, and, what are commonly 
denominated, the more luxurious ages. 

Nor are these advantages attended with disadvantages, that 
bear any proj>ortion to them. The more men refine upon 
pleasure, the less they indulge in excess of any kind ; be- 
cause nothing is more destructive to true pleasure than such 
excesses. One may safely affirm, that the Tartars are 
oftener guilty of beastly gluttony, when they feast on their 
dead horses, than European courtiei's with all their refine- 
ments of cookery. And if libertine love, or even infidelity 
to the marriage-bed, be more frequent in polite ages, when it 
is often regarded only as a piece of gallantry ; drunkenness, 
on the other hand, is much less common : A vice more odious, 
and more pernicious both to mind and body. And in this 
matter I would appeal, not only to an Ovin or a Peteonius, 
but to a Seneca or a Cato. We know, that C-ESae, during 
Catiline’s conspimcy, being necessitated to put into Cato’s 
hands abtllef-dov^c, which discovered an intrigue with Ser- 
TiLiA, Cato’s own sister, that stern philosojiher threw it 
back to him with indignation ; and in the bitterness of his 
wrath, gave him the ajipellation of drunkard, as a term more 
opprobrious than that with which he could more justly have 
reproached him. 

But indushy, knowledge, and humanity, are not advan- 
tageous in private life alone : They diffuse their beneficial 
influence on the jpiiblic, and render the government as gi’eat 
and flourishing as they make individuals happy and pros- 
perous. The encrease and cousuillption of all the com- * 
modities, which serve to the ornament and iileasure of life, 
are advantageous to society ; because, at the same time that 
they multiply those innocent gratifications to individuals, 
they are a kind of storehouse of labour, which, in the exigen- 
cies of state, may be turned to public service. In a nation, 
where there is no demand for such superfluities, men sink 
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into indolence, lose all enjoyment of life, and are useless 
to tlie public, which cannot miiintain or support its fleets 
and armies, from the industry of such slothful members. 

The bounds of all the Eueopean kingdoms are, at present, 
nearly the same they were two hundred years ago : But 
what a difference U there in the power and grandeur of those 
kiugdoms? Which can be ascribed to nothing but the encreasa 
of art and industry. When Charles VIII. of Frahoe in- 
vaded Italy, he carried with him about 20,000 men : Yet 
this armament so exhausted the nation, as we learn from 
G cncciARDiN, that for some years it not able to make so 
great an effort. The late king of France, in time of war, 
kept in pay above 400,000 men; ^ though from Mazabine’s 
death to his own, he was engaged in a course of wars that 
lasted near thirty years. 

This industry is much promoted by the knowledge in- 
separable from ages of art and refinement ; as, on the other 
hand, this knowledge enables the public to make the best 
advantage of the industry of its subjects. Laws, order, 
police, discipline ; these can never be carried to any degree 
of perfection, before human reason has refined itself by 
exercise, and by an application to the more vulgar arts, at 
least, of commerce and manufacture. Can we expect, that 
a government will be well modelled by a j)eople, who know 
not how to make a spinning-wheel, or to employ a loom to ad- 
vantage ? Not to mention, that all ignorant ages are infested 
with superstition, which throws the government off its 
bias, and disturbs men in the pursuit of their interest and 
happiness. 

Knowledge in the arts of government naturally begets 
mildness and moderation, by instructing men in the ad- 
vantages of humane maxims above rigour and severity, 
which drive subjects into rebellion, and make the return to 
submission impracticable, by cutting off all hopes of pardon. 
When the tempers of men are softened as well as their 
• knowledge improved, thi^ humanity appears still more con- 
spicuous, and is the chief characteristic which distinguishes 
a civilized age from times of barbarity and ignorance. Fac- 
tions are then less inveterate, revolutions less tragical, au- 
thority less seveie, and seditions less frequent. Even foreign 
wars abate of their cruelty ; and after the field of battle, 
^ The lufccnption on the Place- de-Vendome says 1 10,000. 
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where honour and interest} steel men against compassion as 
well as fear, the combatants divest themselves of the brute, 
and resume the man. • 

Nor need we fear, that men, by losing their ferocity, will 
lose their martial spirit, or become less undaunted and 
vigorous in defence of their country or tiieir libei’ty. The 
arts have no such efFect in enervating either the mind or 
body. On the contrary, industry, their inseparable at- 
tendant, adds new force to both. And if anger, which is 
said to be the whetstone of courage, loses somewhat of its 
asperity, by politeness and refinement ; a sense of honour, 
wdiich is a stronger, more constant, and more governable 
principle, acquires fresh vigour by that elevation of genius 
which arises from kno^\ledge and a good education. Add to 
this, that courage can neither have any duration, nor he of 
any use, when not accompanied with discipline and martial 
skill, which are seldom found among a barbarous people. 
The ancients remarked, that Datamss was the only barbarian 
that ever knew the art of war. And PrunHus, seeing the 
PoMANS marshal their army with some art and skill, said 
with surprize. These barbarians have nothing barbarous in their 
discljgUae ! It is observable, that, as the old Eomais'S, by 
applying themselves solely to war, were almost the only un- 
civilized peojile that ever possessed military discipline; so 
the modern IxApiAKS are the only civilized people, among 
EuUOPEAXS, that ever wanted courage and a martial s^arit. 
Those Vr’lio would ascribe this enominacy of the Italians to 
their luxury, or politeness, or apiJication to the arts, need 
but consider the Fkench and English, whose bravery is as 
uncontestable, as their love for the arts, and their assiduity 
in commerce. The Italian historians give us a more satis- 
factory reason for this degeneracy of their countrymen. 
They shew us how the sword was dropped at once by all the 
Italian sovereigns ; while the Venetian aristocracy was 
jealous of its subjects, the Florentine democracy applied 
Itself entirely to commerce ; Pome ^as governed hy priests, 
and Naples by women. ^\hir then became the business of 
soldiers of fortiiuo, who spared one another, and to the 
astonishment of the worlJ, could engage a whole day in 
vrhat they called a battle, and ret’irn at night to tlieir camp, 
without the least bloodshed. 

What has chiefly induced severe moralists to dcclaiui 
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against refinement in the arts, is the example oAqgp.cient 
Eome, which, joining, to its poverty and rusticityj^^ue 
and public spirit, rose to such a surprising height of grariHjSi& 
and liberty ; but having learned from its conquered provinces 
Hhe Asiatic luxury, fell into every kind of corruption; 
whence arose seditton and civil wars, attended at last with 
the total loss of liberty. All the Latiist classics, whom we 
peruse in our infancy, are full of these sentiments, and uni- 
versally ascribe the ruin of their state to the arts and riches 
imported from the East : Insomuch that Sallust represents 
a taste for painting as a vice, no less than lewdness and 
drinking. And so popular were these sentiments, during 
the later ages of the republic, that this author abounds in 
praises of the old rigid Eomah virtue, though himself the 
most egregious instance of modern luxury and corruption ; 
speaks contemptuously of the Greoiak eloquence, though the 
most elegant writer in the world; nay, employs prepos- 
terous digressions and declamations to this purpose, though 
a model of taste and correctness. 

But it would be easy to prove, that these writers 'mistook 
the cause of the disorders in the Eoman state, and ascribed 
to luxury and the arts, what really proceeded from an ill 
modelled government, and the unlimited extent of con- 
quests. 2 Refinement on the pleasures and conveniences of 
life has no natural tendency to beget venality and corruption. 
The value, which all men put upon any particular pleasure, 
depends on comparison and experience ; nor is a porter less 
greedy of money, which he spends on bacon and brandy’', 
than a courtier, who purchases champagne and ortolans. 
Riches are valuable at all times, and to all men ; because they 
always purchase pleasures, such as men are accustomed to, 
and desire : Nor can anything restrain or regulate the love 
of money, but a sense of honour and virtue ; which, if it be 
not nearly equal at all times, will naturally abound most in 
ages of knowledge and refinement. 

^ Of all European kingdoms, Poland seems the most de- 
fective in the arts of war as well as peace, mechanical as well 
as liberal ; yet it is there that venality and corruption do 
most prevail. The nobles seem to have preserved their 
crown elective for no other jiurposc, than regularly to sell 

* [Tho Grceian and A&iatic luxury - fLuxui'y or refinement on pleasure 
Editions II to K ] lias, i&c Editions U to M ] 
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it to tlie liigliest bidder. This is almost the only species of 
commerce^, with which that people are acquainted. 

The liberties of Eitglan-d, so far from decaying since the 
improvements in the arts, have never flourished so mucfi. as 
during that period. And though corruption may seem to 
encrease of late years ; this is chiefly t§ be ascribed to our 
established liberfy, when our princes have found the im- 
possibility of governing without parliaments, or of terrifying 
parliaments by the phantom of prerogative. Not to mention, 
that this corruption or venality prevails much more among 
the electors than the elected; and therefore cannot justly 
be ascribed to any refinements in luxury. 

If we consider the matter in a proper light, we shall find, 
that a progress in the arts is rather favourable to liberty, 
and has a natural tendency to preserve, if not 2}roduce a free 
government. In rude unpolished nations, where the arts 
are neglected, aU labour is bestowed on the cultivation of 
the ground ; and the whole society is divided into two classes, 
proprietors of land, and their vassals or tenants. The latter 
are necessarily dependent, and fitted for slavery and subjec- 
tion ; especially where they possess no riches, and are not 
valued for their knowledge in agriculture 5 as must always 
be the case where the arts* are neglected. The former 
naturally erect themselves into petty tyrants; and must 
either submit tjo an absolute master, for the sake of peace 
and order ; or if they will preserve fcheir independency, like 
the ^ ancient barons, they must fall into feuds and contests 
among themselves, and throw the whole society into such con- 
fusion, as is perhaj)S worse than the most despotic government. 
But where luxury nourishes commerce and industry, the 
peasants, by a proper cultivation of the land, become inch 
and independent ; while the tradesmen and merchants acquire 
a share of the property, and draw authority and considera- 
tion to that middling rank of men, who are the best and 
firmest basis of public liberty. These submit not to slavery, 
like the peasants, from x'^overty aiffl meanness of spirit ; and» 
having no liopes of tyrannizing over otheis, like the barons, 
they are not tempted, for the sake of that gratification, to 
submit to the tyranny of their sovereign. They covet equal 
laws, which may secure their proper!}", and i*>rcsorvo them 
from monarchical, as well as aristocratical tyranny. 

^ [The GotliiL Larons Edilion.'i II to N ] 
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Tlie lower lioiise is the supporijof our popular govcrnmenl; 
and all the world acknowledges^ that it owed its chief influ- 
ence and consideration to the encrease of commerce, which 
threw such a balance of property into the hands of the 
commons. How inconsistent then is it to blame so violently 
a refinement in th^ arts, and to represent it as the bane of 
liberty and public spirit ! 

To declaim against present times, and magnify the vhtue 
of remote ancestors, is a propensity almost inherent in human 
nature : And as the sentiments and opinions of civilized ages 
alone are transmitted to posterity, hence it is that we meet 
with so many severe judgments pronounced against luxury, 
and even science ; and hence it is that at present we give so 
ready an assent to them. But the fallacy is easily perceived, 
by comparing different nations that are contemporaries; 
where we both judge more impartially, and can better set in 
opposition those manners, with which we are sufficiently 
acquainted. Treachery and cruelty, the most pernicious and 
most odious of all vices, seem peculiar to uncivilised ages ; 
and by the refined G-ueeks and Romaits were ascribed to all 
the barbarous nations, which surrounded them. They might 
justly, therefore, have presumed, that their own ancestors, so 
highly celebrated, possessed no greater virtue, and were as 
much inferior to their posterity in honour and humanity, as 
in taste and science. An ancient Fraitk or Saxon may bo 
highly extoUed : But I believe every man would think*" his 
life or fortune much less secure in the hands of a Moon or 
Tartar, than in those of a French or English gentleman, 
the rank of men the most civilized in the most civilized 
nations. 

We come now to the second position which we propose to 
illustrate, to wit, that, as innocent luxury, or a refinemejit in 
the arts and conveniences of life, is advantageous to the 
public ; so wherever luxury ceases to be innocent, it also ceases 
to be beneficial ; and when carried a degree farther, begins 
#to be a quality pernicious, though, perhaps, not the most 
pernicious, to political society. 

Let us consider what we call vicious luxury. jNo gratifica- 
tion, however sensual, can of itself be esteemed vicious. A 
gratification is only vicious, when it engrosses aU a man’s 
expence, and leaves no ability for such acts of duty oiid 
generosity as are required by his situation and fortune. 
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Suppose, that he correct the vice, and employ part of his 
expellee in the education of his children, in the support of 
his friends, and in relieving the poor ; would any prejudice 
result to society 9 On the contrary, the same consumption 
would arise ; and that labour, which, at present, is employed 
only in producing a slender gratification Jo one man, would 
relieve the necessitous, and bestow satisfaction on hundreds. 
The same care and toil that raise a dish of peas at Christ- 
mas, would give bread to a whole family during six months. 
To say, that, without a vicious luxury, the labour would not 
have been employed at all, is only to say, that there is some 
other defect in human nature, such as indolence, selfishness, 
inattention to others, for which luxury, in some measure, 
Ijrovides a remed}^ ; as one poison may be an antidote to 
another. But virtue, like wholesome food, is better than 
poisons, however corrected. 

Suppose the same number of men, that are present in 
Great Britain, with the same soil and climate; I ask, is it 
not possible for them to be happier, by the most perfect way 
of life that can be imagined, and by the greatest reformation 
that Omnipotence itself could work in their temper^and dis- 
position 9 To assert, that they cannot, appears evidently 
ridiculous. As the land is able to maintain more than all its 
liresent inhabitants, they could never, in such a Utopian 
state, feel any other ills than those which arise from bodily 
sickness ; and tliese are not the half of human miseries. All 
other ills spring from some vice, either in ourselves or others ; 
and even many of our diseases proceed from the same origin. 
Remove the vices, and the ills follow. You must only take 
care to remove all the vices. If you remove part, you may 
render the matter worse. By banishing luxury, with- 
out curing sloth and an indifference to others, you only 
diminish industry in the state, and add nothing to men’s 
charity or their generosity. Let us, therefore, rest contented 
with asserting, that two opposite vices in a state may be 
more advantageous than either ofi^them alone; but let us ^ 
never pronounce vice in itself advantageous. Is it not very 
inconsistent for an author to assert in one page, that moral 
distinctions are inventions of politicians for public interest ; 
and in the next page maintain, that vice is advantageous to 
the public 9 ^ And indeed it seems upon any system of 

* Ell lie of tlu Bees. 
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morality, little less than a contradiction in terms, to talk of 
a vice, which is in general beneficial to society.^ 

I thought this reasoning necessary, in order to give some 
light to a philosophical question, which has been innch dis- 
puted in Eistgland. I call it a ^Jiilosojphical question, not a 
jyolitical one. Eor%vhatever may be the consequence of such 
a miraculous transformation of mankind, as would endow 
them with every species of virtue, and free them from every 
species of vice ; this concerns not the magistrate, who aims 
only at possibilities. He cannot cure every vice by substitu- 
ting a virtue in its jiHce. Very often he can only cure one 
vice by .another ; and in that case, he ought to prefer what 
is least pernicious to society. Luxury, when excessive, is the 
source of many ills ; but is in general preferable to sloth and 
idleness, which would commonly succeed in its place, and arc 
more hurtful both to private persons and to the public. 
When sloth reigns, a mean uncultivated w’ay of life prevails 
amongst individuals, without society, without enjoyment. 
And if the sovereign, in such a situation, demands the ser- 
vice of his subjects, the labour of the state sufiBccs only to 
furnish the necessaries of Jife to the labourers, and can allbid 

nothing to those who are employed in the public service, 

• 

Essat III . — Of Money. * 

Money is not, properly speaking, one of the subjects of 
commerce ; but only the instrument wliich men have agreed 
upon to facilitate the exchange of one commodity for another. 
It is none of the wheels of trade : It is the oil which rendeis 
the motion of the wheels more smooth and easy. If wo con- 
sider any one kingdom by itself, it is evident, that the greater 
or less plenty of money is of no consequence; since the 
prices of commodities are always proportioned to the plenty 
of money, and a crown in Haeey VII.'s time seiwed the same 

^ [Frodigality is not to be confuiinclccl Uut KUene^s ]s the gie.it soiiice ofpro- 
with a refinement in the arts. It even clignlity .it all times, ami there are 
appears, that that iicc is mncli less pleasures and vanities m eieiy rgi, 
fieqiiciit in the cultivated ages In- vliieh allure men ecjiiallyvlien liny are 
dnstiy and gam beget this lingality, nnaccjii.ni’tcd with better enjoj mints 
among the lower and middle lanks of Not to mention, that the high iiiteiist, 
men, and in all the busy professions parcel in rude tiiiie'., (juukly eimsimiis 
Hen of high rank, indeed, it may be tlio foituncs of the l.imlod gmiiy, and 
pretended, aro more allured by tlio mnltipln s llieir uccc'^sities — Feliliun P 
plcasuies; -s^biedi become moie frequent. in the text ] 



ESSAY in. 


;JiO 


purpose as a pound does at present. It is only tlie public 
■which draws any adyantage from the greater plenty of 
money ; and that only in its wars and negociations with 
foreign states. And this is the reason, why all rich and 
trading countries from Carthage to Great Britain and 
Holland, have employed mercenary troofs, which they hired 
from their poorer neighbours. Were they to make use of 
their native subjects, they would find less advantage from 
then superior riches, and from their great plenty of gold and 
silver ; since the pay of all their servants must rise in pro- 
poi’uion to the public opulence. Our small army of 20,000 
men is maintained at as great expence, as a Erench army 
^ twice as numerous. The English fleet, during the late war, 
required as much money to support it as all the Eoman 
legions, which kept the whole world in subjection, during the 
time of the emperors.^ 

The greater number of people and their greater industry 
are serviceable in all cases ; at home and abroad, in private 
and in imblic. But the greater plenty of money, is very 
limited in its use, and may even sometimes be a loss to a 
nation in its commerce with foreigners. 

There seems to be a happy c^oncurrence of causes in human 
affairs, which checks the growth of trade and riches, and 
hinders them from being confined entirely to one people ; as 
might naturally at first be dreaded from the advantages of 
an established commerce. Where one nation has gotten the 
start of another in frade, it is very dbEcult for the latter to 
regain the ground it has lost ; because of the superior in- 


^ [Thrice Editions H to P.] 

- A private soldier m the Rohan 
iiuautrj had ii denarius n day, some- 
'iili.'t than eightptnco The Rohan 
crnpniws had euninionly 25 legions in 
1 •>}* vIiilIi aJluving 5000 men to a 
i tia, malies 125,000 Tacit. Ajiji, 
IJ/ 17 5 It i& true, there Here also aiix- 
to the legions; but their nuni- 
aie urciitaiu, as H'ell as their 
; IV. To (.oii^'jdur only the legionaries, 
2-ay 01 the lu’ivate men could not 
tx Gtd 1 0ol),000 Nott, the 

2-.tiliaruLut lu tlie List ivar commonly 
allotted tui the tleet 2.500,000 We 
hive lliirLloie 900, OOO oier for the 
( aieci'^ C'ul other cxjKnces of tho 
J'tn. 'N kg'niic llieie seem to have 
1 . ' 1-ut iv-tt cllieeis m the Ron in 


armies, in comparison of nhat arc em- 
ployed in all our modem troops, except 
some Swiss corps. And these oliictus 
had very small pay A centurion, for 
instance, only double a common soldier 
And as tho soldiers Irom their pay 
(Tacit. Ajin. lib. 1 . 17) bought their oh ii 
cloaths, arms, tents, and baggage , tins 
rau#t also dimmish considerably ther 
other charges of tho army. So little 
expensive nas that mighty government, 
and so easy Has its yoke over the 
woikh And, indeed, this is the more 
natuial conclusion from the foregoing 
calculations. Eor money, after the con- 
quest of H2gxpt, seems to have been 
ueaily lu as great plenty at Rome, as it 
IS at yiresent in the iichest of the Euiio- 
PEAN kingdoms. 
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dustry and skill of tlie former, and the greater stocks, of which 
its merchants are possessed, and which enable them to trade 
on ^o much smaller profits. But these advantages are com- 
pensated, in some measure, by the low price of labour in 
every nation which has not an extensive commerce, and does 
not much abound iti gold and silver. Manufactures, there- 
fore gradually shift their places, leaving those countries and 
provinces which they have already enriched, and flying to 
others, whither they are allured by the cheapness of pro- 
visions and labour ; till they have enriched these also, and 
are again banished by the same causes. And, in general, we 
may observe, that the dearness of every thing, from plenty of 
money, is a disadvantage, which attends an established com- 
merce, and sets bounds to it in every country, by enabling 
the poorer states to undersel the richer in all foreign mar- 
kets. 

This has made me entertain a doubt concerning the benefit 
of lanTcs and im])er-cTeclit, which are so generally esteemed 
advantageous to every nation. That provisions and labom’ 
should become dear by the cncrease of trade and money, is 
in many respects, an inconvenience ; but an inconvenience 
that is unavoidable, and the effect of that j)ublic wealth and 
prosperity which are the end “Of all our wishes. It is com- 
pensated by the advantages, which we reap from the posses- 
sion of these precious metals, and the weight, which they 
give the nation in all foreign wars and negociations. But 
there appears no reason for encreasing that inconvenience by 
a counterfeit money, which foreigners will not accept of in any 
payment, and which any great disorder in the state will reduce 
to nothing. There are, it is true, many people in every rich 
state, who having large sums of money, would j)refer pajoer 
with good security; as being of more easy transport and 
more safe custody. If the public provide not a bank, private 
bankers will take advantage of this circumstance; as the 
goldsmiths formerly did in Lokdon, or as the bankers do at 
* present in Dublin : Ancl therefore it is better, it may be 
thought, that a public company should enjoy the benefit of that 
paper-credit, which always will have place in every opulent 
kingdom. But to endeavour artificially to encrease such a 
credit, can never be the interest of any trading nation ; but 
must lay them under disadvantages, by encreasing money 
beyond its natural proportion to labour and commodities, and 
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thereby heightening their price to the merchant and mami- 
factnrer. And in this view, it must be allowed, that no bank 
conld be more advantageous, than such a one as locked up 
all the money it received,^ and never augmented the circulating 
coin, as is usual, hj returning part of its treasure into com- 
merce. A public bank, by this expedient, might cut oif 
much of the dealings of private bankers and money-jobbers ; 
and though the state bore the charge of salaries to the 
directors and tellers of this bank (for, according to the pre- 
ceding supposition, it would have no profit from its dealings), 
the national advantage, resulting from the low price of labour 
and the destruction of paper-credit, would be a sufiScient 
compensation. Not to mention, that so large a sum, lying 
ready at command, would be a convenience in times of great 
public danger and distress ; and what part of it was used 
might be replaced at leisure, when peace and tranquility was 
restored to the nation. 

But of this subject of paper-credit we shall treat more 
largely hereafter. And I shall finish this essay on money, 
by proposing and explaining two observations, which may, 
perhaps, serve to employ the thoughts of our speculative 
politicians.® 

It was a shrewd observation pf Akachaesis^ the ScTTHiAisr, 
who had never seen money in his own country, that gold and 
silver seemed to him of no use to the Greeks, but to assist 
them in numeration and arithmetic. It is indeed evident, 
that money is nothing but the representation of labour and 
commodities, and serves only as a method of rating or esti- 
mating them. Where coin is in greater plenty ; as a greater 
quantity of it is required to represent the same quantity of 
goods; it can have no effect, either good or bad, taking a 
nation within itself ; any more than it would make on altera- 
tion on a merchant’s boobs, if, instead of the Aeabiak method 
of notation, which requires few characters, he should malco 
use of the Eomak, which requires a great many. Nay, tlio 
greater quantity of money, like tfce Eoman characters, is • 
rather inconvenient, and requires greater trouble both to keep 

* lb tlie case m ilh tlio Lank of somotimos, in this ago, attached lo tho 
AArbTPiiD S.M. [This note TTcis added in ch.iracterof a philosopher, without add- 

-n n -r. . '^^liicU heloiigs to a pro- 

2 [Edition^HtoP add For to thc^o jeetor ] 

only I all along addrei^s myself ’Tis ^ Plut. Quomodo qms suosprofedtts 
enough that I submit to tho ridiculo tn vutute seiiitre possit. 
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and transport it. But notwithstanding this conclusion, which 
must be allowed just, it is certain, that, since the discovery 
of the mines in America, industry has encreased in all the 
nations of Europe, except in the possessors of those mines ; 
and this may justly be ascribed, amongst other reasons, to 
the encrease of gojd and silver. Accordingly we find, that, 
in every kingdom, into which money begins to flow in greater 
abundance than formerly, evei'y thing takes a new face : 
labour and industry gain life ; the merchant becomes moi’e 
enterprising, the manufacturer more diligent and skilful, and 
even the farmer follows his plough with greater alacrity and 
attention. This is not easily to be accounted for, if we con- 
sider only the influence which a greater abundance of coin 
has in the kingdom itself, by heightening the price of com- 
modities, and obliging every one to pay a greater number of 
these little yellow or white pieces for every thing he purchases. 
And as to foreign trade, it appears, that great plenty of 
money is rather disadvantageous, by raising the price of every 
kind of labour. 

To account, then, for this phenomenon, we must consider, 
that though the high price of commoclities be a necessary 
consequence of the encrease of gold and silvex', yet it follows 
not immediately upon that encrease ; but some time is re- 
quired before the money circulates through the wdiolo state, 
and makes its effect be felt on all ranks of [people. At first, 
no alteration is perceived ; by degrees the price rises, first of 
one commodity, then of another ; till the whole at last I’eaches 
a just proportion with the new quantity of specie which is in 
the kingdom. In my opinion, it is only in this interval or 
intermediate situation, between the acquisition of money and 
rise of prices, that the encreasing quantity of gold and silver 
is favourable to industry. When any quantity of money is 
imported into a nation, it is not at first dispersed into many 
hands; but is confined to the coffers of a few persons, who 
immediately seek to employ it to advantage. Hero are n set 
of manufacturers or merftiants, we shall suppose, w^ho have 
received returns of gold and silver for goods which they sent 
to Cadiz, They are thereby enabled to employ more work- 
men than formerly, who never dream of demanding higher 
wages, but are glad of employment from such goodjiay- 
masters. If workmen become scarce, tlic manufacturer gives 
higher wages, but at first requires an encrease of labour; 
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and this is willingly submitted to by the artisan, who can 
now eat and drink better, to compensate his additional toil 
and fatigue* He carries his money to market, where he finds 
every thing at the same price as formerly, but returns with 
greater quantity and of better kinds, for the use of his family. 
The farmer and gardener, finding, that allttheir commodities 
are taken off, apply themselves wibh alacrity to the raising 
more ; and at the same time can afford to take better and 
more cloths from their tradesmen, whose price is the same 
as formerly, and their industry only whetted by so much new 
gain. It is easy to trace the money in its progress through 
the whole commonwealth ; where we shall find, that it must 
first quicken the diligence of every individual, before it en- 
crease the price of labour. 

And that the specie may enci'ease to a considerable pitch, 
before it have this latter effect, appears, amongst other in- 
stances, from the frequent operations of the FsENOn king on 
the money ; where it was always found, that the augmenting 
of the numerary value did not produce a proportional rise of 
the prices, at least for some time. In the last year of Louis 
XrV. money was raised three-sevenths, but prices augmented 
only one. Com in Frahoe is now sold at the same price, or 
for the same number of livres, it was in 1683 ; though silver 
was then at 80 livres the mark, and is now at 50.^ Not to 
mention the great addition of gold and silver, which may 
have come into that kingdom since the former period. 


^ These facts I ^iiyp upon tho autho- 
rity of Mons du 'i\)r in his Reflections 
]}olitiq^ifes, an author of reputation. 
Tliough I must confers, that the facts 
'which ho advances ou other occasions, 
are often so suspicious, as to make his 
authority less in this matter IIo'W’- 
ever, tho geneial ohser^aLion, that tho 
nugmenting of tho money in Pkance 
does not at fii*bt propoitionahly aug- 
ment the prices, is oeituiilyju&t. 

By the by, this seems to be ono of 
tho best reasons 'wrliieh can bo given, 
for a gradual rnd umyersal cncre,'>e of 
tho donomiuation of money, though it 
lia^ been entirely on i looked in all 
those volumes ■which Inn e been written 
ou that c^iiestion by Dii Tor, 

and Paris do Vniixnr Were .ill our 
money, for instance, recoined, and a 
penny’s worth of silver taken iruia 
every shilling, nev' shilling vould 


probably purchaso every thing that 
CDiild have been bought by tho old, 
the puces of everything -vvould therol)y 
bo insemibly diminished, foreign trade 
enlivened , and domestic industry, by 
tho circulation of a groat number of 
pounds anel sliilijugs, voukl roceivo 
some encretiso and cncom’agcment In 
executing such a project, it v’ould bo 
bettor to make the new shilling pass 
for 24 halfpence, in older to jireservo 
tho illusion and make it bo taken for 
the sfimo. And as a recoiiiagc of our 
silver begins to bo requisite, by tho 
continual v caring of our sliillings and 
sixpences, it may bo doulilful, vholher 
Tvo oiight to imitate tho exainplo lu 
King- William’s reign, when tho dipt 
mom y was raised to the old standard 
[llus last sentence is entered, to ho 
added, in tho list of criata in It it 
u as incorporatt d in tho text of I.] 
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From the whole of this reasoning we may conclude, that 
it is of no manner of consequence, with regard to the domestic 
ha{>piness of a state, whether money be in a greater or less 
quantity. The good policy of the magistrate consists only 
in keeping it, if possible, still encreasing ; because, by that 
means, he keeps alve a spirit of industry in the nation, and 
encreases the stock of labour, in which consists all real power 
and riches. A nation, whose money decreases, is actually, 
at that time, weaker and more miserable than another nation, 
which possesses no more money, but is on the encreasing hand. 
This will be easily accounted for, if we consider, that the 
alterations in the quantity of money, either on one side or 
the other, are not immediately attended with proportionable 
alterations in the price of commodities. There is always an 
interval before matters be adjusted to their new situation ; 
and this interval is as pernicious to industry, when gold and 
silver are diminishing, as it is advantageous when these 
metals ax’e encreasing. The workman has not the same 
employment from the manufacturer and merchant ; though 
he pays the same price for everything in the market. The 
farmer cannot dispose of his corn and cattle; though he 
must pay the same rent to his landlord. The poverty, and 
beggary, and sloth, which mdst ensue, are easily foreseen. 

II. The second observation which I proposed to make 
with regard to money, may be explained after the following 
manner. There are some kingdoms, and many provinces in 
Europe, (and all of them were once in the same condition) 
where money is so scai'ce, that the landlord can get none at 
aU from his tenants ; but is obliged to take his rent in kind, 
and either to consume it himself, or transpoi-t it to places 
where he may find a market. In those countries, the j)rince 
can levy few or no taxes, but in the same manner ; And as 
he will receive small benefit from impositions so paid, it is 
evident that such a kingdom has little force even at home ; 
and cannot maintain fleets and armies to the same extent, as 
if every part of it abounded in gold and silver. There is 
surely a greater disproportion between the force of Geemaxt, 
at present, and what it was three centuries ago,^ than tliere 
is in its industry, people, and manufactures. The Austrian 

^ The Italians gave to the Emperor that pimce evti’ surcecdcd, for want of 
Maximilian, the mcknamo of Pocci- money. 

DANAiii. None of the enterprises of 
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dominions in tlie empke are in general well peopled and well 
cultivated, and are of great extent ; but have not a propor- 
tionable weight in the balance of Eubope ; proceeding, a§ is 
commonly supposed, from the scarcity of money. How do 
all these facts agTee with that principle of reason, that the 
quantity of gold and silver is in itself altogether indifferent ? 
According to that principle wherever a sovereign has numbers 
of subjects, and these have plenty of commodities, he should 
of course be great and powerful, and they rich and happy, 
independent of the greater or lesser abundance of the precious 
metals. These admit of divisions and subdivisions to a great 
extent ; and where the pieces might become so small as to be 
in danger of being lost, it is easy to mix the gold or silver 
with a baser metal, as is practised in some countries of 
Eueope ; and by that means raise the j)ieces to a bulk more 
sensible and convenient. They still serve the same pur- 
poses of exchange, whatever their number may be, or what- 
ever colour they may be supposed to have. 

To these difficulties I answer, that the effect, here sup- 
posed to flow from scarcity of money, really arises from the 
manners and customs of the people ; and that we mistake, 
as is too usual, a collateral effect for a cause. The contra- 
diction is only apparent ; but it requires some thought and 
reflection to discover the principles, by which we can recon- 
cile reason to experience. 

It seems a maxim almost self-evident, that the prices of 
every thing dejpend on the pro23ortion between commodities 
and money, and that any considerable alteration on either 
has the same effect, either of heightening or lowering the 
jprice. Encrease the commodities, they become chea 2 :)cr; 
en crease the money, they rise in their value. As, on the other 
hand, a diminution of the former, and that of the latter, 
have contrary tendencies. 

It is also evident, that the 23i*ices do not so much depend 
on the absolute quantity of commodities and that of money, 
which are in a nation, as on that of the commodities, which 
come or may come to market, and of the money which cir- 
culates. If the coin be locked up in chests, it is the same 
thing with regard to prices, as if it were annihilated; if the 
commodities be hoarded in ^magazines and granaiies, a like 
effect follows. As the money and commodities, in these 

* [Magazines and first added m Edition Q ] 
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cases, never meet, they cannot affect each other. Were we, 
at any time, to form conjectures concerning the price of pro- 
visions, the corn, which the farmer must reserve ^for seed and 
for the maintenance of himself and family, ought never to 
enter into the estimation. It is only the overplus, compared 
to the demand, that determines the value. 

To apply these principles, we must consider’, that, in the 
first and more uncultivated ages of any state, ere fancy has 
confounded her wants with those of nature, men, content 
with the produce of their own fields, or with those rude im- 
provements which they themselves can work upon them, 
have little occasion for exchange, at least for money, which, 
by agreement, is the common measure of exchange. The 
wool of the farmer^s own flock, spun in his own family, and 
wrought by a neighbouring weaver, who receives his payment 
in com or wool, suffices for furniture and cloathing. The 
carpenter, the smith, the mason, the tailor, are retained by 
wages of a like nature ; and the landlord himself, dwelling 
in the neighbourhood, is content to receive his rent in the 
commodities raised by the farmer. The greater part of 
these he consumes at home, in rustic hospitality : The rest, 
perhaps, he disiDOses of for money to the neighbouring town, 
w'hcnce he draws the few materials of his expense and 
luxury. 

But after men begin to refine on all these enjoyments, and 
live not always at home, nor are content with what can be 
raised in their neighbourhood, there is more exchange and 
commerce of all kinds, and more money enters into that 
exchange. The tradesmen will not be paid in corn ; because 
they want something more than barely to eat. The farmer 
goes beyond his own parish for the commodities he 23urchases, 
and cannot always carry his commodities to the merchant 
who supplies him. The landlord lives in the capital, or in 
a foreign country ; and demands his rent in gold and silver, 
which can easily be transjiorted to him. Great undertakers, 
*and manufacturers, and '•merchants, arise in every com- 
modity; and these can conveniently deal in nothing but 
in specie. And consequently, in this situation of society, 
the coin enters into many more contracts, and by that means 
is much more em23loyed than in the former. 

The necessary effect is, that, jirovided the money encreaso 

* [For boed and : fir&t added m Edition E ] 
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not in the nation, every thing innst become mnch cheaper in 
times of industry and refinement, than in rude, uncultivated 
ages. It is the prox^ortion between the circulating money, 
and the commodities in the market, which determines ^the 
prices. Goods, that are consumed at home, or exchanged 
with other goods in the neighbourhood, ^ever come to mar- 
ket ; they affect not in the least the current specie ; with 
regard to it they ai'e as if totally annihilated 5 and conse- 
quently this method of using them sinks the proportion on the 
side of the commodities, and encreases the prices. But after 
money enters into all contracts and sales, and is every where 
the measure of exchange, the same national cash has a much 
greater task to perform ; all commodities are then in the 
market ; the sphere of circulation is enlarged ; it is the same 
case as if that individual sum were to serve a larger kingdom ; 
and therefore, the proportion being here lessened on the side 
of the money, every thing must become cheaper, and the 
prices gradually fall. 

By the most exact comxmtations, that have been formed 
all over Eueope, after making allowance for the altei’ation 
in the numerary value or the denomination, it is found, that 
the prices of all things have only risen three, or at most, four 
times, since the discovery of the West Indies. But will any 
one assert, that there is not much more than four times the 
coin in Eueope, that was in the fifteenth century, and 
the centuries jireceding it? The Spaniaeds and Portu- 
guese from their mines, the English, Eeench, and Dutch, 
by their African trade, and by their interlox)ers in the West 
Indies, bring home about ^six millions a year, of which not 
above a third goes to the Bast Indies. This sum alone, in 
ten years, would probably double the ancient stock of money 
in Europe. And no other satisfactory reason can be given, 
why all prices have not risen to a much more exorbitant 
height, except that which is derived from a change of cus- 
toms and manners. Besides that more commodities are 
produced by additional industry, the same commodities como« 
more to market, after men dexiart from their ancient sim- 
plicity of manners. And though this encrease has not been 
equal to that of money, it has, however, been considerable, 
and has preserved the proportion between coin and commo- 
dities nearer the ancient standard. 

' [Editions H and I read . Seven millions ... a tenth part ] 
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Were the question proposed, Wliich of these methods of 
living in the people, the simple or refined, is the most ad- 
vantageous to the state or public ? I should, without much 
scruj)]e, prefer the latter, in a view to politics at least ; and 
should produce this as an additional reason for the encou- 
ragement of trade ^nd manufactures. 

While men live in the ancient simple manner, and supply 
all their necessaries from domestic industry or from the 
neighbourhood, the sovereign can levy no taxes in money 
from a considerable part of his subjects 5 and if he will impose 
on them any burthens, he must take payment in commo- 
dities, with which alone they abound ; a method attended 
with such great and obvious ineonveniencies, that they need 
need not here be insisted on. All the money he can pretend 
to raise, must be from his principal cities, where alone it 
circulates ; and these, it is evident, cannot afford him so 
much as the whole state could, did gold and silver circulate 
throughout the whole. But besides this obvious diminution 
of the revenue, there is another cause of the poverty of the 
public in such a situation. NTot only the sovereign receives 
less money, but the same money goes not so far as in times 
of industry and general commerce. Every thing is dearer, 
where the gold and silver are -supposed equal ; and that be- 
cause fewer commodities come to market, and the whole 
coin bears a higher proportion to what is to bo purchased by 
it ; whence alone the prices of every thing are fixed and de- 
termined. 

Here then we may learn the fallacy of the remark, often 
to be met with in historians, and even in common conversation, 
that any particular state is weak, though fertile, populous, 
and well cultivated, merely because it wants money. It ap- 
pears, that the want of money can never injure any state 
within itself : For men and commodities are the real strength 
of any community. It is the simple manner of living which 
here hurts the public, by confining the gold and silver to few 
♦hands, and preventing itstuniversal diffusion and circulation. 
On the contrary, industry and refinements of all kinds incor- 
porate it with the whole state, however small its quantity may 
be : They digest it into every vein, so to speak 5 and make it 
enter into every transaction and contract. 'No hand is entirely 
empty of it. And as the prices of every thing fall by that 
means, the sovereign has a double advantage : He may draw 
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money by bis taxes from every part of tbe state ; and wbat 
he receives, goes farther in every purchase and payment. 

We may infer, from a comparison of prices, that monqy is 
not more plentiful in China, than it was in Eueope three cen- 
turies ago ; But what immense power is that emphe possessed 
of, if we may judge by the civil and military establishment 
maintained by it ? Polybius ^ tells us, that provisions were so 
cheap in Italy during his time, that in some places the^ stated 
price for a meal at the inns was a semis a head, little more 
than a farthing ! Yet the Eoman power had even then sub- 
dued the whole known world. About a century before that 
period, the Caethaoinian ambassador said, by way of raillery, 
that no people lived more sociably amongst themselves than 
the Eomans; for that, in every entertainment, which, as 
foreign ministers, they received, they still observed the same 
j)late at every table.^ The absolute quantity of the precious 
metals is a matter of great indifference. There are only two 
circumstances of any importance, namely, their gradual en- 
crease, and their thorough concoction and circulation through 
the state ; and the influence of both these circumstances has 
here been explained. 

In the following Essay we shall see an instance of a like 
fallacy as that above mentioned ; where a collateral effect is 
taken for a cause, and where a consequence is ascribed to the 
plenty of moneyj though it be really owing to a change in 
the manners and customs of the j)eopIe. 


Essay IV . — Of Interest, 

Nothing is esteemed a more certain sign of the flourishing 
condition of any nation than the lowness of interest : And 
with reason ; though I believe the cause is somewhat diffurent 
from what is commonly apprehended. Lowness of interest is 
generally ascribed to plenty of money. But money, however 
plentiful, has no other effect, if fiMd^ than to raise the price • 
of labour. Silver is more common than gold ; and therefore 
you receive a greater quantity of it for the same commodities. 
But do you pay less interest for it'P Interest in Batavia and 
Jamaica is at 10 per cent, in Pobtuoal at 6; though these 

* cluL at the inns ] 

[Editions H to P read • The stated Pirn. hb. xxxiu. cap. 11. 
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places, as we may learn from the prices of every thing, 
abound more in gold and silver than either London or 
Amsterdam. 

Were all the gold in Enoland annihilated at once, and 
one and twenty shillings substituted in the place of every 
guinea, would moi^y be more plentiful or interest lower? 
No surely : We should only use silver instead of gold. Were 
gold rendered as common as silver, and silver as common as 
copper ; would money be more ]plentiful or interest lower ? 
We may assuredly give the same answer. Our shillings 
would then be yellow, and our halfpence white ; and we 
should have no guineas. No other difference would ever 
be observed ; no alteration on commerce, manufactures, 
navigation, or interest ; unless we imagine, that the colour of 
the metal is of any consequence. 

Now, what is so visible in these greater variations of 
scarcity or abundance in the precious metals, must hold in 
all inferior changes. If the multiplying of gold and silver 
fifteen times makes no difference, much less can the doubling 
or tripling them. All augmentation has no other effect 
than to heighten the price of labour and commodities ; and 
even this variation is little more than that of a name. In the 
progress towards these changes, the augmentation may have 
some influence, by exciting industry ; but after the prices are 
settled, suitably to the new abundance of gold and silver, it 
has no manner of influence. 

An effect always holds proportion with its cause. Prices 
have risen near four times since the discovery of the Indies ; 
and it is probable gold and silver have multiplied much 
more: But interest has not fallen much above half. The 
rate of interest, therefore, is not derived from the quantity of 
the precious metals. 

Money having chiefly a fictitious value,^ the greater or less 
plenty of it is of no consequence, if we consider a nation 
within itself; and the quantity of specie, when once fixed, 
•though ever so large, has mo other effect, than to oblige every 
one to tell out a greater number of those shining bits of metal, 
for clothes, furniture or equipage, without encreasing any one 
convenience of life. If a man borrow money to build a house, 
he then carries home a greater load ; because the stone, tim- 
ber, lead, glass, &c. with the labour of the masons and 
* [Value, arisiDg from the agreement and conyontion of men ; Editions H to P ] 
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carpenters, are represented by a greater quantity of gold 
and silver. But as these metals are considered chiefly as 
representations, there can no alteration arise, from their bulk 
or quantity, their weight or colour, either upon their real 
value or their interest. The same interest, in all cases, 
bears the same proportion to the sum. ^And if you lent mo 
so much labour and so many commodities ; by receiving five 
per cent, you always receive proportional labour and commo- 
dities, however represented, whether by yellow or white coin, 
whether by a pound or an ounce. It is in vain, therefore, to 
look for the cause of the fall or rise of interest in the greater 
or less quantity of gold and silver*, which is fixed in any nation. 

High interest arises from three circumstances : A great 
demand for borrowing ; little riches to supply that demand ; 
and great profits arising from commerce : And these circum- 
stances are a clear proof of the small advance of commerce 
and industry, not of the scarcity of gold and silver. Low 
interest, on the other hand, proceeds from the three opposite 
circumstances : A small demand for borrowing ; gi’eat riches 
to supply that demand ; and small i)rofits arising from com- 
merce : And these circumstances are all connected together, 
and proceed from the encrease of industry and commerce, not 
of gold and silver. We shall endeavour to prove these points ; 
and shall begin with the causes and the effects of a great or 
small demand for borrowing. 

c ® 

Wlien a people have emerged ever so little from a savage 
state, and their numbers have encreased beyond the original 
multitude, tliere must immediately arise an inequality of 
property ; and while some possess large tracts of land, others 
ai'e confined within narrow limits, and some are entirely 
without any landed property. Those who possess more land 
than they can labour, employ those who possess none, and 
agree to receive a determinate part of the product. Thus 
the landed interest is immediately established ; nor is there 
any settled government, however rude, in which affairs ai-o 
not on this footing. Of these «proprietors of land, somo 
must presently discover themselves to be of different tempers 
from others; and while one would willingly store up the 
produce of his land for futurity, another desires to consume 
at present what should sufidce for many years. But as the 
spending of a settled revenue is a way of life entirely without 
occupation ; men have so much need of somewhat to fix and 
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engage tRem^ that pleasures, such, as they are, will be the 
pursuit of the greater part of the landholders, and the pro- 
dig^s among them will always be more numerous than the 
misers. In a state, therefore, where there is nothing but a 
landed interest, as there is little frugality, the borrowers 
must be very numerous, and the rate of interest must hold 
proportion to it. The difiference depends not on the quantity 
of money, but on the habits and manners which prevail. 
By this alone the demand for borrowing is encreased or 
diminished. Were money so plentiful as to make an egg 
be sold for sixpence ; so long as there are only landed gentry 
and peasants in the state, the borrowers must be numerous, 
and interest high. The rent for the same farm would be 
heavier and more bulky : But the same idleness of the land- 
lord, with the higher price of commodities, would dissipate it 
in the same time, and produce the same necessity and demand 
for borrowing.^ 

Nor is the case different with regard to the second circum- 
stance which we proposed to consider, namely, the great or 
little riches to supply the demand. This effect also depends 
on the habits and way of living of the people, not on the 
quantity of gold and sOver. In order to have, in any state, 
a great number of lenders, it* is not sufficient nor requisite, 
that there be great abundance of the precious metals. It is 
only requisite, that the property or commau^d of that quan- 
tity, which is ill the state, whether great or small, should be 
collected in particular hands, so as to form considerable sums, 
or compose a great monied interest. This begets a number of 
lenders, and sinks the rate of usury; and this I shall venture 
to affirm, depends not on the quantity of specie, but on par- 
ticular manners and customs, which make the specie gather 
into separate sums or masses of considerable value. 

For suppose, that, by miracle, every man in Geeat Britaiit 
should have five pounds slipt into his pocket in one night ; 


^ [Editions II to N add • I have been 
informed by a very eminent la'^’or, 
and a man of great knowledge and ob- 
f^cTvation, that it appears from antient 
pnpers and records, that, about four 
centuries ago, money in ScoTiAmo, and 
probably m other parts of EniiorE, was 
only at five pc; cent and afterwards 
rose to ten before the discovery of the 
West-Indies. The fact is curious , but 
might easily bo reconciled to the fore- 


going reasoning. Men, in that age, 
lived so much at homo, and in so very 
simple and frugal a manner, that they 
had no occasion for money ; and though 
the lenders were then few, the bor- 
rowers were still fewer. The high rate 
of interest among the early Romans is 
accounted for by histoiiaus from the 
frequent losses sustained by the lu- 
roads of the enemy ] 
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this would mucli more than double the whole money that is 
at present in the kingdom ; yet there would not next day, nor 
for some time, be any more lenders, nor any variation in ^the 
interest. And were there nothing but landlords and peasants 
in the state, this money, however abundant, could never 
gather into sums ; and would only serve t(^ en crease the prices 
of every thing, without any farther consequence. The pro- 
digal landlord dissipates it, as fast as he receives it ; and the 
beggarly peasant has no means, nor view, nor ambition of 
obtaining above a bare livelihood. The overplus of borrowers 
above that of lenders continuing still the same, there will 
follow no reduction of interest. That depends upon another 
principle ; and must proceed from an encrease of industry and 
frugality, of arts and commerce. 

Every thing useful to the life of man arises from the 
ground ; but few things arise in that condition which is re- 
quisite to render them useful. There must, therefore, beside 
the peasant and the proprietors of land, be another rank of 
men, who receiving from the former the rude materials, work 
them into their proper form, and retain part for their own 
use and subsistence. In the infancy of society, these con- 
tracts between the artisans and the peasants, and between 
one species of artisans and another are commonly entered into 
immediately by the persons themselves, who, being neigh- 
bours, are easily acquainted with each other’s necessities, and 
can lend their mutual assistance to supply them. But when 
men’s industry encreases, and their views enlarge, it is found, 
that the most remote pai’ts of the state can assist each other 
as well as the more contiguous, and that this intercourse of 
good ofSces may be carried on to the greatest extent and 
intricacy. Hence the origin of merchants^ one of the most 
useful races of men, who serve as agents between those parts 
of the state, that are wholly unacquainted, and are ignorant 
of each other’s necessities. Here are in a city fifty workmen 
in silk and linen, and a thousand customers ; and these two 
ranks of men, so necessary to each other, can never rightly r 
meet, till one man erects a shop, to which all the workmen 
and all the customers repair. In this province, grass rises 
in abundance : The inhabitants abound in cheese, and butter, 
and cattle ; but want bread and corn, which, in a neighbouring 
province, are in too great abundance for the use of the in- 
habitants. One man discovers this. Ho brings corn from 
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the one province and returns with cattle ; and supplying the 
wants of both, he is, so far, a common benefactor. As the 
people encrease in numbers and industry, the difSculty of 
their intercourse encreases : The business of the agency or 
merchandize becomes more intricate ; and divides, subdivides, 
compounds, and mines to a greater variety. In all these trans- 
actions, it is necessary, and reasonable, that a considerable 
part of the commodities and labour should belong to the 
merchant, to -whom, in a great measure, they are owing. 
And these commodities be will sometimes preserve in kind, 
or more commonly convert into money, which is their com- 
mon representation. If gold and silver have encreased in the 
state together with the industry, it will require a great quan- 
tity of these metals to rejpresent a great quantity of commo- 
dities and labour. If industry alone has encreased, the prices 
of every thing must sink, and a small quantity of specie will 
serve as a representation. 

There is no craving or demand of the human mind more con- 
stant and insatiable than that for exercise and employment ; 
and this desire seems the foundation of most of our passions 
and pursuits. Deprive a man of all business and serious occupa- 
tion, he runs restless from one amusement to another ; and 
the weight and oppression, which he feels from idleness, is so 
great, that he forgets the ruin which must follow him from 
his immoderate expences. Give him a more ^harmless way of 
employing his mind or body, he is satisfied, and feels no longer 
that insatiable thirst after pleasure. But if the employment 
you give him be lucrative, especially if the profit be attached 
to every particular exertion of industry, he has gain so often 
in his eye, that he acquires, by degrees, a passion for it, and 
knows no such pleasure as that of seeing the daily encrease 
of his fortune. And this is the reason why trade encreases 
frugality, and why, among merchants, there is the same 
overplus of misers above prodigals, as, among the possessors 
of land, there is the contrary. 

* Commerce encreases industry, by conveying it readily from 
one member of the state to another, and allowing none of it 
to perish or become useless. It encreases frugality, by giving 
occupation to men, and employing them in the arts of gain, 
which soon engage their affection, and remove all relish for 
pleasure and expense. It is an infallible consequence of all 
industrious professions, to beget frugality, and make the love 
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of gain prevail over the love of pleasure. Among lavvyers and 
physicians who have any practice, there are many more who 
live within their income, than who exceed it, or even liver up 
to it. But lawyers and physicians beget no industry ; and it 
is even at the expence of others they acquire their riches ; so 
that they are sure to diminish the possessions of some of their 
fellow-citizens, as fast as they encrease their own. Merchants, 
on the contrary, beget industry, by serving as canals to con- 
vey it through every corner of the state : And at the same 
time, by their frugality, they acquire great power over that 
industry, and collect a large property in the labour and com- 
modities, which they ai’e the chief instruments in producing. 
There is no other j)rofession, therefore, except merchandize, 
which can mate the monied interest considerable, or, in other 
words, can encrease industry, and, by also encreasing* fru- 
gality, give a great command of that industry to particular 
members of the society. Without commerce, the state must 
consist chiefly of landed gentry, whose prodigality and ex- 
pence make a continual demand for borrowing ; and of pea- 
sants, who have no sums to supply that demand. The money 
never gathers into large stocks or sums, which can be lent at 
interest. It is dispersed into numberless hands, who either 
squander it in idle show and •magnificence, or employ it in 
the purchase of the common necessaries of life. Commerce 
alone assembles ^it into considerable sums ; and this effect it 
has merely from the industry which it begets, and the fru- 
gality which it ins23ires, independent of that particular quan- 
tity of precious metal which may circulate in the state. 

Thus an encrease of commerce, by a necessary conse- 
quence, raises a great number of lenders, and by that means 
produces lowness of interest. We must now consider how 
far this encrease of commerce diminishes the profits arising 
from that profession, and gives rise to the third circumstance 
requisite to produce lowness of interest. 

It may be proper to observe on this head, that low interest 
and low profits of merchandize are^^wo events, that mutually ^ 
forward each other, and are both originaUy derived from that 
extensive commerce, which produces opulent merchants, and 
renders the monied interest considerable. Where merchants 
possess great stocks, whether represented by few or many 
pieces of metal, it must frequently happen that, when they 
either become tired of business, or leave heirs unwilling or 
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unfit to engage in commerce, a great proportion of tliese 
riclies naturally seeks an annual and secure revenue. The 
plenty diininishes the price, and makes the lenders accept of 
a low interest. This consideration obliges many to keep 
their stock employed in trade, and rather be content with 
low profits than dispose of their money at an under- value. 
On the other hand, when commerce has become extensive, 
and employs large stocks, there must arise rivalships among 
the merchants, which diminish the profits of trade, at the 
same time that they encrease the trade itself. The low pro- 
fits of merchandize induce the merchants to accept more 
•willingly of a low interest, when they leave off business, and 
begin to indulge themselves in ease and indolence. It is 
needless, therefore, to enquire which of these circumstances, 
to wit, low interest or low profits^ is the cause, and which the 
effect ? They both arise from an extensive commerce, and 
mutually forward each other. No man will accept of low 
profits, where he can have high interest 5 and no man will 
accept of low interest, where he can have high profits. An 
extensive commerce, by producing large stocks, diminishes 
both interest and profits; and is always assisted, in its 
diminution of the one, by the jDroportional sinking of the 
other. I may add, that, as low profits arise from the encrease 
of commerce and industry, they servo in their turn to its 
farther encrease, by rendering the commodities cheaper, en- 
couraging the consumption, and heightening the industry. 
And thus, if we consider the whole connexion of causes and 
effects, interest is the barometer of the state, and its low- 
ness is a sign almost infallible of the flourishing condition of 
a people. It proves the encrease of industry, and its prompt 
circulation through the whole state, little inferior to a 
demonstration. And though, perhaps, it may not be im- 
possible but a sudden and a great check to commerce may 
have a momentary effect of the same kind, by throwing so 
many stocks out of trade ; it must be attended with such 
misery and want of emplSyment in the poor, that, besides its 
short duration, it will not be possible to mistake the one case 
for the other. 

Those who have asserted, that the plenty of money was 
the cause of low interest, seem to have taken a collateral 
effect for a cause ; since the same industry, which sinks the 
interest, commonly acquires great abundance of the precious 
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metals. A variety of fine mamifaettires, with vigilant enter- 
prising merchants, will soon draw money to a state, if it be 
any where to be found in the world. The same cause,..by 
multiplying the conveniencies of life, and encreasing industry, 
collects gi’eat riches into the hands of persons, who are not 
proprietors of land, and produces, by tha^ means, a lowness 
of interest. But though both these effects, plenty of money 
and low interest, naturally arise from commerce and in- 
dustry, they are altogether independent of each other. Eor 
suppose a nation removed into the Pacific ocean, without any 
foreign commerce, or any knowledge of navigation : Sup- 
pose, that this nation possesses always the same stock of 
coin, but is continually encreasing in its numbers and in- 
dustry : It is evident, that the price of every commodity 
must gradually diminish in that kingdom ; since it is the 
proportion between money and any species of goods, which 
fixes their mutual value ; and, upon the present supposition, 
the conveniencies of life become every day more abundant, 
without any alteration in the current specie. A less quantity 
of money, therefore, among this people, will make a rich 
man, during the times of industry, than would suffice to that 
pui^ose, in ignorant and slothful ages. Less money will 
build a house, portion a daughter, buy an estate, support a 
manufactory, or maintain a family and equipage. These are 
the uses for which men borrow money ; and therefore, the 
gi eater or less quantity of it in a state has no influence on 
the interest. But it is evident, that the gi’eater or less 
stock of labom’ and commodities must have a great influence; 
since we really and in effect borrow these, when we take 
money upon interest. It is true, when commerce is extended 
all over the globe, the most industrious nations always 
abound most with the precious metals : So that low interest 
and plenty of money are in fact almost inseparable. But 
still it is of consequence to know the pi'inciple whence any 
phenomenon arises, and to distinguish between a cause and 
a concomitant effect. Besides that the speculation is curious, 
it inay frequently be of use in the conduct of public affairs. 
At least, it must be owned, that nothing can be of more use 
than to improve, by practice, the method of reasonino* on 
these subjects, which of all others are the most important; 
though they are commonly treated in the loosest and most 
careless manner. 
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Another reason of this popular mistake with regard to the 
cause of low interest, seems to be the instance of some na- 
tions ; where, after a sudden acquisition of money or of the 
precious metals, by means of foreign conquest, the interest 
has fallen, not only among them, but in all the neighbouring 
states, as soon as #that money was dispersed, and had in- 
sinuated itself into every corner. Thus, interest in Spain’ 
fell near a half immediately after the discovery of the West 
Indies, as we are informed by Garoilasso de la Veua: 
And it has been ever since gradually sinking in every king- 
dom of Europe. Interest in Eome, after the conquest of 
Egypt, fell from 6 to 4ijper cent, as we learn from Dion.^ 

The causes of the sinking of interest, upon such an event, 
seem different in the conquering country and in the neigh- 
bouring states ; but in neither of them can we justly ascribe 
that effect merely to the encrease of gold and silver. 

In the conquering country, it is natural to imagine, that 
this new acquisition of money will fall into a few hands, and 
be gathered into large sums, which seek a secure revenue, 
either by the purchase of land or by interest 5 and con- 
sequently the same effect follows, for a little time, as if there 
had been a great accession of industry and commerce. The 
encrease of lenders above th^ borrowers sinks the interest ; 
and so much the faster, if those, who have acquired those 
large sums, find no industry or commerce in the state, and 
no method of employing their money but by lending it at 
interest. But after this new mass of gold and silver has 
been digested, and has circulated through the whole state, 
affairs will soon return to their former situation ; while the 
landlords and new money-holders, living idly, squander 
above their income ; and the former daily contract debt, and 
the latter encroach on their stock till its final extinction. 
The whole money may still be in the state, and make itself 
felt by the encrease of prices : But not being now collected 
into any large masses or stocks, the disproportion between 
^ the borrowers and lender? is the same as formerly, and con- 
sequently the high interest x^eturns. 

Accordingly we find, in Eome, that, so early as Tiberius’s 
time, interest had again mounted to 6 per cent,^ though no 
accident had happened to drain the empire of money. In 
Trajan’s time, money lent on mortgages in Italy, boi’e 

* Lib, 51, 21. * CoLUMiXLi., lib. 111. cap 3. 
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6 per cent^ ; oil common securities in Bithynia, 12 And 
if interest in Spaik has not risen to its old pitch ; this can 
he ascribed to nothing but the continuance of the same cause 
that sunk it^ to wit, the large fortunes continually made in 
the Indies, which come over to Spain from time to time, and 
supply the demand of the borrowers. By this accidental 
and extraneous cause, more money is to be lent in Spain, 
that is, more money is collected into large sums than would 
otherwise be found in a state, where there are so little com- 
merce and industry. 

As to the reduction of interest, which has followed in 
England, Fsanoe, and other kingdoms of Europe, that 
have no mines, it has been gradual ; and has not proceeded 
from the encrease of money, considered merely in itself ; but 
from that of industry, which is the natural effect of the 
former encrease, in that interval, before it raises the price of 
labour and provisions. For to return to the foregoing sup- 
position; if the industry of England had risen as much 
from other causes, (and that rise might easily have happened, 
though the stock of money had remained the same) must not 
all the same consequences have followed, which we observe 
at present? The same peojile would, in that case, be found 
in the kingdom, the same conimodities, the same industry, 
manufactures, and commerce ; and consequently the same 
merchants, witl^ the same stocks, that is, with the same 
command over labour and commodities, only rex^resented by 
a smaller number of white or yellow x)ieces ; which being a 
circumstance of no moment, would only affect the waggoner, 
j)orter, and trunk-maker. Luxury, therefore, manufactures, 
arts, industry, frugality, flourishing equally as at jjresent, it 
is evident, that interest must also have been as low ; since 
that is the necessary result of all these circumstances; so far 
as they determine the profits of commerce, and the jproxjor- 
tion between the borrowers and lenders in any state. 

Essay V. — Of the Balance of Trade. 

It is very usual, in nations ignorant of the nature of com- 
merce, to prohibit the exj)ortation of commodities, and to 
jireserve among themselves whatever they think valuable and 

^ Pluhi epist. lib. vii. ep. 18. 2 Id. lib. x. ep. G2. 
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useful. Tliey do not consider, that, in this prohibition, they 
act directly contrary to their intention 5 and that the more is 
exported of any commodity, the more will be raised at home, 
of which they themselves will always have the first offer. 

It is well known to the learned, that the ancient laws of 
Athens rendered IJie exportation of figs criminal ; that being 
supposed a species of fruit so excellent in Attica, that the 
Athenians deemed it too delicious for the palate of any 
foreigner. And in this ridiculous prohibition they were so 
much in earnest, that informers were thence called sycophants 
among them, from two Geeeh words, which, signify figs and 
discoverer.^ ^ There are proofs in many old acts of parliament 
of the same ignorance in the nature of commerce, particularly 
in the reign of Edwaed III. And to this day, in Fkanoe, 
the exportation of corn is almost always prohibited ; in order, 
as they say, to prevent famines ; though it is evident, that 
nothing contributes more to the frequent famines, which so 
much distress that fertile country. 

The same jealous fear, with regard to money, has also 
prevailed among several nations ; and it required both reason 
and experience to convince any people, that these prohibitions 
serve to no other purpose than to raise the exchange against 
them, and produce a still grearter exportation. 

These errors, one may say, are gross and palpable : But 
there still prevails, even in nations well acquainted with 
commerce, a strong jealousy with regard to the balance of 
trade, and a fear, that all their gold and silver may be leaving 
them. This seems to me, almost in every case, a groundless 
apprehension ; and I should as soon dread, that all our springs 
and rivers should be exhausted, as that money should abandon 
a kingdom where there are people and industry. Let us 
carefully preserve these latter advantages 5 and we need never 
be apprehensive of losing the former. 

It is easy to observe, that all calculations concerning the 
balance of trade are founded on very uncertain facts and 
• suppositions. The custolh-house books are allowed to be an 
insufficient ground of reasoning; nor is the rate of exchange 

^ Plxtt. Be Cimos2tate. dom, &c. 

2 [For this sentonco Editions H to M Edition N reads There are proofs 
read I have hoen told, that many old m many old acts of the Scotch parlia- 
acts of parliament show the same ignor- ment of the sumo ignorance in the 
ance in the nature of Commerce. And nature of commerce. And to this day, 
to this day, m a neighbouring king- in France, &c.] 
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mucli better ; unless we consider it with, all nations, and know 
also the proportions of the several sums remitted ; which one 
may safely pronounce impossible. Every man, who has ea?*er 
reasoned on this subject, has always proved his theory, what- 
ever it was, by facts and calculations, and by an enumeration 
of all the commodities sent to all foreign kingdoms. 

The writings of Mr. Gee struck the nation with an uni- 
versal panic, when they saw it plainly demonstrated, by a 
detail of particulars, that the balance was against them for 
so considerable a sum as must leave them without a single 
shilling in five or six years. But luckily, twenty years have 
since elapsed, with an expensive foreign war ; yet is it com- 
monly supposed, that money is still more plentiful among us 
than in any former joeriod. 

Nothing can be more entertaining on this head than Dr. 
Swift j an author^ so quick in discerning the mistakes and 
absurdities of others. He says, in his short vieio of the state 
of Irelanu, that the whole cash of that kingdom formerly 
amounted but to 600,000Z. ; that out of this the Irish remitted 
every year a neat million to England, and had scarcely any 
other source from which they could compensate themselves, 
and little other foreign trade than the importation of French 
wines, for which they paid remedy money. The consequence 
of this situation, which must be owned to be disadvantageous, 
was, that, in a epurse of three years, the current money of 
Ireland, from 500,000Z. was reduced to less than two. And 
at present, I suppose, in a course of 30 years it is absolutely 
nothing. Yet I know not how, that opinion of the advance 
of riches in Ireland, which gave the Doctor so much indig- 
nation, seems still to continue, and gain ground with every 
body. 

In short, this apprehension of the wrong balance of trade, 
appears of such a nature, that it discovers itself, wherever 
one is out of humour with the ministry, or is in low spirits ; 
and as it can never be refuted by a j)articular detail of all the 
exports, which counterbalance the^imports, it may here be ^ 
proper to form a general argument, that they may prove the 
impossibility of this event, as long as we preserve our jpeople 
and our industry. 

[Editions H and I read An author, silicon, prejudice, and passion than «aiiy 
who has more humour thau knowledge, ol these qualities ] 
more taste than judgment, and more 
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Suppose four-fifths of all the money in Great Britaiist 
to be annihilated in one night, and the nation reduced to the 
saij^e condition, with regard to specie, as in the reigns of the 
Harrys and Edwards, what would be the consequence? 
Must not the price of all labour and commodities sink in 
proportion, and evirything be sold as cheap as they were in 
those ages ? What nation could then dispute with us in any 
foreign market, or pretend to navigate or to sell manufactures 
at the same price, which to us would afford sufficient profit ? 
In how little time, therefore, must this bring back the money 
which we had lost, and raise us to the level of all the neigh- 
bouring nations ? Where, after we have arrived, we immedi- 
ately lose the advantage of the cheapness of labour and 
commodities ; and the farther flowing in of money is stopped 
by our fulness and repletion. 

Again, suppose, that all the money of Great Britaie* 
were multiplied fivefold in a night, must not the contrary 
effect follow ? Must not all labour and commodities rise to 
such an exorbitant height, that no neighbouring nations could 
afford to buy from us ; while their commodities, on the other 
hand, became comparatively so cheap, that, in spite of all the 
laws which could be formed, they would be run in upon us, 
and our money flow out ; till we fall to a level with foreigners, 
and lose that great superiority of riches, which had laid us 
under such disadvantages ? 

]Now, it is evident, that the same causes, which would 
correct these exorbitant inequalities, were they to happen 
miraculously, must prevent their happening in the common 
course of nature, and must for ever, in all neighbouring 
nations, preserve money nearly proportionable to the art and 
industry of each nation. All water, wherever it communicates, 
remains always at a level. Ask naturalists the reason 5 they 
tell you, that, were it to be raised in any one place, the superior 
gravity of that part not being balanced, must depress it, till 
it meet a counterpoise; and that the same cause, which 
• redresses the inequality wdien it happens, must for ever pre- 
vent it, without some violent external operation.^ 

^ There is anotlier cause, though turns against us, and this hecomes a 
more limited in its operation, which new encouragement to export , as much 
checks the wTong balance of trade, to as the charge of carnage and insurance 
every particular nation to which the of the money which becomes duo would 
kingdom trades. When w o import more amount to For the cxclninge can never 
goods than we export, the exchange rise but a little liiglior than that sum. 
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Can one imagine, that it had ever been possible, by any laws, 
or even by any art or industry, to have kept all the money 
in Spain, which the galleons have brought from the Indies ? 
Or that all commodities could be sold in France for a tenth 
of the price which they would ^deld on the other side of the 
PlBENEES, without finding their way thither, and draining 
from that immense treasure ? What other reason, indeed, 
is there, why all nations, at present, gain in their trade 
with Spain and Portugal; but because it is impossible to 
heap up money, more than any fluid, beyond its proper level? 
The sovereigns of these countries have shown, that they 
wanted not inclination to keep their gold and silver to them- 
stdves, had it been in any degree practicable. 

But as any body of water may be raised above the level 
of the surrounding element, if the former has no communica- 
tion with the latter ; so in money, if the communication be 
cut ofi*, by any material or physical impediment, (for all laws 
alone are ineffectual) there may, in such a case, be a very 
great inequality of money. Thus the immense distance of 
China, together with the monopolies of our India companies, 
obstructing the communication, preserve in Europe the gold 
and silver, especially the latter, in much greater plenty than 
they are found in that kingdom. But, notwithstanding this 
great obstruction, the force of the causes abovementioned is 
still evident. The skill and ingenuity of Europe in general 
surpasses perhaps that of China, with regard to manual arts 
and manufactures; jet are we never able to trade thither 
without great disadvantage. And were it not for the con- 
tinual recruits, which wo receive from America, money would 
soon sink in Europe, and rise in China, till it came nearly to 
a level in both places. ISTor can any reasonable inan doubt, 
but that industrious nation, were they as near us as Poland 
or Barbart, would di'ain ns of the overplus of our specie, 
and draw to themselves a larger share of the West Indian 
treasui'es. We need not have recoiu'se to a physical attraction, 
in order to explain the necessity of this operation. Thex'e is * 
a moral attraction, arising from the interests and passions of 
men, which is full as i^otent and infallible. 

How is the balance kept in the provinces of every kingdom 
among themselves, but bj” the force of this principle, which 
makes it impossible for money to lose its level, and either to 
rise or sink beyond the jiroportion of the labour and com- 
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modities wticli are in each province ? Did not long experi- 
*ence make people easy on tliis kead, wkat a fund of gloomy 
reflections migkt calculations afford to a melancholy Youk- 
SHiEEMAisr, while he computed and magnified the sums drawn 
to LoiirnoH by taxes, absentees, commodities, and found on 
comparison the opjjosite articles so much inferior ? And no 
doubt, had the Heptarchy subsisted in Enolajstd, the legisla- 
ture of each state had been continually alarmed by the fear 
of a wrong balance ; and as it is probable that the mutual 
hatred of these states would have been extremely violent on 
account of their close neighbourhood, they would have loaded 
and oppressed all commerce, by a jealous and superfluous 
caution. Since the union has removed the barriers between 
SooTLAiTD and England, which of these nations gains from 
the other by this free commerce ? Or if the former kingdom 
has received any encrease of riches, can it reasonably be 
accounted for by any thing but the encrease of its art and 
industry? It was a common apprehension in England, 
before the union, as we leaim from L’Abbe dtj Bos,' that 
Scotland would soon drain them of their treasure, were an 
open trade allowed ; and on the other side the Tweed a con- 
trary apprehension prevailed: With what justice in both, 
time has shown. • 

What happens in small portions of mankind, must take 
plsbce in greater. The provinces of the Eoman empire, no 
doubt, kept their balance with each other, and with Italy, 
independent of the legislature; as much as the several 
counties of Great Britain, or the several parishes of each 
county. And any man who travels over Europe at this day, 
may see, by the prices of commodities, that money, in spite 
of the absurd jealousy of princes and slates, has brought 
itself nearly to a level ; and that the difference between one 
kingdom and another is not gTeater in this respect, than ib 
is often between different provinces of the same kingdom. 
Men naturally flock to capital cities, sea-ports, and navigable 
• rivers. There we find m<pre men, more industry, more com- 
modities, and consequently more money ; but still the latter 
difference holds proportion with the former, and the level is 
preserved 

^ Les interets ^ Angleteree maU speak of Iho level of money, I mean 
e7itcndus always its proportional level to the coin- 

It must carefully l»e remarked, that modities, laboxu', industry, and skill, 
throughout this discourse, whereyor I which is in the several states. And I 
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Our jealousy and our hatred of Feanob are without 
hounds; and the former sentiment, at least, must he ac- 
knowledged reasonahle and well-grounded. These passions 
have occasioned innumerahle harriers and obstructions upon 
commerce, where we are accused of being commonly the 
aggressors. But what have we gained by the bargain? We 
lost the Feenoh market for our woollen manufactures, and 
transferred the commerce of wine to Spain and Poetug-al, 
where we buy worse liquor at a higher price. There are few 
Englishmen who would not think their country absolutely 
ruined, were Feenoh wines sold in England so cheap and 
in such abundance as to supplant, in some measure, all ale, 
and home-brewed liquors : But would we lay aside preju- 
dice, it would not be difficult to prove, that nothing could be 
more innocent, perhaps advantageous. Each new acre of 
vineyard planted in Feanoe, in order to supply England 
with wine, would make it requisite for the Feenoh to take 
the produce of an English acre, sown in wheat or barley, in 
order to subsist themselves ; and it is evident, that we should 
thereby get command of the better commodity. 

There are many edicts of the Feenoh king, prohibiting 
the planting of new vineyards, and ordering all those which 
are lately planted to be grubbed up : So sensible arc they, in 
that country, of the superior value of corn, above every other 
product. 

Mareschal Vauban complains often, and with reason, of 
the absurd duties which load the entiy of those wines of 
Languedoc, Guienne, and other southern provinces, that 
are imported into Beitanny and ISTormandt. He enter- 
tained no doubt but these latter provinces could preserve 
their balance, notwithstanding the open commerce which he 
recommends. And it is evident, that a few leagues more 
navigation to England would make no difference; or if it 
did, that it must operate alike on the commodities of both 
kingdoms. 


assert, that -where those adyantap^es arc 
double, triple, quadruple, to -what they 
are m the neighbouimg states, the 
money infallibly will also be double, 
triple, quadiuple The only circuni- 
sLince that can obstruct the exactnp««s 
of these proportions, is the expense of 
transporting the commodities fiom one 
place to another , and this expense is 
sometimes unequal. Thus the corn, 


cattle, cheese, butter, of Derbyshire, 
cannot draw the money of London, so 
much as the manufactures of London 
draw the money of Derbyshtee But 
this objection is only a seeming one 
For so far as the tr<an&port of commodi- 
ties IS expensive, so iar is the communi- 
cation between the places obstructed 
and imperfect. 
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There is indeed one expedient by which it is possible to 
sink, and another by which we may raise money beyond its 
natural level in any kingdom; but these cases, when ex- 
amined, will be found to I'esolve into our general theory, and 
to bring additional authority to it. 

I scarcely know Snj method of sinking money below its 
level, but those institutions of banks, funds, and paper- 
credit, ^ which are so much practised in this kingdom. These 
render paj^er equivalent to money, circulate it throughout 
the whole state, make it supply the place of gold and silver, 
raise proportionably the price of labour and commodities, 
and by that means either banish a great part of those pre- 
cious metals, or prevent their farther encrease. What can 
be more short-sighted than our reasonings on this head? 
We fancy, because an individual would be much richer, were 
his stock of money doubled, that the same good effect would 
follow were the money of every one encreased; not con- 
sidering, that this woiild raise as much the price of every 
commodity, and reduce every man, in time, to the same con- 
dition as before. It is only in our j)ublic negociations and 
transactions with foreigners, that a greater stock of money 
is advantageous ; and as our paper is there absolutely in- 
significant, we feel, by its means, all the ill effects arising 
from a great abundance of money, without reaping any of 
the advantages 

Suppose that there are 12 millions of paper, which circu- 
late in the kingdom as money, (for we are not to imagine, 
that all our enormous funds are employed in that shape) and 
suppose the real cash of the kingdom to be 18 millions : 
Here is a state which is found by experience to be able to 
hold a stock of 30 millions. I say, if it be able to hold it, 
it must of necessity have acqufred it in gold and silver, had 
we not obstructed the entrance of these metals by this new 
invention of j^aper. Whence wo'iild it have acqxiired that sum ? 
From all the kingdoms of tj^e world. Bat why ? Because, if 
3^011 remove these 12 millions, money in this state is below 
its level, compared with our neighbours ; and we must im- 

* [Editions n to N redd With rise of the prices. A good effect of this 
which we are lu this kingdom so much nature may follow too fiom papcr- 
infatu-itod ] credit , hut it is dangeious to pieupi- 

^ Wo observed in Essay HI. that tato matters, at the iisk of losing all 
money, when encrcasing, gives encou- hy the failing of that credit, as must 
ragement to industry, duimg the inter- happen upon any violent shock in puh- 
val between the encrense nf rmmpv nn/l iir» 
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mediately draw from all of them, till we be fiiU and saturate, 
so to speak, and can hold no more. By our present politics, 
we are as careful to stuff the nation with this fine commodity 
of bank-bills and chequer-notes, as if we were afraid of 
being overburthened with the precious metals. 

It is not to be doubted, but the great^lenty of bullion in 
France is, in a great measure, owing to the want of paper- 
credit. The French have no banks : Merchants biUs do not 
there circulate as with us ; TTsmy or lending on interest is 
not directly permitted ; so that many have large sums in 
their coffers : Great quantities of plate are used in private 
houses ; and aU the churches are full of it. By this means, 
provisions and labour still remain cheaper among them, than 
in nations that are not half so rich in gold and silver. The 
advantages of this situation, in point of trade as well as in 
great public emergencies, are too evident to be disputed. 

The same fashion a few years ago prevailed in Genoa, 
which still has place in Bnoland and Holland, of using 
services of CniNA-ware instead of plate; but the senate, 
foreseeing the consequence, imohibited the use of that brittle 
commodity beyond a certain extent ; while the use of silver- 
plate was left unlimited. And I suppose, in their late dis- 
ti’esses, they felt the good effiSct of this ordinance. Our tax 
on plate is, perhaps, in this view, somewhat impolitic. 

Before the inti'oduction of paper-money into our colonies, 
they had gold and silver sufficient for their circulation. 
Since the introduction of that commodity, the least incon- 
veniency that has followed is the total banishment of the 
precious metals. And after the abolition of paper, can it be 
doubted but money will return, while these colonies possess 
manufactures and commodities, the only thing valuable in 
commerce, and for whose sake alone all men desire money. 

What pity Ltourotts did not think of paper-credit, when 
ho wanted to banish gold and silver from Sparta * It would 
have served his purpose better than the lumps of iron he 
made use of as money ; and would also have prevented morS 
effectually all commerce with strangers, as being of so much 
less real and intrinsic value. 

^ It must, however, be confessed, that, as all these questions 
of trade and money are extremely complicated, there are 
certain lights, in which this subject may be placed, so as to 

' [Thus paragraph does not occur in Elitiong H to N.] 
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represent tlie advantages of paper-credit and banks to be 
superior to their disadvantages. That they banish specie 
and bullion from a state is undoubtedly true ; and whoever 
looks no farther than this circumstance does well to condemn 
them; but specie and bullion are not of so great con- 
sequence as not to <idmit of a compensation, and even an 
overbalance from the encrease of industry and of credit, 
which may be promoted by the right use of paper-money. 
It is well known of what advantage it is to a merchant to 
be able to discount his bills upon occasion ; and every thing 
that facilitates this species of traffic is favourable to the 
general commerce of a state. But private bankers are 
enabled to give such credit by the credit they receive from 
the depositing of money in their shops ; and the bank of 
Englani) in the same manner, from the liberty it has to 
issue its notes in all payments. There was an invention 
of this kind, which was fallen upon some years ago by the 
banks of Edikbuegh ; and which, as it is one of the most 
ingenious ideas that has been executed in commerce, has 
also been thought advantageous to Scotland, It is there 
called a Bank-Credit ; and is of this nature. A man goes 
to the bank and finds surety to the amount, we shall sup- 
pose, of a thousand pounds. This money, or any part of 
it, he has the liberty of di^awing out whenever he pleases, 
and he pays only the ordinary interest for it^ while it is in 
his hands. He may, when he pleases, repay any sum so 
small as twenty pounds, and the interest is discounted from 
the very day of the repayment. The advantages, resulting 
from this contrivance, are manifold. As a man may find 
surety nearly to the amount of his substance, and his bank- 
credit is equivalent to ready money, a merchant does hereby 
in a manner coin his houses, his household furniture, the 
goods in his warehouse, the foreign debts due to him, his 
ships at sea ; and can, upon occasion, employ them in all 
payments, as if they were the current money of the country. 
If a man borrow a thousand pounds from a private hand, 
besides that it is not always to be found when requii'ed, he pays 
interest for it, whether he be using ib or not ; His bank-credit 
costs him nothing except during the very moment in which it 
is of service to him : And this circumstance is of equal ad- 
vantage as if he had borrowed money at much lower interest. 
Merchants, likewise from this invention, acquire a great 
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facility in supporting each other^s credit, which is a con- 
siderable security against bankruptcies. A man, when his 
own bank-credit is exhausted, goes to any of his neighbours 
who is not in the same condition ; and he gets the money, 
which he replaces at his convenience. 

^ After this practice had taken place Airing some years at 
Edustbuegh, several companies of merchants at Glasgow 
carried the matter farther. They associated themselves into 
different banks, and issued notes so low as ten shillings, 
which they used in aU payments for goods, manufactoes, 
tradesmen’s labour of all kinds ; and these notes, from the 
established credit of the comjianies, passed as money in all 
payments throughout the country. By this means, a stock 
of five thousand pounds was able to perform the same opera- 
tions as if it were six or seven ; and merchants were thereby 
enabled to trade to a greater extent, and to require less 
jirofit in all their transactions. But whatever other advan- 
tages result from these inventions, it must still be allowed 
that, besides giving too great facility to credit, which is dan- 
gerous, they banish the iirecious metals : and nothing can be 
a more evident proof of it, than a comparison of the past and 
present condition of Scotland in that particular. It was 
found, upon the recoinage made after the union, that there 
was near a million of specie in that country : But notwith- 
standing the great encrease of riches, commerce and manu- 
factures of all kinds, it is thought, that, even where there 
is no extraordinary drain made by England, the current 
specie will not now amount to a third of that sum. 

^ But as our projects of paper-credit are almost the only 
expedient, by which we can sink money below its level ; 
so, in my opinion, the only expedient, by which we can 
raise money above it, is a practice which we should all 
exclaim against as destructive, namely, the gathering of 
large sums into a public treasure, locking them up, and 
absolutely preventing their circulation. The fluid, not 
communicating with the neighbouring element, may, by 
such an artifice, be raised to what height we please. To 
prove this, we need only return to our first supposition, of 
annihilating the half or any part of our cash 5 where we 

' [This paragraph does not occur in our darling projects of paper-credit 
Editions H to N.] are pernicious, being almost, &c ] 
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found, that the immediate consequence of snch an event 
would he the attraction of an equal sum from all the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. Nor does there seem to he any neces- 
sary hounds set, hy the nature of things, to this practice of 
hoarding. A small city, like GEiiTEVA, continuing this 
policy for ages, mi§^t engross nine tenths of the money of 
Europe. There seems, indeed, in the nature of man, an 
invincible obstacle to that immense growth of riches. A 
weak state, with an enormous treasure, will soon become a 
prey to some of its poorer, but more powerful neighbours. A 
great state would dissipate its wealth in dangerous and ill- 
concerted projects ; and probably destroy, with it, what is 
much more valuable, the industry, morals, and numbers of 
its people. The fluid, in this case, raised to too great a 
height, bursts and destroys the vessel that contains it; and 
mixing itself with the surrounding element, soon falls to its 
proper level. 

So little are we commonly acquainted with this principle, 
that, though all historians agree in relating uniformly so 
recent an event, as the immense treasure amassed by Harry 
VII. (which they make amount to ' 2,700,000 pounds,) we 
rather reject their concurring testimony, than admit of a 
fact, which agrees so ill with our inveterate prejudices. It 
is indeed probable, that this sum might be three-fourths of 
all the money in Enoland. But where is the dijficulty in 
conceiving, that such a sum might be amassed in twenty 
years, by a cunning, rapacious, frugal, and almost absolute 
monarch ? Nor is it probable, that the diminution of circu- 
lating money was ever sensibly felt by the people, or ever did 
them any prejudice. The sinking of the prices of all com- 
modities would immediately replace it, by giving ENOLAivn 
the advantage in its commerce with the neighbouring king- 
doms. 

Have we not an instance in the small republic of Athens 
with its allies, who, in about fifty years, between the Median 
and Peloponnesian wars, Amassed sum not much inferior 
to that of Harry VII. ? For all the Greek historians® and 
orators'* agree, that the Athenians collected in the citadel 

' [Editions H to P read 1,700,000 "] ® Thttctdides, lib. ii 18 and Diod. 

2 [Editions H to P read . A sum Sic lib. xii 40. 
greater than that of Hariy VII (There •* JEscuinis (p. 688) cJJ Demo s- 

were about eight ounces of silver in a, THE 2 i[is Epif>L 
pound sterling in Harry VII.’b time.] 
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more than 10,000 talents, which, they afterwards dissipated 
in their own min, in rash and imjDrudent enterprises. But 
when this money was set a mnning, and began to communi- 
cate with the surrounding fluid ; what was the consequence? 
Did it remain in the state ? No. For we find, by the memo- 
rable census mentioned by Demosthe»es' and Polybius^, 
that, in about fifty years afterwards, the whole value of the 
republic, comprehending lands, houses, commodities, slaves, 
and money, was loss than 6,000 talents. 

What an ambitious high-spirited people was this, to collect 
and keep in their treasury, with a view to conquests, a sum, 
which it was every day in the power of the citizens, by a 
single vote, to distribute among themselves, and which would 
have gone near to triple the riches of every individual ! For 
•we must observe, that the numbers and private riches of 
the Athenians are said, by ancient writers, to have been 
no greater at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, than 
at the beginning of the Macedonian. 

Money was little more plentiful in Gheece during the age 
of Philip and Perseus, than in England during that of 
Harry VII. : Tet these two monarchs in thirty years ® col- 
lected from the small kingdom of Maoedon, a larger treasure 
than that of the Engliset monarch. Paulus JEmilius 
brought to Eome about 1,700,000 pounds Sterling,* ** ^ Pliny 
says, 2,400,000.® And that was but a part of the Macedonian 
treasure. The rest was dissipated by the resistance and flight 
of Perseus.® 

We may learn from Stanian, that the canton of Berne 
had 300,000 pounds lent at interest, and had above six times 
as much in their treasury. Here then is a sum hoarded of 
1,800,000 pounds Sterling^ which is at least quadraple what 
should naturally circulate in such a petty state ; and yet no 
one, who travels in the Pais de Vaux, or any pai^t of that 
canton, obseives any want of money more than could be 
sujiposed ill a country of that extent, soil, and situation. On 
the contrary, there are scarce aiiy inland provinces in the 
continent of France or Germany, where the inhabitants 
are at this time so opulent, though that canton has vastly 

* V!:x P\TET?c, lib i cap. 9. 

® Ijin \xxin cap. 3. 

** Tin Litii, ihifl . 


^ n€pl 'Sivp.f.Lopias, 183 

- Lib 11 cap ()i 
® Titi Liyii, lib xlv cap 40 
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encreased its treasiire since 1714, the time when Stanian 
wrote his judicious account of Switzerlakd.^ 

TJhe account given by Appian^ of the treasure of the 
Ptolemies, is so prodigious, that one cannot admit of it ; 
and so much the less, because the historian says, that the 
other successors o^ Alexander were also frugal, and had 
many of them treasures not much inferior. For this saving 
humour of the neighbouring princes must necessarily have 
chocked the frugality of the EarPTiAN monarchs, according 
to the foregoing theory. The sum he mentions is 740,000 
talents, or 191,166,666 pounds 13 shillings and 4 pence, 
according to Dr. Arbuthnot’s computation. Andyet Appian 
says, that he extracted his account from the public records ; 
and he was himself a native of Alexandria. 

From these j)rincij)les we may learn what judgment we 
ought to form of those numberless bars, obstructions, and 
imposts, which all nations of Europe, and none more than 
England, have put upon trade ; from an exorbitant deshe 
of amassing money, which never will heap up beyond its 
level, while it circulates ; or from an ill-grounded apprehen- 
sion of losing their specie, which never will sink below it. 
Could any thing scatter our riches, it would be such impolitic 
contrivances. But this geneiral ill effect, howevoi', results 
from them, that they deprive neighbouring nations of that 
free communication and exchange which the Author of the 
world has intended, by giving them soils? climates, and 
geniuses, so different from each other. 

Our modern politics embrace the only method of banishing 
money, the using of paper-ci’edit; they reject the only method 
of amassing it, the jpi’^ctice of hoarding ; and they adoj>t a 
hundred contrivances, which serve to no purpose but to 
check industry, and rob ourselves and our neighbours of the 
common benefits of art and nature. 

All taxes, however, upon foreign commodities, are not to 
be regarded as prejudicial or useless, but those only which 
are founded on the jealousy above-mentioned. A tax on 
German linen encourages home manufactures, and thereby 


' The poverty winch Stanian speaks the people are not poorer than in tlio 
of IS onl> to he ^ecn in the most nionn- thocese of Su.Tsnniiou on the ore hand, 
taiiioiib (‘<intoii&, vlioio theie is no com- or 8avo\ on the otlici. 
modity to bring money. And even tlieie ^ Vtoem. 10. 
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multiplies our people and industry. A tax on brandy en- 
creases tlie sale of rum, and supports our southern colonies. 
And as it is necessary, that imposts should be levied, for the 
support of government, it may be thought more convenient 
to lay them on foreign commodities, which can easily be 
intercepted at the port, and subjected to the impost. We 
ought, however, always to remember the maxim of Dr. Swift, 
That, in the arithmetic of the customs, two and two make 
not four, but often make only one. It can scarcely be doubted, 
but if the duties on wine were lowered to a third, they would 
yield much more to the government than at present ; Our 
people might thereby afford to drink commonly a better and 
more wholesome liquor ; and no prejudice would ensue to the 
balance of trade, of which we are so jealous. The manufac- 
ture of ale beyond the agricultm'e is but inconsiderable, and 
gives employment to few hands. The transport of wine 
and com would not be much inferior. 

But are there not frequent instances, you will say, of states 
and kingdoms, which were formerly rich and opulent, and 
are now poor and beggarly ? Has not the money left them, 
with which they formeidy abormded ? I answer, If they lose 
their trade, industry, and people, they cannot expect to 
keep their gold and silver : For these precious metals will 
hold proportion to the former advantages. When Lisbon" 
and Amsteedam got the East-India trade from Venice and 
Genoa, they also got the profits and money which arose from 
it. Where the seat of government is transferred, where 
exj)ensive armies are maintained at a distance, where great 
funds are possessed by foreigners ; there naturally follows 
from these causes a diminution of the specie. But these, we 
may observe, are violent and forcible methods of canying 
away money, and are in time commonly attended with the 
transport of people and industry. But where these remain, 
and the drain is not continued, the money always finds its 
way back again, by a hundred canals, of which we have no 
notion or suspicion. What imnvense treasures have been 
spent, by so many nations, in Flandees, since the revolution, 
in the course of three long wars ^ More money perhaps 
than the half of what is at present in Eueope. But what 
has now become of it ? Is it in the narrow compass of the 
Austeian provinces? No, surely : It has most of it returned 
to the several countries whence it came, and has followed 
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that art and industry, by which at first it was acquired. 
* For above a thousand years, the money of Europe has been 
flawing to Eome, by an open and sensible current ; but it has 
been emptied by many secret and insensible canals : And the 
want of industry and commerce renders at present the papal 
dominions the poqfest territory in all Italy. 

In short, a government has great reason to preserve with 
care its people and its manufactures. Its money, it may 
safely trust to the course of human affairs, without fear or 
jealousy. Or if it ever give attention to this latter circum- 
stance, it ought only to be so far as it affects the former. 


^ Essay VI . — Of the Jealousy of Trade, 

Having endeavoured to remove one species of ill-founded 
jealousy, which is so prevalent among commercial nations, it 
may not be amiss to mention another, which seems equally 
groundless. Nothing is more usual, among states which 
have made some advances in commerce, than to look on the 
progress of their neighbours with a suspicious eye, to consider 
all trading states as their rivals, and to suppose that it is 
impossible for any of them to flourish, but at their expence. 
In opposition to this narrow and malignant opinion, I will 
venture to assert, that the encrease of riches and commerce 
in any one nation, instead of hurting, commonly promotes 
the riches and commerce of all its neighbours i and that a 
state can scarcely carry its trade and industry very far, where 
all the surrounding states are bimied in ignorance, sloth, and 
barbarism. 

It is obvious, that the domestic industry of a people can- 
not be hurt by the greatest prosperity of their neighbours ; 
and as this branch of commerce is undoubtedly the most im- 
portant in any extensive kingdom, we are so far removed 
from all reason of jealousy. But I go farther, and observe, 
that where an open communication is preserved among 
nations, it is impossible l^ut the domestic industry of every 
one must receive an encrease from the improvements of the 
others. Compare the situation of Great Beitaiit at present, 
with what it was two centuries ago. All the arts both of 
agriculture and manufactures were then extremely rude and 

^ [This scntenco is not in Editions H ® [This Essay first appeared in Edi- 
and I.] tion M. See p. 72 ] 



346 


ESSAY VI. 


imperfect. Every improvement, wliicli we have since made, 
has arisen from onr imitation of foreigners ; and we ought 
so far to esteem it happy, that they had previously m^e 
advances in arts and ingenuity. But this intercourse is still 
upheld to our great advantage ; Notwithstanding the ad- 
vanced state of our manufactures, we da^ly adopt, in every 
art, the inventions and improvements of our neighbours. The 
commodity is first imported from abroad, to our great dis- 
content, while we imagine that it drains us of our money : 
Afterwards, the ai*t itself is gradually imported, to our visible 
advantage : Yet we continue still to repine, that our neigh- 
bours should possess any art, industry, and invention; 
forgetting that, had they not first instructed us, we should 
have been afc present barbarians ; and did they not still con- 
tinue their instructions, the arts must fall into a state of 
languor, and lose that emulation and novelty, which con- 
tribute so much to their advancement. 

The encrease of domestic industry lays the foundation of 
foreign commerce. Where a great number of commodities 
are raised and perfected for the home-market, there will 
always be found some which can be exported with advantage. 
But if our neighbours have no art or cultivation, they cannot 
take them ; because they will have nothing to give in ex- 
change. In this respect, states are in the same condition as 
individuals. A §ingle man can scarcely be industrious, where 
all his fellow-citizens are idle. The riches of the several 
members of a community contribute to encrease my riches, 
whatever profession I may follow. They consume the pro- 
duce of my industry, and afford me the produce of theirs in 
return. 

Nor needs any state entertain apprehensions, that their 
neighbours will improve to such a degree in every art and 
manufacture, as to have no demand from them. Nature, by 
giving a diversity of geniuses, climates, and soils, to different 
nations, has secured their mutual intercourse and commerce, 
as long as they all remain industri?)us and civilized. Nay, * 
the more the arts encrease in any state, the more will be its 
demands from its industrious neighbours. The inhabitants, 
having become opulent and skilful, desire to have every com- 
modity in the utmost peifection ; and as they have plenty of 
commodities to give in exchange, they make large importa- 
tions from every foreign country. The industry of the nations, 
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from whom they import^ receives encouragement ; Their own 
is also enereased, hy the sale of the commodities which they 
g-tve in exchange. 

But what if a nation has any staple commodity^ such as 
the woollen manufacture is in Enoland ? Must not the in- 
terfering of our p^iighbours in that manufacture be a loss to 
us ? I answer, that, when any commodity is denominated the 
staple of a kingdom, it is su^^posed that this kingdom has 
some j>eculiar and natural advantages for raising the com- 
modity ; and if, notwithstanding these advantages, they lose 
such a manufacture, they ought to blame their own idleness, 
or bad government, not the industry of their neighbours. 
It ought also to be considered, that, by the encrease of in- 
dustry among the neighbouring nations, the consumption of 
every particular species of commodity is also encrease J ; and 
though foreign manufactures interfere with them in the 
market, the demand for their product may still continue, or 
even encrease. And should it diminish, ought the con- 
sequence to be esteemed so fatal ? If the spirit of industry 
be preserved, it may easily be diverted from one branch to 
another ; and the manufacturers of wool, for instance, be 
employed in linen, silk, iron, or any other commodities, for 
which there appears to be a* demand. We need not appre- 
hend, that all the objects of industry will be exhausted, or 
that our manufacturers, while they remain on an equal 
footing with those of our neighbours, will be in danger of 
wanting employment. The emulation among rival nations 
serves rather to keep industry alive in aU of them ; And any 
people is happier who possess a variety of manufactures, than 
if they enjoyed one single great manufacture, in which they 
are all employed. Their situation is less precarious; and 
they will feel less sensibly those revolutions and uncertainties, 
to which every particular branch of commerce will always be 
exposed. 

The only commercial state, that ought to dread the im- 
provements and industi'y of their neighbours, is such a one as 
the Dutch, who enjoying no extent of land, nor possessing any 
number of native commodities, flourish only by their being 
the brokers, and factors, and carriers of others. Such a 
people may naturally apprehend, that, as soon as the neigh- 
bouring states come to know and pursue their interest, they 
will take into their own hands the management of their 
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affairs, and deprive tlieir brokers of tliat profit, -wbicli tbey 
formerly reaped from it. But though this consequence may 
naturally be dreaded, it is very long before it takes place ; and 
by art and industry it may be warded off for many genera- 
tions, if not wholly eluded. The advantage of superior 
stocks and correspondence is so great, tjuat it is not easily 
overcome ; and as all the transactions encrease by the en- 
crease of industry in the neighbouring states, even a people 
whose commerce stands on this precarious basis, may at first 
reap a considerable profit from the flourishing condition of 
their neighbours. The Dutch, having mortgaged all their 
revenues, make not such a figure in jpolitical transactions as 
formerly ; but their commerce is surely equal to what it was 
in the middle of the last century, when they were reckoned 
among the great powers of Eueope. 

Were our narrow and malignant politics to meet with suc- 
cess, we should reduce all our neighbouring nations to the 
same state of sloth and ignorance that prevails in Morocco 
and the coast of Baebary. But what would be the con- 
sequence ? They could send us no commodities : They could 
take none from us : Our domestic commerce itself would lan- 
guish for want of emulation, example and instruction : And we 
ourselves should soon fall into the same abject condition, to 
which we had reduced them. I shall therefore venture to 
acknowledge, that, not only as a man, but as a British subject, 
I in'ay for the flourishing commerce of Germany, Spain, Italy, 
and even France itself. I am at least certain, that Great 
Britain, and all those nations, would flourish more, did 
their sovereigns and ministers adopt such enlarged and 
benevolent sentiments towai’ds each other. 


Essay VII. ‘—Of the Balance of Power, 

It is a question whether the idea of the balance of power 
be owing entirely to modern policj^ or whether the jphrase 
only has been invented in these later ages ? It is certain, 
that Xenophon, ^ in his Institution of Cyrus, represents the 
combination of the Asiatic powers to have arisen from a 
jealousy of the encreasing force of the Medes and Persians ; 
and though that elegant composition should be supposed 

* Lib. i. 5, 3, 
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altogetlier a romance, tliis sentiment, ascribed by tlie antlior 
to tlie eastern princes, is at least a proof of the prevailing 
notion of ancient times. 

In all the politics of Greece, the anxiety, with regard to 
the balance of power, is apparent, and is expressly pointed 
out to us, even V the ancient historians. Thucydides ^ 
represents the league, which was formed against Athens, 
and which produced the Peloponnesian war, as entirely 
owing to this principle. And after the decline of Athens, 
when the Thebans and Lacedemonians disputed for sove- 
reignty, we find, that the Athenians (as well as many other 
republics) always threw themselves into the lighter scale, 
and endeavoured to preserve the balance. They supported 
Thebes against Sparta, till the great victory gained by 
Epaminondas at Leuctra; after which they immediately 
went over to the conquered, from generosity, as they pre- 
tended, but in reality from their jealousy of the conquerors.^ 

Whoever will read Demosthenes’s oration for the Meg- 
ALOPOLITANS, may see the utmost refinements on this princi- 
ple, that ever entered into the head of a Venetian or Eng- 
lish speculatist. And upon the first rise of the AIace- 
DONIAN power, this orator immediately discovered the danger, 
sounded the alarm throughout all Greece, and at last as- 
sembled that confederacy under the banners of Athens, 
which fought the great and decisive battle of Chaeronea. 

It is true, the Grecian wars are regarded* by historians as 
wars of emulation rather than of politics ; and each state 
seems to have had more in view the honour of leading the rest, 
than any well-grounded hopes of authority and dominion. 
If we consider, indeed, the small number of inhabitants 
in any one republic, compared to the whole, the great dififi- 
culty of forming sieges in those times, and the extraordinary 
bravery and discipline of every freeman among that noble 
people ; we shall conclude, that the balance of power was, 
of itself, sufficiently secured in Greece, and needed not to 
• have been guarded with IBiat caution which may be requisite 
in other ages. But whether we ascribe the shifting of sides 
in all the Grecian republics to jealous emulation or cautious 
politics, the effects were alike, and every prevailing power 
was sure to meet with a confedeiacy against it, and that 
often composed of its former friends and allies. 

‘ Lib. i, 23 ® Xenoph. Hitsl Gpaec lib yi. and vii. 
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The same principle, call it enyy or prudence, which pro- 
duced the Ostracism of Atheits, and Petalism of Syracuse, 
and expelled every citizen whose fame or power overtopped 
the rest; the same principle, I say, naturally discovered 
itself in foreign polities, and soon raised enemies to the 
leading state, however moderate in the ^ercise of its at- 
thority. 

The Persian monarch was really, in his force, a petty 
prince, compared to the Greoian republics ; and therefore 
it behoved him, from views of safety more than from emu- 
lation, to interest himself in their quarrels, and to support 
the weaker side in every contest. This was the advice 
given by Aloibiades to Tissaphernes,' and it prolonged 
near a century the date of the Persian empire ; till the 
neglect of it for a moment, after the first appearance of the 
aspiring genius of Philip, brought that lofty and frail 
edifice to the ground, with a rapidity of which there arc few 
instances in the history of mankind. 

The successors of Alexander showed great jealousy of 
the balance of power ; a jealousy founded on true pohtics 
and prudence, and which preserved distinct for several ages 
the partition made after the death of that famous conqueror. 
The fortune and ambition of Antigonus ^ threatened them 
anew with a universal monarchy '’ ; but their combination and 
their victory at Ipsus saved them. And in subsequent times, 
we find, that, as the Eastern xninces considered the Greeks 
and Macedonians as the only real military force, with whom 
they had any intercourse, they kej)t always a watchful eye 
over that part of the world. The Ptolemies, in paHicular, 
supported first Aratus and the Achaeans, and then Cleo- 
MENES king of Sparta, from no other view than as a counter- 
balance to the Macedonian monarchs. Por this is the ac- 
count which Polybius gives of the Egyptian politics.^ 

The reason, why it is supposed, that the ancients were 
entirely ignorant of the balance of seems to be 

drawn from the Eoman history iSore than the Grecian ; 
and as the transactions of the former are generally more 
familiar to us, we have thence formed all our conclusions. 
It must be owned, that the Eomans never met with any such 
general combination or confederacy against them, as might 
naturally have been expected from the rapid conquests and 

^ Thuctd, lib. viii 46. - Diod, Sic lib, xx. 106 ^ Lib, li cap 51. 
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declared ambition; but were allowed peaceably to subdue tbeir 
neighbours, one after another, till they extended their dominion 
over the whole known world. Not to mention the fabulous 
history of their ^ Italic wars ; there was, upon HANiiriBAL’s 
invasion of the Eoman" state, a remarkable crisis, wLich 
ought to have called up the attention of all civilized nations. 
It appeared afterwards (nor was it dijB&cult to be observed 
at the time) ^ that this was a contest for universal empire ; 
yet no prince or state seems to have been the least alarmed 
about the event or issue of the quarrel. Philip of 
Maoedoh remained neuter, till he saw the victories of Han- 
nibal ; and then most imprudently formed an alliance with 
the conqueror, upon terms still more imprudent. He stipu- 
lated, that he was to assist the CAHTHAaiNiAN state in their 
conquest of Italy ; after which they engaged to send over 
forces into Geeeob, to assist him in subduing the Grecian 
commonwealths.^ 

The Ehobian and Achaean republics are much celebrated 
by ancient historians for their wisdom and sound policy ; 
yet both of them assisted the Eomans in their wars against 
Philip and Antioohhs. And what may be esteemed still a 


* [Editions H and L add as a note <» 
There have strong suspicions, of late, 
arisen among critics, and, in my opinion, 
not without reason, concorniug the first 
ages of the Roman history , as if they 
were almost entirely fabulous, ’till after 
I lie sacking of tho city hy the Gaui s , 
and were even doubtful for some lime 
afterwards, ’till the Greeks began to 
give attention to Roman affairs, and 
commit them to writing This scepti- 
cism, however, seems to me, scarcely 
defensible in its full extent, with regard 
to the domestic history of Rome, which 
has some air of truth and probability, 
and cou’d scarce be the invention of an 
historian, W'ho had so little morals or 
judgment as to indulge himself in fiction 
and romance The revolutions seem so 
well proportion’d to tlieir causes'’" The 
progiess of tho factions is so conform- 
able to political cxpcnoiico : The man- 
ners and maxims of the ago are so 
uniform and natural, that scarce any 
real liistoiy affoids moio just reflection 
and inipiovomeut. Is not MicniAaTSL’s 
comment on Livy (a work surely of 
great judgment and genius) founded 
entirely on this poiiod, which is repre- 


sented as fabulous. I wou’d wallmglj , 
therefore, in my private sentiments, 
divide tho matter wath these ciitics, 
and allow, that the battles and victories 
and Iriumplis oT those ages had been 
extremelj falsi fy’d by family memoirs, 
as Cicero says they were But as m 
the accounts of domestic factions, there 
were two opposite relations transmitted 
to posterity, this both serv’d as a cheek 
upon fiction, and enabled latter histo- 
rians to gather some truth from com- 
parison and reasoning Half of tho 
slaughter which Livy commits on tho 
JEqui and the VuLscr, would depopu- 
late France and Germany, and that 
historian, tho’ perhaps he may bo justly 
charged as superficial, is at last shock’d 
himself wath the incredibility of Ins 
narration The same love of exaggera- 
tion seems to have niagmiy’d the num- 
bers of the Ri):mans in their aimics, 
and census ] 

- It was observed by some, as appears 
by the speech of Ageiaxjs of Nau pac- 
tum, in the gi neral congress of Griuce. 
See Poly n lib v. cap 101 

® Tm Livii lib xxiu, cap GO. 
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stronger proof, tliat this maxim was not generally known in 
those ages ; no ancient author has remarked the imprudence 
of these measures, nor has even blamed that absurd treaty 
above-mentioned, made by Philip with the Cahthagihiaks. 
Princes and statesmen, in all ages, may, before-hand, be 
blinded in their reasonings with regard tc^vents : But it is 
somewhat extraordinary, that historians, afterwards, should 
not form a sounder judgment of them. 

Massihissa, Attalxjs, Phxjsias, in gratifying their private 
passions, were, all of them, the instruments of the Eomah 
greatness; and never seem to have suspected, that they 
were forging theh own chains, while they advanced the con- 
quests of their ally. A simple treaty and agreement between 
Massinissa and the CAHTHAGiNiAisrs, so much required by 
mutual interest, barred the Eomaks from all entrance into 
Aphioa, and preserved liberty to mankind. 

The only prince we meet with in the Eoman history, who 
seems to have understood the balance of power, is Hieho 
king of Steacuse. Though the ally of Eome, he sent as- 
sistance to the Caethaginians, during the war of the 
auxiliaries : ^ Esteeming it requisite,^ says Polybius,^ ^ both 
in order to retain his dominions in Sicily, and to preserve 
the Eoaiak friendship, that Carthage should be safe ; lest 
by its fall the remaining power should be able, without con- 
trast or opposition, to execute every purpose and undertaking. 
And here he acted with great wisdom and prudence. For 
that is never, on any account, to be overlooked ; nor ought 
such a force ever to be thrown into one hand, as to incaj>a~ 
citate the neighbouring states from defending their rights 
against it.’ Here is the aim of modern politics pointed out 
in express terms. 

In short, the maxim of preserving the balance of power is 
founded so much on common sense and obvious reasoning, 
that it is impossible it could altogether have escaped anti- 
quity, where we find, in other particulars, so many marks of 
deep penetration and discernment. 5f it was not so generally * 
known and acknowledged as at jiresent, it had, at least, an 
influence on all the wiser and more experienced princes and 
politicians. And indeed, even at present, however generally 
known and acknowledged among speculative reasoners, it has 


^ Lib. 1. cap 83. 
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not, in practice, an authority much more extensive among 
those who govern the world. 

After the fall of the Eomah empire, the form of govern- 
ment, established by the northern conquerors, incapacitated 
them, in a great measure, for farther conquests, and long 
maintained each stete in its proper boundaries. But when 
vassalage and the feudal militia were abolished, mankind 
were anew alarmed by the danger of universal monarch}'-, 
from the union of so many kingdoms and principalities in 
the person of the emj)eror Chaeles. But the power of the 
house of Austeia, founded on extensive but divided domin- 
ions, and their riches, derived chiefly from mines of gold 
and silver, were more likely to decay, of themselves, from 
internal defects, than to overthrow all the bulwarks raised 
against them. In less than a century, the force of that 
violent and haughty race was shattered, their opulence dis- 
sipated, their splendor eclipsed. A new power succeeded, 
more formidable to the liberties of Eueope, possessing all 
the advantages of the former, and labouring under none of 
its defects ; except a share of that siiirit of bigotry and perse- 
cution, with which the house of Austeia was so long, and 
still is so much infatuated. 

^ In the general wars, mairftained against this ambitious 
power, Geeat Beitain has stood foremost; and she still 
maintains her station. Beside her advantages of riches and 
situation, her people are animated with such a national 
spirit, and are so fully sensible of the blessings of their gov- 
ernment, that we may hope their vigour never will languish 
in so necessary and so just a cause. On the contrary, if we 


* [Editions H to P proceed as fol- 
io ^vs Europe lias now, for above a 
century, remained on the defeu&ivo 
against the greatest force that ever, 
perhaps, was iornied by the civil or 
political combination of mankind And 
such IS the influence of the m.ixini here 
* treated of, that tlio’ that ambitiious 
nation, in the five last geneial vars, 
Inn e been vietoiious in four,' and un- 
buccesaful only in one,* they have not 
much enlarged their dominions, nor 
acquired a total ascendant over Etjeope. 


There remains rather room to hope, 
that, by niaintiining the resistance lor 
some time, the natural re\olutions of 
human affairs, together witli unforeseen 
events and accidents, may guard us 
against universal monarc]i}, and pie- 
servo the vtoild from so gre^t an evil 
In tho thice last of these gonei il 
vars, Britain has stood loreiiKtbt in 
tho glorious struggle, and she still 
maintains her station, as guardian of 
the general liberties of Eunopii, and 
patron of mankind ] 


* Those concluded by the peace of ® That concluded by the peace of 
the pYEENEPiS, Nimegxjen, Eyswick, and Uteecht. 

Aix-lA“Chapelle. 
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may judge by tlie past^ their passionate ardour seems rather 
to require some moderation ; and they have ofteiier erred 
from a laudable excess than from a blameable deficiency. » 

In the Jirsf x^lacej we seem to have been more possessed 
with the ancient Greek spirit of jealous emulation, than 
actuated by the prudent views of moderm politics. Our wars 
with France have been begun with justice, and even, per- 
haps, from necessity ; but have always been too far pushed 
from obstinacy and passion. The same peace, which was 
afterwards made at Etswiok in 1697, was offered so early 
as the year ninety-two; that concluded at Utrecht in 1712 
might have been finished on as good conditions at Gertrijt- 
tenberg in the year eight; and wo might have given at 
Frankfort, in 1743, the same terms, which we were glad to 
accept of at Aix-LA-CnAPELLE in the year forty -eight. Here 
then we see, that above half of our wars with France, and 
all our public debts, are owing more to our own imj)rudent 
vehemence, than to the ambition of our neighbours. 

In the second place, we are so declared in our opposition to 
French power, and so alert in defence of our allies, that 
they always reckon upon our force as upon their own ; and 
expecting to carry on war at our expence, i*efuse all reason- 
able terms of accommodation. Ilaheiii suhjectos, tanquam 
sacs : vileSy nf> alicnos. All the world knows, that the factious 
vote of the House of Commons, in the beginning of the last 
parliament,^ with the jirofessed humour of the nation, made 
the queen of Hungary inflexible in her terms, and prevented 
that agreement with Prussia, whieli would immediately have 
restored the general tranquillity of Europe. 

In the third place, we are such true combatants, that, when 
once engaged, wo lose all concern for ourselves and our pos- 
terity, and consider only how we may best annoy the eneni}% 
To mortgage our revenues at so deep a rate, in wars, wdiere 
we were only accessories, was surely the most fatal delusion, 
that a nation, which had any pretension to politics and pru-^ 
deuce, has ever yet been guilty of. That remedy of funding, 
if it be a remedy, and not rather a poison, ought, in all rea- 
son, to bo reserved to the last extremity; and no evil, but the 
greatest and most urgent, should ever induce us to embrace 
so dangerous an expedient. 

These excesses, to which we have been carried, are iireju- 
^ [At jlie (lo'-p of Ilu‘ r n’b.inn‘ii1 of 1731 -U Ed j 
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dicial ; and may, perhaps, in time, become still more preju- 
dicial another way, by begetting, as is usual, the opposite 
extreme, and rendering us totally careless and supine with 
regard to the fate of Euhope. The Atheitxai^s, from the 
most bustling, intriguing, warlike people of Greece, finding 
their eiTor in thrusiing themselves into every quarrel, aban- 
doned all attention to foreign affairs ; and in no contest ever 
took part on either side, except by their flatteries and com- 
plaisance to the victor. 

Enormous monarchies* are, probably, destructive to human 
nature ; in their progress, in their continuance,^ and even in 
their downfall, which never can be very distant from their 
establishment. The military genius, which aggrandized the 
monarchy, soon leaves the court, the capital, and the center 
of such a government ; while the wars are carried on at a 
great distance, and interest so small a part of the state. The 
ancient nobility, whose affections attach them to their sover- 
eign, live all at court ; and never will accept of military em- 
l)loyments, which would cany them to remote and barbarous 
frontiers, where they are distant both from their pleasures 
and their fortune. The arms of the state, must, therefore, 
he entrusted to mercenary strangers, without zeal, without 
attachment, without honour ; ready on every occasion to turn 
them against the prince, and join each desperate malcontent, 
who offers pay and plunder. This is the ne^sessary progress 
of human affairs : Thus human nature checks itself in its 
airy elevation : Thus ambition blindly labours for the destruc- 
tion of the conqueror, of his family, and of every thing near 
and dear to him. The Bourbons, trusting to the support of 
their brave, faithful, and affectionate nobility, would push 
their advantage, without resciwe or limitation. These, while 
fired with glory and emulation, can bear the fatigues and 
dangers of war ; but never would submit to languish in the 
garrisons of Hungary or Lithuania, forgot at court, and 
^ sacrificed to the intrigues^ of every minion or mistress, who 
approaches the prince. The troops are filled with Cravates 
and Tartars, Hussars and Cossacs ; intermingled, j)erhaps, 
with a few soldiers of fortune from the better provinces ; 


’ [Editions H to 0 Such as Eujjope lliK that mankind woro gonor.ilB’ in a 
IS at present throatened -w-ith J Very disorderly, uncivilized condition, 

2 II the Roman empire vas uf ad- hetoro its cslabli&hniont 
vantage, it could only proceed from 
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And the melaneholy fate of the Eoman emperors, from the 
same cause, is renewed over and over again, till the final dis- 
solution of the monarchy. ^ 

Essay VIII. — Of Taxes. 

Thebe is a prevailing maxim, ^ among some reasoners, that 
every new tax creates a ne^v ability in the subject to bear it^ and 
that each encrease of public burdens encreases proportionably 
the ind^istry of the people. This maxim is of such a nature 
as is most likely to he abused; and is so much the more dan- 
gerous, as its truth cannot be altogether denied : but it must 
be owned, when kept within certain bounds, to have some 
foundation in reason and experience. 

When a tax is laid upon commodities, which are consumed 
by the common people, the necessary consequence may seem 
to be, either that the poor must retrench something from 
their way of living, or raise their wages, so as to make the 
burden of the tax fall entii-ely upon the rich. But there is a 
third consequence, which often follows upon taxes, namely, 
that the poor encrease their industry, perform more work, 
and live as well as before, without demanding more for their 
labour. Where taxes are moderate, are laid on gradually, and 
affect not the necessaries of life, this consequence naturally 
follows ; and it is certain, that such difficulties often serve to 
excite the industry of a peojile, and render them more opulent 
and laborious, than others, who enjoy the greatest advan- 
tages. Eor we may observe, as a parallel instance, that the 
most commercial nations have not always possessed the 
greatest extent of fertile land ; but, on the contrary, that 
they have laboured under many natural disadvantages. Ttbe, 
Athens, Cabthage, Ehodes, Genoa, Venice, Holland, are 
strong examples to this purpose. And in all history, we find 
only three instances of large and fertile countries, which 
have possessed much trade; the Hetheblands, England, 
and Ebance. The two former serai to have been allured by -r 
the advantages of their maritime situation, and the necessity 
they lay under of frequenting foreign ports, in order to pro- 
cure what their own climate refused them. And as to 
Ebance, trade has come late into that kingdom, and seems 

^ [Editions n to P HMcl Am<iiiy iionuiMUd Ftnanner^ awl lSLltot>cn 
tlioso 'ttlioni lu this ooiuitiy wo e.ill niEiiANcnJ 
ciud means men^ aud mIio aio de- 
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to liave been tbe effect of reflection and observation in an 
ingenious and enterprizing people, wbo remarked tbe ricbes 
acquired by suck of tlie neighbouring nations as cultivated 
navigation and commerce. 

The places mentioned by Cioero,^ as possessed of the 
greatest commerce^in his time, are Albjandrta, CoLcfHUS, 
Tyre, Sinoisr, Andros, Cyprus, Pamphylia, Lyoia, Ehodes, 
Chios, Byzantium, Lesbos, Smyrna, Miletum, Coos. All 
these, except Alexandria, were either small islands, or narrow 
territories. And that city owed its trade entirely to the hap- 
piness of its situation. 

Since therefore some natural necessities or disadvantages 
maybe thought favourable to industry, why may not artificial 
burdens have the same effect ? Sir William Temple,® we 
may observe, ascribes the industry of the Dutch entirely to 
necessity, proceeding from their natural disadvantages ; and 
illustrates his doctrine by a striking comparison with Ireland ; 
^ where,’ says he, ^ by the largeness and plenty of the soil, 
and scarcity of people, all things necessary to life are so 
cheap, that an industrious man, by two days labour, may 
gain enough to feed him the rest of the week. Which I 
take to be a very plain ground of the laziness attributed to 
the people. For men naturally prefer ease before labour, 
and will not take pains if they can live idle ; though when, 
by necessity, they have been inured to it, they cannot leave 
it, being grown a custom necessaiy to their health, and to 
their very entertainment. Nor perhaps is the change harder, 
from constant ease to laboui*, than from constant labour to 
ease.’ After which the author proceeds to confirm his doc- 
trine, by enumerating, as above, the jilaces where trade has 
most flourished, in ancient and modern bimes ; and Avhich 
are commonly observed to be such narrow confined territories, 
as beget a necessity for industry.^ 


* Epist ad Att lib ix op ii 
* -Account of the NKmutL^^DS, 
clnp G 

’ [Editions H to P insert us follows 
’Tis always observed, in years of 
scarcity, if it be not txtiemu, that the 
poor labour more, and really live better, 
than in jears of great plenty, mIicii 
they indulge themselyos in idleness and 


r {»t I have been told, by a consider- 
able luaniifieturer, that m the year 
1740, 'vihea biead aud proMSions ot all 
lands \\ere vei’v dear, his '^oikiucn not 
only made a sliilt to Jive, but paid 
debts, which they had contracted in 
former years, that weio much more fa- 
vourable and abundant ‘ 

Tins doctrine, therefore, with regard 


' To this purpose see also Essay i. at the end. 
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The best taxes ai'e such as are levied upon consumptions, 
especially those of luxury ; because such taxes are least felt 
by the people. They seem, in some measure, voluntary; since 
a man may chuse how far he will use the commodity which is 
taxed : They are paid gradually, and insensibly;^ They natu- 
rally produce sobriety and frugality, if jydiciously imposed : 
And being confounded with the natural price of the commodity, 
they are scarcely perceived by the consumers. Their only dis- 
advantage is, that they are expensive in the lovymg. 

Taxes upon possessions are levied without expence ; but 
have every other disadvantage. Most states, however, are 
obliged to have recourse to them, in order to supply the defi- 
ciencies of the other. 

But the most pernicious of all taxes are the arbitrary. They 
are commonly converted, by their management, into punish- 
ments on industry; and also, by their unavoidable inequality, 
are more grievous, than by the real burden which they im- 
pose. It is surprising, therefore, to see them have place 
among any civilized jpoople. 

Ill general, all poll-taxes, even when not arbitrary, which 
they commonly are, may be esteemed dangerous ; Because it 
is so easy for the sovereign to add a little more, and a little 
more, to the sum demanded, '•that these taxes are apt to 
become altogether oppressive and intolerable. On the other 
hand, a duty upon commodities checks itself ; and a j^riiice 
will soon find, that an eiicrease of the impost is no encrease 
of his revenue. It is not easy, therefore, for a people to be 
altogether ruined by such taxes. 

Historians inform us, that one of iho cliief causes of the 
destruction of the Roman state, ^vas the alteration, which 
Constantine introduced into the finances, by substituting 
an universal poll-tax, in lieu of almost all the tithes, customs, 
and excises, which formerly coinjiosed the revenue of the 
emjnvp. The peoj)le, in all the j)rovinccs, were so grinded 


in tnxe.*-, mny be adiiiitled in some de- 
vice Eiit be'wai’o of llio abuse Exor- 
bitant taxts, like extreino iiecefebitj, 
destiuy mdustiy, by piodneing d(‘- 
&pair , and ctou befoiu they reach this 
pitch, they raibo the ^\ages oi the la- 
bourer and mariutaeturir, and In i<jiht(Mi 
the jirice of all touiiiioditns An ,il- 
tentive disinterested lep,i,shituic, Mill ob- 
serve the point Mhcii the eiiioliunoiit 
ceases, and the picjudicc begins Cut 


as the contrary eh, u act Cl ih inucli more 
coniThon, 'tis to bo feared that taxes, all 
over EtjUiuuj], are multiplying to such 
a degiHO, as Mill mt ire ly crush all uifc 
and iiidubtiy , tho’, peiliaps, their first 
increase, togetliur with other circuni- 
flanet‘s, miglit have contributed to tho 
growth of these advantages ] 

‘ [I'his cLiiibo Mus fiifat added in 
Edition Q J 
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and oppressed by tlie ]jitbl leans, that they were glad to take 
refuge under the conquering arms of tlie barbarians ; wbose 
doininion, as they had fewer necessities and less art, was 
found preferable to the refined tyranny of the Eomai3‘>s, 

^It is an opinion, zealously jiromoted by some x}olitical 
winters, that, since all taxes, as they pretend, fa-U ultimately 
upon land, it were better to lay them originally there, and 
abolish every duty upon consumx>tions. But it is denied, 
that all taxes fall ultimately land. Tf a duty be laid 
upon any commodity, consumed by an artisan, he has two 
obvious expedients for paying it ; he may retrench somewhat 
of his exigence, or he may eiicrease his labour. Both these 
resources are more easy and natural, than that of heightening 
his wages. We see, that, in years of scarcity, the weaver 
either consumes less or labours more, or employs both these 
expedients of frugality and industry, by which he is enabled 
to reach the end of the year. It is but just, that he should 
subject himself to the same hardshix)s, if they deserve the 
name, for the sake of the xoublick, which gives him protection. 
By what contrivance can he raise the xnice of his labour ? 
The manufacturer who emx>loys him, will not give him more ; 
Neither can he, because the merchant, who exports the 
cloth, cannot raise its jirico, being limited b}" the i^vice which 
it yields in foreign markets. Every man, to be sure, is 
desirous of j)ushing off from himself the burden of any tax, 
which is imposed, and of laying it uj)on others : But as every 
man has the same inclination, and is upon the defensive ; no 
set of men can be sux)posed to jjrevail altogether in this 
contest. And why the landed gentleman should be the victim 
of the whole, and should not be able to defend himself, as 
well as others are, I cannot readily imagine. All tradesmen, 
indeed, would willingly i)rey uxmn him, and divide him among^ 
them, if they could ; But this inclination they always have, 
though no taxes were levied ; and the same methods, by 
which he guards against the imxoosition of tradesmen before 
taxes, will serve him afterwards, and make them share the 

' [Editions H to P omit the open- tuie is clxicfly lodged, and making tlioni 
ing sentences as far as ‘ foreign mar- picserve gioat regard for trade and in- 
kets,’ and rt.id instead of them There dustry. But I must confess, that this 
IS a x>ieA.Liliug ()]»iiiion, tbit all taxes, luinciple, tho’ fiist advanced hy a cclu- 
liouevtT l(‘\Kd, fall upon tho laud at Braled writer, lias so little appc.ii.iiico 
last. Such an opinion nia} ho usdiil of reason, that, iieie it not lur his aii- 
111 UniTAiN, hy checking the landed tliurity, it had never heen recciv<‘d hy 
gentlemen, in ^vkosc hands our kgisla- au} Body ] 
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burden mtli him. ^ They must be very heavy taxes, indeed, 
and very injudiciously levied, which the artizan will not, of 
himself, be enabled to pay, by superior industry and frugality, 
without raising the price of his labour, 

I shall conclude this subject with observing, that we have, 
with regard to taxes, an instance of what frequently happens 
in political institutions, that the consequences of things are 
diameti’ically opposite to what we should expect on the first 
appearance. It is regarded as a fundamental maxim of the 
Turkish government, that the Grand Signior^ though absolute 
master of the lives and fortunes of each individual, has no 
authority to impose a new tax; and every Ottoman prince, who 
has made such an attempt, either has been obliged to retract, 
or has found the fatal effects of his perseverance. One would 
imagine, that this prejudice or established opinion were the 
firmest barrier in the world against oj^pression ; yet it is 
certain, that its effect is quite contrary. The emperor, having 
no regular method of encreasing his revenue, must allow all 
the bashaws and governors to oppress and abuse the subjects : 
And these he squeezes after their return from their govern- 
ment, Whereas, if he could impose a new tax, hke our 
European princes, his interest would so far be united with 
that of his people, that he wquld immediately feel the bad 
effects of these disorderly levies of money, and would find, 
that a pound, raised by a general imposition, would have 
less pernicious ^effects, than a shilling taken in so unequal 
and arbitrary a manner. 


Essay IX. — Of FuhUc Credit, 

It appears to have been the common practice of antiquity, 
to make provision, during peace, for the necessities of 
war, and to hoard up treasures before-hand, as the in- 
struments either of conquest or defence; without trusting 
to extraordinary impositions, much less to borrowing, in 
times of disorder and confusion. Besides the immense sums 

* [The cunchuling sonteiico is not in piieo of most species of Libour nearly 

Editions II to 0 — Ed P leads in its the s<iino after tlio imposition of taxes 

place * No labour in any commodities, I may add, tliat it ]i,is this effect upon 

that are expoitecl, can be rcry con- I ho ^iliolo Eor ucre any kind of la- 

siderahly laiised in ihe piiee, 'uithout lioor paid b(‘}ond its jiropoit ion, all 

losing the foreign market , and as some hands would flock to it, and would soon 

part of almost every mamifactoiy is sink it to a levol Mith the rest.] 

exported, this circumstance keeps the 
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above mentioned,^ wbicb were amassed by Athens, and by 
the Ptolemies, and other successors of Alexander; we 
learn from Plato, ^ that the frugal Lacedemonians had also 
collected a great treasure; and Arrian^ and Plutarch^ 
take notice of the riches which Alexander got possession of 
on the conquest qf Susa and Eobatana, and which were 
reserved, some of them, from the time of Cyrus. If I 
remember right, the scripture also mentions the treasure of 
Hezekiah and the J ewish princes ; as profane history does 
that of Philip and Perseus, kings of Macedon. The 
ancient republics of Gaul had commonly large sums in 
reserve.® Every one knows the treasure seized in Eome by 
Julius O^sar, during the civil wars: and we find after- 
wards, that the wiser emperors, Augustus, Tiberius, Ves- 
pasian, Severus, &c. always discovered the prudent fore- 
sight, of saving great sums against any public exigency. 

On the contrary, our modern expedient, which has become 
very general, is to mortgage the public revenues, and to 
trust that posterity will pay off the incumbrances contracted 
by their ancestors : And they”, having before their eyes, so 
good an example of their wise fathers, have the same pru- 
dent reliance on their posterity ; who, at last, from necessity 
more than choice, are obliged to place the same confidence 
in a new posterity. But not to waste time in declaiming 
against a practice which appears ruinous, ®^beyond all con- 
troversy ; it seems pretty apparent, that the ancient maxims 
are, in this respect, more j)rudent than the modern ; even 
though the latter had been confined within some reasonable 
bounds, and had ever, in any instance, been attended with 
such frugality, in time of peace, as to discharge the debts 
incurred by an expensive war. For why should the case be 
so different between the public and an individual, as to make 
us establish different maxims of conduct for each ? If the 
funds of the former be greater, its necessary expences are 
proportionably larger; if its resources be more numerous, 
they are not infinite ; ancl as its frame should be calculated 
for a much longer duration than the date of a single life, or 

^ Essay V Alexinder found m Susa above 50,000 

2 Aecib t p 123 talents. 

* Lil) n IG and 19 ® Stpabo, lib iv p 188 

^ Plut Id vita Alev 3G, 07 He « [Editions H to P add * Beyond 
makes those trea&uies amount to 80,000 the evidence of a hundred demonstra- 
talents, or about 1 5 millions sterl. Quin- txous ] 

Tus CuETius (lib, V. cap. 2.) says, that 
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even of a family, it should embrace maxims, large, durable, 
and generous, agreeably to tlie supposed extent of its exist- 
ence. To trust to chances and temporary expedients, ,is, 
indeed, \vhat the necessity of human affairs frequently renders 
unavoidable : but whoever voluntarily depend on such re- 
sources, have not necessity, but their owij, folly, to accuse for 
their misfortunes, when any such befal them. 

If the abuses of treasures be dangerous, either by en- 
gaging the state in rash enterprizes, or making it neglect 
military discipline, in confidence of its riches ; the abuses of 
mortgaging are more cei'tain and inevitable ; poverty, impo- 
tence, and subjection to foreign powers. 

According to modern policy war is attended Avith every 
destructwe circumstance ; loss of men, encrease of taxes, 
decay of commerce, dissipation of money, devastation by sea 
and land. According to ancient maxims, tlie ox^ening of the 
Xmblic treasure, as it produced an micommoii aflluence of 
gold and silver, served as a temporary encouragement to in- 
dustry, and atoned, in some degree, for the inevitable calanu- 
ties of war. 

^ It is very tempting to a minister to emxffoy such an 
expedient, as enables him to make a great figure during 
his administration, without overburthening the people Avith 
taxes, or exciting any immediate clanionrs against himself. 
The x)ractice, therefore, of contracting debt will almost in- 
fallibly be abused, in every government. It Avould scarcely 
be more imprudent to giA^o a xn'odigal son a credit in every 
banker’s shop in London, than to inix^ower a statesman to 
draAv bills, in this manner, ux^oii x^osterity. 

What then shall we say to the iieAV paradox, that public 
incumbrances are, of themselves, advantageous, index)eiidt‘nt 
of the necessity of contracting them ; and that any state, 
even though it Avero not xu'cssod by a foreign enemy, conld 
not possibly have embraced a Aviser exx:)edieiit for xn’omotiiig 
commerce and riches, than to create funds, and debts, and 
taxes, Avifhout limitation Eeasoufngs, such as these, might 
naturally haA’^e x'>‘*^«sed for trials of wit among rhetoricians, 
like the x>ai^<38Ti’ios on folly and a fever, on Businis and 
Neko, had Ave not soon such absurd maxims patronized by 
great ministers, and l)y a Avholc party aanong ns.^ 

^ [This para gi dpli \Wb added lu Ed - [Editions II to U add And those 
Q ] piu/sluig arguuioats, (for tht y de&ervo 



OF PUBLIC CllEDIT. 


863 


Let ITS examine the consequences of public debts, both in 
our domestic management, bj their influence on commerce 
and industry ; and in our foreign transactions, by their effect 
on wars and negociations.^ 

Public securities are with us become a kind of money, and 
j)ass as readily at tiie current piuce as gold or silver. Wher- 
ever any profitable undertaking offers itself, how expjensive 
soever, there are never wanting hands enow to embrace it ; 
nor need a trader, who has sums in the public stocks, fear to 
launch out into the most extensive trade ; since he is pos- 
sessed of funds, which will answer the most sudden demand 
that can be made upon him. No merchant thinks it neces- 
sary to keep by him any considerable cash. Bank-stock, or 
India-bonds, especially the latter, serve all the same j)ur- 
poses ; because he can dispose of them, or pledge them to a 
banker, in a quarter of an hour ; and at the same time they 
are not idle, even when in his scritoire, but bring him in 
a constant revenue. In short, our national debts finmish 
merchants with a species of money, that is continually mul- 
tiplying in their hands, and j)roduces sure gain, besides the 


not the name of specious.) (hough they 
ooiild not ho the foundation of Loud. 
Oufoi^d’s conduct, for ho Iiad im>ro 
ftcufao , served at least to koo]) liis par- 
tizans in counten<inco, and perplex the 
understanding of the nation ] 

^ [Editions H to P add . There is a 
■word, -which is here in the mouth of 
every body, and which, I find, has also 
got abiodd, and is much emjjloycd by 
foreign writers,^ in imitation of the 
English, and this is, ciuculation 
This -word serves as an account of 
eveiy thiug , and though I confess, that 
I ha\G sought for its meaning in the 
present subject, oyer since i was a 
school-boy, I have never } t^b bt‘en able 
to discover it. AYhat possible advau- 
tage is there which the nation can reap 
by the easy transference of stock from 
hand to baud? Or is tlicie any piWallel 
to bo ditiwn fioni the circulation of 
oth(*r commodities, to tli.it of cheqiiei- 
notes and India bonds ? Where .i manu- 
facturer has a quick sale of his goods 
to the merchant, the merchant to the 
shopkeeper, the ^'liopkecpd* to his cus- 
tomers, tills enli\cus ludiistjy, and 


gives now cucouvagimicnt to the fir!?t 
dealer or tho maiiulacturer and all Ins 
tunlesmen, and niiikcs them produce 
more <ind bettor commodities of tho 
samo species A st.ignation is here 
pernicious, ■wherwor it happens , be- 
cause it oiier.itcs backwards, and stops 
or benumbs the industrious hand in its 
production of -w'hat is useful to human 
lito But what production we owo to 
Change-alley, or even what consump- 
tion, except that of coffee, and pen, ink, 
and p«iper, I have not yet learned , nor 
can < luo foi'see tho loss or decay of any 
one beneficial commerce or commodity, 
though thvit place and all its inhabitants 
■were for cmt biiiicd iii the ocean 
But though this term has never been 
explained by those who insist so much 
on the advantagi s that losult from a 
circulation, theio seems, howeA^er, to be 
some benefit oi a similar kind, aiising 
from our ineumbranees • As indeed, 
what human evil is tluTe, \Alnch is not 
attended -with some advantage^ This 
■wo shall endeavour to explain, that wo 
may csfiiuato the wtuglit Avhich wo 
ought to allow it ] 


Melon, Uu Toi, Law, in tho pamphlets published in Peance. 
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profits of their commerce. This must enable them to trade 
upon less profit. The small profit of the merchant renders 
the commodity cheaper, causes a greater consumption, 
quickens the labour of the common people, and helps to 
spread arts and industry throughout the whole society. 

There are also, we may observe, in E^oland and in all 
states, which have both commerce and public debts, a set of 
men, who are half merchants, half stock-holders, and may 
be supposed willing to trade for small profits ; because com- 
merce is not their principal or sole support, and their 
revenues in the funds are a sure resource for themselves and 
their families. Were there no funds, great merchants would 
have no expedient for realizing or securing any part of their 
profit, but by making purchases of lands; and land has 
many disadvantages in comparison of funds. Requiring 
more care and insj)Cction, it divides the time and attention 
of the merchant ; upon any tempting olfer or extraordinary 
accident in trade, it is not so easily converted into money ; 
and as it attracts too much, both by the many natural plea- 
sures it affords, and the authority it gives, it soon converts 
the citizen into the country gentleman. More men, there- 
fore, with large stocks and incomes, may naturally be sup- 
posed to continue in trade, where there are public debts ; and 
this, it must be owned, is of some advantage to commerce, 
by diminishing ^its profits, promoting circulation, and en- 
couraging industry.^ 

But, in opposition to these two favourable circumstances, 
perhaps of no very great importance, weigh the many dis- 
advantages which attend our public debts, in the whole 
interior oeconomy of the state : You will find no comparison 
between the ill and the good which result from them. 

First j It is certain, that national debts cause a mighty con- 
fluence of peojile and riches to the capital, by the great sums, 
levied in the provinces to pay the interest ; and perhaps, too, 
by the advantages in tiade above mentioned, wliicli the}" give 
the merchants in the capital above ^lie rest of the kingdom. 
The question is, whether, in our case, it be for the public 

^ [Editions H to 0 add as a note tl'o cheaper niii} they expect to borrow , 

On this head, I shall obsoivo, Aulhout contrary to fiist appearance, and con- 

iiiterrupting the lliiuad of the aigiMiient, liMiy to common opinion. The profits 

that the multiplicity of our public debts of trade have au influence on intcrofat. 

serves rather to sink the interest, and See Essay IV ] 
that the more the government borrows, 
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interest, that so many prmleges should he confei’red on 
London, which has already arrived at such an enormous size, 
and seems still encreasing ? Some men are apprehensive of 
the consequences. For my own part, I cannot forbear 
thinhing, that, though the head is undoubtedly too large for 
the body, yet that great city is so happily situated, that its 
excessive bulk causes less inconvenience than even a smaller 
capital to a gi’eater kingdom. There is more difference 
between the prices of all provisions in Paeis and Languedoc, 
than between those in London and Yoekshire. * The im- 
mense greatness, indeed, of London, under a government 
which admits not of discretionary power, renders the people 
factious, mutinous, seditious, and even perhaps rebellious. 
But to this evil the national debts themselves tend to provide 
a remedy. The first visible eruption, or even immediate 
danger, of public disorders must alarm all the stockholders, 
whose property is the most precarious of any ; and will make 
them fiy to the support of government, whether menaced by 
Jacobitish violence or democratical fienzy. 

Secondly y Public stocks, being a kind of paper-credit, have 
all the disadvantages attending that species of money. They 
banish gold and silver from the most considerable commerce 
of the state, reduce them to common circulation, and by that 
means render all provisions and labour dearer than otherwise 
they would be.^ 

Thirdly, The taxes, whicli are levied to pay the interests of 
these debts,® are apt either to heighten the price of labour, or 
be an oppression on the poorer sort. 

Fourthly, As foreigners possess a great share of our 
national funds, they render the public, in a manner, tributary 
to them, and may in time occasion the transpoi-t of our 
people and our industry. 

Fifthly, The greater part of the public stock being always 
in the hands of idle people, who live on their revenue, our 


^ [The remainder of this para^ipli 
added m Ed Q ] 

2 [Edition P .idds We miy .ilbo 
lemaik, that thib increase ot prict^ de- 
rived from paper-credit, h.ib a more 
durable and a moic dangerous influence 
than when it aii&e&fiom a great increase 
of gold and silver Where an accidental 
overflow of money raises the puce ot* 
labor and commodities, tiie evil reme- 


dies itstlf in a little time The money 
soon flows out into alltho neighbouiing 
nations The prices fall to a level And 
industry may be continued as befuie, a 
relief, vIikIi cannot be expoi*ted, ^iliere 
the circulating specie consists chicHy of 
papei, and Ims oo iiitiinsic v due ] 

* [Editions If to N lead Are a 
chock upon iiidustrv, hcighttu the puce 
of labour, and are an oppr iSrc.] 
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funds, in tliat view, give great encouragement to an useless 
and unactive life. 

But thougli tlie injury, that arises to commerce and in- 
dustry from our public funds, will appear, upon balancing the 
whole, not inconsiderable, it is trivial, in comparison of the 
prejudice that results to the state eonsidei;ed as a body politic, 
which must support itself in the society of nations, and have 
various transactions with other states in wars and nogocia- 
tions. The ill, there, is pure and unmixed, without any 
favourable circumstance to atone for it ; and it is an ill too of 
a nature the highest and most important. 

We have, indeed, been told, that the public is no weaker 
upon account of its debts ; since they are mostly due among 
ourselves, and bring as much proj)erty to one as they take 
from another. It is like transferring money from the right 
hand to the left ; which leaves the person neither richer nor 
poorer than before. Such loose reasonings and specious 
comparisons will always pass, whore we judge not upon prin- 
ciples. I ask, Is it possible, in the nature of things, to over- 
burthen a nation with taxes, even where the sovereign resides 
among them ? The very doubt seems extravagant ; since it 
is requisite, in every community, that there he a certain pro- 
portion observed between the laborious and the idle part of 
it. But if all our present taxes ho mortgaged, must wc not 
invent new ones ? And may not this matter be carried to a 
length that is ruinous and destructive ? 

Ill every nation, there aro always some methods of levying 
money more easy than others, agreeably to the way of living 
of the people, and the commodities they make use of. In 
Great Beitaiit, the excises upon malt and beer afford a large 
revenue ; because the operations of malting and brewing aro 
tedious, and are impossible to bo concealed; and at tlio same 
time, these commodities aro not so absolutely necessary to 
life, as that the raising of their price would very much affect 
the poorer sort. These taxes being all mortgaged, wliat 
difficulty to find new ones ’ what 'vexation and ruin of the * 
poor ^ 

Duties upon consumption are more equal and easy than 
those npon possessions. What ti loss to the public, that the 
former arc all exhausted, and that wo must have i’ocoui‘so to 
the more grevious method of levying taxes ^ 

Were all the proprietors of land only st<jwards to the public, 
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must not necessity force tliem to practise all the arts of o];)pres- 
sion used by stewards ; where the absence or negdigence of 
tliaproprieW render them secure against enquiry? 

It will scarcely be asserted, that no bounds ought ever to 
be set to national debts ; and that the j)U-blic would be no 
w^eater, were twelv^or fifteen shillings in the pound, land-tax, 
mortgaged, with all the present customs and excises, Tliere 
is something, therefore, in the ease, beside the mere trans- 
ferring of property from the one hand to another. In 500 
years, the posterity of those now in the coaches, and of those 
upon the boxes, will probably have changed places, without 
affecting the public by these revolutions. 

^ Suppose the public once fairly brought to that condition, 
to which it is hastening with such amazing ra 2 >idity ; suppose 
the land to be taxed eighteen or nineteen shillings in the 
pound ; for it can never bear the whole twenty ^ suj^pose all 
the excises and customs to he screwed tip to the utmost which 
the nation can hear, without entirely losing its commerce and 
industry 5 and sujDposc that all those funds are mortgaged to 
j)eri 3 etuity, and that the invention and wdt of all our pro- 
jectors can find no new iinjiosiiion, tvhich may serve as the 
foundation of a new loan ; and let us consider the necessary 
consequences of this situation. Though the imperfect state 
of our political knowledge, and the narrow capacities of men, 
make it difficult to fortel the effects which will result from 
any untried measure, the seeds of ruin are here scattered with 
such profusion as not to escape the eye of the most careless 
observer. 

In this unnatural state of society, the only j^ersons, who 
possess any revenue beyond the immediate effects of their 
industry, are the stock-holders, who draw almost all the rent 
of the land and houses, besides the 2 )roduce of all the customs 
and excises. These are men, who have no connexions with 
the state, who can enjoy their reveiiuo in any jnirt of the 
globe in which they chiise to reside, who will naturally bury 
^ themselves in the caintal?)r in great cities, and who will sink 
into the lethargy of a stuind and pami)ered luxury, without 
S 2 >irit, ambition, or enjoyment. Adieu to all ideas of nobility, 
gentry, and family. The stocks can be transferred in an in- 
stant, and being in such a fluctuating state, will seldom be 
transmitted during three generations from father to son. Or 
' [The &ix following paivigr<Mpli,s w'-oro {uhleil in Ed. O J 
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were they to remain ever so long in one family, they convey 
no hereditary authority or credit to the possessor ; and by 
this means, the several rants of men, which form a kind of 
independent magistracy in a state, instituted by the hand of 
nature, are entirely lost ; and every man in authority derives 
his influence from the commission alon^i of the sovereign. 
No expedient remains for preventing or suppressing insur- 
rections, but mercenary armies : No expedient at all remains 
for resisting tyranny ; Elections are swayed by bribery and 
corruption alone : And the middle power between king and 
people being totally removed, a grievous despotism must in- 
fallibly prevail. The landholders, despised for their poverty, 
and hated for their opj)ressions, will be utterly unable to make 
any opposition to it. 

Though a resolution should be formed by the legislature 
never to impose any tax which hurts commerce and dis- 
courages industry, it will be impossible for men, in subjects 
of such extreme delicacy, to reason so justly as never to be 
mistaken, or amidst difficulties so urgent, never to be seduced 
from their resolution. The continual fluctuations in com- 
merce require continual alterations in the nature of the taxes ; 
which exposes the legislature every moment to the danger 
both of wilful and involuntary error. And any great blow 
given to trade, whether by injudicious taxes or by other 
accidents, throws the whole system of government into con- 
fusion. 

But what expedient can the public now employ, even sup- 
posing trade to continue in the most flourishing condition, in 
order to support its foreign wars and onterprizes, and to 
defend its own honour and interests, or those of its allies ? 
I do not ask how the public is to exert such a prodigious 
power as it has maintained during our late wars ; where wo 
have so much exceeded, not only our own natural strength, 
but even that of the greatest empires. This extravagance is 
the abuse complained of, as the source of all the dangers, to 
which we are at present exposed. But since wc must still 
suppose great coniinercc and opulence to remain, even after 
every fund is mortgaged ; these riches must be defended by 
proportional power ; and whence is the public to derive the 
revenue which supports it ? It must plaiuly be from a con- 
tinual taxation of their annuitants, or, which is the same thing, 
from mortgaging anew, on every exigency, a certain part of 
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their annuities ; and thus mating them contribute to their 
own defence^ and to that of the nation. But the diflculties, 
attending this system of policy, will easily appear, whether 
we suppose the king to have become absolute master, or to 
be still controuled by national councils, in which the annui- 
tants themselves m^ist necessarily bear the principal sway. 

If the prince has become absolute, as may naturally be 
expected from this situation of afPairs, it is so easy for him 
to encrease his exactions upon the annuitants, which amount 
only to the retaining money in his own hands, that this 
species of property would soon lose all its credit, and the 
whole income of every individual in the state must lie en- 
tirely at the mercy of the sovereign : A degree of despotism, 
which no oriental monarchy has ever yet attained. If, on 
the contrary, the consent of the annuitants be requisite for 
every taxation, they will never be persuaded to contribute 
sufficiently even to the support of government ; as the dimi- 
nution of their revenue must in that case be very sensible, 
would not be disguised under the appearance of a branch of 
excise or customs, and would not be shared by any other 
order of the state, who are already supposed to be taxed to 
the utmost. There are instances, in some republics, of a 
hundredth penny, and sometimes of the fiftieth, being given 
to the support of the state ; but this is always an extraordi- 
nary exertion of power, and can never become* the foundation 
of a constant national defence. We have always found, 
where a government has mortgaged all its revenues, that 
it necessarily sinks into a state of languor, inactivity, and 
impotence. 

Such are the inconveniencies, which may reasonably be 
foreseen, of this situation, to which Great Britaiet is visibly 
tending. Not to mention, the numberless inconveniencies, 
which cannot be foreseen, and which must result from so 
monstrous a situation as that of making the public the chief 
or sole proprietor of land, besides investing it with every 
* branch of customs and excise, which the fertile imagination 
of ministers and projectors have been able to invent. 

I must confess, that there is a strange supineness, from 
long custom, creeped into all ranks of men, with regard to 
public debts, not unlike what divines so vehemently complain 
of with regard to their religious doctrines. We all own, 
that the most sanguine imagination cannot hope, either that 

VOL. III. V 
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tliis or any future ministry will be possessed of such rigid 
and steady frugality, as to mate a considerable progress in 
the payment of our debts ; or that the situation of foreign 
affairs will, for any long lime, allow them leisure and tran- 
quillity for such an undertaking. ' What then is to become of 
us ? Were we ever so good Christians, ^d ever so resigned 
to Providence ; this, methinks, were a curious question, even 
considered as a speculative one, and what it might not bo 
altogether impossible to form some conjectural solution of. 
The events here will depend little upon the contingencies of 
battles, negociations, intrigues, and factions. There seems 
to be a natural progress of things, which may guide our 
reasoning. As it would have required but a moderate share 
of j^rudence, when we first began this practice of mortgaging, 
to have foretold, from the nature of men and of ministers, 
that things would necessarily be carried to the length we 
see ; so now, that they have at last hai^pily reached it, it may 
not be difBLcult to guess at the consequences. It must, indeed, 
be one of these two events ; either the nation must destroy 
public credit, or public credit will destroy the nation. It is 
impossible that they can both subsist, after the manner they 
have been hitherto managed, in this, as well as in some 
other countries. 

There was, indeed, a scheme for the payment of owr debts, 
which was proposed by an excellent citizen, Mr. Hutchinson, 
above thirty years ago, and which was much approved of by 
some men of sense, but never was likely to take effect. He 
asserted, that there was a fallacy in imagining that the 
public owed this debt ; for that really every individual owed 
a proportional share of it, and paid, in his taxes, a propor- 
tional share of the interest, beside the expence of levying 
these taxes. Had we not better, then, says ho, make a dis- 
tribution of the debt among ourselves, and each of us con- 
tribute a sum suitable to his i)ro23erty, and by that means 


* [Editions H to Pudd the note In 
times of podco and seenntj^ when olono 
it IS iiossildo If) piy do]it, the muniod 
interest are arcibo to roetivo paitial 
payments, wdncli llic> knoi\ not how to 
dispose of to advauta^^o , and tho landed 
interest aie arerso to continue (ho t^ixos 
rc(iuisito for that purpose 'SVliy Ihoro- 
fore should a minister poisoiere in a 
measure so disagreeable to all parties? 


Eox tho sake, I suppose, of a posterity, ^ 
which ho will never see, or of a few 
leisonable relloeling people, whoso uni- 
ted interest, pel haps, will not l>o able 
to secure bun the sinallest bui’rough in 
JilisrinANn ’Tis not likely wo shall ever 
find .111}' iniiiKster so bad a politieiaii 
"With regard lo tbe«'C narrow' destructive 
maxims of ])olities, all ministers are ex- 

1)01 1 CllOllgll J 



OF PLT3LIO CREDIT. 


871 


discharge at once all our funds and public mortgages ? He 
seems not to have considered, that the laborious poor pay a 
considerable part of the taxes by their annual consumptions, 
though they could not advance, at once, a proportional part 
of the sum required. Not to mention, that property in 
money and stock ii^^ trade might easily be concealed or dis- 
guised ; and that visible property in lands and houses would 
really at last answer for the whole: An inequality and 
oppression, which never would be submitted to. But though 
this project is not likely to take place ; it is not altogether 
improbable, that, when the nation becomes heartily sick of 
their debts, and is cruelly oppressed by them, some daring 
projector may arise with visionary schemes for their discharge. 
And as public credit will begin, by that time, to be a little 
frail, the least touch will destroy it, as happened in Fraiioe 
during the regency ; and in this manner it will die of the 
doctor.^ 

But it is more probable, that the bi'each of national faith 
will be the necessary effect of wars, defeats, misfortunes, and 
public calamities, or even perhaps of victories and conquests. 
I must confess, when I see princes and states fighting and 
quarrelling, amidst their debts, funds, and public mortgages, 
it always brings to my mind a match of cudgel-playing fought 
in a China shop. How can it be expected, that sovereigns 
will spare a species of property, which is pernicious to them- 
selves and to the public, when they have so little compassion 
on lives and properties, that are useful to both ? Let the 
time come (and surely it will come) when the new funds, 
created for the exigencies of the year, are not subscribed to, 
and raise not the money projected. Suppose, either that the 
cash of the nation is exhausted ; or that our faith, .which has 
hitherto been so ample, begins to fail us. Suppose, that, in 

* [Editions H to P add • Some neigh- tranly tax the funds, as well as other 

houring states practise an easy expe- property Could we practise either of 

dient, by which they lighten thoir tlicse methods, we need never bo op- 

♦ public debts The French ha'i^ a pressed by the national debt , and it is 

custom (as the Romans formerly had) not impossible but one of these, or some 

of augmenting their money, and this other method, may, at all adventures, 
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credit, though it be really cutting off in this coimtr} are so good reasoiiers 

at once, by an edict, so much of their upon vhateyer regards their inteiests, 
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ttis distress, tlie nation is threatened with an invasion ; a 
rebellion is suspected or broken out at home ; a squadron 
cannot be equipped for want of pay, victuals, or repairs or 
even a foreign subsidy cannot be advanced. What must a 
prince or minister do in such an emergence ? The right of 
self-preservation is unalienable in everv individual, much 
more in every community. And the folly of our statesmen 
must then be greater than the folly of those who first con- 
tracted debt, or, what is more, than that of those who trusted 
or continue to trust this security, if these statesmen have the 
means of safety in their hands, and do not employ them. 
The funds, created and mortgaged, will, by that time, bring 
in a large yearly revenue, sufficient for the defence and secu- 
rity of the nation : Money is perhaps lying in the exchequer, 
ready for the discharge of the quarterly interest : Necessity 
calls, fear urges, reason exhorts, compassion alone exclaims : 
The money will immediately be seized for the current service, 
under the most solemn protestations, perhaps, of being im- 
mediately replaced. But no more is requisite. The whole 
fabric, already tottering, falls to the ground, and buries 
thousands in its ruins. And this, I think, may be called the 
natural death of public credit ! For to this period it tends as 
naturally as an animal body to its dissolution and destruc- 
tion. 

^ So great dupes are the generality of mankind, that, not- 
withstanding such a violent shock to j)iiblic credit, as a 
voluntary bankruptcy in Englaistd would occasion, it would 
not probably be long ere credit would again revive in as 
flourishing a condition as before. The present king of 
France, during the late war, borrowed money at lower in- 
terest than ever his grandfather did; and as low as the 
British parliament, comparing the natural rate of interest 
in both kingdoms. And though men are commonly more 
governed by what they have seen, than by what they foresee, 
with whatever certainty; yet promises, protestations, fair 
appearances, with the allurements'^ of present interest, have 
such powerful influeiico as few are able to resist. Mankind 
are, in all ages, caught by the same baits : The same tricks, 
played over and over again, still trepan them. The heights 
of popularity and patriotism are still the beaten road to 
power and tyranny ; flattery to treachery ; standing armies 
* [This paragraph appears in Editions H to P as a footnote. ] 
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to arbitrary government ; and the glory of God to the tem- 
poral interest of the clergy. The fear of an everlasting de- 
sti-iiction of credit, allowing it to be an evil, is a needless 
bugbear. A prudent man, in reality, would rather lend to 
the public immediately after we had taken a spunge to our 
debts, than at present ; as much as an opulent knave, even 
though one could not force him to pay, is a preferable debtor 
to an honest bankrupt : For the former, in order to carry on 
business, may find it his interest to discharge his debts, 
where they are not exorbitant : The latter has it not in his 
power. The reasoning of Tacitus,^ as it is eternally true, is 
very applicable to our present case. 8ed vulgus ad magnitu- 
dinem beneficiorum aderat * StuUissimus guisque pectmiis merca- 
hatur : Apiid sapientes cassa hahehantur^ quo neque dari neque 
accipij scdva republican poterant. The public is a debtor, whom 
no man can oblige to pay. The only check which the 
creditors have upon her, is the interest of preserving credit ; 
an interest, which may easily be overbalanced by a great 
debt, and by a difficult and extraordinary emergence, even 
supposing that credit irrecoverable. Not to mention, that a 
present necessity often forces states into measures, which are, 
strictly speaking, against their interest. 

These two events, supposed above, are calamitous, but not 
the most calamitous. Thousands are thereby sacrificed to 
the safety of millions. But we are not without danger, that 
the contrary event may take place, and that millions may be 
sacrificed for ever to the temporary safely of thousands.^ 
Our popular government, perhaps, will render it difficult or 
dangerous for a minister to venture on so desperate an ex- 
pedient, as that of a voluntary bankruptcy. And though the 
house of Lords be altogether composed of proprietors of land, 
and the house of Commons chiefly ; and consequently neither 


* Hist. lib. 111 . 55. 

2 I hare heard it has been computed, 
that all the creditors of the public, na- 
tives and foreigners, amount only to 
17,000 These make a figure at pre- 
sent on their income , but, m case of a 
pubhc bankruptcy, would, in an instant, 
become the lowest, as well as the most 
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and authority of the landed gentry an<l 
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event a very near period, such as half a 
century, had not our fathers’ prophecies 
of this kind been already found falla- 
cious, by the duration of our public 
credit, so much beyond <ill reasonable 
expectation. When the astrologers in 
France were every year foretelling the 
death of Henry IV. Tk(‘,^e fellow^ says 
he, ^mist he right at Uibt Wo shall, 
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of tEein can be supposed to have great property in the funds ; 
yet the connections of the members may be so great with 
the proprietors, as to render them more tenacious of public 
faith, than prudence, policy, or even justice, strictly speaking, 
requires. And perhaps too, our foreign enemies ^ may be so 
politic as to discover, that our safety lies ^ n despair, and may 
not, therefore, show the danger, open and barefaced, till it be 
inevitable. The balance of power in Europe, our grand- 
fathers, our fathers, and we, have all deemed too unequal to 
be preserved without our attention and assistance. But our 
children, weary of the struggle, and fettered with incum- 
brances, may sit down secure, and see their neighbours 
oppressed and conquered ; till, at last, they themselves and 
their creditors lie both at the mercy of the conqueror. And 
this may properly enough be denominated the violent death 
of our public credit. 

These seem to be the events, which are not very remote, 
and which reason foresees as clearly almost as she can do 
any thing that lies in the womb of time. And though the 
ancients maintained, that in order to reach the gift of pro- 
phecy, a certain divine fury or madness was requisite, one 
may safely afSrm, that, in order to deliver such prophecies as 
these, no more is necessary, than merely to be in one’s senses, 
free from the influence of popular madness and delusion. 


Essay X . — Of some Remarkaile Customs. 

I SHALL observe three remarkable customs in three celebrated 
governments; and shall conclude from the whole, that all 
general maxims in politics ought to be established with great 
caution ; and that irregular and extraordinary appearances 
are frequently discovered in the moral, as well as in the 
physical world. The former, perhaps, we can better account 
for, after they happen, from springs and principles, of which 
every one has, within himself, ^or from observation, the^ 
strongest assurance and conviction : But it is often fully as 
impossible for human prudence, before-hand, to foresee and 
foretel them. 

I. One would think it essential to every sujireme council 
or assembly, which debates, that entire liberty of speech 

' [Editions H to P or rjther enemy (for \7e haVe but one to dread.)] 
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should be granted to every member, and that all motions or 
reasonings should be received, which can any wise tend to 
illustrate the point under deliberation. One would conclude, 
with still gi’eater assurance, that, after a motion was made, 
which was voted and approved by that assembly in which the 
legislative power is lodged, the member who made the motion 
must for ever be e:^mpted from future trial or enquiry. But 
no political maxim can, at first sight, appear more undis- 
putable, than that he must, at least, be secured from all 
inferior jurisdiction ; and that nothing less than the same 
supreme legislative assembly, in their subsequent meetings, 
could make him accountable for those motions and harangues, 
to which they had before given their approbation. But those 
axioms, however irrefragable they may appear, have all failed 
in the Athenian government, fi’om causes and principles too, 
which appear almost inevitable. 

By the fypa(j>rf Trapavoficovy or indictiftiBut of illegality ^ (though 
it has not been remarked by antiquaries or commentators) 
any man was tried and punished in a common court of judica 
ture, for any law which had passed upon his motion, in the 
assembly of the people, if that law appeared to the court 
unjust, or prejudicial to the public. Thus Demosthenes, 
finding that ship-money was levied irregularly, and that the 
poor bore the same burden as the rich in equipping the 
gallies, corrected this inequality by a vei'y useful law, which 
proportioned the expence to the revenue and income of each 
individual. He moved for this law in the assembly: he 
proved its advantages ^ ; he convinced the people, the only 
legislature in Athens ; the law passed, and was cariued into 
execution : Yet was he tried in a criminal court for that law, 
upon the complaint of the rich, who resented the alteration 
that he had introduced into the finances.^ He was indeed 
acquitted, upon proving anew the usefulness of his law- 
Cte SIPHON moved in the assembly of the peo];)le, that 
particular honours should be conferred on Demostheees, as 
on a citizen affectionat® and useful to the commonwealth : 
The people, convinced of this truth, voted those honours : Yet 
was Ctesiphon tried by the ypa<f>^ irapavopbcov. It was asserted, 
among other topics, that Demosthenes was not a good 
citizen, nor affectionate to the commonwealth : And the 
orator was called upon to defend his friend, and cousequeiitly 
^ Hj& harangue for it* is still extaut , wepl 'Xufi^^opias. - Pro Ctesipuontjj 



876 


ESSAY X. 


Mmself; which he executed by that sublime piece of elo- 
quence, that has ever since been the admiration of mankind. 

After the battle of CHiEEOXEA, a law was passed upon the 
motion of Hyperides, giving liberty to slaves, and inroUing 
them in the troops.^ On account of this law, the orator was 
afterwards tried by the indictment above-mentioned, and 
defended himself, among other topics, by that stroke cele- 
brated by Plutarch and Loitoinus. It was not J, said he, 
that moved for this law : It was the necessities of war ; it was 
the hattle of CniERONEA. The orations of Demosthenes 
abound with many instances of trials of this nature, and prove 
clearly, that nothing was more commonly practised. 

The Athenian Democracy was such a tumultuous govern- 
ment as we can scarcely form a notion of in the present age 
of the world. The whole collective body of the people voted 
in every law, without any limitation of property, without 
any distinction of rank, without controul from any magistracy 
or senate ^ ; and consequently without regard to order, jus- 
tice, or prudence. The Athenians soon became sensible of 
the mischiefs attending this constitution : But being averse 
to checking themselves by any rule or restriction, they re- 
solved, at least, to check their demagogues or counsellors, by 
the fear of fature punishment and enquiry. They accordingly 
instituted this remarkable law ; a law esteemed so essential 
to their form of government, that -®schines insists on it as a 
known truth, that, were it abolished or neglected, it were 
impossible for the Democracy to subsist,^ 

The peoi^le feared not any ill consequence to liberty from the 
authority of the criminal courts ; because these were nothing 
but very numerous juries, chosen by lot from among the 
people. And they justly considered themselves as in a state 
of perpetual pupillage ; where they had an authority, after 
they came to the use of reason, not only to retract and coii- 


' Plutabchus in vita dccem oratoi iim. 
Demosthenes gives a different account 
of this la'w Contra AmbTociTuN ot at 
II 803-4: He snys, that its purport was, 
to render the &riiJLoi iTririfioi, or to ro&lore 
the piivilcgo of Ijoaring offices to those 
who had heen declared incapahle Per- 
haps these were both clauses of the panic 
law 
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’ Li Ctesiphontem. It is remarkable, 
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of the Democracy by Cbitias and the 
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troul whatever had been determined, bnt to punish any 
guardian for measures which they had embraced by his 
persuasion. The same law had place in Thebes ; ^ and for 
the same reason. 

It appears to have been a usual practice in Athens, on the 
establishment of aipr law esteemed very useful or popular, to 
prohibit for ever its abrogation and repeal. Thus the dema- 
gogue, who diverted all the public revenues to the support of 
shows and spectacles, made it criminal so much as to move 
for a repeal of this law.^ Thus Leptines moved for a law, 
not only to recal all the immunities formerly granted, but to 
deprive the people for the future of the power of granting 
any more.^ Thus all bills of attainder'^ were forbid, or laws 
that affected one Athenian, without extending to the whole 
commonwealth. These absurd clauses, by which the legisla- 
tm'e vainly attempted to bind itself for ever, proceeded from 
an universal sense in the people of their own levity and in- 
constancy. 

II. A wheel within a wheel, such as we observe in the 
German empire, is considered by Lord Shaftesbury,® as an 
absurdity in jpolitics : But what must we say to two equal 
wheels, which govern the same political machine, without 
any mutual check, controul, or subordination ; and yet pre- 
serve the greatest harmony and concord ? To establish two 
distinct legislatures, each of which possesses full and absolute 
authority within itself, and stands in no nedd of the other’s 
assistance, in order to give validity to its acts ; this may 
appear, before-hand, altogether impracticable, as long as 
men are actuated by the passions of ambition, emulation, 
and avarice, which have hitherto been their chief governing 
principles. And should I assert, that the state I have in my 
eye was divided into two distinct factions, each of which 
predominated in a distinct legislature, and yet produced no 
clashing in these independent powers ; the supposition may 
appear incredible. And if, to augment the pai'adox, I should 
affirm, that this disjoinifed, irregular government, was the 
most active, triumphant, and illustrious commonwealth, that 
ever yet appeared ; I should certainly be told, that such a 
political chimera was as absurd as any vision of priests or 

^ Plut in vita Pejlop c 2d * Dlmost Aristocratkm, 649, 

* Eemost Olyath 1. 2. ® Essay on the freedom of wit and 

• Eexost. contra Lep'^. 457. humour, part 3. § 2. 
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poets. But there is no need for searching long, in order to 
prove the reality of the foregoing suppositions : For this was 
actually the case with the Eomaist republic. 

The legislative power was there lodged in the comitia cen- 
turiata and comiiia trihuta. In the former, it is well known, 
the people voted according to their census^ so that when the 
first class was unanimous, though it contained not, perhaps, 
the hundredth part of the commonwealth, it determined the 
whole ; and, with the authority of the senate, established a 
law. In the latter, every vote was equal ; and as the authority 
of the senate was not there requisite, the lower people entirely 
prevailed, and gave law to the whole state. In all party- 
divisions, at first between the Patricians and Plebeians, 
afterwards between the nobles and the people, the interest of 
the Aristocracy was predominant in the first legislature; that 
of the Democracy in the second : The one could always 
destroy what the other had established : Nay, the one, by 
a sudden and unforeseen motion, might take the start of the 
other, and totally annihilate its rival, by a vote, which, from 
the nature of the constitution, had the full authority of a law. 
But no such contest is observed in the history of Rome : No 
instance of a quarrel between these two legislatures ; though 
many between the parties that governed in each. Whence 
arose this concord, which may seem so extraordinary ? 

The legislature established in Rome, by the authority of 
Servius Tullius, was the comitia centuriata, which, after 
the expulsion of the kings, rendered the government, for 
some time, very aristocratical. But the j)coplo, having num- 
bers and force on their side, and being elated with frequent 
conquests and victories in their foreign wars, always prevailed 
when pushed to extremity, and first extorted from the senate 
the magistracy of the tribunes, and next the legislative 
power of the comitia trihut a, Et then behoved the nobles to 
be more careful than ever not to provoke the people. For 
beside the force which the latter were always possessed of, 
they had now got possession of l(%al authority, and could 
instantly break in pieces any order or institution which 
directly opposed them. By intrigue, by influence, by money, 
by combination, and l)y the respect paid to their character, 
the nobles might often prevail, and direct the whole machine 
of government : But had ihey openly set their comitia cen- 
turiata in opposition to the tributa, thoydiad soon lost the 
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advantage of that institntion, together with their consuls, 
prsetors, ediles, and all the magistrates elected by it. But 
the comitia tributay not having the same reason for respecting 
the centuriata, frequently repealed laws favourable to the 
Aristocracy : They limited the authority of the nobles, pro- 
tected the people fr^m oppression, and controuled the actions of 
the senate and magistracy. The c 67 ituriata found it convenient 
always to submit ; and though equal in authority, yet being 
infei’ior in power, durst never directly give any shock to the 
other legislature, either by repealing its laws, or establishing 
laws, which, it foresaw, would soon be repealed by it. 

hTo instance is found of any opposition or struggle be- 
tween these comitia; except one slight attempt of this 
kind, mentioned by Appian in the third book of his civil 
wars. Maek Anthony, resolving to deprive Decimus 
Brutus of the government of Cisalpine Gaul, railed in 
the Fonmy and called one of the comitiay in order to pre- 
vent the meeting of the other, which had been ordered by 
the senate. But affairs were then fallen into such con- 
fusion, and the Eoman constitution was so near its final 
dissolution, that no inference can be drawn from such an 
expedient. This contest, besides, was founded more on 
form than party. It was the senate who ordered the comi- 
tia tributay that they might obstruct the meeting of the 
cmturiatay which, by the constitution, or at least forms of 
the government, could alone disj^ose of provinces. 

Cicero was recalled by the comitia centiiriatay though 
banished by the trihntay that is, by a plehiscihtm * But his 
banishment, we may observe, never was considered as a 
legal deed, arising from the free choice and inclination of 
the people. It was always ascribed to the violence alone 
of Clodius, and to the disorders introduced by him into the 
government. 

in. The third custom, which we purpose to remark, 
regards Enolani); and though it be not so important as 
those which we have pmnted out in Athens and Eome, is 
no less singular and unexpected. It is a maxim in politics, 
which we readily admit as undisputed and universal, that a 
power, however great, when granted by law to an eminent 
magistrate, is not so dangerous to liberty, as an authority, 
however inconsiderable, which he acquires fiom violence 
and usurpation. • Eor, besides that the law always limits 
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every power wliicli it bestows, the very receiving it as a con- 
cession establishes the authority whence it is derived, and 
preserves the harmony of the constitution. By the same 
right that one prerogative is assumed without law, another 
may also be claimed, and another, with still greater facility ; 
while the first usurpations both serve precedents to the 
following, and give force to maintain them. Hence the 
heroism of Hampden's conduct, who sustained the whole 
violence of royal prosecution, rather than pay a tax of twenty 
shillings, not imposed by j)arliament ; hence the care of all 
English patriots to guard against the first encroachments 
of the crown ; and hence alone the existence, at this day, of 
English liberty. 

There is, however, one occasion, whore the parliament 
has departed from this maxim; and that is, in the iiressing 
of seamen. The exercise of an irregular power is here tacitly 
permitted in the crown ; and though it has frequently been 
under deliberation, how that power might be rendered legal, 
and granted, under proper restrictions, to the sovereign, no 
safe expedient could ever be proposed for that purpose ; 
and the danger to liberty always appeared greater from law 
than from usurpation. While this power is exercised to no 
other end than to man the navy, men willingly submit to 
it, from a sense of its use and necessity; and the sailors, 
who are alone affected by it, find no body to support them, 
in claiming the rights and privileges, which the law grants, 
without distinction, to all English subjects. But were this 
power, on any occasion, made an instrument of faction or 
ministerial tyranny, the opposite faction, and indeed all 
lovers of their country, would immediately take the alarm, 
and support the injured party; the libei'ty of Englishmen 
would be asserted; juries would be implacable; and the 
tools of tyranny, acting both against law and equity, would 
meet with the severest vengeance. On the other hand, 
were the parliament to grant such an authority, they would 
j)robably fall into one of these twC incoiiveniencies : They 
would either bestow it under so many restrictions as would 
make it lose its effect, by cramping the authority of the 
crown ; or they would render it so large and comprehensive, 
as might give occasion to great abuses, for which wo could, 
in that case, have no remedy. The very irregularity of the 
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practice, at present, prevents its abuses, by affording so easy 
a remedy against them. 

I pretend not, by this reasoning, to exclude all possi- 
bility of contriving a register for seamen, which might man 
the navy, without being dangerous to liberty. I only ob- 
serve, that no satisfactory scheme of that nature has yet 
been proposed. !S.ather than adopt any project hitherto 
invented, we continue a practice seemingly the most absurd 
and unaccountable. Authority, in times of fall internal 
peace and concord, is armed against law. A continued vio- 
lence is permitted in the crown, amidst the greatest jealousy 
and watchfulness in the people ; nay proceeding from those 
very principles : Liberty, in a country of the highest liberty, 
is left entirely to its own defence, without any countenance 
or protection : The wild state of nature is renewed, in one 
of the most civilised societies of mankind : And great vio- 
lence and disorder^ are committed with impunity; while 
the one party pleads obedience to the supreme magistrate, 
the other the sanction of fundamental laws. 


Essay XI . — Of the Populomness of Ancient Nations.^ 

There is very little ground, either from reason or observation, 
to conclude the world eternal or incorruptible. The continual 
and rapid motion of matter, the violent revolutions with 
which every part is agitated, the changes remarked in the 
heavens, the plain traces as well as tradition of an universal 
deluge, or general convulsion of the elements ; all these prove 
strongly the mortality of this fabric of the world, and its 
passage, by corruption or dissolution, from one state or order 
to another. It must therefore, as well as each individual 
form which it contains, have its infancy, youth, manhood, 
and old age ; and it is probable, that, in all these variations, 
man, equally with every animal and vegetable, will partake. 

• In the flourishing age of 4he world, it may be expected, that 
the human species should possess greater vigour both of 
mind and body, more prosperous health, higher spirits, longer 

» [Editions H to P * Among tho “ [For the hibt:>r}^ of tins Essay seo 
people, tho most humane and the best p, 56 ] 
natured ] 
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life, and a stronger inclination and power of generation. 
But if the general system of things, and human society of 
course, have any such gradual revolutions, they are too slovjto 
be discernible in that short period which is comprehended by 
history and tradition. Stature and force of body, length of 
life, even courage and extent of genius, seem hitherto to have 
been naturally, in all ages, pretty much tlie same. The ai*ts 
and sciences, indeed, have flourished in one period, and have 
decayed in another : But we may observe, that, at the time 
when they rose to greatest perfection among one people, they 
were perhaps totally unknown to all the neighbouring 
nations ; and though they universally decayed in one age, 
yet in a succeeding generation they again revived, and 
diffused themselves over the world. As far, therefore, as 
observation reaches, there is no universal difference discern- 
ible in the human species 5 and though it were allowed, that 
the universe, like an animal body, had a natural 
fi'om infancy to old age ; yet as it must still be uncertain, 
whether, at present, it be advancing to its point of perfection, 
or declining from it, we cannot thence presu];)pose any decay 
in human nature.' To prove, therefore, or account for that 
superior populousness of antiquity, which is commonly 
supposed, by the imaginary youth or vigour of the world, 
will scarcely be admitted by any just reasoner. These 
general physical causes ought entirely to be excluded from 
this question. 

There are indeed some more particular physical causes of 
im23ortancc. Diseases are mentioned in antiquity, which are 
almost uulmowii to modem medicine ; and new diseases have 
arisen and propagated themselves, of which there are no 
traces in ancient history. In this 2)articular wo may observe, 
upon comparison, that the disadvantage is much on the side 
of the moderns. Wot to mention some others of less moment; 
the small-pox commits such ravages, as would almost alone 
account for the great su2)eriority ascribed to ancient times. 
The tenth or the twelfth 2>art of nfankind, destroj^cd every 

* Columolla wys, lib iii cap 8 , tliiit coiitinry, wo arc .i])t to siipposo llio 
in Egypt Jiiul Afiicn tlio braiiiig (,1 ii< rl Ik'Hi iinlions nior< As those 

tw Ills was frequent, nijcl even ciistoin.ii) , two countries -wto'e ]>roviiicoM ot the 
(/emini j)artuhj(i/jiih((us,ac Jioiii.iii (inpiro, it is ililHculL, though 

11’ this was true, lluir is .ip]i 3 si- net, .illogwlluT iibsiiid, to suppose that 
cal diffen-nce botlun count ties and ages such a man us dolunieJla might be mis- 
For travellers make no such remaikson taken with regard to them 
these countries at picseiit On the « 
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generation, should make a vast difference, it may be thought, 
in the numbers of the people ; and when joined to venereal 
disj^iempers, a new plague diffused eveiy where, this disease is 
perhaps equivalent, by its constant operation, to the three 
great scourges of mankind, war, pestilence, and fomine. 
Were it certain, therefore, that ancient times were more 
populous than the "^present, and could no moral causes be 
assigned for so great a change ; these physical causes alone, 
in the opinion of many, would be sufficient to give us satis- 
faction on that head. 

But is it certain, that antiquity was so much more popu- 
lous, as is pretended? The extravagancies of Vossius, with 
regard to this subject, are well known. But an author of 
much greater genius and discernment has ventured to affirm, 
that, according to the best computations which these subjects 
win admit of, there are not now, on the face of the earth, the 
fiftieth part of mankind, which existed in the time of Julius 
C^SAE.^ It may easily be observed, that the comparison, in 
this ease, must be imperfect, even though we confine ourselves 
to the scene of ancient history; Eueope, and the nations 
round the MEDiTEEEANEAijr. We know not exactly the 
numbers of any Eueope an kingdom, or even city, at present: 
How can we pretend to calculate those of ancient cities and 
states, whei'e historians have left us such imperfect traces ? 
For my part, the matter appears to me so uncertain, that, as 
I intend to throw together some refiections on that head, I 
shall intermingle the enquiry conceniing causes with that 
concerning facts ; which ought never to be admitted, where 
the facts can be ascertained with any tolerable assurance. 
Wo shall, first ^ consider whether it be probable, from what 
we know of the situation of society in both periods, that 
antiquity must have been more poiralous ; secondly ^ whether 
in reality it was so. If I can make it appear, that the con- 
clusion is not so certain as is pretended, in favour of antiquity, 
it is all I aspire to. 

• In general, we may observe, that the question, with regard 
to the comparative populousness of ages or kingdoms, implies 
important consequences, and commonly determines concern- 
ing the preference of their whole police, theii* manners, and 
the constitution of their government. For as there is in all 
men, both male and female, a desire and power of generation, 
* tSee also de Louv, hv. xxiii, cap 17, 18, 19 
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more active than is ever universally exerted, the restraints, 
which they lie under, must proceed from some difiSculties in 
their situation, which it belongs to a wise legislature carefully 
to observe and remove. Almost every man who thinks he 
can maintain^ family will have one ; and the human species, 
at this rate of propagation, would more than double every 
generation.' How fast do mankind multiply in every colony 
or new settlement ; where it is an easy matter to provide for 
a family ; and where men are nowise straitened or confined, 
as in long established governments ? History tells us fre- 
quently of plagues, which have swept away the third or 
fourth part of a people: Yet in a generation or two, the 
destruction was not perceived ; and the society had again 
acquired their former number. The lands which were culti- 
vated, the houses built, the commodities raised, the riches 
acquired, enabled the people, who escaped, immediately to 
marry, and to rear families, which supplied the place of those 
who had perished.^ And for a like reason, every wise, just, 
and mild government, by rendering the condition of its sub- 
jects easy and secure, will always abound most in people, as 
well as in commodities and riches.® A country, indeed, 
whose climate and soil are fitted for vines, will naturally be 
more populous than one which produces corn only, and that 
more populous than one which is only fitted for pasturage. 
In general, wgirni climates, as the necessities of the in- 
habitants are there fewer, and vegetation more j)Owerful, 
are likely to be most populous : But if everything else be 
equal, it seems natural to expect, that, wherever there are 
most happiness and virtue, and the wisest institutions, there 
will also be most people. 

The question, therefore, concerning the populousness of 
ancient and modern times, being allowed of great import- 
ance, it will be requisite, if we would bring it to some 
determination, to compare both the domestic and ])oJltical 
situation of these two periods, in order to judge of the facts 


* [Editions II to W add Wero every 
one coupled as soon us Iio eomes to tho 
age of puljoity ] 

® Tins too IS a good reason vhy the 
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by tbeir moral causes ; which, is the first view in which we 
proposed to consider them. 

The chief difference between the domestic coconomy of the 
ancients and that of the moderns consists in the j)ractice of 
slavery, which prevailed among the former, and which has 
been abolished for^some centuries throughout the greater 
part of Europe. Some passionate admirers of the ancients, 
and zealous partizans of civil liberty, (for these sentiments, 
as they are, both of them, in the main, extremely just, are 
found to be almost inseparable) cannot forbear regretting 
the loss of this institution ; and whilst they brand all sub- 
mission to the government of a single person with the 
harsh denomination of slavery, they would gladly reduce 
the greater part of mankind to real slavery and subjection. 
But to one who considers coolly on the subject it wiU appear, 
that human nature, in general, really enjoys more liberty at 
present, in the most arbitrary government of Europe, than 
it ever did during the most ffourishing period of ancient 
times. As much as submission to a petty prince, whose 
dominions extend not beyond a single city, is more grievous 
than obedience to a great monarch; so much is domestic 
slavery more cruel and oppressive than any civil subjection 
whatsoever. The more the master is removed from us in 
place and rank, the greater liberty we enjoy ; the less are 
our actions inspected and controled; and the fainter that 
cruel comparison becomes between our own subjection, and 
the freedom, and even dominion of another. The remains 
which are found of domestic slavery, in the American colo- 
nies, and among some European nations, would never surely 
create a desire of rendering it more universal. The little 
humanity, commonly observed in persons, accustomed, fr’om 
their infancy, to exercise so groat authority over their fellow- 
creatures, and to trample upon human nature, were sufficient 
alone to disgust us with that unbounded dominion. Nor 
can a more probable reason be assigned for the severe, I 
might say, barbarous maimers of ancient times, than the 
j)ractice of domestic slavery ; by which every man of rank 
was rendered a petty tyrant, and educated amidst the flat- 
tery, submission, and low debasement of his slaves. 

According to ancient practice, all checks were on the 
inferior, to restrain him to the duly of submission ; none on 
the superior, to engage him to the reciprocal duties of gentle- 
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ness and linmanity. In modern times, a bad servant finds 
not easily a good master, nor a bad master a good servant ; 
and the checks are mutual, suitably to the inviolable and 
eternal laws of reason and equity. 

The custom of exposing old, useless, or sick slaves in an 
island of the Tyber, there to starve, se^ms to have been 
pretty common in Eome ; and whoever recovered, after 
having been so exposed, had his liberty given him, by an 
edict of the emperor Claudius ; in which it was likewise 
forbidden to kill any slave merely for old age or sickness.^ 
But supposing that this edict was strictly obeyed, would it 
better the domestic treatment of slaves, or render their 
lives much more comfortable? We may imagine what others 
would jDractise, when it was the professed maxim of the 
elder Cato, to sell his superannuated slaves for ’any price, 
rather than maintain what he esteemed a useless burden.^ 
The ergasiulciy or dungeons, where slaves in chains were 
forced to work, were very common all over Italy. Colu- 
mella^ advises, that they be always built under ground; 
and recommends'* it as the duty of a careful overseer, to call 
over every day the names of these slaves, like the mustering 
of a regiment or ship^s comiiany, in order to know presently 
when any of them had deserted. A proof of the frequency 
of these ergastula, and of the great number of slaves usually 
confined in them.^ 

A chained slave for a porter, was usual in Eome, as appears 
from Ovifi,^^ and other authors.'^ Had not these peoj)le shaken 
oiT all sense of compassion towards that unhappy part of 
their species, would they have presented their friends, at 
the first entrance, with such an image of the severity of the 
master, and misery of the slave? 

hTothing so common in all trials, even of civil causes, as to 
call for the evidence of slaves ; which was always extorted 
by the most exquisite torments. Demosthenes says,^ that, 
wliere it was possible to produce, for the same fiict, cither 
freemen or slaves, as witnesses, the judges always iireferred 
the torturing of slaves, as a more certain evidence.*’ 

' SuEToNiTTS in Yit.'i Olaih)!!, 2.'5 Amol* bb i el(g 0 

^ Pltjt in Mta CvroNis, i ’ SiriTON, cletUu is 3 So also 
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Seneca draws a picture of that disorderly luxury, which 
changes day into night, and night into day, and inverts 
evesy stated hour of every office in life. Among other 
circumstances, such as displacing the meals and times of 
bathing, he mentions, that, regularly about the third hour 
of the night, the neighbours of one, who indulges this false 
refinement, hear the noise of whips and lashes ; and, upon 
enquiry, find that he is then taking an account of the con- 
duct of his servants, and giving them due correction and 
discipline. This is not remarked as an instance of cruelty, 
but only of disorder, which even in actions the most usual 
and methodical, changes the fixed hours that an established 
custom had assigned for them.' 

But our present business is only to consider the influence 
of slavery on the populousness of a state. It is pretended, 
that, in this pax'tieular, the ancient practice had infinitely 
the advantage, and was the chief cause of that extreme popu- 
lousness, which is supposed in those times. At present, all 
masters discourage the marrying of their male servants, and 
admit not by any means the marriage of the female, who 
are then supposed altogether incapacitated for their service. 
But where the propex'ty of the servants is lodged in the 
mastei’, their max’xiage foxuns his riches, and bxungs him a 
succession of slaves that supply the place of those whom age 
and infix’mity have disabled. He encourages, therefore, their 
propagation as much as that of his cattle; rears the young 
with the same care; and educates them to some art or 
calling, which may render them moi’e useful or valuable to 
him. The opulent are, by this policy, interested in the being 
at least, though not in the well-being of the poor; and 
eni’ich themselves, by encreasing the number and industry 


tins ovkIpiico so certain astlio testimony 
of freo-ciLizens. P/e Ca'lio, 28 
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of those who are subjected to them. Each man, being a 
sovereign in his own family, has the same interest with regard 
to it, as the prince with regard to tlie state ; and has not, 
like the prince, any opposite motives of ambition or vain- 
glory, which may lead him to depopulate his little sovereignty. 
All of it is, at all times, under his eye and he has leisure 
to inspect the most minute detail of the marriage and edu- 
cation of his subjects.^ 

Such are the consequences of domestic slavery, according 
to the first aspect and appearance of things ; But if we enter 
more deeply into the subject, we shall perhaps find reason to 
retract our hasty determinations. The comparison is shock- 
ing between the management of human creatures and that 
of cattle; but being extremely just, when applied to the 
present subject, it may be proper to trace the consequences 
of it. At the capital, near all great cities, in all populous, 
rich, industrious imovinces, few cattle are bred. Provisions, 
lodging, attendance, labour ax'e there dear ; and men find 
their account better in buying the cattle, after they come 
to a certain age, from the remoter and cheaper countries. 
These are consequently the only breeding countries for 
cattle ; and by a parity of reason, for men too, when the 
latter are put on the same footing with the former. To 
rear a child in London, till he could be serviceable, would 
cost much dearer, than to buy one of the same age fiom 
Scotland or Ieeland ; where he had been bred in a cottage, 
covered with rags, and fed on oatmeal or potatoes. Those 
who had slaves, therefore, in all the richer and more popu- 
lous counti’ies, would discourage the pregnancy of the 
females, and either prevent or destroy the birth. The human 
species would perish in those places where it ought to 
encrease the fastest; and a perpetual recruit be wanted 
from the poorer and more desert provinces. Such a con- 
tinued drain would tend mightily to depopulate the state, 
and render great cities ten times more destructive than with 
us ; where every man is master of himself, and provides for^ 
his children from the powerful instinct of nature, not the 

^ "We may lieiv observe, tliat if do- humour or inteiest, may mako Ms sUa'os 
niLStie slciver\ leally cnoreased popu- very unhappy, yet be careful, from in- 
lousne^fa, it Would ho an exeepfion to teie&t, to inereastj their number. Thoir 
the goneiM ruli , (lut tlic li-ippmoss of maiungc is no! a matter of choice with 
any society <nul its populoiisiuss are them, moio than any other action of 
necessary attindaiiis A ma&tcr fium their lift* 
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calculations of sordid interest. If Londoi^, at present, with- 
out mucli encreasing, needs a yearly recruit from tlie country, 
of SOOO people, as is usually computed, what must it require, 
if the greater part of the tradesmen and common j)eople 
were slaves, and were hindered from breeding by their 
avaricious masters 

All ancient authors tell us, that there was a perpetual flux 
of slaves to Italy from the remoter j)rovinces, particularly 
Syuia, Cilicia,^ Cappadocia, and the Lesser Asia, Thpace, 
and JEotpt : Yet the number of people did not encrease in 
Italy; and writers complain of the continual decay of 
industry and agriculture.^ Where then is that extreme 
fei^tility of the Eoman slaves, which is commonly supposed? 
So far j&rom multiplying, they could not, it seems, so much 
as keep up the stock, without immense recruits. And though 
gi’eat numbers were continually manumitted and converted 
into Eoman citizens, the numbers even of these did not 
encrease,^ till the freedom of the city was communicated to 
foreign provinces. 

The term for a slave, born and bred in the family, was 
verna "^ ; and these slaves seem to have been entitled by custom 


* Ten tlioiisand feUves in a day liavo 
often been sold iortho uso of the Humans, 
at DiLUS in Cilicia Stilibo, lib. xi\., 
C68. 

® Columella, lib i pro<s/7i, et cap 2, 
et 7- Vahro, lib ni cap. 1. Horat, 
Jib li. od 15. Tacit, aniial lib in. 
cap 54 SuETON. 1)1 vvta Aua. cap. xlii. 
Plin lib XYiii, cap. 13. 

® Mtiiorc indm plebe tiujeima, says 
Tacitus, anix. lib. iv. cap. 27. 

* As se) ms was the name of the genus, 
and verna of the species, without any 
conelative, this forms a strong pro- 
sumi>tion, that the latter wore by iar 
the least numerous. It is an unnorsal 
obfecmation which we may foim upon 
language, that where two related parts 
of a whole bear any ijroportion to each 
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''there are always correlative terms 
vented, which answer to both the parts, 
and express their mutual lelation. If 
they bear no proportion to each other, 
the term is only invented for the less, 
and marks its distinction from the whole 
Tlius man and womaii, jnaster .ind ser- 
vant, Jather and son, inincc and sithjat, 
sti anger and citizen, aie correlative 
terms. But the words, 'ieaman, car- 


^cnier, sinitli, tuilo) , &c have no corre- 
spondent terms, wliicli express those 
who aie no seamen, or caipentcrs, 
Languages drfter very much wnth regard 
to the particular words where this dis- 
tinction obtains , aiicl may thence afford 
very strong inferences, concerning tJie 
manners and customs of different na- 
tions. The military government of the 
Eoman emperors had exalted the soldiery 
so high, that they balanced all the other 
orders of the state: lienee 7nihs and 
paga7ius became relative terms , a thing, 
till then, unknown to ancient, and still 
so to modern languages Modern super- 
stition exalted the clorg}- so high, that 
they overbalanced the whole state 
Hence elergg and taifg are terms opposed 
m all modern languages , .ind in these 
alone. Aid from the same principles 
I infer, that if the number of slaves 
bought by the Eojl^ns from foieign 
couiitnes, had not extremely exceeded 
those which were bred at homo, vttna 
would liave had a correlative, winch 
would have expressed the former species 
of slaves But these, it wonM vtm, 
composed the mam bod;> of the ancient 
slaves, and the latter were but a few 
exceptions 
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to privileges and indulgences beyond others ; a sufficient 
reason why the masters would not be fond of rearing many 
of that kindd Whoever is acquainted with the maxims of 
our planters, will acknowledge the justness of this observa- 
tion.2 

Attious is much praised by his historian for the care, 
which he took in recruiting his family from the slaves born 
in it®: May we not thence infer, that this practice was not 
then very common ? 

The names of slaves in the Greek comedies, Syrus, 
Mysus, Geta, Thrax, Davus, Ltdus, Phryx, &c. afford a 
j)resumption, that, at Athens at least, most of the slaves 
were imported from foreign countries. The Athenians, says 
Strabo,'* gave to their slaves, either the names of the nations 
whence they were bought, as Lydus, Syrus ; or the names 
that were most common among those nations, as Manes or 
Midas to a Phrygian, Tibias to a Paphlagonian. 

Demosthenes, having mentioned a law which forbad any 
man to strike the slave of another, praises the humanity of 
this law ; and adds, that, if the barbarians from whom tho 
slaves were bought, had information, that their countrymen 
met with such gentle treatment, they would entertain a great 
esteem for the Athenians.® Isocrates® too insinuates, that 
the slaves of the Greeks were generally or very commonly 
barbarians.^ Ai^istotle in his Politics® plainly supposes, that a 


^ Ver^m is tisod by Romak wi’iters as 
a word equivalent to bcurm, on account 
of the petulance and impudence of thoso 
slaves hlABT lib 1 . ep 42 Houace 
also moutions the vernts procaecs , and 
Petronixjs, cap 21 vamda urhanitas, 
Seneca, dc ‘piovid. cap. 1 mrnularum 
licentia, 

^ It IS computed m the West Indies, 
that a stock of slaves groiv worse five 
cent, every year, unless now slaves 
bo bought to recruit thorn They aro 
not able to keep up tboir number, even 
in those warm countries, where cloaths 
and provisions are so easily got How- 
much more must tins happen m Enno- 
PEAN countiies, and in or near gre«xt 
cities?^ I shall add, that, from tho 
experience of our planters, slavery is as 
little advantageous to tlie master as to 
tho slave, wherever hired servants can 


be procured A man is obliged to cloatli 
and feed his slave, and bo does no more 
for his soivaut Tho pneo of tho first 
purchase is, tliorcforo, so much loss to 
km not to mention, that the fear of 
piimslimont will never draw so much 
labour from a slave, as tho dread of 
being turned oft* and notgetliiiganoilier 
sorvico, will from a frooraan. 

® CouN Nepos 111 vita Atttci. Wo 
may remark, that Atticus’s estate lay 
chiefly m Epiit us, which, being a remote, 
desolate place, woultl lender it profitablo 
fo:|^him to rear s Lives there. ^ 

•* Lib, vii , 301 

* In hliDiAM, p 221, ox edit Aim. 

Paneg^r [See p. o9 ] 

^ [The lomamdor of this paragraph 
was added in Edition M ] 

Lil). vii. cap. 10, sub fin. 


[The remainder of this note was added in Ed. R ] 
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slave is always a foreigner. The ancient comic writers repre- 
sented the slaves as sj)eaMng a barbarous language.^ This 
wiis an imitation of nature. 

It is well knowji that Demosthejstbs, in his nonage, had 
been defrauded of a large foi’tune by his tutors, and that 
afterwards he recovered, by a prosecution at law, the value 
of his patrimony, fcs orations, on that occasion, stiU remain, 
and contain an exact detail of the whole substance left by his 
father, 2 in money, merchandise, houses, and slaves, together 
with the value of each particular. Among the rest were 62 
slaves, handicraftsmen, namely, 32 sword-cutlers, and 20 
cabinet-makers^; all males; not a word of any wives, children 
or family, which they certainly would have had, had it been 
a common practice at Athens to breed from the slaves : 
And the value of the whole must have much dejpended on 
that circumstance. No female slaves are even so much as 
mentioned, except some house-maids, who belonged to his 
mother. This argument has great force, if it be not altogetlier 
conclusive. 

Consider this passage of Peutaech,'^ speaking of the Elder 
Cato. ^ He had a great number of slaves, whom he took 
^ care to buy at the sales of prisoners of war ; and he chose 
‘ them young, that they might easily be accustomed to any 
^ diet or manner of life, and be instructed in any business or 

^ labom', as men teach any thing to young dogs or horses. 

^ And esteeming love the chief source of all disorders, he 
^ allowed the male slaves to have a commerce with the female 
‘ in his family, upon paying a ceitiain sum for this privilege : 

^ But he strictly prohibited all intrigues out of his family.’ 
Are there any symptoms in this namition of that care which 
is supposed in the ancients, of the marriage and i)ro]3agatiou 
of their slaves ? If that w^as a common practice, founded on 
general interest, it would surely have been embraced by Cato, 
who was a great ceconomist, and lived in times when the 
ancient frugality and simplicity of manners were still in 
credit and reputation. • 

It is expressly remarked by the writers of the Roman law, 
that scarcely any ever purchase slaves with a view of breeding 
from them.® 

^ Aristoph E(|iiites 1 17 The KXtvoiroioii m.ikcris of Ltil-s 

ancient scholiast remarks on tins pas- which the ancients lay upon at iiital- 
sage ^ap^api^ei BovXos * In vita Catonis, 21 

^ In Apkobutti orat, 1-%816. ^ ‘Non temeie aucilla' ejut ru cacta 
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Our lackeys and koiise -maids, I own, do not serve much, to 
multiply their species : But the ancients, besides those who 
attended on their person, had almost all their labour p^^r- 
formed, ^ and even manufactures executed, by slaves, who 
lived, many of them, in their family ; and some great men 
possessed to the number of 10,000. If there be any suspicion, 
therefore, that this institution was unfavourable to propaga- 
tion, (and the same reason, at least in part, holds with regard 
to ancient slaves as modem servants) how destructive must 
slavery have proved? 

History mentions a Eoman nobleman, who had 400 slaves 
under the same roof with him ; And having been assassinated 
at home by the furious revenge of one of them, the law was 
executed with rigour, and all without exception were put to 
death.^ Many other Eomax noblemen had families equally, 
or more numerous ; and I believe every one will allow, that 
this would scarcely be practicable, wore we to suppose all the 
slaves married, and the females to be breeders.^ 

So early as the poet Hesiob,^ married slaves, whether 
male or female, were esteemed inconvenient. How much 
more, where families had encreased to such an enormous size 
as in Eome, and where the ancient simplicity of manners 
was banished from all ranks of people ? 

Xenophox in his Ooconomics, where he gives directions 


comparantur ut paruSlit ’ Digest, lib 5 
tit 3 dchcBied petit le.v27. The follow- 
ing texts arc to the same purpose ‘ Sp,i- 
douem morbosum non cs&o, iicquo vitio- 
feum, verms mihi vicletnr, sod s.inum 
e&so, siciiti ilium qiu unum tcstieuliini 
hcibct, epu ctiam guncrare potest ’ Di- 
gest lib. 2 tit, 1 dc cedilitio edict <>, Ie.x\ 
6 § 2 ‘ Siu an torn quis ita spa<lo sit, 

ut tarn necessaria pars corporis penitus 
.ib&it, morbo&us cst’ Id lex 7 1 1 is 

impotonco, it seems, was only regarded 
so far as his health or life might bo 
alfectod l)y it. In other respects, he 
was full as valuable The same 
leasoning is employed with logard to 
It male slaves. ‘ Quieritiir do ca mulime 
qu!u semper luortuos paril, an moibosa 
sit? et ait Sabiuus, si \Tilvje vitio hoc 
contingit, morbosam osho’ Id lex 14 
It has evou bteii doubUil, w'hetlur a 
woman pregnant was morbid or viti.ited, 
aud it is determined, that she is sound, 
not on account of the value of her oft- 
sprmg, but because it is the natural 


part or office of women to bear chil- 
dren ‘ Si mulier prsugnaus vcnorit, 
inter omnes coiivcnit sanam earn csso. 
Maxiiniiin emm ac praecipuum munus 
fcBiniiiarum accipero ac tuori eoiicoptum. 
PiKTperam qiioqiie sanam esse , si modo 
mini extriuseciis .iccedit, quod corpus 
opis 111 aliquam^aletudincraimmitterot. 
l)c Merili Coclius di.stingueio Trcbatinm 
dicit, ut si natiira storilis sit, sana sit , 
SI vitio corporis, contia.’ Jd. 

* [And even maniifacUircs executed , 
added in Edition Q, ] 

Tacit, ann, hb. xiv cap. 43. 

® The slaves m the groat houses had 
littlt rooms assigned to thorn, Ctillod 
ceUce Whence the name of cdl was 
transfeirod to the monks loom in a con- 
vent See farther on tins head, Just. 
Lipsius, Saturn. 1 cap. 14, These form 
strong pr(‘sump1ion& against the mar- 
riage aud propagation of the family 
slaves 

Opera ct Dies, 405, also 602. 
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for tlie managenienfc of a farm, recommends a strict care and 
attention of laying the male and the female slaves at a dis- 
tance from each other. He seems not to suppose that they 
are ever married. The only slaves among the Greeks that 
appear to have continued their own race, were the Helotes, 
who had houses ajpart, and were more the slaves of the 
public than of individuals.^ 

^ The same author^ tells us that Nioias’s overseer, by 
agreement with his master, was obliged to pay him an 
obolus a day for each slave ; besides maintaining them, and 
keeping up the number. Had the ancient slaves been all 
breeders, this last circumstance of the contract had been 
superfluous. 

The ancients talk so frequently of a fixed, stated portion 
of provisions assigned to each slave, ^ that we are naturally 
led to conclude, that slaves lived almost all single, and 
received that portion as a kind of board-wages. 

The practice, indeed, of marrying slaves seems not to have 
been veiy common, even among the country-labourers, where 
it is more naturally to be expected. Cato,^ enumex-ating the 
slaves requisite to labour a vineyard of a hundred acres, 
makes them amount to 15 ; the overseer and his vriie^villicus 
and vilUccty and 18 male slaves ; for an olive plantation of 
240 acres, the overseer and his ^vife, and 11 male slaves; and 
so in proportion to a greater or less plantation or vineyard. 

Varro,® quoting this passage of Cato, allows his compu- 
tation to be just in every respect, except the last. For as it is 
requisite, says he, to have an ovei'seer and his wife, whether 
the vineyard or plantation be gi’eat or small, this must alter 
the exactness of the propoi*tion. Had Cato’s computation 
been erroneous in any other i^espect, it had certainly been 
corrected by Varro, who seems fond of discovering so trivial 
an error. 

The same author,^ as well as Columella,® recommends 
it as requisite to give a wife to the overseer, in order to 
attach him the more stx>ngly to his master's service. This 


' Stiiabo, lib viii 365 epibt. 80 

2 [Tins par,jgr«iph T;^<as added in Edi- ® De re ni&t. cap 10, 11. 
tiou K ] Lib 1 cdp 18. 

® Doratione redituimi, 4,14 ^ Lib i. cap. 17. 

♦ See Cato de re rustica, cap. 66 ^ Lib, j. cap- 18 

Donatus in Phormion, ^ 1,9. Senecae 
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was therefore a peculiar indulgence granted to a slave, in 
whom so great confidence was reposed. 

In the same place, Vauuo mentions it as an useful pre- 
caution, not to buy too many slaves from the same nation, 
lest they beget factions and seditions in the family ; A pre- 
sumption, that in Italy, the greater part, even of the country 
labouring slaves, (for he speaks of no (Jther) were bought 
from the remoter provinces. All the world knows, that the 
family slaves in Eome, who were instruments of show and 
luxury, were commonly imported from the east. JTocpro/c- 
cere, says Pliny, speaking of the jealous care of masters, 
manci]piovum leyionesy et in domo hirha exteTna, ac servonm 
qiioque cemset nomondaior adhibendus.^ 

It is indeed recommended by Vaero,^ to propagate young 
shepherds in the family from the old ones. For as grasiiig 
farms were commonly in remote and cheap places, and each 
shepherd lived in a cottage apart, his marriage and encrease 
were not liable to the same ineonveniencies as in dearer 
places, and where many servants lived in the family ; which 
was universally the case in such of the Eoman fai^ms as 
produced wine or corn. If we consider this exception with 
regard to shepherds, and weigh the reasons of it, it will 
serve for a strong confirmation of all our foregoing suspicions.^ 

Columella,* I own, advises the master to give a reward, 
and even liberty to a female slave, that had roared him 
above three children ; A j)roof that sometimes the ancients 
propagated from theii* slaves ; which, indeed, cannot be 
denied. Wore it otherwise, the practice of slavery, being 
so common in antiquit}", must have been destructive to a 
degree which no expedient could repair. All I pretend to 
infer from these reasonings is, that slavery is in general 
disadvantageous both to the happiness and populousness of 
mankind, and that its place is much better supplied by the 
practice of hired servants. 

The laws, or, as some writers call them, the seditions of 
the Geacohi, were occasioned by th^ir observing the encrease * 
of slaves all over Italy, and the diminution of free citizens. 
Appian^ ascribes this encrease to the jiropagation of the 

* Lib xxxiii. cap 1. So likewi.so ^ Pastoiis tluri o&t liic films, ille 
Tacitus, awwff/ lib XIV cap 11 [Tins bubiilci Juvjsn, sal. 11, 151. 
referenco to Tacitus wb added iii Edi- Lib i cap. 8. 

tion K ] ® Do bel. civ lib. i 7. 

" Lib. 11 . cap. 10. f 
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slaves: Plutauch* to blie j>arcLasing of barbarians, ^lio 
were chained and imprisoned, ^ap^apuca Bs<rfjLo}T7]pLa,- It is 
tp be presumed that both causes concurred. 

SioiLT, says Floetjs,^ was full of ergastida, and was cul- 
tivated by labourers in chains. Bunus and Athenio 
excited the servile war, by breaking up these monstrous 
prisons, and giviig liberty to C0,000 slaves. The yomiger 
PoMPET augmented his army in Spaik by the same expe- 
dient.^ If the country laboui'ers, throughout the RoMAisr 
empire, were so generally in this situation, and if it was 
difficult or impossible to find separate lodgings for the 
families of the city servants, how unfavourable to propa- 
gation, as well as to humanity, must the institution of 
domestic slavery be esteemed? 

CoirsTANTiiTOPLE, at present, requires the same recruits 
of slaves from all the provinces, that Rome did of old ; and 
these provinces are of consequence far from being populous. 

Egypt, according to Mons. Maillet, sends continual colo- 
nies of black slaves to the other parts of the Turkish empire ; 
and receives annually an equal return of white ; The one 
brought from the inland parts of Afeica i the other from 
Mingrelia, Circassia, and Tartary. 

Our modern convents are, no doubt, bad institutions : But 
there is reason to suspect, that anciently every great family 
in Italy, and probably in other parts of the world, was a 
species of convent. And though we have reason to condemn 
all those popish iustitutions, as nm'series® of superstition, 
burthensome to the public, and oppressive to the poor pri- 
soners, male as well as female 5 yet may it be questioned 
whether they be so destructive to the populousness of a state, 
as is commonly imagined. Were the land, which belongs 
to a convent, bestowed on a nobleman, he would spend its 


* In vita Tib. & C Gnvcciii 

* To the same purpose is that passage 
of the elder Sjbneca, ex controversia 5, 
hb V ‘ Arata quondam populis nira, 
singulorum ergastiilorum sunt •Litius- 
que nunc villici, quam olini reges, iin- 
porant. At nunc e<idem/ says Peiny, 
‘ ^incti pedes, damnattie manus,insenpti 
vultus oxerccnt.’ Lib. xviii cap 3 So 
also Mautial 

'Et sonot mnumera compode Thusciis 
ager,’ Lib. ix ep 23. 

And Lucan. ‘Turn longos jungcre 
fines ^ 


Agiorum, et quondam duro sulcata 
Camilli 

Vomere, ct antiquas Cuiiorum passa 
ligonts 

Longa sub ignotis oxtendero rura 
colonis* Lib. 1 167. 

‘Viucto fof-sore coluntur 
Uespenae segetes. ’ Lib ni 402 

Lib 111 . cap. 19 
Id lib IT cap 8 

® [Of the most abject supeT-^tition 
Editions H to P 1 
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revenue on dogs, horses, grooms, footmen, cooks, and house- 
maids ; and his family would not furnish, many more citizens 
than the convent. ^ 

The common reason, why any parent thrusts his daughters 
into nunneries, is, that he may not be overburthened with 
too numerous a family; but the ancients had a method 
almost as innocent, and more eflfectual t& that purpose, to 
wit, exposing their children in early infancy. This practice 
was very common ; and is not spoken of by any author of 
those times with the horror it deserves, or scarcely' even 
with disapprobation. PLUTAnen, the humane, good-natured 
Plutaeoh,^ mentions it as a merit in Attalus, king of 
Peeoamus, that he murdered, or, if you will, exposed all 
his own children, in order to leave his ciown to the son of 
his brother, Eumenes ; signalizing in this manner his grati- 
tude and affection to Eumenbs, who had left him his heir 
preferably to that son. It was Solon, the most celebrated 
of the sages of Greece, that gave parents permission by 
law to kill their children.^ 

Shall we then allow these two circumstances to compen- 
sate each other, to wit, monastic vows, and the exposing of 
children, and to be unfavourable, in equal degrees, to the 
propagation of mankind ? I doubt the advantage is here on 
the side of antiquity. Perhaps, by an odd connexion of 
causes, the barbarous j>ractice of the ancients might rather 
render those times more pojnilous. By removing the terrors 
of too numerous a family it would engage many people in 
marriage ; and such is the force of natural affection, that 
very few, in couiiDarison, would have resolution enough, 
when it came to the push, to carry into execution their 
former intentions. 

China, the only coiiiiiry where this practice of exposing 
children prevails at present, is the most populous country 
we know off; and every man is married before he is twenty. 
Such early mariiages could scarcely be general, had not 
men the prosi>ect of so easy a method of getting rid of their 
children. I own tliat ^ Plutarch speaks of it as a very 
general maxim of the poor to expose their children ; and 

' Tacitus liLimcs it Do moiil> flim cliildmi Do ira, lil) i cap 1.'5. 
Germ. 3 9 ^ Skxt Emp lib iii. cap 24 

^ Be fraterno amoro Senlca also * Do amore prolis 
approves of tho exposing of sickly m- , 
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as the rich were then averse to marriage, on account of the 
courtship they met with from those who expected legacies 
from them, the public must have been in a bad situation 
between them.^ 

Of all sciences there is none, where first appearances are 
more deceitful than in politics. Hospitals for foundlings 
seem favourable tJ the encrease of numbers ; and perhaps, 
may be so, when kept under proper restrictions. But when 
they oj)en the door to every one, without distinction, they 
have probably a contrary effect, and are pernicious to the 
state. It is computed, that every ninth child born at Paeis, 
is sent to the hospital ; though it seems certain, according 
to the common course of human affairs, that it is not a 
hundredth child whose parents are altogether incapacitated 
to rear and educate him. The ® great difference, for health, 
industry, and morals, between an education in an hospital 
and that in a pi'ivate family, should induce us not to make 
the entrance into the former too easy and engaging. To 
kill one’s own child is shocking to nature, and must there- 
fore be somewhat unusual ; but to turn over the care of him 
upon others, is very tempting to the natural indolence of 
mankind. 

Having considered the domestic life and manners of the 
ancients, compared to those of the moderns ; where, in the 
main, we seem rather suj)erior, so far as the present ques- 
tion is concerned ; we shall now examine tiie iwlitical cus- 
toms and institutions of both ages, and weigh their influence 
in retarding or forwarding the propagation of mankind. 

Before the encrease of the Eoman power, or rather till its 
full establishment, almost all the nations, which are the 
scene of ancient history, were divided into small territories 
or petty commonwealths, where of course a great equality of 


^ The practice of leaving groat sums 
of money to friends, tho’ one had near 
relations, was common m Gjreeci:«s well 
as Eomjm; as wo may gather from 
Lxjcian This piactico prevails much 
less in modern times , and Ben John- 
son’s A'o LEONE IS therofort' almost en- 
tirely extracted from antient authors, 
and suits hotter the manners of those 
times 

It may lastly he thought, that tho 
hhorty of divorces m Bvnie vas .mother 


discouragement to mariiage. Such a 
practice prevents not quarrels from 
humour^ hut rather increases them , and 
occasions also those horn i/itoesf, winch 
are much moie d.ingorous and destruc- 
tive See farther on this head, E‘'Says 
moial, political, and literaiy, Pait I 
essay XIX Perh.ips too the unnatural 
lusts of tho antients ought to he taken 
into cnnsidoiation, ns of some moment. 

- [liiliuite Editions 11 to P ] 
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fortune prevailed, and tlie center of the government was 
always very near its frontiers. 

This was the situation of affairs not only in Greece and 
Italy, but also in Spain, Gaxjl, Germany, Aerio, and a 
great part of the Lesser Asia : And it must be owned, that 
no institution could be more favourable to the propagation 
of mankind. For, though a man of an overgrown fortune, 
not being able to consume more than another, must share 
it with those who serve and attend him ; yet their posses- 
sion being precarious, they have not the same encouragement 
to marry, as if each had a small fortune, secure and indepen- 
dent. Enormous cities are, besides, destractive to society, 
beget vice and disorder of all kinds, starve the remoter 
provinces, and even starve themselves, by the prices to which 
they raise all provisions. Whore each man had his little 
house and field to himself, and each county had its capital, 
free and independent ; what a happy situation of mankind ^ 
How favourable to industry and agriculture; to marriage 
and propagation ! The prolific virtue of men, were it to act 
in its full extent, without that restraint which poverty and 
necessity imposes on it, would double the number every 
generation: And nothing surely can give it more liberty, 
than such small commonwealths, and such an equality of 
fortune among the citizens. All small states naturally pro- 
duce equality of fortune, because they afford no oj)portunitios 
of great encrease ; but small commonwealths much more, by 
that division of power and authority which is essential to them. 

When Xenophon^ returned after the famous exj^odition 
with Cyrus, he hired himself and 6000 of the Greeks into 
the service of Seuthes, a prince of Thrace ; and the articles 
of his agreement wore, that each soldier should receive a 
claric a month, each captain two clarica^ and he himself, as 
general, four : A regulation of pay wliich would not a rittlo 
surprise our modern officers. 

JOemosthenes and -ZEschines, with eight more, were scut 
ambassadors to Phili]^ of MACEi)ON,^ajid their appointments 
for above four months wore a thousand draclimas^ which is 
less than a dniclma a day for each ambassador.- But a 
drachma a day, nay sometimes two,^ Avas the pay of a common 
foot-soldier. 

* De exj ) Cyu lib vn C cmUs it .i considciMblo 

- I)EAiObr, dc Julsa laj 090. ITc Thucyd. hb#iu 17. 



POPULOUSNESS OF ANCIENT NATIONS. 


099 


A centurion among the Eohans had only double pay to a 
private man, in Polybius’s time,* and we accordingly find 
th^ gratuities after a triumph regulated by that proj)ortion.2 
But Mark Akthoky and the triumvirate gave the centu- 
rions five times the reward of the other.^ So much had the 
encrease of the commonwealth encreased the inequality 
among the citizens.® 

It must be owned, that the situation of affaii’s in modem 
times, with regard to civil liberty, as well as equality of 
fortune, is not near so favourable, either to the propagation 
or happiness of mankind. Europe is shared out mostly 
into great monarchies ; and such parts of it as are divided 
into small territories, are commonly governed by absolute 
j)rinces, who ruin their people by a mimiciT- of the greater 
monarchs, in the sj)lendor of their court and number of their 
forces. SwissERLAND alone and Holland resemble the 
ancient republics ; and though the former is far from j)OS- 
sessing any advantage either of soil, climate, or commerce, 
yet the numbers of people, with which it abounds, notwith- 
standing their enlisting themselves into every service in 
Europe, prove sufficiently the advantages of their political 
institutions. 

The ancient I’epublics derived their chief or only security 
from the numbers of their citizens. The Teachinians having 
lost great numbers of their people, the remainder, instead of 
enriching themselves by the inheritance of theii’ fellow- 
citizens, applied to Sparta, their metropolis, for a new stock 
of inhabitants. The Spartans immediately collected ten 
thousand men ; among whom the old citizens divided the 
lands of which the former proprietors had perished.® 

After Timoleon, had banished Dionysius from Syra- 
cuse, and had settled the affairs of Sicily, finding 
the cities of Syracuse and Sellinuntium extremely 
depopulated by tyranny, war, and faction, he invited over 
from Greece some new inhabitants to repeople them.® 
Immediately forty thou^nd men (Plutarch^ says sixty 
thousand) offered themselves; and he distributed so many 

^ Lib VI cap 07. cartel, mentioned afterwards, nudistinc- 

- Tit Liv lib cap 7, 13 uhhi tionin the rmsuin was made on account 
^asbim of ranks in the army. 

^ AprTA.N JDe hill, civ lib iv , 20 ® 1 )iod Sio 1i1j xii 00 Thcctd lib 

C-i:sAii ga^ o the centurion^ ten tinich iii 92. 
the gratiut;y of the common &olditr.s, 7/V ** Lion Sic lib x\i hi. 

hello Gall ICO, \ i \) viii 4 Ifi tlie Ruobiax " In i ta Tuill, 20 
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lots of land among them, to tlie great satisfaction of the 
ancient inhabitants : A proof at once of the maxims of 
ancient policy, which affected populousness more than 
riches; and of the good effects of these maxims, in the 
extreme populousness of that small country, Geeece, which 
could at once supply so great a colony. The case was not 
much different with the EiOMANS in eafly times. He is a 
pernicious citizen, said M. Ourixjs, who cannot be content 
with seven acres.^ Such ideas of equality could not fail of 
producing great numbers of people. 

We must now consider what disadvantages the ancients 
lay under with regard to populousness, and what checks 
they received from their political maxims and institutions. 
There are commonly com];)eiisations in every human condi- 
tion: and though these compensations be not always 
perfectly equal, yet they serve, at least, to restrain the 
prevailing principle. To compare them and estimate their 
influence, is indeed difficult, even where they take place iji 
the same age, and in neighboui'ing countries : But whore 
several ages have intervened, and only scattered lights are 
afforded us by ancient authors ; what can we do but amuse 
ourselves by talking pro and con^ on an interesting subject, 
and thereby correcting all hasty and violent determinations? 

First, We may observe, that the ancient republics were 
almost in perpetual war, a natural effect of their martial 
spirit, their love of liberty, their mutual emulation, and that 
hatred which generally prevails among nations that live in 
close neighbourhood. Now, war in a small slate is much 
more destructive than in a great one ; both because all the 
inhabitants, in the former case, must serve in the armies ; 
and because the whole state is frontier, and is all exposed 
to the inroads of the enemy. 

The maxims of ancient war were much more d<‘Rtractive 
than those of modern; chiefly by that distribution of 
plunder, in which the soldiers were indnlgod. The 
private men in our armies arc Sitich a low set of peojde, 

' Plin 111) 18 enp o Tlio ‘-jimc so dest.rndivo lo lliopiil)lK*jisuoinjiy 
author, 111 c.ip SAys lyriojuiuc faicn- iniJii*in(* iicvor ccasod till they 

lattjandia pculuhic iTvii\'\i, iiad oxtiii^uihlK'd nil llio illustrioua 
jam vew ct ]iiuiu)fCU(s doj/u aiis- f.iinilu'S, which Jiiid ojijoyi'd the pliiiiJer 
Ariiic-T: )>nssid(hi()if, cinn intu ficd of t.lio -woild, diiiiii" tlio hiU(‘i 4ig(‘S of 
eos Nluo III this "s low , the t ho republic The now no] )les who rose 

harharous bntclicry coniinitU'd hy the in their ])]aeo, wore loss splendid, as wo 
first Ilo:^rAN enipororSjU as not, poi Imps, loam from Tawt. lib 3. cap 65. 
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tliat we find any abundance, beyond their simple pay, breeds 
confusion and disorder among them, and a total dissolution 
of discipline. The very wretchedness and meanness of those, 
who fill the modern armies, render them less destructive 
to the countries which they invade : One instance, among 
many, of the deceitfulness of first appearances in all political 
reasonings.^ ^ 

Ancient battles were much more bloody, by the very nature 
of the weapons employed in them. The ancients drew up 
their men 16 or 20, sometimes 50 men deep, which made a 
narrow front ; and it was not difficult to find a field, in which 
both armies might be marshalled, and might engage mth 
each other. Even where any body of the troops was kept 
off by hedges, hillocks, woods, or hollow ways, the battle 
was not so soon decided between the contending parties, but 
that the others had time to overcome the difficulties which 
opposed them, and take jpart in the engagement. And as 
the whole army was thus engaged, and each man closely 
buckled to his antagonist, the battles were commonly very 
bloody, and great slaughter was made on both sides, espe- 
cially on the vanquished. The long thin lines^ required 
by fire-arms, and the quick decision of the fray, render our 
modern engagements but partial rencounters, and enable the 
general, who is foiled in the beginning of the day, to draw 
off the greater part of his army, sound and entire.® 

The battles of antiquitj'-, both by their duration, and their 
resemblance to single combats, were wrought up to a degree 
of fury quite unknown to later ages. Nothing could then 
engage the combatants to give quarter, but the hopes of 
profit, by making slaves of their prisoners. In civil wai's, 
as we learn from Tacitus,^ the battles were the most bloody, 
because the prisoners were not slaves. 

* Tho ancient soldiers, lieing free favour of the ana cnfs 
citizens, above tho lowest rank, were all - [Editions II to P add Could 
mail led Our mod t*rn soldiers are either FoiiAun’s project of tho column tike 
forced to live unmarried, or their mnr- place (which seems impracticalde it 
* riages turn to small account toward* the would rt-nder modem battles as dostruc- 
encrease of mankind A circumstance tivo as the antieut ] 
which ought, peih.ips, to be taken into * Hist hi) ii. cap 44 
consideration, as of some consequence m 

1 Wliat is the advantage of the column thorn, does it not present a flank to tho 

after at has broke the enemy’s line ? enemy, and that exposed to their mus- 
only, that it then takes them in flank, quetry, and, what is much worse, to their 

and dissipates whatever stands near it by cannon ? 
afire from all sides But ^11 it has broke 

VOL. III. B B 
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What a stout resistance must be made, where the van- 
quished expected so hard a fate ! How inveterate the rage, 
where the maxims of war were, in every respect, so bloddy 
and severe ! 

Instances are frequent, in ancient history, of cities be- 
sieged, whoso inhabitants, rather than open their gates, 
murdered their wives and children, and^rushed themselves 
on a voluntary death, sweetened perhaps by a little prospect 
of revenge upon the enemy. Greeks,' as well as Barba- 
rians, have often been wrought up to this degree of ftiry. 
And the same determined spirit and cruelty must, in other 
instances less remarkable, have been destructive to human 
society, in those petty commonwealths, which lived in close 
neighbourhood, and were engaged in perpetual wars and 
contentions. 

Sometimes the wars in Greece, says Plutarch,^ were 
carried on entirely by inroads, and robberies, and piracies. 
Such a method of war must be more destructive in small 
states, than the bloodiest battles and sieges. 

By the laws of the twelve tables, possession during two 
years formed a prescription for land ; one year for moveables ® : 
An indication, that thei’e was not in Italy, at that time, 
much more order, tranquillity, and settled police, than there 
is at present among the Tartars. 

The only cartel I remember in ancient history, is that be- 
tween Demetrius Poliorcetes and the Ehobians ; when it 
was agreed, that a free citizen should be restored for 1000 
dmchmaSySL slave bearing arms for 500.'* 

But, secondly y it apjiears that ancient manners were more 
unfavourable than the modern, not only in times of war, but 
also in those of peace ; and that too in every respect, except 
the love of civil liberty and of equality, which is, I own, of 
considerable importance. To exclude faction from a free 
government, is very difficult, if not altogether im^iracticable ; 
but such inveterate rage between the factions, and such bloody 
maxims, are found, in modem •times amongst religious 

* As Abtdus, nientioiiedLy Liyt, 1i1» ® Li vita Abati, 6 

1^1 cap 17} 18, and Polyb lib xn. ® Inst, lib ii cap 6 ^ 

34 As also the Xanthians, Appian de ^ Diod Sicrx lib xx 84 

bell, civiL lib iv 80 


* [Editions H to P {i(bl Tis triTtlio troclucccl by barbarism arc not al^rays 
Mme law seems to have coutmiied till coiroctcd by civility ] 
tbc time (»f JubTiNiAN But abii'-cs in- • 
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parties alone.^ In ancient history, we may always observe, 
where one party prevailed, whether the nobles or peojile (for 
I chn observe no difiFerence in this respect^) that they imme- 
diately butchered all of the opposite party who fell into their 
hands, and banished such as had been so fortunate as to 
escape their fury. JNo form of process, no law, no trial, no 
pardon. A fourth, a third, perhaps near half of the city was 
slaughtered, or expelled, every revolution; and the exiles 
always joined foreign enemies, and did all the mischief 
possible to them fellow-citizens ; till fortune put it in their 
power to take full revenge by a new revolution. And as 
these were frequent in such violent governments, the disorder, 
diffidence, jealousy, enmity, which must prevail, are not easy 
for us to imagine in this age of the world. 

There are only two revolutions I can recollect in ancient 
history, which passed without great severity, and great effu- 
sion of blood in massacres and assassinations, namely, the 
restoration of the Atheitian Democracy by Theasybulus, 
and the subduing of the Eoman I'epublic by C-<esar. We 
learn from ancient history, that Theasybulus passed a 
general amnesty for all past offences ; and first introduced 
that word, as well as practice, into Geeeoe.^ It appears, 
however, from many orations of Lysias,^ that the chief, 
and even some of the subaltern offenders, in the preceding 
tp’anny, were tried and capitally punished:® And as to 
Cesar’s clemency, though much celebrated, it would not gain 
great applause in the present age. He butchered, for instance, 
all CATO^s senate, when he became master of Utica® ; and 
these, we may readily believe, were not the most worthless of 
the party. All those who had borne arms against that usurper, 
were attainted ; and, by Hirtius’s law, declared incapable of 
all public offices. 

These people were extremely fond of liberty ; but seem not 
to have understood it very well. When the thirty tyrants 
^ first established their dominion at Athens, they began with 


* [Editiuna H to P add 'Whore hi- 
gotted priests are the accusers, judges, 
and executioners ] 

® Ltsias, who was himself of the 
popular faction, and very uarroii^ly es- 
caped from tlio thirty tyrants, sajs, 
that the Democracy was as Tiolcut a 
governmont as the Ohgaichy. Onif 25, 
de statu jpopul 


® Cicero, PiULir. 1, 1 
* As orat, 12. contra Esatost. oat. 
13 Agoeat 0 }at 1C, pro IVIak- 

TITII. 

® [Editions H to Q add Tins is a 
difficulty not cleared up, and even not 
ohservedbj auticiUtiiiaus and historian^ ] 
A^v\x^,dc hell CIV lib ii 100 
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seizing all the sycophants and informers, ^ho had been so 
troublesome duiing the Democracy, and putting them to 
death by an arbitrary sentence and execution. Every man^ 
says Sallxtst' and Ltsias,^ rejoiced at these puiishments; 
not considering, that liberty was from that moment annihi- 
lated. ^ 

The utmost energy of the nervous style of Thucydides, and 
the copiousness and expression of the Geeek language, seem 
to sink under that historian, when he attempts to describe 
the disorders, which arose from faction throughout all the 
Geecian commonwealths. You would imagine, that he stiU 
labours with a thought greater than he can find words to com- 
municate. And he concludes his pathetic description with 
an observation, wliich is at once refined and solid. ^ In these 
contests,^ says he, ^ those who were the dullest, and most 
stupid, and had the least foresight, commonly prevailed. 
For being conscious of this weakness, and dreading to be 
over-reached by those of greater penetration, they went to 
work hastily, without premeditation, by the sword and 
poinard, and thereby got the start of their antagonists, who 
were forming fine schemes and projects for their destruc- 
tion.’^ 

Not to mention Diohtsius'^ the elder, who is computed to 
have butchered in cool blood above 10,000 of his fellow- 
citizens ; or A<iathocles,® Nabis,® and others, still more 
bloody than he ; the transactions, even in free governments, 
were extremely violent and destructive. At Athens, the 
thirty tyrants and the nobles, in a twelvemonth, murdered, 
without trial, about 1200 of the people, and banished above 
the half of the citizens that remained.^ In Aegos, near the 


* See Ojesab’s speech dc bell Catil c. 
51. 

« Orat 25, 173. And in orat 30, 184, 
he mentions the factious spintof the popu- 
lar assemblies as the only ca use ^vhy these 
illegal punishments should displtase 

® Lib 111 . [The country in Eubopb 
in which I have observed the factions 
to be most violent, and party-hatred tho 
strongest, is Ibelaih) This goes so far 
as to cut off even the nio^-t common in- 
tercourse of civilitii-'s between the Pro- 
testants and Catholics Thoir cruel in- 
surrections and the severe revenges which 
they have taken of each other, are the 
causes of this mutual ill will, which is 
the chief source of the disorder, poverty, 


and depopulation of that country The 
Geeek factions I imagine to have been 
inflamed stiU to a higher degree of mge ; 
the revolutions being commonly more 
frequent, and tho maxims of assassina- 
tion much more avowed and acknow- 
ledged. Editions H to P ] 

^Plut de virt 4' fort Alex. 

® Diod Sic. lih xviii. xix. 

® Tit. Liv. xxxi. xxxiii. xxxiv. 

^ Diod Sic lih. xiv. 5 Isoceates 
says theie were only 5000 banished. He 
makes tho number of those killed amount 
to 1.500 Aeeop 153 ..Eschines 
Ctlsiph 155 assigns precisely the same 
number. Seneca (de traiui anm cap 
5 ) says 13(m. 
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same time, tlie peo^^le killed 1200 of the nobles; 
wards theii‘ own demagogues, because they had refuseSJ^V 
carry their prosecutions farther.^ The people also in Corotea 
killed 1500 of the nobles, and banished a thousand.^ These 
numbers will appear the more surprising, if we consider the 
extreme smallness of these states. But all ancient history is 
full of such instance^s.3 

When Alexander ordered all the exiles to be restored 
throughout all the cities; it was found, that the whole 
amounted to 20,000 men^; the remains probably of still 
greater slaughters and massacres. What an astonishing 
multitude in so narrow a country as ancient Greece ! And 
what domestic confusion, jealousy, partiality, revenge, heart- 
burnings, must tear those cities, where factions were wrought 
up to such a degree of fury and despair. 

It would be easier, says Isocrates to Philip, to raise an 
army in Greece at present from the vagabonds than from 
the cities. 


* Diod Sic lib xv c 58 

2 Diod Sic. lib xiii c. 48 

* Wo shall mention Irom Diononrs 
Sictrxrs alone a few massdcie«., in Inch 
passed in the course of sixty yeai s, dur- 
ing the most shiuing age of Gueecb 
There were banished irom Si bauis 500 
of the nobles and their partizans , lib. 
XU p 77, ex edit. Ehodomanni. Of 
Chians, 600 citizens banished ; lib. xiii 
p. 189, At Ephesus, 340 killed, 1000 
banished, hb. xiii p. 223 Of Cy- 
BENiANS, 500 nobles killed, all the rest 
banished lib xiv p 263 The Corin- 
thians killed 120, banished 500 , lib. 
XIV P 304. PHiEBIDAS tho SpARTAN 
banished 300 Bjeotians , lib xv p 312 
Upon the fall of the Lacedhimonians, 
Democracies were restored m man} 
citie*?, and severe vengeance taken of 
the nobles, after the Greek manner 
But matters did not end there. For the 
banished nobles, returning in many 
places, butchered their adversaiie^ at 
Phiatje, in Corinth, in Megara, in 
Phliasia In this List place they killed 
300 of the people , hut these again re- 
volting, killed above 600 of the nobles, 
and banished the le^'t , lib. xv p 357 
In Arcadia 1400 b<ini&hed, besides 


many killed The banished retired to 
Sparta and to Paixantium The latter 
weio delivered up to their countrymen, 
and aU killed , lib xv p 373. Of the 
banished fiom Argos and Thebes, there 
weie 609 in the Spartan aimy ; id p. 
374, Here is a detail of the most re- 
markable of Agathoct.es’s cruelties from 
the same author. 'The people before 
his usurpation had banished 600 nobles; 
lib XIX p 655 Afterv'dids that tyrant, 
in concurrence vith the people, killed 
4000 nobles, and banished 6000 ; id. 
p 647 Ho kilb d 4000 people at Get.a ; 
id p 741 By Aoathocles’s Iiruther 
8000 banished from Syi.wcrsE; Iib xx 
p 757 The inhalntants of JEgesta, to 
the number of 40,000, mro killed, man, 
ivoman, and ciiiM, and vitli toitures, 
fur tlie sake of their money , td p 802 
All the relations, to 'snt, father, brother, 
children, grandtathcr, of his Libyan 
army, killed td p 8U3 He kiUed 
7000 exiles «iftt r capitulation , id p 
8 IG It IS to be remarked, that Aqatiio- 
CLES vas a man of great souse and 
courage,* and is not to be suspected of 
wanton cruelty^, contrary to the maxims 
of his age 

^ Diod Sic hh xvni c 8 


1 [Theremaindei is not in EditionsH tyranny, therefoie, is a stronger proof 
to 0. P has instead of it? His violent of the measures of the age ] 
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Even when affairs came not to such extremities (which 
they failed not to do almost in every city twice or thrice 
eveiy century) i)ropei’ty was rendered very precarious by the 
maxims of ancient government. Xenophox, in the Banquet 
of SocEATES;, gives tis a natural unaffected desciiption of the 
tp'anny of the Athexiax -peojAe. “^In my poverty/ says 
Charmides, ^ I am much more haj>py th^n I ever was while 
j'lossessed of riches : as much as it is happier to be in security 
than in terrors, free than a slave, to receive than to pay court, 
to be trusted than suspected. Formerly I was obliged to 
caress every informer ; some imposition was continually laid 
upon me ; and it was never allowed me to travel, or be absent 
from the city. At present, when I am poor I look big, and 
threaten others. Tlie rich are afraid of me, and show me 
every kind of ci\ility and respect ; and I am become a kind 
of tyi^ant in the city.’ ^ 

111 one of the pleadings of Ltrias,^ the orator very cooUy 
speaks of it, by the by, as a maxim of the Athenian people, 
that, whenever they wanted money, they put to death some 
of the rich citizens as well as strangers, for the sake of the 
forfeiture. In mentioning this, he seems not to have any 
intention of blaming them ; still less of iirovokmg them, who 
were his audience and judges. 

Whether a man was a citizen or a stranger among that 
people, it seems indeed requisite, either that he should im- 
poverish himself, or that the people would impoverish him, 
and perhaps kill him into the bargain. The orator last 
mentioned gives a pleasant account of an estate laid out in 
the public service^; that is, above the third of it in raree- 
shows and figured dances. 


* Pag 885. LirnNCLAY 

2 Ora^. 29 m Nicom 185 
® In order to recommoiid liis client to 
the favour of the people, he enumerates 
all the sums he had expended "When 
Xopvy^^, SO minus Upouachoiu&of men 
20 minas , eis -TrvpptxKrraSf 8 minas , 
avBpdfft x^PVy^^, 50 minas, hvK\iK^ 
Xopy, 3 minas , Seven times trierarch, 
■uhero he spent 6 talents T.ixes, once 
30 mmas, another time 40 , yv}jiva(napxS>y, 
12 minus; x^P'^y^s iraiSiK^ X^PVi 15 
mmas, KcofitoSoTs x^pvy^y^ 18 mmas; 
irvppixtcrrais dyeyeiois, 7 miii.is, rpiiipei 
dfiiWwfievos, 15 minas, dpxtOeupos, SO 
minas In tlie vliuh* tin talents 38 
minas An immense sum fur an Athe- 


nian fortune, and vrhat alone would be 
esteemed great uches Oiat 21, 161. ’Tis 
true, he says, the law did not oblige him 
alisoluteb to be at somueh expence, not 
above a fourth But without the favour 
of the people, no body nas so much as 
fetife , and this was the only ^vay to gam 
it *866 farther orat 25 de pop statu. 
In another place, he introduces a speaker, 
who says that he had spent his whole 
fortune, and an immense one, eighty 
talents, for the people. Orat, 26 deproh 
Evandri The fiiroiKot, or strangers, 
liiid, says he, if they do not contribute 
largely enough to the people’s fancy, 
that they have reason to repent. Orat 
31 co7it? a Phil. You may see with what 
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I need not insist on the GIreek tyrdiinies, which were alto- 
gether horrible. Even the mixed monarchies^ by which most 
of Sthe ancient states of GtREEOE were governed^ before the 
introduction of republics, were very unsettled. Scarcely any 
city, but Athens’s, says Isocrates, could show a succession of 
kings for four or five generations.^ 

Besides many otfter obvious reasons for the instability of 
ancient monarchies, the equal division of property among the 
brothers in private families, must, by a necessary consequence, 
contribute to unsettle and disturb the state. The universal 
preference given to the elder by modern laws, tliough it en- 
creases the inequality of fortunes, has, however, this good 
effect, that it accustoms men to the same idea in public suc- 
cession, and cuts off all claim and pretension of the younger. 

The now settled colony of Heraolea, falling immediately 
into faction, applied to Sparta, who sent Heripidas with full 
authority to quiet their disseiitions. This man, not ijrovoked 
by any opposition, not inflamed by party rage, knew no better 
expedient than immediately putting to death about 500 of 
the citizens.^ A strong proof how deeply rooted these violent 
maxims of government were thi’oughout all Greece. 

If such was the disposition of men’s minds among that 
refined people, what may be expected in the commonwealths 
of Italy, Afric, Spaijv, and Gaul, which were denominated 
barbarous ? Why otherwise did the Greeks so much value 
themselves on their humanity, gentleness, and moderation, 
above all other nations ? This reasoning seems very natural. 
But unluckily the history of the Eomak commonwealth, in 
its earlier times, if we give credit to the received accounts, 
presents an opposite conclusion. Ho blood was ever shed 
in any sedition at Rome, till the murder of the Gracchi. 
Diokysius Halicarnass^us,^ observing the singular hu- 
manity of the Eoman people in this particular, makes use of 
it as an argument that they were orginally of Grecian 
extraction : Whence we may conclude, that the factious and 
revolutions in the harbswous republics w^ere usually moie 
violent than even those of Greece above-mentioned. 

care DEMosTHiiNLS dibplay.s Ills expenees valm4 tlicmschcb on having the most 

of this nature, when be pleads for him- legal and reguh»r .idramistratiun of any 

self lie corona , and ho-w he exiggerates people in OiirtCE 

MmiAs’b stmgiiieb'3 lu this paitieular, m ' Paiiatli I2r38 

his accusation ul that criimual All this, - Sic lih xiv 3S 

by the by, is a niaik of a very iniquitous Li1> i 89 

,-)udicdture And yet lAie Athinians 
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If the Eomans were so late in coming to blows, they 
made ample compensation, after they had once entered upon 
the bloody scene ; and Appiak’s history of their civil wfers 
contains the most frightful picture of massacres, proscrip- 
tions, and forfeitures, that ever was presented to the 
world. What pleases most, in that historian, is that he 
seems to feel a proper resentment of tlfese barbarous pro- 
ceedings ; and talks not with that provoking coolness and 
indifference, which custom had produced in many of the 
Geeex historians.^ 

The maxims of ancient politics contain, in general, so 
little humanity and moderation, that it seems supei’fluous to 
give any particular reason for the acts of violence committed 
at any pai'ticular period. Yet I cannot forbear observing, 
that the laws, in the later period of the Koman common- 
wealth, were so absurdly contrived, that they obliged the 
heads of parties to have recourse to these extremities. All 
capital punishments were abolished : However criminal, or, 
what is more, however dangerous any citizen might be, he 
could not regularly be punished otherwise than by banish- 
ment : And it became necessary, in the revolutions of party, 
to draw the sword of private vengeance ; nor was it easy, 
when laws were once violated, to set bounds to these sangui- 
nary proceedings. Had Beutus himself prevailed over the 
iriimvirate^ could he, in common j)rudence have allowed 
Octavius and Anthony, to live, and have contented himself 
with banishing them to Ehodes or Marseilles, where 
they might still have plotted new commotions and rebel- 
lions ? His executing C. Antonies, brother to the triumvir^ 
shows evidently his sense of the matter. Did not Ciceeo, 


* The authorities cited above, are all 
Instoruins, oiatois, and philosophers, 
v’hofce testimony is unquestioned ’Tis 
dangerous to rely upon vriteibV'hodud 
111 ridicule and satjT What vill pos- 
terity, for instance, infer from this pas- 
^.ige of Dr Swift’ ‘I told him, that 
in the kingdom of Tiubnia (Beitatn) 
1 y the natives caUed L.vngdon (London) 
vhere I had sojourned some time in my 
travels, the bulk of the people consist, 
in a manm r, whollv of discoverer*^, 
vitnes&es, infomiei^, aecubtis, prose t‘u- 
tois, (videncLS, sveaitr^-, together with 
their several sub&ei'\ieiit and subdltoru 
luttiuments, all under the colouis, the 
conduct, and pay of ministers of state 


and their deputies The plots in that 
kingdom are usually the voikmanship 
of those persons,’ c Gulliver’s tt avcis. 
Such a representation might suit the 
government of Athens , but not that of 
Engi^ind, vrhich is a prodigy even in 
modern times, for hanianity, justice, and 
liberfK" Yet the Doctor’s satjr, tho’ 
carried to extremes, as is usual with 
him, even bej ond other satyrical writers, 
did not altogether want an object The 
JBishop of Eochesteb, who was his 
friend, and of the same party, had been 
b mishe‘d a litth betoro by a bill of at- 
tainder, with great justice, but without 
such a proof as vas legal, or according 
to the strict foKus of common law 
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the approbation of all the -wise and virtuous of Rome, 
arbitrarily put to death Catiline’s accomplices, contrary to 
Ifcw, and without any trial or form of process ? And if he 
moderated his executions, did it not proceed, either from the 
clemency of his temper, or the conjunctures of the times P A 
wretched security in a government which pretends to laws 
and liberty ! ♦ 

Thus, one extreme produces another. In the same manner 
as excessive severity in the laws is apt to beget great relaxa- 
tion in their execution ; so their excessive lenity naturally 
produces cruelty and barbarity. It is dangerous to force us, 
in any case, to pass their sacred boundaries. 

One general cause of the disorders, so frequent in all 
ancient governments, seems to have consisted in the great 
difficulty of establishing any Aristocracy in those ages, and the 
perpetual discontents and seditions of the people, whenever 
even the meanest and most beggarly were excluded from the 
legislature and from public offices. The veiy quality of 
freemen gave such a rank, being opposed to that of slave, 
that it seemed to entitle the possessor to every power and 
privilege of the commonwealth. Solon’s ^ laws excluded 
no fi’eeman from votes or elections, but confined some magis- 
tracies to a particular census i yet were the people never 
satisfied till those laws were repealed. By the treaty with 
Antipatee,^ no Athenian was allowed a vote whose census 
was less than 2000 drachmas (about 60L* Sterlmg). And 
though such a government would to us appear sufficiently 
democratical, it was so disagreeable to that people, that 
above two-thirds of them immediately left their country.® 
Cassandee reduced that census to the half;^ yet still the 
government was considered as an oligarchical tyranny, and 
the effect of foreign violence. 

Seevius Tullius’s * laws seem equal and reasonable, by 
fixing the power in proportion to the property; Yet the 
Roman people could never be brought quietly to submit to 
them. ♦ 

In those days there was no medium between a severe, 
jealous Aristocracy, ruling over discontented subjects ; and a 
turbulent, factious, tyrannical Democracy.® At present, 

^ PLrTARCiit'& III van Solon, 18 ® Tit Liv lib i cap 43 

* I)ioD Sic lib xviii 18. « [The remdinder of this paragraph 

® Id ibid. was added in Edition K 1 

* Id ibid. 74. • 
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there is not one republic in Etjeope, from one extremitv of 
it to the other, that is not remarlcable for justice, lenitr and 
stabilitj, equal to, or even beyond Marseilles, Rhodes, dr 
the most celebrated in antiquity. Almost all of them are 
well-tempered Aristocracies. 

But thirithj, there are many other circumstances, in which 
ancient nations seem inferior to the modlbrn, both for the 
happiness and encrease of mankind. Trade, manufactures, 
industry, were no where, in former ages, so flom-ishing as 
they are at present in Europe. The only gai-b of the an- 
cients, both for males and females, seems to have been a 
kind of flannel, which they wore commonly white or gi-ey, 
and which they scoured as often as it became dirty. Tyre, 
which carried on, after Carthage, the greatest commerce of 
any city in the Mbditferaneah, before it was destroyed by 
Alexander, was no mighty city, if we credit Arrian’s ac- 
count of its inhabitants.* Athens is commonly supposed to 
have been a trading city : But it was as populous before the 
Median war as at any time after it, according to Herodotus;* 
yet its commerce, at that time, was so inconsiderable, that, 
as the same historian observes,* even the neighbouring coasts 
of Asu were as little frequented by the Greek as the 
pillars of Hercules : For beyond these he conceived nothing. 

Great interest of money, and great profits of trade, are 
an infallible indication, that industry and commerce are but 
in their infancy.* We read in Lysias'* of 100 per cent, profit 
made on a cargo of two talents, sent to no greater distance 
than from Athens to the Adriatic : Nor is this mentioned 
as an instance of extraordinary profit. Antidorus, says 
Demosthenes,’ paid three talents and a half for a house 
which he let at a talent a year : And the orator blames his 
own tutors for not employing his money to like advantage. 
My fortune, says he, in eleven years minority, ought to have 
been tripled. The value of 20 of the slaves left by his father, 
he computes at 40 minas, and the yearly profit of their labour 
at 12.® The most moderate interest at Athens, (for there 

’*Lil)iu24 TherewereSjOOOkilled du thage 

rmgthesiege; and the captireb amounted * Lib v 97, he makes the number of 

to 30 000 Liodohtjs SicuLr®?, hb xyii the citizens amount to 30,000 

46, &a} soul} 13 000 Butin accounts lor ® Tb Tin 132 

this small number, h> saving that the * 07<it 32, 90S ad vets Biogit 

Tyrians had sent awd} heforL-hand }iait ® Conaa Afrob p 2o, ex edtt Aidi 

of their wives and children to Oar- « Id p 19. • 
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was higher^ often paid) was 32 per centy"^ and tliat paid 
monthly. Not to insist upon the high interest, to which the 
■past sums distributed in elections had raised moneys at 
Rome, we find, that Veeres, before that factious period, 
stated 24 per cmt, for money which he left in the hands 
of the publicans : And though Cicero exclaims against this 
article, it is not on account of the extravagant usury; but 
because it had never been customary to state any interest on 
such occasions.'* Interest, indeed, sunk at Rome, after the 
settlement of the empire : But it never remained any con- 
siderable time so low, as in the commercial states of modern 
times.^ 

Among the other inconveniencies, which the Athenians 
felt from the fortifying of Deoelia by the Lacedemonians, 
it is represented by Thhotdides,® as one of the most con- 
siderable, that they could not bring over theii' corn from 
Eubea by land, passing by Oropus ; but were obliged to 
embark it, and to sail round the promontory of Sunium. A 
surj)rising instance of the imperfection of ancient naviga- 
tion f For the water-carriage is not here above double the 
land. 

I do not remember a passage in any ancient author, where 
the growth of a city is ascribed to the establishment of a 
manufacture. The commerce, which is said to flourish, is 
chiefly the exchange of those commodities, for which dif- 
ferent soils and climates were suited. The sale of wine and 
oil into Africa, acccording to Diodorus Siculus,^ was the 
foundation of the riches of Agrioentum. The situation of 
the city of Sybaris, according to the same author,*^ was the 
cause of its immense populousness ; being built near the two 
rivers Crathys and Sybaris. But these two rivers, we may 
observe, are not navigable ; and could only produce some 
fertile vallies, for agriculture and tillage ; an advantage so 
inconsiderable, that a modern writer would scarcely have 
taken notice of it. 

The barbarity of the ancient tyrants, together with the 
extreme love of liberty, which animated those ages, must 
have banished every merchant and manufacturer, and have 

* Id ibid ® See Essay IV. 

^ Id ibid aud JEsciiiNi!.s coni) a ** Lib tii 28. 

Ctesiph 104 ^ Lib xiii 81. 

3 ad Attic lib iv epist. 15 ** Lib xii 9 

* Contra Verk. ora^. 3 , 71 . 
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quite depopulated the state, had it subsisted upon industry 
and commerce. While the cruel and suspicious Dio^ttsius 
was carrying on his butcheries, who, that was not detained 
by his landed property, and could have carried with him any 
art or skill to procure a subsistence in other countries, would 
have remained exposed to such implacable barbarity P The 
persecutions of Philip II. and Lewis XIYffilled all Europe 
with the manufacturers of Flanders and of France. 

I grant, that agriculture is the species of industry chiefly 
requisite to the subsistence of multitudes ; and it is possible, 
that this industry may flourish, even where manufactures 
and other arts are unknown and neglected. Swisserland 
is at present a remarkable instance where, we find, at once, 
the most skilful husbandmen, and the most bungling trades- 
men, that are to be met with in Europe. That agriculture 
flourished in Greece and Italy, 'at least in some parts of them, 
and at some periods, we have reason to presume; And 
whether the mechanical arts had reached the same degree 
of perfection, may not be esteemed so material ; especially, 
if we consider the great equality of riches in the ancient 
republics, where each family was obliged to cultivate, with 
the greatest care and industry, its own little field, in order 
to its subsistence. 

But is it just reasoning, because agiiculture may, in 
some instances, ^flourish without trade or manufactures, to 
conclude, that, in any great extent of country, and for any 
great tract of time, it would subsist alone ? The most natural 
way, surely, of encouraging husbandry, is, first, to excite 
other kinds of industry, and thereby afforrl the labourer a 
ready market for his commodities, and a return of such 
goods as may contribute to his pleasure and enjoyment. 
This method is infallible and universal ; and, as it prevails 
more in modern government than in the ancient, it affords a 
presumption of the superior populousiiess of the former. 

Every man, says Xenophon,* may be a farmer : Xo art or 
skill is requisite : All consists in in(^stry, and in attention 
to the execution. A strong proof, as Columella hints, 
that agriculture was but little known in the age of 
Xenophon. 

All our later improvements and refinements, have they 
done nothing towards the easy subsistence of men, and 

* Oecon 15, 10 
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consequently towards their propagation and encrease ? Our 
superior skill in mechanics ; the discovery of .new worlds, by 
■ft^hich commerce has been so much enlarged ; the establish- 
ment of posts ; and the use of bills of exchange ; These seem 
all extremely useful to the encouragement of art, industry, 
and populousness. Were we to strike off these, what a check 
should we give to every kind of business and labour, and 
what multitudes of families would immediately perish from 
want and hunger? And it seems not probable, that we 
could supply the place of these new inventions by any other 
regulation or institution. 

Have we reason to think, that the police of ancient states 
was any wise comparable to that of modern, or that men had 
then equal security, either at home, or in their joumies by 
land or water ? I question not, but eveiy impartial exami- 
ner would give us the preference in this particular.^ 

Thus, upon comparing the whole, it seems impossible to 
assign any just reason, why the world should have been 
more populous in ancient than in modern times. The equality 
of property among the ancients, liberty, and the small 
divisions of their states, were indeed circumstances favour- 
able to the propagation of mankind : But their wars were 
more bloody and destimctive, their governments more factious 
and unsettled, commerce and manufactures more feeble and 
languishing, and the general police more loose and irregular. 
These latter disadvantages seem to form a sufficient counter- 
balance to the former advantages; and rather favour the 
opposite opinion to that which commonly prevails with 
regard to this subject. 

But there is no reasoning, it may be said, against matter ot 
fact. If it appear that the world was then more populous than 
at present, we may be assured that our conjectures are false, 
and that we have overlooked some material circumstance in 
the comparison. This I readily own : All our preceding 
reasonings, I acknowledge to be mere trifling, or, at least, 
small skirmishes and •frivolous rencounters, which decide 
nothing. But unluckily the main combat, where we com- 
pare facts, cannot be rendered much more decisive. The 
facts, delivered by ancient authors, are either so unceiiain or 
so imperfect as to afford us nothing positive in this matter. 
How indeed could it be otherwise ? The very facts, which 
* See Part I XI 
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we must oppose to them, in computing the popiilousness oi 
modem states, are far from being either certain or complete. 
Many grounds of calculation proceeded on by celebrated 
writers, are little better than those of the Emperor Helio- 
gab alus, who formed an estimate of the immense greatness 
of Eome, from ten thousand pound weight of cobwebs which 
had been found in that city.' 

It is to be remarked, that all kinds of numbers are uncer- 
tain in ancient manuscripts, and have been subject to much 
greater cormptions than any other j)art of the test; and 
that for an obvious reason. Any alteration, in other places, 
commonly affects the sense or grammar, and is more readily 
perceived by the reader and transcriber. 

Few enumerations of inhabitants have been made of any 
tract of country by any ancient author of good authority, so 
as to afford us a large enough view for comparison. 

It is probable, that there was formerly a good foundation 
for the number of citizens assigned to any free city ; because 
they entered for a share in the government, and there were 
exact registers kept of them. But as the number of slaves 
is seldom mentioned, this leaves us in as great uncertainty 
as ever, with regard to the populousness even of single cities. 

The first page of Thucydides is, in my opinion, the com- 
mencement of real history. All preceding narrations are so 
intermixed with* fable, that philosophers ought to abandon 
them, in a great measure, to the embellishment of poets and 
orators.^ 

With regard to remote times, the numbers of people 
assigned are often ridiculous, and lose all credit and autho- 
rity. The free citizens of Stbabis, able to bear aians, and 
actually drawn out in battle, were 300,000. They encoun- 
tered at SiAGEA with 100,000 citizens of Cbotona, another 
Greek city contiguous to them ; and were defeated. This 


* JElii Lamprid, in vita Heliogab, 
cap. 26. 

- In general, there is more candour and 
sincerity in ancient historians, but less 
exactness and care, than in the moderns. 
Onr speculative factions, especially those 
of religion, throw such an illusion over 
our minds, that men seem to regard im- 
partiality to their adversaries and to 
heretics, as a vice or weakness: Bnttlie 
commonness of books, by means of 


printii^, has obliged modern historians 
to be more careful in avoiding contra- 
dictions and incongruities. JDioboeus 
S ictTLTjs is a good writer, but it is with 
pain I see his narration contradict, in so 
many particulars, the two most authentic 
pieces of all Greek history, to wit, Xeno- 
PHOif’s expedition, and Demosthenes’s 
orations. Plutarch and Apptan seem 
scarce ever to have read Cicero’s 
epistles. * 
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is Diodorus Siculus’s * account; and is very seriously 
insisted on by that historian.^ Strabo also mentions the 
same number of Sybarite s- 

Diodorus Siculus,® enumerating the inhabitants of Agri- 
GENTUM, when it was destroyed by the Carthagiitiaks, says, 
that they amounted io 20,000 citizens, 200,000 strangers, 
besides slaves, wh^, in so opulent a city as he represents it, 
would probably be, at least, as numerous. We must remark, 
that the women and the children are not included; and that, 
therefore, upon the whole, this city must have contained 
near two millions of inhabitants/ And what was the reason 
of so immense an encrease ! They were industrious in culti- 
vating the neighbouring fields, not exceeding a small 
Ee’GLISH county ; and they traded with their wine and oil 
to Africa, which, at that time, produced none of these 
commodities. 

Ptolemy, says Theocritus,® commands 33,339 cities. I 
suppose the singularity of the number was the reason of 
assigning it. Diodorus Siculus ^ assigns three millions of 
inhabitants to ^gypt, a small number : But then he makes 
the number of cities amount to 18,000 : An evident contra- 
diction. 

He says,^ the people were formerly seven millions. Thus 
remote times are always most envied and admired. 

That Xerxes’s army was extremely nutnerous, I can 
readily believe ; both from the great extent of his empire, 
and fi'om the practice among the eastern nations, of encum- 
bering their camp with a suj)erfluous multitude : But will 
any rational man cite Herodotus’s wonderful narrations as 
an authority ? There is something very rational, I own, in 
Lysias’s ® argument upon this subject. Had not Xerxes’s 
army been incredibly numerous, says he, he had never made 
a bridge over the Hellespont : It had been much easier to 
have transported his men over so short a passage, with the 
numerous shipping of which he was master. 

Polybius says, that iSxe Romans, between the first and 
second Punic wars, being threatened with an invasion from 

^ Lib xii 0. ® Idyll 17 

- Lib VI 26 ** Lib i 18, 

® Lib xni. 90. Id ibid 

* DuKitNi'S Laertitts (in vifa'EuvV’- ® Otat f^'unehiSt 193 
r)ocii'3)i5»ayb, that AoiiiuENTUM contained ° Lib ii 21. 

only 800,000 luhdbitauts# 
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the Gauls, mnstered all their own forces, and those of their 
allies, and found them amount to seven hundred thousand 
men able to bear arms : A great nuuiber surely, and whi(^, 
when joined to the slaves, is probably ^ not less, if not rather 
more, than that extent of country affords at j^reseiit.^ The 
enumeration too seems to have been made with some exact- 
ness; and Polybius gives us the detail «f the particulars. 
But might not the number be magnified, in order to encou- 
rage the people ? 

Diodorus Siculus ^ makes the same enumeration amount 
to near a million. These variations are suspicious. He 
plainly too supposes, that Italy in his time was not so 
populous : Another suspicious circumstance. For who can 
believe, that the inhabitants of that country diminished from 
the time of the first Punic war to that of the triumvirates? 

Julius Gusar, according to Appian,^ encountered four 
millions of Gauls, killed one million, and made another 
million prisoners.® Supposing the number of the enemy’s 
army and that of the slain could be exactly assigned, which 
never is possible ; how could it be known how often the same 
man returned into the armies, or how distinguish the new 
from the old levied soldiers ? Ho attention ought ever to be 
given to such loose, exaggerated calculations ; especially 
where the author does not tell us the mediums, upon which 
the calculations were founded. 

Paterculus ^ makes the number of Gauls killed by Gesar 
amount only to 400,000 : A more p>i’obable account, and 
more easily reconciled to the history of these wars given by 
that conqueror himself in his Commentaries.^ ®The most 
bloody of his battles were fought against the Helvetii and 
the Germans. 


^ [Not lobS, if not rather — added 
in Eelitiou M ] 

- The country that supplied this 
mimhei*, M.ib not above a tliiiil ot Itaiy, 
vi:: the Pope’s dominioTis, Ti-CiNT,and 
a p.iit ot the kingdom of Nam Fs Ihit 
peih ips in those enrlj tiints time lo 
veryfe\\ sUvrs except in Uomf, ortho 
great cities [The last cLuis(‘u.isatldod 
in Edition K ] 

Lib 11 5 
* Cfitica, c 2 

® Plutarch {m vita C.’cs 15) mokes 
the number that C.usar fought with 
amount to three millions , Julian 
Cjesajhbus) to two 


® Lib 11 c«ap 47 

^ Pliny, lib vii cap 25, says, that 
Gxsar used to boist, that there had 
fallen in battle agiiiibt him one million 
one liundrod and ninetj^-two thousand 
men, hcbides those wdio perished in the 
cu il^ftars It IS not piobable, that tliat 
conqueror could ever jiretend to be so 
exact in his computation But allow mg 
tho tact, It IS likely, that the IIflyltix, 
Germans, andBaiTONs, whom ho slaugh- 
ti*red, would amount to near a luilf of 
the number. [Tins note was added in 
Edition li ] 

’’ [This sentence w^as added m Edi- 
tion R ] • 
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One would imagine, that every circumstance of the life 
and actions of DiONTsms the elder might be regarded as 
authentic, and free from all fabulous exaggeration ; both 
because he lived at a time when letters flourished most in 
Gebece, and because his chief historian was Philistus, a 
man allowed to be of great genius, and who was a courtier 
and minister of tllat prince. But can we admit, that he 
had a standing army of 100,000 foot, 10,000 horse, and a 
fleet of 400 gallies?^ These, we may observe, were mer- 
cenary forces, and subsisted upon pay, like our armies in 
Europe. For the citizens were all disarmed; and when 
Dion afterwards invaded Sicily, and called on his country- . 
men to vindicate their liberty, he was obliged to bring arms 
along with him, which he distributed among those who 
joined him.^ In a state where agriculture alone flourishes, 
there may be many inhabitants ; and if these be all armed 
and disciplined, a great force may be called out upon occa- 
sion : But great bodies of mercenary troops can never be 
maintained, without either great ti'ade and numerous manu- 
factures, or extensive dominions. The United Provinces 
never were masters of such a force by sea and land, as that 
which is said to belong to Dionysius ; yet they possess as 
large a temtory, perfectly well cultivated, and have much 
more resources from their commerce and industry. Diodorus 
Siculus allows, that, even in his time, the anny of Diony- 
sius appeared incredible; that is, as I interpret it, was 
entirely a fiction, and the opinion arose from the exaggerated 
flattery of the courtiers, and perhaps from the vanity and 
policy of the tyrant himself.^ 


* PiOD Sic lib ii 5. 

^ Plutarch in vita Uionts, 25 
® [Editions H to M proceed as fol- 
lows * The ciitical art may very justly 
be suspected of temerity, when it pre- 
tends to correct or dispute the plain 
testimony of aucici t histoiians by any 
2 )rubable or analogical roaaonings Yet 
the licciieo of authors upon all siibjqgts, 
partiLuhnly with leg.irtl to numbers, is 
so great, that we ought still to retain a 
kind of doul»t or ro'^ervo, wlioncvcr the 
facts advanced d< pait in the least from 
the common bounds of nature and ex- 


perience I shall give an instance with 
regard to modern history. Sir William 
Temple tells us, in his memoirs, that 
having a free conversation with Charles 
the 11 , he took the opportunity of re- 
presenting to that monarch the impossi- 
bility of introducing into this island 
the religion and government of Franco, 
chiefly on account of the great force 
requisite to subdue the spirit and hberty 
of so brave a people ‘ The Romans,’ 
s.iys ho, ‘ were forced to keep up tw olvo 
legions for that purpose’ (a great ab- 
suidity), * ‘ and Cromwell left an army 


’ SliMbo, lib iv 200, says, that one up somewhat a greater force m this 
legion would bo sufficient, with a few- island, winch tin y never took the pains 
cav.ih y , 1 uit the Iiemans cr;|jnmonlj kept cntiielj to subdue . 
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It is a usual fallacy, to consider aU the ages of antiquity 
as one period, and to compute the numbers contained in the 
great cities mentioned by ancient authors, as if these cities 
had been all cotemporary. The GtEebe: colonies flourished 
extremely in Sicily during the age of Alexander ; But in 
Augustus’s time they were so decayed, that almost all the 
produce of that fertile island was consunifed in Italy. ^ 

Let us now examine the numbers of inhabitants assigned 
to particular cities in antiquity; and omitting the numbers 
of Nineveh, Babylon, and the Egyptian Thebes, let us 
confine ourselves to the sj)here of real history, to the 
Geecian and Eoman states. I must own, the more I con- 
sider this subject, the more am I inclined to scepticism, with 
regard to the great populousncss ascribed to ancient times. 

Athens is said by Plato^ to be a very great city ; and 
it was surely the greatest of all the Geeee^ cities, except 
Syeacuse, which was nearly about the same size in Thucy- 
dides’s'* time, and afterwards encreased beyond it. For 
Cioeeo® mentions it as the greatest of all the Geeek cities 
in his time ; not comprehending, I suppose, either Antioch 
or Alexandeia under that denomination. ATHENiBUS^ says. 


of near eigtty thousand men ’ Must 
not this last be regarded as nnquestioned 
by future critics, when they find it as- 
serted by a wise and learned minister 
of state eoteinporary to the fact, ^ind 
who addressed his discourse, upon an 
ungrateful subject, to a great monarch 
WHO was also coteniporary, and who 
himself broke those verj forces about 
fourteen years before? Yet, hy the 
most undoubted authority, wo may in- 
sist, that Cromu ell’s army, Tihen he 
died, did not amount to half the num- 
ber here mentioned *] 

^ Stbabo, hb vi 273. 


* Apolog 8ocr 29 d 

® Argos seems also to have been a 
great city , for Ltcias contents himself 
with saying that it did not oxcoud 
Aihens Oiat 34, 922 

4 Lib M See also Plutarch iii 
vifa Nicuu, 1 7 

* Onit Veruem, lib iv cap 52 

Strabo, lib n 270, sajs, iLuas twmty- 
two miles m compass Hut then we are 
to consider, that it cout.iintd tw'o liar- 
bour'> witlnn it, one of which was a 
very large one, and might be regaidod 
as a kind of bay 

® Lib Ti cap 20. 


* It appears that Cromwell’s parlia- 
ment, in 1666, settled but 1,300 000 
pounds a year on him for the constant 
chaiges ot govornment in all the three 
kingdoms See Scoltel, chap 31 This 
was to supply the fleet, aimy, and cml 
list It appears from Whitelocko, that 
in the jear 1649, the sum of S0,OU0 
pounds a month was the estimate for 
40,000 men We must conclude, there- 
fore, that Cromwell had much Icso than 
that nninbei upon p.x} in IGoG In tho 
rei} instrument of goyerniupiit, 20,000 


foot and 10,000 horse are fixed by 
Cromwell himself, and aftcrwaids con- 
firmed by the parliament, as the regular 
staftidiug army of the commonwealth m 
That number, indeed, seoins not to have 
been much exceeded diuing the whole 
time ot the protectorship Seo farther 
Thurlo, Vol II pp 413, 199, 608 We 
may tlicie seo, th.it though tho Protec^-or 
had moiecoiivSidorablc armies in Ireland 
and Scotland, ho had not suniotimes 
more than 4,000 or 5,000 men in Eng- 
land 
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that, by the enumeration of Djemeteius Phaleeeijs, there 
•were in Athens 21,000 citizens, 10,000 strangers, and 

400.000 slaves. This number is much insisted on by those 
•whose opinion I call in question, and is esteemed a funda- 
mental fact to their purpose : But, in my opinion, there is 
no point of criticism more certain, than that Athenheus and 
Ctesioles, whom iie quotes, are here mistaken, and that 
the number of slaves is, at least, augmented by a whole 
cypher, and ought not to be regarded as more than 40,000. 

Firsty When the number of citizens is said to be 21,000 
by Athenaeus,^ men of full age are only understood. For? 
(1.) Heeodotus says,^ that Akistagoras, ambassador from 
the loNiANS, found it harder to deceive one Spartan than 

30.000 Athenians 5 meaning, in a loose way, the whole 
state, supposed to be met in one popular assembly, excluding 
the women and children. (2.) Thtjctbides® says, that, 
making allowance for all the absentees in the fleet, army, 
garrisons, and for people employed in their private affairs, 
the Athenian assembly never rose to five thousand. (3.) 
The forces, enumerated by the same historian,^ being aU 
citizens, and amounting to 18,000 heavy-armed infantry, 
prove the same method of calculation ; as also the whole 
tenor of the Greek historians, who always understand men 
of full age when they assign the number of citizens in any 
republic. Now, these being but the foui’th of the inhabitants, 
the free Athenians were by this account* 84,000 ; the 
strangers 40,000 ; and the slaves, calculating by the smaller 
number, and allowing that they married and propagated at 
the same rate with freemen, were 160,000 ; and the whole 
of the inhabitants 284,000 : A number surely large enough. 
The other number, 1,720,000, makes Athens larger than 
London and Paris united. 

Secondly, There were but 10,000 houses in Athens.® 

Thirdly, Though the extent of the walls, as given us by 
Thucydides,® be great, (to wit, eighteen miles, beside the 
» sea-coast) ; Yet Xenoph^n^ says, there was much waste 
ground within the walls. They seem indeed to have joined 
four distinct and separate cities.® 

* DniMosTnENFS assigns 20,000 , con- count perfectly agrees, lib xii. 40 
t7'a AnrsToa, 780. ® Xenophon, Mem lib. in G, 14. 

- Lib. y 09. ® Lib ii 13 

® Lib Yin 72 ^ Do ratumc icd, 2, 6 

^ Lib 11.13, Diodorus^ Siculus’s ac- ® Wo are to obseiTc, that when 
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Fourthly ITo insun’ection of the slaves, or suspicion of 
insurrection, is ever mentioned by historians; except one 
commotion of the miners.^ ^ 

Fifthly^ The treatment of slaves by the ArHEisriAisrs is said 
by XENOPHOisr,^ and Demostheites,^ and Plautus,'^ to have 
been extremely gentle and indulgent : Which could nevei 
have been the case, had the disproporfi^on been tvrenty to 
one. Tlie dispropoi’tion is not so great in any of our colo- 
nies; yet are we obliged to exercise a rigorous military 
government over the negroes. 

Sixthly, No man is ever esteemed rich for possessing what 
may be reckoned an equal distribution of property in any 
country, or even triple or quadruple that wealth. Thus 
every person in England is computed by some to spend six- 
pence a day : Yet is he esteemed but poor who has hve 
times that sum. Now Timakchus is said by ^schines® to 
have been left in easy circumstances ; but he was master 
only of ten slaves employed in manufactures. Lysias and his 
brother, two strangers, were proscribed by the thirty for 
their great riches; though they had but sixty a-piece.*^ 
Demosthexes was left very rich by his father ; yet he had 
no more than fifty-two slaves-^ His work-house, of twenty 
cabinet-makers, is said to be a very considerable manu- 
factory.^ 

Seventhly, During the Deoeliadt war, as the Greek his- 
torians call it, 20,000 slaves deserted, and brought the 
Athexiaks to great distress, as we learn from Thucydides.® 
This could not have happened, had they been only the 
twentieth part. The best slaves would not desert. 

Eighthly, Xekophok^® proposes a scheme for maintaining 
by the public 10,000 slaves: And that so great a number 
may possibly be supported, any one will be convinced, says 


DroNYsnrs IlALTCi.'RNASs.’LUS that 
if vrt* regard the aneieiit w.ilN of Rome, 
the extent of that city \m 11 not appear 
greater than that of AthijX'j he must 
mean the Acropolis and high town 
only Xo ancient author ever spunks 
of the PyR.ELJf, PuALEBUs, and Muny- 
CHiA, ari the same with Atiikns. Much 
less e.in it he supposed, that DroxYsrers 
would consider the matter m tli.it light, 
after the Trulls of Ciaion and Piujerci es 
•VI tie destroyed, and Athens was en- 
tirely separated from these other towns 


This observation destroys all Vossitrs’s 
ro ison mgs, andmtrodiices common sense 
into these e.tlenlations. 

*^Athmn lib VI 101. 

“ De lep Aticen, 1 
® Pun IP 3, 31 
* SncTio 3 1, 39 
® Contra Ti MARCH 42 

** OiUt Ml 

Contia XviioB 81 G 
« Ibid 
Lib vii 27 
Do rat icd 4, 2o. 
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he, wlio considers tlie numbers we jpossessed before tlie 
Decelian war. A way of spealdiig altogether incompatible 
with the larger number of ATHEKiSUS. 

Ninthly, The whole census of the state of Athens was 
less than 6000 talents. And though numbers in ancient 
manuscripts be often suspected by critics, yet this is unex- 
ceptionable ; both '^because Demosthenes,^ who gives it, 
gives also the detail, which cheeks him i and because Poly- 
bius^ assigns the same number, and reasons upon it. Now, 
the most vulgar slave could yield by his labour an obolus 
a day, over and above his maintenance, as we learn from 
Xenophon,® who says, that Nicias’s overseer jiaid his master 
so much for slaves, whom he employed in^ mines. If you will 
take the pains to estimate an obolus a day, and the slaves at 

400.000, computing only at four years purchase, you will 
find the sum above 12,000 talents 5 even though allowance 
be made for the great number of holidays in Athens. 
Besides, many of the slaves would have a much greater 
value from their art. The lowest that Demosthenes esti- 
mates any of his® father’s slaves is two minas a head. And 
upon this supposition, it is a little difficult, I confess, to 
reconcile even the number of 40,000 slaves with the census of 
6000 talents. 

Tenthly, Chios is said by Thucydides,® to contain more 
slaves than any Greek city, except Sparta. ^ Sparta then 
had more than Athens, in proportion to the number of 
citizens. The Spartans were 9000 in the town, 30,000 in 
the country.^ The male slaves, therefore, of full age, must 
have been more than 760,000 ; the whole more than 

8.120.000. A number impossible to be maintained in a 
narrow barren country, such as Laconia, which has no trade. 
Had the Helotes been so veiy numerous, the murder of 
2000 mentioned by Thuoydides,^' would have irritated them, 
without weakening them. 

Besides, we are to consider, that the number assigned by 
Athen.®us,® whatever it is,, comprehends all the inhabitants 

^ Be classibus, 183. ’ Plotarch, in vita Lycujrg, 8. 

2 Lib. 11 . cap 62. ® Lib ly 80. 

^ Be rat. 'led 4:, \i. ** The &«ime author affirms, that 

^ [In digging of mines, and also kept Corinth had once 460,000 sUyeb, HiIgina 
up the number of slaves Editions H 470 000 Hut the foregoing a igumciits 
I In digging of mines K to Q ] hold stronger against those ficts, vliieli 

® Apjiobdm, 816 dn‘ indeed (mtiivly absuid and nnp<ts- 

® Lib viii 40 ^ sibk It IS liovtvtr icin.ukulilc', lhal 
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of AttioAj as well as those of Athens. The Athenians 
affected nmeh a country life, as we learn from Thucydides 
and when they were all chased into town, by the invasion 
of their territory durmg the Peloponnesian war, the city 
was not able to contain them; and they were obliged to 
lie in the porticoes, temjiles, and even streets, for want of 
lodging.^ ^ 

The same remark is to be extended to all the other Geeek 
cities; and when the number of citizens is assigned, we must 
always understand it to comprehend the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country, as well as of the city. Tet, even with 
this allowance, it must be confessed, that Geeeoe was a 
populous country, and exceeded what we could imagine 
concerning so narrow a territory, naturaliy not veiy fertile, 
and which drew no supplies of corn from other places. For, 
excepting Athens, which traded to Pontus for that commo- 
dity, the other cities seem to have subsisted chiefly from 
their neighbourhig territory.® 

Rhodes is well known to have been a city of extensive 
commerce, and of great fame and splendor ; yet it contained 
only 6,000 citizens able to bear arms, when it was besieged 
by Demethius.^ 

Thebes was always one of the capital cities of Gheece : ® 
But the number of its citizens exceeded not those of Rhodes.® 


ATHr:N-i:rs ciieji sci groat on antlaority, 
rs Anr-iTOTiE fur tan Li^t fact An<l 
the bcliol'ast on Pixdvr nitnaons the 
same niiMliv'r of slav(.& m 

1 Lib 11 U 

2 In hh li 17 

8 co/i:/a Ltft IGG Tiie 

Athenians brought yearly from Pontiis 
400,000 medimni or biiahils uf corn, as 
appeart-d from the cubtoni-hon^e boohs 
An'l this 'was the greatrr part of their 
imporutiou of coin This, b} the by, 
lb L stivjog proof that there is some 
great mistake lu the ioregoing pasbago 
ofAthtna.Uto For Attica itself \rab hO 
barren of corn, that it produced not 
enough eren to mamUiin the peasants 
Tit Lit lib xliu cap G. ‘And 400,000 
medimm rronld scarcely feed 100 000 
men dining a tn el reinontli Lucian, in 
liib 7iaviifiv/n Vdtii, says that a 

ship, \^hicli,by Ibc dimensions In* givc-^, 


setnis to have boon about the size of 
ciir thud rates, eaiiied as much corn us 
would maiiittim Attica fur a tvtelTe- 
moiith. But perhaps Athens was de- 
cayed at that time , and, besides, it la 
not s.ifo to trust to such loose rhetorical 
calculations 

Dicd Sic lib. xx 84. 

* Isocn pa?ic(/ 

® Dion Sre lib xvii 14® When Alex- 
ander attacked Thebes, we may s ifely 
conclude that almost alltlio inhabitants 
Wire piesent Whoever is acrjuainted. 
with the sjjiritof the Clrceks, especially 
of the Thebans, will never suspect that 
any of them would dosci t their country 
vli^ii it vas roduecd to such extreme 
p, 111 and distress. As Ahxander took 
the town b} storm, all those who bore 
arms wore put to the sword without 
mercy, and they amounted only to 6,000 
men Among these wore ‘'Omo strangers 


‘ [Tliib scntcnco was addeJ in Edi- 
I ion Q ] 


s [DroD Sic lib. 15 and 17 Editions 
H and I,and,omit the rest of this note] 



rorULOUSNESS of ancient nations. 


42Z 

Phliasia is said to be a small city by Xenophon,^ yet we 
find that it contained 6,000 citizens.^ I pretend not to 
reconcile these two facts.® Perhaps, Xeistophon calls 
Phliasia a small town, because it made but a small figure 
in Greece, and maintained only a subordinate alliance with 
Sparta; or perhaps the country, belonging to it, was 
extensive, and mcft of the citizens were employed in the 
cultivation of it, and dwelt in the neighbouring villages. 

Mantinea was equal to any city in Arcadia : ^ Conse- 
quently it was equal to Megalopolis, which was fifty stadia, 
or six miles and a quarter in circumference.® But Mantinea 
had only 3,000 citizens.® The Greek cities, therefore, con- 
tained often fields and gardens, together with the houses ; 
and we cannot judge of them by the extent of their walls. 
Athejsts contained no more than 10,000 houses ; yet its walls, 
with the sea-coast, were above twenty miles in extent. 
Syracuse was twenty-two miles in circumference ; yet was 
scarcely ever spoken of by the ancients as more populous 
than Athens. Babylon was a square of fifteen miles, or 
sixty miles in circuit ; but it contained large cultivated fields 
and inclosures, as we learn from Pliny. Though Aure- 
lian’s wall was fifty miles in circumference ; ^ the circuit of 
all the thirteen divisions of Rome, taken apart, according to 
Publius Yictor, was only about forty-three miles. When 
an enemy invaded the country, all the inhabitants retired 
within the walls of the ancient cities, with their cattle and 
furniture, and instruments of husbandry : and the great 
height, to which the walls were raised, enabled a small 
number to defend them with facility. 

Sparta, says Xenophon,® is one of the cities of Greece 

and manumitted slaves. The captives, A very moderate number, it must be 

consisting of old men, -women, children, confessed , and this computation, ])eiDg 

and slaves, were sold, and they amoun- founded on facts which appeal indis- 

tod to 30,000, We may theiefore con- putable, must have grejit weight in the 

elude, that the free citizens in Thebes, present controversy Tlie above-uien- 

of both sexes and all ages, were near tujned number of Rho bans, too, -were 

24.000, the strangers and slaves about all the inhabitants of the island who 

12.000. These last, we may observe, were free, and aide to bear arms, 

were somewhat fewer in piopoition ^ Hist UitJEC lib. vii 2, 1. 

than at Athens, as is reasonalde to ^ Id hb vii 

iinagmo from tins circumstance, that ® [The remainder of the paragraph 

Atliens was a town of moio trade to was a<l<led in Edition K ] 

suppoit slaves, and of more entertain- ^ Pol\b lib ii o6 

moiil to allure strangers It is .iRo to ® Polyc lib ix cap. 20 

bo reinaiked, that 3G,000va& the whole *• Lysias, oral. 34, 92 . 

niinibor of hotli in the eil} of ^ Vopiscits tn, vita Atthkl, 222 b 

The Iji‘S and the lit igliboiumg tell Jtoi^ Uv Lacld 1,1 Thin passage! s 
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tliat lias tlie fewest inliabitants. Yet Polybius ^ says tliat 
it was forty-eight stadia m circumference, and was round. 

All the -$1tolia]S'S able to bear arms in Antipateb’s tiihe, 
® deducting some few ganisons, were but ten thousand men.® 

Polybius tells us, that the AcHiSAN league might, with- 
out any inconvenience, march oO or 40,00U men : And this 
account seems probable ; Por that leaguqrcomprehended the 
greater jiait of P£LOPo:ykesus. Yet Pausanias,® siieaking 
of the same period, says, that all the AcH^A3srs able to bear 
arms, even when several manumitted slaves were joined to 
them, did not amount to fifteen thousand. 

The Thessalians, till their final conquest by the Eomans, 
were, in all ages, tm-bulent, factious, seditious, disordeily.® It 
is not therefore natural to suppose, that this part of Geeece 
abounded much in people. 

'We are told by Thucydides,® that the part of Pelopon- 
nesus, adjoining to Pylos, was desart and uncultivated. 
Hebodotus says,® that Macedonia was full of lions and wild 
bulls; animals which can only inhabit vast unpeoj)led forests. 
These were the two extremities of Geeece. 

AH the inhabitants of Epieus, of all ages, sexes, and con- 
ditions, who were sold by Paulus -Emilius, amounted only 
to 150,000.^® Yet Epieus might be double the extent of 
Yoeeshiee.^' 


not easily reconL*iled<^vith that ofPLr- 
TALLU aLovt* 'who says, that Spaiita 
liad 9000 citizens 

’ PoLYB lilt IX cap 20 

- [Deduct mg some few garnsons 
not in F G ] 

Diod fSic. lib x'nii 24 

* Legat 

* l7i Achaiois, 7 15, 7 

® Tit Lit lib xxxiv cap 51. Plato 
i,i CiiiroxE, 53 D 

^ [This paragraph was added la Edi- 
tion K.] 

’’ Lib IT 3 

® Lil' 'Til 126 

Tit Lit lib xlv cap 34 
[Eiiiti(*ns Hand I aeld the following 
rote, 111 pLice of tlio fjllowii'g paia- 
gi’Mph A late Fretmli TTiter, lu his 
o' )So values on rhe GncLs, has i*e- 
m.irk’el, thit PJahj) of Mactchii,\)evi^ 
dt (‘lai d captiin-geiiciMl ot the OmFL--., 
Moiul liivel'ceii iMek’d b) tin fun,., of 
230,000 oi that uatioii in liis mljn led 
C'Xpe'eUtion against Vcioia. Tins mim 


ber compreben Is, I suppose, all tho 
tie*o eitizeiis, throughout <dl the cities , 
but the authority, on which that com- 
pilation IS founded, has, I own, escap’d 
cither my memory or reading , and that 
■writer, tlio’ otherwise very ingeiiiuiis, 
lias gireii into ii bad practice, of ele- 
liTtriiig a great deal of erudition, with- 
out one citation But supposing, that 
that enumeration coil’d he justiljM ])y 
good authority from antiquity, -we may 
establish tho following computation. 
The flee Gtcclb of all ages and sexes 
were 920,000 The slaves conipuliiig 
them by the nimiher of Athenian 
sla\eij.as ahove, who seldom marrj’il 
or had families, woio doiihlo the male 
citizens of full age, viz 460,000 And 
the whole inhabit mts of antiunt Greece 
about one million, thieo hundred and 
e’ghty thousand Noiuig1it\ iiuiiibei nor 
nineh ex(.oo<ling wh.it m.iy bo louiid 
at ]ntS('nt in »S('otlaiid, a country of 
no tU the same extent, and winch is 
K'l}' mihireieutly peopl’d J 
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^ Justin ^ tells us, that, when Philip of Maoelon was de- 
clared head of the Ghbek confederacy, he called a congress 
of all the states, except the Lacedemonians, who refused to 
concur ^ and he found the force of the whole, upon computa- 
tion, to amount to 200,000 infantry, and 15,000 cavalry- 
This must be understood to be all the citizens capable of 
bearing arms. Pfr as the Gheek republics maintained no 
mercenary forces, and had no militia distinct from the whole 
body of the citizens, it is not conceivable what other medium 
there could be of computation. That such an army could 
ever, by Greece, be brought into the held, and be main- 
tained there, is contrary to all history. Upon this supposi- 
tion, therefore, we may thus reason. The free Greens of all 
ages and sexes were 860,000. The slaves, estimating them 
by the number of Athenian slaves as above, who seldom 
married or had families, were double the male citizens of full 
age, to wit, 480,000. And all the inhabitants of ancient 
Greece, excej)ting Laconia, were about one million two 
hundred and ninety thousand : ISTo mighty number, nor ex- 
ceeding what may be found at present in Scotland, a country 
of not much greater extent, and very indifferently peopled. 

We may now consider the numbers of peo^de in Eome and 
Italy, and collect all the hghts afforded us by scattered 
passages in ancient authors. We shall find, upon the 
whole, a great diflSculty in fixing any opinion on that head ; 
and no reason to support those exaggerated calculations, so 
much insisted on by modern writers. 

Dionysius Halioarnass^us ® says, that the ancient walls 
of Rome were nearly of the same compass with those of 
Athens, but that the suburbs ran out to a great extent; 
and it was difiBcult to tell, where the town ended or the 
couiitiy began. In some places of Rome, it appears, from 
the same author,^ from Juvenal,® and fi*om other ancient 
writers,® that the houses were high, and families lived in 


^ [This paragraph was added in Edi- 
tion K] i, 

* Lib. IX. cap 6 
3 Lib IT 13 
^ Lib X 32 
^ SatjT ill, 1 209 270 
® Strabo, liv t sa}s, that the eiu- 
})(‘ror pruliibilod the r.iibing 

IioUbcs liighuL th .111 bovonty feet In 
another pabbage, lib ho ‘Speaks ot 
the lioutacb oi Homjl: laihirLihly 


high Soo alho to the mdio purpobo 
Vrmxmxjb, lib. ii ca}) 8 AnibriOKb 
the feophi&t, 111 his oiMlioii els 
sajb, that Kuiti!. cuiifaibted of cities on 
the top of cities , and th it ii one wcie 
to spread it out, and untold it, it Mould 
covei the whole buriaceuf JTALy. ^\lu>le 
.in author mduig(.s liiiusilL iii suoli t \- 
tiMA.ig.uit decl.iui.itiOiJb, <Lnd gi\os bo 
nineh into tlii‘ lijporbulnAil shle, ono 
L'lovvb not how Jar he musH be udiioed 
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separate storeys, one above another : But it is probable, that 
these were only the poorer citizens, and only in some few 
streets. If we may judge from the younger Pliny’S ^ 
account of his own house, and from Bautolt’s plans of 
ancient buildings, the men of quality had very spacious 
palaces ; and their buildings were like the Chinese houses at 
this day, where each apartment is separa>ed from the rest, 
and rises no higher than a single storey.^ To which if we 
add, that the Roman nobility much ajBfected extensive por- 
ticoes, and even woods ^ in town; we may perhaps allow 
Vossius (though there is no manner of reason for it) to read 
tlie famous passage of the elder Pliny ^ his own way, with- 


Lut this roasoniiig seems natural If 
’^ps built in so sCiittercd a manner 
as LioNTiirs sajs, and ran so mueli 
into the comitry, there must liaTo been 
vci'y tew streets wheie the houses were 
raised so high It is only for want of 
room, that any body builds m that m- 
couTeniont manner. 

^ Liu. 11 epibt 16 lib Y. epist. 6. It 
IS true, Pliny theio describes a country- 
house But since that was the idea 
which the ancients formed of a magni- 
ficent and convenient building, the great 
men would certainly build the same 
way in town. ‘ In laxitatem runs 
excurrunt,’ says Seneca of the rich 
and voluptuous, epist. 111. Valehius 
^Iaximus, lih IV. cap i spe.iking of 
CiNCiNNAirs’s field of four acres, says, 

‘ Auguste sc hiibitare nunc piitat, cujus 
domus tantuni ]>atet quantum Cincin- 
nati lura patueiiiul ’ To the same pur- 
pose sec lib. xsAVi cap 15 also hb. 
xvm cap 2 

- [For the histoi^ of this sentence 
sec p 57 ] 

® ViTiiTTV hb. T cap 11 Tacit. 
annal lilj si cap 3 (Subton iji vita 
OcTAv cni> 72, 6ce. 

^ ‘Moenia ejus (Romu) collegere 
niiLitu imperatoiibii'^, ceiisoiibiisque 
VnsPASiiNis, A U 0 82S pass xiii 
MCC complexci muntcs septeni, ipsa 
chviditiir in regioucs quatuordcLirn, 
coiiipita eaiiim 26o Ejiisdeiu spatii 
niLiibura, cuiieiiir a milhario m capite 
Roll Foil statiito, ad siugulas poitas, 
qu33 sunt hckhe inimero 37, ita ut 
diiodeciui ])orlae soniol niimeivntur, pifp- 
l(‘uautui(pie ex rotciilnis sejdcm, qiup 
esse (lesioiiiut, dhcit passuiim pei di- 
icttum 30,775 Adoxtrcm.i Kro tec- 
toiuiii ciLiii cactus pLieloiiis .ib cudtiu 


Milliario, per vicos omuiiim viarum, 
mensura collegit paulo amp] ms septiia- 
ginta mil ha passiium Quo si quis 
altitudinom teetoriim addat, digrani 
profccto, cestimationem eoncipiat, Litea- 
tunpie nullius urhis magmtiulmem lu 
tote oibe putuissc ci comparaii.’ Pjlin. 
hb ill ce]j 6 

All the best manuscripts of Pliny 
read tlic passage as heio cited, and fix 
the compass of the walls of Rome to bo 
thiiteen miles The question is, What 
Pliny means by 30,775 paces, and how 
that number was formed? The maimer 
m which I conceive it, is this Rome 
VMS a semicircular area of thirteen 
miles circiimteiencc The Forum, and 
consequently the IMilhaiiiiiu, we know, 
was situated on the banks ot the Tiuer, 
and mar the centex of tho ciicle, or 
upon +he diameter of the semieiicular 
area Though there u ( re tliirtj' seven 
gates to Rome, yet only tivolve of them 
had straight streets, leading from tlieiu 
to the Milliarnim Pliny, thcreforo, 
having assigned the eircumfcioiice of 
Rome, and knowing that that alone was 
not sufficient to give us a just notion of 
its surface, uses tins faither method. 
He supposes all the streets, leading 
fiom the IMilharnim to tlie twelve gates, 
to ho laid together luto one stiaiglit 
line, aiiil siippoM's wo run along that 
line, as to count I'acli gate once In 
winch case, he says, that the Avhole line 
is 30,775 p*ic<‘s Or, in other words, 
that each stioet oi radius of the scmi- 
cirvulir area is upon an average two 
miles and <i halt , and the wlioh* length 
ot lioME IS five miles, and its breadth 
.ihoiit halt as much, besides tho scattiToil 

hlll>llrll^ 

Peke If viun^uiN uud<ihlamks this 
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out admitting the extravagant consequences wliieli lie draws 
from it. 

• The number of citizens who received corn by the public 
distribution in the time of Augustus, were two hundred 
thousand.^ This one would esteem a pretty certain ground 
of calculation : Yet is it attended with such circumstances 
as throw us back kito doubt and uncertainty. 


passage m the same manner , with re- 
gard to the Iiyiiig together the suveial 
streets of Eomm into ono line, in order 
to compose 30,775 paces But then ho 
supposes, that streets led from the 
Milliarium to every gate, and tliat no 
street exceeded 800 paces in length. 
But (1 ) a semicircular area, whose 
radius was only 800 paces, could never 
have a circumferonco near thirteen 
miles, the compass of Bomb as assigned 
by Plint a radius of two miles and 
a half forms very nearly that circum- 
ference. (2.) There is an absurdity in 
supposing a city so built as to have 
streets running to its center from every 
gate in its circuniferouce These streets 
must interfere as they approach (3 ) 
This diminishes too much from the 
gr(‘alness of ancient Rome, and reduces 
that city below oven BniSTOLor Rotter- 
I)a:m 

The sense which Vossnrs in his Oh- 
servationes vanes puts on this passage 
of Plint, errs widely in the other ex- 
treme. One manuscript of no authority, 
instead of thirteen miles, has assigned 
thirty miles for the compass of the 
walls of Rome. And Voss i us under- 
stands this only of the curvilinear part 
of the circumference, supposing, that 
as the Tthee formed the diameter, 
there were no walls built on that side. 
But (1.) this reading is allovod to be 
contrary to almost all the manuscripts. 

(2 ) Why should Plint, a concise 
writer, repeat the compass of tho walls 
of Rome in two successive sentences? 

(3 ) Why repeat it with so sensible a 
variation ? (4 ) "What is the meaning 
of Plint’s mentioning twice th(^ Mil- 
iiAiiiUM, if a line was measured that 
had no depemlence on thoMiLLiARiuM? 
(5 ) Aueelia.n’s wall is said hy Vopis- 
cus to have been drawn laxioie amhitu, 
and to have comprehemled all the l)uild- 
iiigts and su])Uil)h on the north side of 
the T\hiir , yot its compass w.is only 
fifty miles, and e^en here critics sus- 
pect sumo mistiiko or corruption in tlie 


text, since the walls, which remain, 
and which are supposed to be the 
same with Aurolian’s, exceed not twelve 
miles It IS not prob.ible, that Rome 
would diminish from Augustus to 
Atjrfltan It remdincd still tho capital 
of the samo empire, and none of the 
civil wars in that long period, except 
the tumults on the death of Maximus 
and Baluinus, ever affected tho city. 
Caracalla is said by Aurelius Victor 
to have oncreased Rome (6 ) There 
are no remains of ancient buildings, 
which mark any such greatness of 
Rome Vossius’s reply to this objec- 
tion seems absurd. That the rubbish 
would sink sixty or seventy feet under 
ground. It appears from Spaetian {uv 
vita Sevui) that tho five-mile siono in 
via Lavicana was out of tho city (7 ) 
Oltmuiodoeus and Publius Victor fix 
tho number of houses iii Rome to be 
botwixt forty and fifty thousand (8 ) 
The very extravagance of tho conso- 
quencos drawn by this critic, as w^oll as 
Lipsius, if they bo necessary, ilestioys 
tho foundation on winch they aro 
grounded That Rome contained four- 
teen millions of inhabitants , while tho 
whole kingdom of Prance contains 
only five, accoidmg to his compubi- 
tion, &c 

The only objection to tho sonso which 
we have afSxed aliovo to the passage of 
Plint, seems to he in tins, That Plint, 
after mentioning the thiity-sevcn gates 
of Rome, assigns only a reason for 
suppressing tho seven old ones, and 
says nothing of tho eighteen g.iles, tho 
streets loading from which tecnmiated, 
accoidmg to luy opinion, before they 
reached the Porum But as Plin^ w\is 
writing to the Romvns, who perfectly 
knew the disposilion of tin* slieet'^, it is 
not strange ho should t ikc a eiicuiu- 
sbince for gi.inted, which was so f.i- 
nnliar to every bod\ Perhaps t<»o, 
111 iny of these gates led to wdiaiis upon 
tho river 

^ El iRonUiiii'iit Aiictfr 
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Did tlie poorer citizens only receive the distribution ? It 
was calculated, to be sure, chiefly for their benefit. But it 
aj)pears from a passage in Cioeko ^ that the rich might al§o 
take their portion, and that it was esteemed no reproach in 
them to apply for it. 

To whom was the corn given ; whether only to heads of 
families, or to every man, woman, and cli^d? The poi'tion 
every month was five to each^ (about of a bushel). 
This was too little for a family, and too much for an indivi- 
dual, A veiy accurate antiquary,^ therefore, infers, that it 
was given to every man of full age : But he allows the 
matter to be uncertain. 

Was it strictly enquhed, whether the claimant lived within 
the precincts of Borne ; or was it sufficient, that he presented 
himself at the monthly distribution ? This last seems more 
probable,^ " 

Were there no false claimants? We are told,^ that 
C-ESAE struck off at once 170,000, who had creeped in 
without a just title ; and it is very little j^robable, that he 
remedied all abuses. 

But, lastly, what proportion of slaves must we assign to 
these citizens ? This is the most material question ; and the 
most unceHain, It is very doubtful, whether Athens can 
be established as a imle for Rome. Perhaps the Athenians 
had more slaves, because they employed them in manufac- 
tures, for whicli a cajiital city, like Rome, seems not so 
proper. Perhaps, on the other hand, the Romans had more 
slaves, on account of their superior luxury and riches. 

There were exact bills of mortality kept at Rome ; but no 
ancient author has given us the number of burials, except 
Suetonius,® who tells us, that in one season, there were 
50,000 names carried to the temple of Libitina : But this 
was during a plague ; which can afford no certain founda- 
tion for any inference. 

The public corn, though distributed only to 20,000 citizens. 


* QuGbt li]» in cup 48 

" LuiniUi) apvd Saliiisr /ui>t fmg 
nl> 111 

" yiLolaufi HoitcdbUfs de re ftii/nen- 
tana Tioinan 

’ Not to toke th^ people too nuieli 
■fiiMii lilt ir knsiiiLS'^ Am.UM’rs ord.iiiiutl 
the Ui^triltutioii ot com tu be made 
only thriee But tlio people 

iiiidiiio the m.jiUbly dibLiibutioUb 


convoi^^eiit, (as pre&eiYiug, I suppose, 
a moie legnbir oecouomy in their family ) 
desired to hat o them restored, Stjlton. 
August, cap 40 Had not some of 
the people come fiom some distuince 
tor llieir coni, AtK.nsTUs’s precaution 
s< enis Mipcilliiuub 

* iSiu'ton ui Jul cap 41. 

® In vita JSi’} oniii, 
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affected very considerably the whole agriculture of Italy 
a fact no wise recoiicileable to some modern exaggerations 
with regard to the inhabitants of that country. 

The best ground of conjecture I can find concerning the 
greatness of ancient Eome is this : We are told by HerodiaisTj^ 
that Antioch and Alexandeia were very little inferior to 
Eome. It appears ^'om Diodorus Siculus,® that one straight 
street of ALEXAKDRiAreaching from gate to gate, was five miles 
long 3 and as Alexandria was much more extended in length 
than breadth, it seems to. have been a city nearly of the bulk 
of Paris and Eome might be about the size of London. 

There lived in Alexandria, in Diodorus Siculus’s time,® 
300,000 free people, comprehending, I suppose, women and 
children.® But what number of slaves? Had we any just 
ground to fix these at an equal number with the free inhabi- 
tants, it would favour the foregoing computation. 

There is a passage in Hbrodian, which is a little surprising. 
He says positively, that the palace of the Emperor was as 
large as all the rest of the city.’’ This was Nero’s golden 
house, which is indeed represented by Suetonius ® and Flint 


* Sveton Aug cap 42 

® Lib. IV cap. 5, 

^ Lib. xvii. o2. 

^ Qiuutus Uuilms says, its walls wore 
ten miles in circumfereuco, when loun- 
tled by Aloxander, lib. iv. cap 8. 
Strabo, who had travelled to Alexan- 
dria as well as Diodorus Siculus, says 
It was scarce four niilos long, and m 
most places about a mile broad, lib, 
xvji. Pimy says it resembled a Mace- 
donian cassock, stretching out in the 
corners, lib v cap. 10. Notwithstand- 
ing this bulk ot Alexandria, which 
seems but moderate, Diodonis Siculus, 
speakiug ot its circuit as drawn by 
Alexander (which it never exceeded, as 
weleain ±rom Ammiauus Maicellinus, 
hb. xxii. cap 16,) sajs it was fxeyidu 
dta^epoi^ra, extremelg great, ibid Tlie 
leasou which he assigns for its sur- 
passing all cities m the woild^or ho 
cxcLpls iKjt lioniej is, that it coulaincd 
o00,UU{) liee inhabitants He also men- 
tions the revenues of the kings, to wit, 
0 000 talents, as another cjrcum stance 
to the same puiposo, no such mighty 
sum 111 our eyes, eieii though w'e make 
allow ante lor the dilleienc value of 
iiioiie)^ hat Strabo says of the neigh- 
boiu'iiig country, means only that it was 


peopled, oiKo6p.€va icaAws Might not 
one affirm, without auy great h} perbolo, 
that the whole banks ot the river, from 
Gravesend to 'Windsor, are one city? 
This is oven more than Stoabo says of 
the banks of the lake Mareotis, and of 
the canal to Canspus It is a vulgar 
saying in Italy, that the king of Sar- 
dinia has but one town in Piedmont, 
for it is all a town Agrippa, «« 
Josejghus de hello Judaic, lib. u cap. 
16, to make his audience comprehend 
the excessive greatness of Alexandria, 
which he endeavours to magnify, de- 
scribes only the compass of the city as 
draw'n by Aloxander, a clear proof 
that the bulk of the inhabitants wero 
lodged thoie, .ind that the neighbouring 
country was no more than what might 
bo expected about all great towns, very 
well cultivated, and well peopled. 

^ Lib x\ii 52. 

^ He says i\cvd€puL, not TvoXTrai, 
which last expression must liaie been 
uudcrstcod ot citizens alone, and growm 
men 

' Lib IV cap. 1. Trdcrrjs Tro'Aews' PoLi- 
Ti\.2^ interpnts it ' mdibus majoribus 
ell am reliLpm lu'be ’ 

® He Ki}s (ill NERO>.n cap oO ) tint 
a portico or piazza of it wms 3000 
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as of an enormous extent 5 ^ but no power of imagination 
can make tis conceive it to bear any proportion to such a city 
as Loxdok, 

We may observe, bad the historian been relating ITebo’s 
extravagance, and had he made use of such an expression, it 
would have had much less weight ; these rhetorical exagge- 
rations being so apt to creep into an a^jithor^s style, even 
when the most chaste and correct. But it is mentioned by 
Hekodian only by the by, in relating the quarrels between 
Geta and Caeaoalla. 

It appears from the same historian,^ that there was then 
much land uncultivated, and put to no manner of use ; and 
he ascribes it as a great praise to Pebtinax, that he allowed 
every one to take such land either in Italy or elsewhere, 
and cultivate it as he pleased, without paying any taxes. 
Lands uncultivated^ and put to no manner of use ! This is not 
heard of in any pari of Cheistej^dom ; except in some remote 
parts of HuiirGABT ; as I have been informed. And it surely 
corresponds very ill with that idea of the extreme populous- 
ness of antiquity, so much insisted on. 

We learn from Yopisous/ that there was even in Etbueia 
much fertile land uncultivated, which the Emperor Aueeliax 
intended to convert into vineyards, in order to furnish the 
Eomast people with a gratuitous distribution of wine ; a very 
proper expedient for deiDopulatiiig still fariher that caj)ital 
and all the neighbouring territories. 

It may not be amiss to take notice of the account which 
Polybius ^ gives of the great herds of swine to be met with 
in Tuscany and Lombabdy, as well as in Gbeece, and of 
the method of feeding them which was then practised. 

^ There are great herds of swine,’ says he, ^ throughout all 
^ Italy, particularly in former times, through Etbueia and 
‘ Cisalpine Gaul. And a herd frequently consists of a 


feet long , ‘ tanta laxitas ut portions 
tripbecs milliarids liabeiot/ Ho cdu- 
not mean three miles For tlio whole 
extent of the house flora the P.VLiTiNn 
to the Esqtjilixe Tras not nonr so great 
So when A’opi^c in Aureiiano nion- 
tions a portico in SiLLUbr’s gardens, 
'which he c<ills perilous onilluiiLnbis, it 
must be iiuderstood of a thousand foot 
So also IIoK^CE ; 

‘ Nulla dccoinpedjs 
Metuta piiTUtib opaciim 


Porticus excipiebat Arcton.’ Lib. 
2 ode 15 

So al^ in lib 1 satyr 8. 

‘JMilIo ]>odeR in fronte, trccentos 
eippus in agrum 
IIic dabat ’ 

^ PniNiuH, lib xxxM cap 15. ‘Bis 
Tidimus urbem totam cmgi domibus 
priuci])iim, Caii ac NiiUONis/ 

- Lil) n cap 15 
^ In AonrLiAN cap 18 
* Lib All. caj). 2 
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^thousand or more swine. Wlien one of these herds in 
* feeding meets with another, they mix together ; and the 
^ ^wine-herds have no other expedient for separating them 
^ than to go to different quarters, where they sound their horn ; 
^ and these animals, being accustomed to that signal, run 
^ immediately each to the horn of his own keeper. Whereas 
^ in Geeeoe, if tl^ herds of swine happen to mix in the 
^ forests, he who has the greater flock, takes cunningly the 

opportunity of driving all away. And thieves are very apt 
^ to purloin the straggling hogs, which have wandered to a 
^ great distance from their keeper in search of food.^ 

May we not infer from this account, that the north of 
Italy, as well as Greece, was then much less peopled, and 
worse cultivated, than at present? How could these vast 
herds be fed in a country so full of inclosures, so improved 
by agriculture, so divided by farms, so planted with vines and 
corn intermingled together? I must confess, that Polybius’s 
relation has more the air of that oeconomy which is to be met 
with in our American colonies, than the management of a 
European countx'y. 

We meet with a reflection in Aristotle’s ^ Ethics, which 
seems unaccountable on any supposition, and by proving too 
much in favour of our present reasoning, may be thought 
reaUy to prove nothing*. That philosopher, treating of friend- 
ship, and observing, that this relation ought neither to be 
contracted to a very few, nor extended over a great multitude, 
illustrates his opinion by the following argument. ^ In like 
^ manner,’ says he, as a city cannot subsist, if it either have 
^ so few inhabitants as ten, or so many as a hundred thousand 5 
^ so is there a mediocrity required in the number of friends ; 
^ and you destroy the essence of friendship by running into 
‘ either extreme.’ What ! imj^ossible that a city can contain 
a hundred thousand inhabitants ! Had Aristotle never seen 
nor heard of a city so j)opulous ? This, I must own, passes 
my comprehension. 

Pliny 2 tells us that.*SELEUOiA, the seat of the Greek 
empire in the East, was reported to contain 600,000 people. 
Carthage is said by Strabo^ to have contained 700,000. 
The inhabitants of Pekin are not much more numerous. 

' Lili IX eip 10 His (xprcssionis - Lil> vi c.ip 2S. 

Mp^TTus, nut TToAtrrjs, mliubitaut, not •» Lib. x\n. 833 
Clti/JOll. 
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LoxDOisr, Pabis, and OoNSTANTixoPiiE^ may admit of nearly 
the same computation ; at least, the two latter cities do not 
exceed it. Pome, Alexandria, Antioch, we have already 
spoken of. Prom the experience of past and present ages, 
one might conjecture that there is a kind of impossibility, 
that any city could ever rise much beyond this proportion. 
Whether the grandeur of a city be founds on commerce or 
on empire, there seem to be invincible obstacles, which pre- 
vent its farther progress. The seats of vast monarchies, by 
introducing extravagant luxury, irregular expence, idleness, 
dependence, and false ideas of rank and superiority, are im- 
proper for commerce. Extensive commerce checks itself, by 
raising the price of all labour and commodities. When a 
great court engages the attendance of a numerous nobility, 
possessed of overgrown fortunes, the middling gentry remain 
in their provincial towns, where they can make a figure on a 
moderate income. And if the dominions of a state arrive 
at an enormous size, there necessarily arise many capitals, in 
the remoter provinces, whither all the inhabitants, except a 
few courtiers, repair for education, fortune, and amusement.^ 
London, by uniting extensive commerce and middling empire, 
has, perhaps, arrived at a greatness, which no city will ever 
be able to exceed. 

Chuse Dover or Calais for a center : Draw a circle of 
two hiindi’ed miles radius : Ton comprehend London, Paris, 
the Netherlands, the United Provinces, and some of the 
best cultivated parts of Prance and England. It may 
safely, I think, be affirmed, that no S]pot of ground can be 
found, in antiquity, of equal extent, which contained near so 
many great and populous cities, and was so stocked with 
riches and inhabitants. To balance, in both periods, the 
states, which possessed most art, knowledge, civility, and the 
best police, seems the truest method of comparison. 

It is an observation of L’Abbb du Bos,^ that Italy is 
warmer at present than it was in ancient times. ^ The annals 
^ of Eome tell us,’ says he, ^ that in ;fihe year 48 J ah U,Cl the 
^winter was so severe that it destroyed the trees. The 
^ Ttber froze in Eome, and the gronnd was covered with 


^ Suth m‘ro Antioch, Rouen-, Aix, &t* lu Franck , Dublin, 

CAiiTiiA(}K, Fpiiesits, L\uns, &c in Ihu Ei)iNi5UU( ii, York, lu Lliu Rmtimi do- 
ItoMAN uiupiro Su<'h .iro eien Bouii- nuiiious 
LiAUX, Th<>1jO-u3i% Dhon, Renmis, - Vol. 2. Sect IG. 
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‘snow for forty days. When Juvenal' describes a snper- 
‘ stitions woman, he represents her as breaking the ice of the 
‘ Tybbe, that she might perform her ablutions : 

* Hyhernum fracta glade descendet in a^nnefn^ 

‘ Ter matutino Tgheri mergetur, 

‘He speaks of th^t river’s freezing as a common event. 
‘ Many passages of Horace suppose the streets of Eome full 
‘of snow and ice. We should have more certainty with 
‘ regard to this point, had the ancients known the use of 
^ thermometers ; But their writers, without intending it, give 
‘ us information, sufllcient to convince us, that the winters 
‘ are now much more temperate at Eome than formerly. At 
‘present the Ttber no more freezes at Eome than the 
‘NTilb at Cairo. The Eomans esteem the winters very 
‘ rigorous, if the snow lie two days, and if one see for eight 
‘ and forty hours a few icicles hang from a fountain that has 
- ‘ a north exposure.’ 

The observation of this ingenious critic may be extended 
to other European climates. Who could discover the mild 
climate of France in Diodorus Siculus’s^ description of 
that of Gaul ? ‘ As it is a northern climate,’ says he, ‘ it is 

‘ infested with cold to an extreme degree. In cloudy weather, 
‘ instead of rain there fall great snows ; and in clear weather 
‘ it there jfreezes so excessive hai’d, that the rivers acquire 
‘bridges of their own substance, over which, not only 
‘ single travellers may pass, but large armies, accompanied 
‘with all their baggage and loaded waggons. And there 
‘ being many rivers in Gaul, the Ehone, the Ehine, &e., 

‘ almost all of them are frozen over ; and it is usual, in order 
‘ to prevent falling, to cover the ice with chaff and straw at 
‘ the places where the road passes.’ ® Colder than a Gallic 
Winter, is used by Petronius as a proverbial expression. 
Aristotle says, that Gaul is so cold a climate that an ass 
could not live in it.^ 

^ North of the CEVENNES,<^ays Strabo,® Gaul produces not 
figs and olives : And the vines, which have been planted, 
bear not grapes, that will ripen. 

Ovid positively maintains, with all the serious affirmation 

* Sat, C 522 added in Edition E.] 

* Lib. IV 25 * Do geiiorat amm, hl>, ii. 8, 14 

^ [Tiio next two sentences aro not in ' L\I> iv 178 

Editions H to Jx and tlio latter wti 


"vrr\r 
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of prosoj that the Euxine sea was frozen over every winter 
in his time ; and he appeals to Eoman governonrs, whom he 
names, for the truth of his assertion.^ This seldom or never 
happens at present in the latitude of Tomi, whither Ovid 
was banished. All the complaints of the same poet seem to 
mark a rigour of the seasons, which is scarcely experienced 
at present in Peteesbuegh or Stockhol^i. 

Totjenefoet, a Provengal^ who had travelled into the same 
country, observes that there is not a finer climate in the 
world : And he asserts that nothing but Ovid’s melancholy 
could have given him such dismal ideas of it. But the facts, 
mentioned by that poet, are too circumstantial to bear any 
such interpretation. 

POLTBIXJS^ says that the climate in Aecadia was very 
cold, and the ah moist. 

^ Italy,’ says Vaeeo,^ ‘ is the most temperate climate in 
Eueope. The inland parts ’ (Gaul, Geemany, and Pae- 
EONIA, no doubt) ^ have almost perpetual winter.’ 

The northern parts of Spain, according to Steabo,^ are 
but iU inhabited, because of the great cold. 

Allowing, therefore, this remark to be just, that Eueope 
is become warmer than formerly ; how can we account for it ? 
Plainly, by no other method, than by supposing that the 
land is at present much better cultivated, and that the 
woods are clep.red, which formerly threw a shade upon the 
earth, and kei^t the rays of the sun from j^enetrating to it. 
Our northern colonies in Ameeica become more temperate, 
in proportion as the woods are felled ; ^ but in general, every 
one may remark that cold is still much more severely felt, 
both in North and South Aneeica, thtm in places under the 
same latitude in Eueope. 

Saseena, quoted by Columella, afiiimed that the dispo- 
sition of the heavens was altered before his time, and that 
the air had become much milder and warmer ; as appears 
hence, says he, that many j)laces now abound with vineyards 
and olive plantations, which formcily, by reason of the rigour 

^ Trist lib 111 cleg 10 Jje JPimio, ot‘ the fir.st dibcovory and conquest of 

lib, ir elcg 7, 0, 10 thc.^e countries, they appear to have 

- Lib IV cap 21 been very hcilthfiil, being then well 

^ Lib. 1 . cap 2 ptO]»led and cultivated. No account of 

* Lib 111 137 the siclincss or decay of Coktes’s or 

® The waini southern colonics also Pizauuo’s small aimics, 

become moro lualthful And it is re- Li]>. i. cap. 1, 

markable, that in the Spanish histones r 
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of the climate, could raise none of these productions. Such 
a change, if real, will bo allowed an evident sign of the bettor 
cultivation and peopling of countries before the age of 
Sasee]SA ; ^ and if it be continued to the present times, is a 
proof, that these advantages have been continually encreasing 
throughout this part of the world. 

Let us now cast^ur eye over all the countries which are 
the scene of ancient and modern history, and compai’e their 
past and present situation : We shall not, perhaps, find such 
foundation for the complaint of the present emptiness and 
desolation of the world. -®aTPT is represented by Maillet, 
to whom we owe the best account of it, as extremely popu- 
lous ; though he esteems the number of its inhabitants to be 
diminished. Sthia, and the Lesser Asia, as well as the 
coast of Baebaet, I can z'eadily own, to be desait in compa- 
rison of their ancient condition. The depopulation of 
Geeece is also obvious. But whether the country now 
called Tueket in Eueope may not, in general, contain more 
inhabitants than during the flourishing period of Geeece, 
may bo a little doubtful. The Theaoiae'S seem then to 
have lived like the Taetaes at present, by pasturage and 
plunder : ^ The Getes were still more uncivilized : ® And the 
Illteians were no better.** These occupy nine-tenths of 
that countiy : And though the government of the Tueks be 
not very favourable to industry and propagation ; yet it pre- 
serves at least peace and order among the inhabitants ; and 
is preferable to that barbarous, unsettled condition, in which 
they anciently lived. 

Poland and Muscovy in Eueope are not populous ; but 
are certainly much more so than the ancient Saematia and 
Scythia ; where no husbandry or tillage was ever heard of, 
and izasturage was the sole art by which the people were 
maintained. The like observation may be extended to 
Denmaek and Sweden. No one ought to esteem the im- 
mense swarms of people, which formerly came from the 
North, and over-ran all Eueope, to be any objection to this 
opinion. Where a whole nation, or even half of it remove 
their seat, it is easy to imagine, what a j)rodigious multitude 
they must form; with what desperate valour they must 

^ He socni's to lidve livotl about tlio iv. cap 10 
timo of the -s ounger Afuio.vntjs , lil> i ® Ond jmissi,}}, St/abi>,hh mi. 
cap 1 * Polyb. iib 11. cap 12 

3 XcHop/i, Exp lib, Yu. Vidph li]» 
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mate tlieir attacks ; and tow the terror they strike into tte 
invaded nations will make ttese magnify, in their imagina- 
tion, both the courage and multitude of the invaders. SocJt- 
LAND is neither extensive nor poj)ulous ; but were the half 
of its inhabitants to seek new seats, they would form a 
colony as numerous as the Teutons and Cimbei ; and would 
shake all Eueope, suj)posing it in no feetter condition for 
defence than formerly. 

Geemant has surely at present twenty times more inha- 
bitants than in ancient times, when they cultivated no 
ground, and each tribe valued itself on the extensive desola- 
tion which it spread around ; as we learn from C^esae,^ and 
Tacitus,® and Steabo.^ A proof, that the division into 
small republics will not alone render a nation populous, 
unless attended with the spirit of peace, order, and industry. 

The barbarous condition of Beitain in former times is 
well known, and the thinness of its inhabitants may easily be 
conjectured, both from their barbarity, and from a circum- 
stance mentioned by Heeodian,^ that all Beitain was 
marshy, even in Seveeus’s time, after the Romans had been 
fully settled in it above a century. 

It is not easily imagined, that the Gauls were anciently 
much more advanced in the arts of life than their northern 
neighbours j since they travelled to this island for their 
education in the mysteries of the religion and philosophy of 
the Deuids.® I cannot, therefore, think, that Gaul was 
then near so populous as Feance is at present. 

Were we to believe, indeed, and join together the testi- 
mony of Appian, and that of Diodoeus Siculus, we must 
admit of an incredible populousness in Gaul. The former 
historian® says, that there were 400 nations in that country; 
the latter ^ affirms, that the largest of the Gallic nations 
consisted of 200,000 men, besides women and children, and 
the least of 50,000. Calculating, therefore, at a medium, 
we must admit of near 200 millions of people, in a country, 
which we esteem poj)ulous at present, though supposed to 
contain little more than twenty.® Such calculations, there- 

' De Bello G-allioo, lib vi, 23 were not much more improved than the 

^ I)e Moyihiis Germ, GrBRaiANs 

® Lib wi <* Celt pars 1 hb iv. 2. 

* Lib 111 cap 47 ’ Lib v 25 

* CiESAE de Bello Gcdlico^ lib vi. 13 ® Ancient Gattl was more extensive 

SruABo, hb vn. 200 says, the G-avls than modern JfftANCE. 
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fore, by tbeir extravagance, lose all manner of antbority. 
We may observe, that the equality of property, to 'which the 
populousness of antiquity may be ascribed, had no ]Dlace 
among the Gauls.^ Their intestine wars also, before 
C-^sar’s time, were almost perpetual.^ And Strabo ® 
observes, that, though all Gaul was cultivated, yet was it 
not cultivated witls any sMll or care; the genius of the 
inhabitants leading them less to arts than arms, till their 
slavery under Eome produced peace among themselves. 

CiBSAR'* enumerates very particularly the great forces 
which were levied in Beloium to oppose his conquest, and 
makes them amount to 208,000, These were not the whole 
people able to bear arms : For the same historian tells us, 
that the Bellovaoi could have brought a hundred thousand 
men into the field, though they engaged only for sixty. 
Taking the whole, therefore, in this proportion of ten to six, 
^ ® the sum of fighting men in all the states of Belgium was 
about 350,000; all the inhabitants a million and a half. And 
Belgium being about a fourth of Gaul, that countiy might 
contain six millions, which is not ^ near the third of its 
present inhabitants.’’ ® We are informed by CiESAR, that the 
Gauls had no fixed property in land ; but that the chief- 
tains, when any death happened in a family, made a new 
division of all the lands among the several members of the 
family. This is the custom of Tanistry^ which so long 
prevailed in Irelaitd, and which retained that country in 
a state of miseiy, barbarism and desolation. 


* Cjesab de Bello GallieOi lili. 13. 

* Id. %htd. 15. 

* Lib. ir. 178. 

* De Bello GalUcOf hb. li. 4. 

® [Editions H and I read as foUoTTS : 
Tbe sum of fighting men in all the 
States of Belgiijivi "vras aboYO half a 
million ; the whole inhabitants two 
millions. And Belgium being about 
the fourth of GtAul, that county might 
contain eight millions, which is scarce 
above the third of its present inl^bi- 
tants ] 

« [‘ Near * was added in Edition E ] 

’ It appears from CiESAn’s account, 
that the Gauls had no domestic slaves,' 
(who formed a different order from the 
Blehes ) The whole common people were 
indeed a kind of slaves to the nobility, 
as the people of Poland are at this 


day And a nobleman of Gaul had 
sometimes ten tlion&and dependants of 
this kind. Nor can we doubt, that the 
armies wore composed of the people as 
well as of the nolclity: An aimy of 
100,000 noldomen from a very small 
state IS incredible The fighting men 
amongst the HELVi-yrii w'ere the fourth 
part of the whole inhabitants , a clear 
proof that all the males of military age 
Lore arms. See OiESAE de hello Gall, 
lib 1. 

We may remark, that the mimhers 
in Cjesae’s commentaries can bo more 
depended on than those ol any other 
antient anthor, because of the Greek 
translation, which still remains, and 
which checks the Latin original 

® [The remainder of the paiagraph 
was added in Edition N ] 


^ ' [* wl?o — Plebes ' not in Editions H and I ] 
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The ancient Helvetia was 250 miles in length, and 180 
in breadth, according to the same author ; ^ yet contained 
only 360,000 inhabitants. The canton of Beene alone hS.s, 
at present, as many people. 

After this computation of Appian and Diodoetjs Siculus, 
I know not, whether I dare affirm, that the modem Dutcie 
are more numerons than the ancient Bat^lVI. 

Spain is, perhaps, decayed from what it was three cen- 
turies ago; but if we step backward two thousand years, 
and consider the restless, turbulent, unsettled condition of 
its inhabitants, we may probably be inclined to think that it 
is now much more populous. Many Spaniards killed them- 
selves, when deprived of their arms by the Romans.^ It 
appears from Plutarch ^ that robbery and plunder were 
esteemed honourable among the Spaniards. Hirtius^ 
represents in the same light the situation of that country in 
CiESAR's time ; and he says, that every man was obliged to 
live in castles and walled towns for his security. It was not 
till its final conquest under AuauSTUs, that these disorders 
were repressed.® The account which Strabo ® and Justin ^ 
give of Spain, corresponds exactly with those above men- 
tioned. How much, therefore, must it diminish from our 
idea of the populousness of antiquity, when we find that 
Tullt, comparing Italy, Aprio, Gaul, Greece, and Spain, 
mentions the great number of inhabitants, as the peculiar 
circumstance, which rendoi*ed this latter country formidable ? ® 

Italy, however, it is jirobable, has decayed : But how 
many great cities docs it still contain? Venice, Genoa, 
Pavia, Turin, Milan, Haples, Plorence, Leghorn, which 
either subsisted not in ancient times, or were then very 
inconsiderable ? If we reflect on this, we shall not be apt 
to carry matters to so great an extreme as is usual, with 
regard to this subject. 

When the Eon an authors complain, that Italy, which 


1 T)e DilJo Gulheo, lib i 2 
® Titi LnniAih sxxiv cap 17 
** Id vita Mai Li G 
^ De Hello Ihsp S 
® VclL TateiC lib n § 90 
° Lib in 
Lib xliv 

^ ‘Necmimero I[i«?pnnn«i, noc robore 
Gallos, nec calliditate Puiuos, noc nrti- 
1 )us Graces, noc doniqiio boc ip&o liiijus 


gen-fJis, ac iorrai domeslieo nativoque 
M'lisn, It.ilob ijisos ac Latinos-supei- 
avi mils' Dehanifip resp cai> 9 The 
disorders of Spain seem to have liecn 
almost proverbial • ‘ Nec impacatos a 
tergo horrebis Iberos ’ Virg» Georg, 
lib 111 408 The Iukrt are here plainly 
taken, by a poetical figure, for robbers 
in general. 
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formerly exported corn, became dependent on all tlie pro- 
vinces for its daily bread, tbey never ascribe tliis alteration 
to the encrease of its inhabitants, but to the neglect of tillage 
and agriculture,^ A natural effect of that j)ernicious practice 
of importing corn, in order to distribute it gratis among the 
Eoman citizens, and a very bad means of multiplying the 
inhabitants of any* country. ^ The sjportula^ so much talked 
of by Maetial and Juvenal, being presents regularly made 
by the great lords to their smaller clients, must have had a 
like tendency to j^roduce idleness, debauchery, and a conti- 
nual decay among the people. The parish-rates liave at 
present the same bad consequences in England, 

Were I to assign a period, when I imagine this part of the 
world might possibly contain more inhabitants than at pre- 
sent, I should pitch upon the age of Trajan and the Anto- 
NiNES ; the great extent of the Eoman empire being then 
civilized and cultivated, settled almost in a profound peace 
‘ both foreign and domestic, and living under the same regular 
police and government.^ But we are told that all extensive 
governments, especially absolute monarchies, are pernicious 
to population, and contain a secret vice and poison, which 


* Vahro de re ? ustica, lib ii. prajf, 
CoLcnvtELLA prjef Sueton, August. 
cap. 42 . 

Though tho observations of I/Abbo 
du Bos should bo admitted, that Italy 
IS now w*armer than in former times, 
tho consequence may not bo nocos&iry, 
that it is more populous or bettor cul- 
tiv.ited. If the other countries of 
EuitOPB wero moro savage and woody, 
tho cold vinds that blew from them, 
miglit afFoct tho climate of Italy. 

® Tho inhabitants of seit ekm 

lost not their superiority over tho 
Gauls in commereo and the iiRchaiiic 
aits, till the Rom.vn dominion turned 
tho latter from arms to agriculture and 
civil life Seo Straro, lib iv 180-1 
That author, in several pl.iees, repe.its 
the observation concerning the iinproi(‘- 
meiit arising from the Roman" urt^and 
civility And ho lived at, tlio time when 
the change vas new, and would ho 
moro sensible So also Puny ‘ Qms 
ciiim non, commumcato orho torrariini, 
nnij estate Romani iiiipeiii, profeeissc 
vil.uii putet, eoninicK lo iiim ac soeu*- 
tatc test.e pacis, oniinaque ctuim, qiuu 
occulta antea fiRraut, iii prouuseno 
usu facta. Lib. xiv. i)r(^iii. Nuiniiio 


dciim electa (spealciiig of Italy) qufo 
ccelum ipsuni eldiuis faein ot, sparsa 
congregiirot impoiia, ritiisquo molliret, 
& tot populoruni discorden, [forasquo 
linguas SOI moms eoinmcreio contralie- 
ret ad colloquia, &T[iiimauitatem hommi 
dai’ct ; brovitorquo, nna cunctarum gon- 
tium in toto orbo patria fieret,’ hh ii. 
cap o, NoUiing can be stronger Lo this 
purpose than tho following passage 
from Trrtulltan, who lived about tho 
age of Sever ns. ‘Cor to epudom ipso 
orhis in proni])tu cst, ciiltior de die & 
instnictiorpnstino Omnm jam ])(‘rvia, 
omma iiota, omnia ingot losa. Sohtu- 
dines fainosas retro fuiidi amoinis&inii 
oblitoraverunt., silvas arva domnerunl, 
foias pecora fogavorunt , arenm seruu- 
tiir, saxa panguntiir, jialiides elniuantnr, 
taiiLe lubes, quanbe non cnfia‘ quoinl.uii. 
Jam nee insubie lioiunl, nee seiqmli 
teiTenb, nbiqne donni'^, ubnjiie pot»iiliis, 
iibiquo respiilbea, ubnpio vita Suni- 
nuim tostimoimnn fieqiKMituio hnniaiife, 
oiuTOM snnniH nmiulo, vi^ imbis ele- 
ment.! suifieiunt , <5c neei>sm(a1(‘s are- 
liurcs, lel.e apiid oinne,'^ duin )aiii 

nos iiatuiM nun siistiint.’ l)o anini.i, 
cap 30 The an* ot i Intone nnd <1('- 
clamation vliieh nppe.ii’s m tins ]),isba^u* , 
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destroy tte effect of all these promising appearances,^ To 
confirm this, there is a passage cited from Plutaech,^ ^hich 
being somewhat singular, we shall here examine it. 

That author, endeavouring to account for the silence of 
many of the oracles, says, that it may be ascribed to the 
present desolation of Ihe world, proceeding from former wars 
and factions ; which common calamity, the adds, has fallen 
heavier upon Geeece than on any other country ; insomuch, 
that the whole could scarcely at present furnish three thou- 
sand warriors ; a number which, in the time of the Median 
war, were supplied by the siugle city of Meoaea. The gods, 
therefore, who affect works of dignity and importance, have 
suppressed many of their oracles, and deign not to use so 
many interpreters of their will to so diminutive a people. 

I must confess, that this passage contains so many difficul- 
ties, that I know not what to make of it. You may observe, 


diminisheslsome-wliat from its authority, 
but does not entirely destroy it.* The 
same remark may be extended to the 
following passage of Aristides the 
sophist, who lived in the age of Adrian. 

* The whole world,’ says he, addressing 
himself to the Romans, * seems to keep 
one holiday ; and mankind, laying aside 
the sword which they formerly wore, 
now betake themselves to feasting and 
to joy. The cities, forgetting their 
ancient ammosities,, preserve only one 
emulation, which shall embeUish itself 
most by every art and ornament. 
Theatres every where ari&e, amphithea- 
tres, porticoes, aqueducts, temples, 
schools, academies , and one may safely 
pronounce, that the sinking world has 
been again raised by your auspicious 
empire. Nor have cities alone i*eceived 
an encrease of ornament and beauty, 
but the whole earth, like a garden or 
paradise, is cultivated and adorned 
Insomuch, that such of mauknid as are 
placed out of the limits of your empire 
(who are but few) seem to nieiit our 
sympathy and compassion ’ 

It IS remarkable, that though Dio- 
DORtrs Siculus makes the inhabitants 
of JEovpt, when conquered by the 
Romans, amount only to three millions , 
yet Joseph. dello Jud, lib. ii. cap 16. 


says, that its inhabitants, excluding 
those of Aiexandria, were seven mil- 
lions and a half, in the reign of Nero * 
And ho expressly says, that he drew this 
account from the books of the Roman 

E ublicans, who levied the poll-tax. 

TRABO, lib. xvii. 797, praises the su- 
perior police of the Romans with regard 
to the finances of .aEoTPr, above that of 
Its former monarchs • And no part of 
administration is more essential to the 
happiness of a people. Yet we read 
in xiTHENJEus, (lib. 1 . cap. 25.) who 
flourished during the reign of the 
Antonines, that the town Mabeia, near 
Alexandria,', which was formerly a large 
city, had dwindled into a village This 
IS not, properly speaking, a contradic- 
tion. SuiDAS (August.) says, that the 
Emperor Augustus, having numbered 
the whole Roman empire, found it 
contained only 4,101,017 men (SvSpes) 
There is hero surely some great mis- 
take, either in the author or tran- 
scriber. But this authonty, feeble as 
it is may be sufficient to counterbalance 
the exaggerated accounts of Herodotus 
and ®i0D0Rus Siculus with regard to 
more early times. 

* L'Espnt dc LoiXt liv, xxiii, chap. 
19 

- Be Orac Defeciu, 


^ * [Editions H and I add A man of that reason his comparative judgments 
violent imagination, such ssTertullian, are tho most to be depended on.] 
augments everything equally, and for ^ 
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that Pltjtarch assigns, for a cause of the decay of mankind, 
not the extensive dominion of the Eomaists, but the former 
wars and factions of the several states; all which were 
quieted by the Roman arms. Plxttaroh’s reasoning, there- 
fore, is directly contrary to the inference, which is drawn from 
the fact he. advances. 

PoLTBiTJS supposes, that Greece had become more pros- 
perous and flourishing after the establishment of the Roman 
yoke' ; and though that historian wrote before these con- 
querors had degenerated, from being the patrons, to be the 
plunderers of mankind ; yet, as we find from Tacitus,® that 
the severity of the emperors afterwards corrected the licence 
of the governors, we have no reason to think that extensive 
monarchy so destructive as it is often represented. 

We learn from Strabo,^ that the Romans, from their 
regard to the Greeks, maintained, to his time, most of the 
privileges and liberties of that celebrated nation ; and Nero 
aftemards rather encreased them.^ How therefore can we 
imagine, that the Roman yoke was so burdensome over that 
part of the world 9 The oppression of the proconsuls was 
checked ; and the magistracies in Greece being all bestowed, 
in the several cities, by the free votes of the people, there was 
no necessity for the competitors to attend the emperor’s court. 
If great numbers went to seek their fortunes in Rome, and 
advance themselves by learning or eloquence,^ the commodities 
of their native counfry, many of them would return with the 
fortunes which they had acquired, and thereby enrich the 
Grecian commonwealths. 

But Plutarch says, that the general depopulation had 
been more sensibly felt in Greece than in any other country. 
How is this reconcileable to its superior privileges and advan- 
tages 9 

Besides, this passage, by proving too much, really proves 
nothing. Only three thousand men able to bear arms in all 
Greece ! Who can admit so strange a proposition, espe- 

^ Lib 11 cap 62 It may perhaps if there be any suspicion of an author’s 
be imagined, that Polibibs, being do- insmcciity, that these oblique piopo&i- 
pendent on Rome, would n.iturally extol tious discover Ins leal opinion better 
the Roman dominion But, in tliej'^r^iJ than his more formal and direct asser- 
place, Polybius, though one sees some- tions 

times instances of his caution, discovers ® Annal lib. i cap 2 

no symptoms of fl<ittery Secondly, This * Lib 'nn. and ix 

opinion IS only delivered in a single ^ Plutaech. JJehis q^ia scro a Kuinine 

stroke, by the by, while ho is intent yxmxuntur, 
upon another subject ,«and it is allowed, 
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cially if we consider the great number of Greek cities, whose 
names still remain in history, and which are mentioned by 
writers long after the age of Pltttaech ? There are there 
surely ten times more people at present, when there scarcely 
remains a city in all the bounds of ancient Greece. That 
country is still tolerably cultivated, and furnishes a sure 
supply of corn, in case of any scarcity in^SpAiN, Italy, or 
the south of France. 

We may observe, that the ancient frugality of the Greeks, 
and their equality of property, still subsisted during the age 
of Plutarch ; as appears from Lucian.' Nor is there any 
ground to imagine, that that country was possessed by a few 
masters, and a great number of slaves. 

It is probable, indeed, that militaxy discipline, being en- 
tirely useless, was exti’emely neglected in Greece after the 
establishment of the Eoman empire ; and if these common- 
wealths, formerly so waidibe and ambitious, maintained each 
of them a small city-guard, to prevent mobbish disorders, it 
is all they had occasion for : And these, pei'haps, did not 
amount to 8,000 men, throughout all Greece. I own, that, 
if Plutarch had this fact in liis eye, he is here guilty of a 
gross paralogism, and assigns causes no wise proportioned to 
the effects. But is it so great a prodigy, that an author 
should fall into a mistake of this nature P 

’ Be mercede conduciis, been found in most of liis other com- 

2 I must confess that that discourse positions, 
of Plutaech, concerning the silence of There is only one other discourse of 
the oracles, is in general of so odd a Petjtaech liable to like objections, viz, 
texture, and so unlike his other produc- that concerning those whose punishment 
tions, that one is at a loss what judg- is delayed by the Deity. It is also 
ment to form of it. ’Tis wrote in wrote in dialogue, contains like super- 
dialogue, which is a method of composi- stitious, wild visions, and seems to have 
tion that Plutarch commonly little been chiefly composed in rivalship to 
affects. The personages he introduces Plato, particularly his last book de 
advance very wild, absurd, and contra- rcpuhlica. 

dictory opinions, more like the visionary And here I cannot hut observe, that 

systems or ravings of Plato than the Mons. Fontenelle, a .writer eminent 
solid sense of Plutarch. There runs for candor, seems to have departed a 
also thro* the whole an air of siipersti- little from his usual character, when he 
tion and credulity, which resembles endeavours to throw a ridicule upon 
very little the spirit that appears in PLUTAifcH on account of passages to be 
other philosophical compositions of that met with in this dialogue concerning 
author. For ’tis remarkable, that tho* oracles. The absurdities here put into 
Plutarch be an historian as siipersti- the mouths of the several personages 
tions as Herodotus or Livy, j^et there are not to be ascribed to Plutarch. 
is scarcely, in all antiquity, a philo- He makes them refute each other ; and, 
sopher less superstitious, excepting in general, he seems to intend the 
Cicero and Lucian. I must therefor© ridiculing of those very opinions, which 
confess, that a passage of Plutarch, Fonteneixe would ridicule him for 
cited from this discourse, has much maintaining. Ristoire des oracles. 
less authority with me, than if it had 
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But whatever force may remain in this passage of Flu- 
TAROH, we shall endeavour to counterbalance it by as remark- 
able a passage in Diodorus Siculus, where the historian, 
after mentioning Nmus’s army of 1,700,000 foot and 200,000 
horse, endeavours to support the credibility of this account* 
by some posterior facts ; and adds, that wo must not form a 
notion of the aiu^ent populousness of mankind from th(^ 
present emptiness and depopulation which is spread over^ 
the world.^ Thus an author, who lived at that very period^ of 
antiquity which is represented as most populous,^ complains 
of the desolation which then prevailed, gives the ])referonce 
to former times, and has recourse to ancient fables as a foun- 
dation for his opinion. The humour of blaming the present, 
and admiring the past, is strongly rooted in human nature, 
and has an influence even on persons endued with the pro- 
foundest judgment and most extensive Icnriiing.^ 

Essay XII . — Of the Original ContracL 

As no party, in the present age, can well support iLstdf, 
without a philosophical or speculative system of principles, 
annexed to its political or practical one; wo accordingly find, 
that each of the factions, into which tliis nation is divided, 
has reared up a fabric of the former kind, in order to pro- 
tect and cover that scheme of actions, which it pursues. Tlus 
people being commonly very rude builders, especially in Ihis 
speculative way, and more especially still, when actuated by 
party-zeal; it is natural to imagine, that their workmanshij) 
must be a little unshapely, and discover evident marks ol* 
that violence and hurry, in which it was raised, Tlio one 
party, by tracing up Government to the Deity, endeavour 
to render it so sacred and inviolate, that it must be littl(^ 
less than sacrilege, however tyrannical it may bocomo, (.o 
touch or invade it, in the smallest article. The oLIut parly, 
by founding government altogether on the consent of tlu3 
People, suppose that tliei’O is a kind of original con Ira rl^ l)y 
which the subjects havi? tacitly reserved the power of resist- 
ing their sovereign, whenever they find themselves aggrieved 
by that authority, with which they have, for certain purposes, 
voluntarily entrusted him. These are the si)eculative priii- 

* Lib 11 o. tlioso two Yolumos )k cn d , 

2 He was cotomporary walk .iinl iii very in. my c.isrs lli<^ p.PM', t li.iji- 

and AuaxTSTcrs ^ ter, or lino li.'is ])coii addid - 10) | 

** [Most of the references lliionglioiit 
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ciples of tlie two parties ; and these too are the practical 
consequences deduced from them. 

I shall venture to affirm. That both these systems of spemla- 
live principles are just ; though not in the sense^ intended by the 
parties : And, That loth the schemes of practical consequences 
are prudent j though not in the extremes^ to which each party ^ 
m opposition to the other^ has commonly endeavoured to carry 
them^ 

That the Deity is the ultimate author of all government, 
will never be denied by any, who admit a general providence, 
and allow, that all events in the universe are conducted by an 
uniform plan, and directed to wise purposes. As it is im- 
possible for the human race to subsist, at least in any com- 
fortable or secure state, without the protection of government; 
this institution must certainly have been intended by that 
beneficent Being, who means the good of all his creatures : 
And as it has universally, in fact, taken place, in all countries, 
and all ages ; we may conclude, with still greater certainty, 
that it was intended by that omniscient Being, who can 
never be deceived by any event or operation. But since he 
gave rise to it, not by any particular or miraculous interposi- 
tion, but by his concealed and universal efficacy ; a sovereign 
cannot, properly speaking, be called his vice-gerent, in any 
other sense than every power or force, being derived from 
him, may be said to act by his commission. Whatever 
actually happens is comprehended in the general plan or in- 
tention of providence ; nor has the greatest and most lawful 
prince any more reason, upon that account, to plead a pecu- 
liar sacredness or inviolable authority, than an inferior 
magistrate, or even an usurper, or even a robber and a pyrate. 
The same divine superintondant, who, for wise purposes, in- 
vested ^ a Titus or a Trajan with authority, did also, for 
purposes, no doubt, equally wise, though unknown, bestow 
power on a Borgia or an Angria. The same causes, which 
gave rise to the sovereign power in every state, established 
likewise every petty jurisdiction irt^ it, and every limited 
authority. A constable, therefore, no less than a king, acts 
by a divine commission, and possesses an indefeasible right. 

When we consider how nearly equal all men are in their 
bodily force, and even in their mental powers and faculties, 
till cultivated by education ; we must necessarily allow, that 
* [An Elizatetli or a Henry the 4th of Franco ; Edkions D to P.] 
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notMng but their own consent conld, at first, associate them 
together, and subject them to any authority. The people, if 
we trace government to its first origin in the woods and 
desarts, are the source of all power and jurisdiction, and 
voluntarily, for the sake of peace and order, abandoned their 
native liberty, and received laws from their equal and com- 
panion. The conditions, upon which they were willing to 
submit, were either expressed, or were so clear and obvious, 
that it might well be esteemed superfluous to express them. 
If this, then, be meant by the original contract^ it cannot be 
denied, that all government is, at first, founded on a contract, 
and that the most ancient rude combinations of mankind 
were formed chiefly by that principle. In vain, are we asked 
in what records this charter of our liberties is registered. It 
was not written on parchment, nor yet on leaves or barks of 
trees. It preceded the use of writing and aU the other 
civilized arts of life. But we trace it plainly in the nature 
of man, and in the equality, ^or something approaching 
equality, which we find in all the individuals of that species. 
The force, which now prevails, and which is founded on 
fleets and armies, is plainly political, and derived from autho- 
rity, the effect of established government. A man’s natural 
force consists only in the vigour of his limbs, and the firm- 
ness of his courage ; which could never subject multitudes 
to the command of one. Nothing but thejr own consent, 
and their sense of the advantages resulting from peace and 
order, could have had that influence. 

2 Yet even this consent was long very imperfect, and could 
not be the basis of a regular administration. The chieftain, 
who had probably acquired his influence during the con- 
tinuance of war, ruled more by persuasion than command ; 
and till he could employ force to reduce the refractory and 
disobedient, the society could scarcely be said to have attained 
a state of civil government. No compact or agreement, it is 
evident, was expressly formed for general submission; an 
idea far beyond the comprehension of savages : Each exer- 
tion of authority in the chieftain must have been j^articular, 
and called forth by the present exigencies of the case : The 
sensible utility, resulting from his interposition, made these 
exertions become daily more frequent ; and their frequency 

1 [Oi* — equality added lu Editions - [This paragraph -y, as added m Ed- 
Q ] 4 tion E ] 
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gradually produced an habitual, and, if you please to call it 
so, a voluntary, and therefore precarious, acquiescence in the 
people* 

But philosophers, who have embraced a party (if that be 
not a contradiction in terms) are not contented with these 
concessions. They assert, not only that government in its 
earliest infancy arose from consent or rather the voluntary 
acquiescence of the people ; but also, that, even at present, 
when it has attained its full matuiuty, it rests on no other 
foundation. They affirm, that all men are still born equal, 
and owe allegiance to no prince or government, unless bound 
by the obligation and sanction of promise. And as no man, 
without some equivalent, would forego the advantages of his 
native liberty, and subject himself to the will of another ; 
this promise is always understood to be conditional, and im- 
poses on him no obligation, unless he meet with justice and 
protection from his sovereign. These advantages the sovereign 
promises him in return ; and if he fail in the execution, he 
has broken, on his part, the articles of engagement, and has 
thereby freed his subject from all obligations to allegiance. 
Such, according to these philosophers, is the foundation of 
authority in every government 5 and such the right of resist- 
ance, possessed by every subject. 

But would these reasoners look abroad into the world, they 
would meet with nothing that, in the least, corresponds to 
their ideas, or can warrant so refined and philosophical a 
system. On the contrary, we find, every where, princes, who 
claim their subjects as their property, and assert their inde- 
pendent right of sovereignty, from conquest or succession. 
We find also, every where, subjects, who acknowledge this 
right in their prince, and suppose themselves born under 
obligations of obedience to a certain sovereign, as much as 
under the ties of reverence and duty to certain parents. 
Those connexions are always conceived to bo equally inde- 
pendent of our consent, in Pkusia and China ; in France 
and Spain ; and even in Holland 'and England, wherever 
the doctrines above-mentioned have not been carefully incul- 
cated. Obedience or subjection becomes so familiar, that 
most men never make any enquiry about its origin or cause, 
more than about the principle of gravity, resistance, or the 
most universal laws of nature. Or if curiosity ever move 
them ; as soon as they learn, that they thefuselves and their 
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ancestors have, for several ages, or from time immemorial, 
been subject to such a form of government or such a family ; 
they immediately acquiesce, and ackuo^vlcdgo their obliga- 
tion to allegiance. Were you to i^roach, iu most parts of tlui! 
world, that political connexions arc founded aliogeiher on 
voluntary consent or a mutual promise, the magistrate would 
soon imprison you 0 as seditious, for loosening the ties of obe- 
dience ; if your friends did not before shut you tip as delirious, 
for advancing such absurdities. It is strange, that an act ol 
the mind, which every individual is supposed to htive iorim^d, 
and after he came to tlic use of reason too, otli(‘r\ds(j it could 
have no authority; that this act., T say, should be so much 
unknown to all of them, that, over the face of the whole 
earth, there scarcely remain any traces or memory of it. 

But the contract, on which government is founded, is said 
to be the original contract ; and consequently may be supposc'd 
too old to fall under the knowledge of the j>rcsont generation. 
If the agreement, by which savage men first associatiMl and 
conjoined their force, be here meant, this is ackuovvl(Hlg<Ml to 
be real; but being so ancient, and being obliterated ])y a 
thousand changes of government and princes, it cannot now 
be sujiposed to retain any authority. [i‘ wo would say any 
thing to the pinqooso, we must assort, that every paaiicnlar 
government, which is lawful, and which impos<‘S any <luly <)1‘ 
allegiance on the subject, was, at first, fouydtMl on (*ons<‘nt 
and a voluntary compact. But besides that this supposes i.he 
consent of the fathers to bind the children, oven to the most 
remote generations, (which republican winters will never 
allow) besides this, I say, it is not justifuid by history or 
experience, in any a, go or country of tlie world. 

Almost all the govermneuts, which exist at in’e^aMit, or of 
which there romaius any ]*ec<ird iu story, have h(‘(‘ii iouiid<Ml 
originally, either on usinpation or conquest, or botli, with- 
out any pretence of a fair consent, or voliinta.ry sul>jeeiion 
of the people. When an artful :ui<l hold man is phiced at 
tlie head of an army oi^faction, it is often (‘asy Joi* him, by 
employing, sometimes violence, somel.imes false pr(d.(m(;(‘s, 
to establish his dominion over a p<‘opl<i a luiudred tiimss 
more numerous than his i)artizans. Jle allows no such op(‘ii 
communication, that his enemies (*an know, with c(n‘(alnt\% 
tlieir number or force. He gives tbem no leisure to assenil)l(‘ 
together iu a bq^ly to oppose him. Even all those, who aie 
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the instruments of his usurpation, may wish his fall ; but 
their ignorance of each other^s intention keeps them in awe, 
and is the sole cause of his security. By such arts as these, 
many governments have been established ; and this is all the 
original contract^ which they have to boast of. 

The face of the earth is continually changing, by the en- 
crease of small kingdoms into great empirearby the dissolution 
of great empires into smaller kingdoms, by the planting of 
colonies, by the migration of tribes. Is there any thing 
discoverable in all these events, but force and violence? 
Where is the mutual agreement or voluntary association so 
much talked of? 

Even the smoothest way, by which a nation may receive 
a foreign master, by marriage or a will, is not extremely 
honourable for the people ; but supposes them to be disposed 
of, like a dowry or a legacy, according to the pleasure or 
interest of their rulers. 

But where no force interposes, and election takes place ; 
what is this election so highly vaunted? It is either the 
combination of a few great men, who decide for the whole, 
and will allow of no opposition : Or it is the fury of a multi- 
tude, that follow a seditious ringleader, who is not known, 
perhaps, to a dozen among them, and who owes his advance- 
ment merely to his own impudence, or to the momentary 
caprice of his fellows. 

Are these disorderly elections, which are rare too, of such 
mighty authority, as to be the only lawful foundation of all 
government and allegiance ? 

In reality, there is not a more terrible event, than a total 
dissolution of government, which gives liberty to the mul- 
titude, and makes the determination or choice of a new 
establishment depend upon a number, which nearly approaches 
to that of the body of the people : For it never comes entirely 
to the whole body of them. Every wise man, then, wishes to 
see, at the head of a powerful and obedient army, a general, 
who may speedily seize the prize, and give to tlie people a 
master, which they are so unfit to chuso for themselves. So 
little coiTespondent is fact and reality to those philosophical 
notions. 

Let not the establishment at the Revolution deceive us, 
or make us so much in love with a philoso2)hieal origin to 
government, as to imagine all others monstrous and irre- 
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gnlar. Even that event was far from corresponding to these 
refined ideas. It was only the succession^ and that only in 
the regal part of the government, which was then changed : 
And it was only the majority of seven hundred, who deter- 
mined that change for near ten millions. I doubt not, 
indeed, but the bulk of those ten millions acquiesced 
willingly in the dfiermination : But was the matter left, in 
the least, to their choice ? Was it not justly supposed to be, 
from that moment, decided, and every man punished, who 
refused to submit to the new sovereign? How otherwise 
could the matter have ever been brought to any issue or 
conclusion ? 

The republic of Athens was, I believe, the most extensive 
democracy, that we read of in history : Yet if we make the 
requisite allowances for the women, the slaves, and the 
strangers, we shall find, that that establishment was not, at 
first, made, nor any law ever voted, by a tenth part of those 
' who were bound to pay obedience to it : Not to mention the 
islands and foreign dominions, which the Athenians claimed 
as theirs by right of conquest. And as it is well known, that 
popular assemblies in that city were always full of licence 
and disorder, notwithstanding the institutions and laws by 
which they were checked : How much more disorderly must 
they prove, where they form not the established constitution, 
but meet tumultuously on the dissolution of the ancient 
government, in order to give rise to a new one? How 
chimerical must it be to talk of a choice in such cir- 
cumstances ? 

^ The AcHuEANS enjoyed the freest and most perfect demo- 
cracy of all antiquity; yet they employed force to oblige 
some cities to enter into their league, as we learn from 
Polybius.^ 

Habbt the rVth and Haery the Vllth of Enoland, had 
really no title to the throne but a parliamentary election ; 
yet they never would acknowledge it, lest they should thereby 
weaken their authority. Strange, if the only real foundation 
of all authority be consent and promise ! 

It is in vain to say, that all governments are or should be, 
at first, founded on popular consent, as much as the neces- 
sity of human affairs will admit. This favours entirely my 

* [The t^ro following paragraphs were ® Lib ii. cap 38 
added m Edition K ] • 
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preteusiou, I maintain:, that human affairs will never admit 
of this consent ; seldom of the appearance of it. But that 
conquest or usurpation, that is, in plain terms, force, by 
dissolving the ancient governments, is the origin of almost 
all the new ones, which were ever established in the world. 
And that in the few cases, where consent may seem to have 
taten place, it was commonly so irregular', so confined, or so 
much intermixed either with fraud or violence, that it cannot 
have any great authority. 

^ My intention here is not to exclude the consent of the people 
from being one just foundation of government where it has 
place. It is surely the best and most sacred of any. I 
only pretend, that it has very seldom had place in any degree, 
and never almost in its foil extent. And that therefore 
some other foundation of government must also be admitted. 

Were all men possessed of so inflexible a regard to justice, 
that, of themselves, they would totally abstain from the 
properties of others ; they had for ever remained in a state of 
absolute liberty, without subjection to any magistrate or 
political society : But tliis is a state of perfection, of which 
human nature is justly deemed incaj)able. Again ; were all 
men possessed of so perfect an understanding, as always to 
know their own interests, no form of government had ever 
been submitted to, but what was established on consent, and 
was fully canvassed by every member of the society : But 
this state of perfection is likewise much suj)erior to human 
nature. Eeason, history, and experience shew us, that all 
political societies have had an origin much lest accurate 
and regular; and were one to choose a period of time, 
when the people’s consent was the least regarded in public 
transactions, it would bo precisely on the establishment of a 
new government. In a settled constitution, their inclina- 
tions are often consulted ; but during the fury of revolutions, 
conquests, and public convulsions, military force or political 
craft usually decides the controversy. 

AVhen a new government is •^established, by whatever 
means, the people are commonly dissatisfied with it, and pay 
obedience more from fear and necessity, than from any idea 
of allegiance or of moral obligation. The prince is watchful 
and jealous, and must carefully guard against every begin- 
ning or appearance of insurrection. Time, by degrees, 

^ [This parn£>rapli and the noxt wore added rn Edition K.] 
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remoYes all these difficulties, and accustoms the nation to 
regard, as their lawful or native princes, that family, which, 
at first, they considered as usurpers or foreign conquerors. 
In order to found this opinion, they have no recourse to any 
notion of voluntary consent or promise, which, they know, 
never was, in this ease, either expected or demanded. The 
original establishment was formed by violence, and submitted 
to from necessity. The subsequent administration is also 
supported by power, and acquiesced in by the people, not as 
a matter of choice, but of obligation. They imagine not that 
their consent gives their prince a title : But they willingly 
consent, because they think, that, from long possession, he has 
acquired a title, independent of their choice or inclination. 

Should it be said, that, by living under the dominion of a 
prince, which one might leave, every individual has given a 
tacit consent to his authority, and promised him obedience ; 
it may be answered, that such an implied consent can only 
have place, where a man imagines, that the matter depends 
on his choice. But where he thinks (as all mankind do who 
are born under established governments) that by his birth he 
owes allegiance to a certain prince or certain form of govern- 
ment ; it would be absurd to infer a consent or choice, which 
he expressly, in this case, renounces and disclaims. 

Can we seriously say, that a poor peasant or artizan has a 
free choice to leave his country, when he kuows no foreign 
language or manners, and lives from day to day, by the 
small wages which he acquires 9 We may as well assert, that 
a man, by remaining in a vessel, freely consents to the 
dominion of the master ; though he was carried on board 
while asleep, and must leap into the ocean, and perish, the 
moment he leaves her. 

What if the prince forbid his subjects to quit his domi- 
nions ; as in Tiberius’s time, it was regarded as a crime in a 
Eoman knight that he had attempted to fly to the Parthians, 
in order to escape the tyranny of that emperor? ^ Or as the 
ancient Muscovites prohibited all travelling under pain of 
death? And did a prince observe, that many of his subjects 
wei’e seized with the frenzy of migrating to foreign countries, 
he would doubtless, with great reason and justice, restrain 
them, in order to prevent the depopulation of his o-wn king- 
dom. Would he forfeit the allegiance of all his subjects, by 

• ' Tacit Add n 1 1 
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SO wise and reasonable a law? Yet tlie freedom of their 
choice is surely, in that case, ravished from them, 

A company of men, who should leave their native country, 
in order to people some uninhabited region, might dream of 
recovering their native freedom ; but they would soon find, 
that their prince still laid claim to them, and called them 
his subjects, even in their new settlemei^t. And in this he 
would but act conformably to the common ideas of mankind. 

The truest tacit consent of this kind, that is ever observed, 
is when a foreigner settles in any country, and is beforehand 
acquainted with the prince, and government, and laws, to 
which he must submit ; Yet is his allegiance, though more 
voluntary, much less expected or depended on, than that of 
a natural born subject. On the contrary, his native prince 
still asserts a claim to him. And if he punish not the rene- 
gade, when he seizes him in war with his new prince’s 
commission 5 this clemency is not founded on the municipal 
law, which in all countries condemns the prisoner ; but on the 
consent of princes, who have agreed to this indulgence, in 
order to prevent reprisals. 

^ Did one generation of men go off the stage at once, and 
another succeed, as is the case with silk-worms and butter- 
flies, the new race, if they had sense enough to choose their 
government, which surely is never the case with men, might 
voluntarily, and by general consent, establish their own form 
of civil polity, without any regard to the laws or precedents, 
which prevailed among their ancestors. But as human society 
is in perpetual flux, one man every hour going out of the 
world, another coming into it, it is necessary, in order to pre- 
serve stability in government, that the new brood should con- 
form themselves to the established constitution, and nearly 
follow the path which their fathers, treading in the footsteps 
of theirs, had marked out to them. Some innovations must 
necessarily have place in every ^human institution, and it is 
happy where the enlightened genius of the age gives these a 
direction to the side of i-eason, liberty, and justice ; but 
violent innovations no individual is entitled to make : they 
are even dangerous to be attempted by the legislature : more 
ill than good is ever to be expected from them : and if history 
affords examples to the contrary, they are not to be drawn into 
precedent, and are only to be regarded as proofs, that the 
science of politics affords few rules, which will not admit of 
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some exception, and wliicli may not someti mes be controuled 
by fortune and accident. Tke violent innovations in the 
reign of Heney VIIL proceeded from an imperious monarch, 
seconded by the apj>earance of legislative authority ; Those 
in the reign of Chakles I. were derived from faction and 
fanaticism, and both of them have proved happy in the issue : 
But even the former were long the source of many disorders, 
and still more dangers; and if the measures of allegiance 
were to be taken from the latter, a total anarchy must have 
place in human society, and a final period at once be put to 
every government. 

Suppose, that an usurper, after having banished his lawful 
prince and royal family, should establish his dominion for 
ten or a dozen years in any country, and should preserve so 
exact a discipline in his troops, and so regular a disposition 
in his gaiTisoiis, that no insurrection had ever been raised, 
or even murmm* hoard, against his administration : Can it be 
asserted, that the people, who in their hearts abhor his 
treason, have tacitly consented to his authority, and pro- 
mised him allegiance, merely because, from necessity, they 
live under his dominion 9 Suj^poso again their native prince 
restored, by means of an army, which he levies in foreign 
countries ; They receive him with joy and exultation, and 
shew plainly with what reluctance they had submitted to any 
other yoke. I may now ask, upon what foundation the 
prince’s title stands 9 Not on popular consent surely : For 
though the people willingly acquiesce in his authority, they 
never imagine, that their consent made him sovereign. They 
consent ; because they apprehend him to be already, by birth, 
their lawful sovereign. And as to that tacit consent, which 
may now be inferred from their living under his dominion, 
this is no more than what they formerly gave to the tyrant 
and usurper. 

When we assert, that all lawful government arises from the 
consent of the people, we certainly do them a great deal 
more honour than they deserve, or even expect and desire 
from us. After the Eoman dominions became too unwieldly for 
the republic to govern them, the people, over the whole known 
world, were extremely grateful to Augustus for that authority, 
which, by violence, he had established over them ; and they 
showed an equal disposition to submit to the successor, whom 
he left them, by his last will and testament. It was after- 
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wards their misfortune, that there never was, in one family, 
any long regular succession ; but that their line of princes 
was continually broken, either by private assassinations or 
public rebellions. The pr(Btoriarb bands, on the failure of 
every family, set up one emperor ; the legions in the East a 
second ; those in Geemant, perhaps, a third ; And the sword 
alone could decide the controversy. The condition of the 
people, in that mighty monarchy, was to be lamented, not 
because the choice of the emperor was never left to them ; 
for that was impracticable ; But because they never fell under 
any succession of masters, who might regularly follow each 
other. As to the violence and wars and bloodshed, occasioned 
by every new settlement ; these were not blameable, because 
they were inevitable. 

The house of Lancastee ruled in this island about sixty 
years ; ^ yet the i}artizans of the white rose seemed daily to 
multiply in England. The present establishment has taken 
place during a still longer period. Have all views of right in 
another family been utterly extinguished ; even though scarce 
any man now alive had arrived at years of discretion, when 
it was expelled, or could have consented to its dominion, or 
have promised it allegiance ? A sufficient indication surely 
of the general sentiment of mankind on this head. Eor we 
blame not the partizans of the abdicated family, merely on 
account of the Jong time, dming which they have preserved 
their imaginary loyalty. We blame them for adhering to a 
family, which, we affirm, has been justly expelled, and which, 
from the moment the new settlement took place, had for- 
feited all title to authority. 

But would we have a more regular, at least a more lohilo- 
sophical, refutation of this principle of an original contract 
or popular consent ; perhaps, the following observations may 
suffice. 

All moral duties may be divided into two kinds. The^rs^ 
are those, to which men are impelled by a natural instinct or 
immediate propensity, which opera^tes on them, independent 
of aU ideas of obligation, and of all views, either to public or 
private utility. Of this nature are, love of children, gratitude 
to benefactors, pity to the unfortunate. When we reflect on 
the advantage, which results to society from such humane 
instincts, we pay tliem the just tribute of moral approba- 
^ [The latter half this sentence -vras added up Edition K,] 
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tion and esteem : But the person, actuated by them, feels 
their power and influence, antecedent to any such reflection. 

The second kind of moral duties are such as are not sup- 
ported by any original instinct of nature, but are performed 
entirely from a sense of obligation, when we consider the 
necessities of human society, and the impossibility of sup- 
porting it, if thes^ duties were neglected. It is thus jiistico 
or a regard to the projperty of others, fidelity or the obser- 
vance of promises, become obligatory, and acquire an autho- 
rity over mankind. Eor as it is evident, that every man loves 
himself bettor than any other person, he is naturally impelled 
to extend his acquisitions as much as i)0ssible ; and nothing 
can restrain him in this propensity, but reflection and experi- 
ence, by which he learns the pernicious effects of that licence, 
and the total ‘dissolution of society which must ensue from it. 
His original inclination, therefore, or instinct, is here checked 
and restrained by a subsequent judgment or observation. 

The case is precisely the same with the political or civil 
duty of allegiance^ as with the natural duties of justice and 
fidelity. Our primary instincts lead us, either to indulge 
ourselves in unlimited freedom, or to seek dominion over 
others : And it is reflection only, which engages us to sacrifice 
such sti’ong passions to the interests of i)eace and i)ublic 
order. A small degree of experience and observation suffices 
to teach us, that society cannot possibly be maintained with- 
out the authority of magistrates, and that this authority 
must soon fall into contempt, where exact obedience is not 
paid to it. The observation of these general and obvious 
interests is the source of all allegiance, and of that moral 
obligation, which we attribute to it. 

What necessity, therefore, is there to found the duty of 
allegiance or obedience to magistrates on that of fidelity or a 
regard to promises, and to suppose, that it is the consent of 
each individual, which subjects him to government ; when 
it appears, that both allegiance and fidelity stand precisely 
on the same foundation,* and are both submitted to by man- 
kind, on account of the apparent interests and necessities of 
human society? We are bound to obey our sovereign, it is 
said ; because we have given a tacit promise to that purpose. 
But why are we bound to observe our promise ? It must 
here be asserted, that the commerce and intercourse of 
mankind, which^are of such mighty advantage, can have no 
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security "wliere men pay no regard to tlieir engagements, in 
like manner, may it be said, that men could not live at all 
in society, at least in a civilized society, without laws and 
magistrates and judges, to prevent the encroachments of the 
strong upon the weak, of the violent upon the just and 
equitable. The obligation to allegiance being of like force 
and authority with the obligation to fideli^, we gain nothing 
by resolving the one into the other. The general interests 
or necessities of society are sufficient to establish both. 

If the reason be asked of that obedience, which we are 
bound to pay to government, I readily answer, because society 
could not otherwise subsist : And this answer is clear and in- 
telligible to all mankind. Tour answer is, because we should 
Jceejp our word. But besides, that no body, till trained in a 
philosophical system, can either comprehend or relish this 
answer : Besides this, I say, you find yourself embarrassed, 
when it is asked, why ive are bound to Iceep our word ? Nor 
can you give any answer, but what would, immediately, 
without any circuit, have accounted for our obligation to 
allegiance. 

But to whom is allegiance due ? And who is our lawful 
sovereign ? This question is often the most difficult of any, 
and liable to infinite discussions. When people are so happy, 
that they can answer. Our present sovereign^ who inherits^ in a 
direct line^ from ancestors^ that have governed us for many ages j 
this answer admits of no reply ; even though historians, in 
tracing up to the icmotest antiquity, the origin of that royal 
family, may find, as commonly happens, that its first autho- 
rity was derived from usurpation and violence. It is con- 
fessed, that private justice, or the abstinence from the 
properties of others, is a most cardinal virtue : Yet reason 
tells us, that there is no property in durable objects, such as 
lands or houses, when carefully examined in passing from 
hand to hand, but must, in some period, have been founded 
on fraud and injustice. The necessities of human society, 
neither in piuvate nor public life, wiJJ allow of such an accu- 
rate enquiry : And there is no virtue or moral duty, but what 
may, with facility, be refined away, if we mdulge a false 
philosophy, in sifting and scrutinizing it, by every captious 
rule of logic, in every light or position, in which it may be 
placed. 

The questions with regard to private pr<^erty have filled 
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infinite volumes of law and pliilosoi)li7, if in both, we add 
the commentators to the original text ; and in the end, we 
may safely pronounce, that many of the rules, there estab- 
lished, are uncertain, ambiguous, and arbitrary. The like 
opinion may be formed with regard to the succession and 
rights of princes and forms of government.^ Several cases, 
no doubt, occur, especially in the infancy of any constitution, 
which admit of no determination from the laws of justice 
and equity : And our historian Eapin ^pretends, that the 
controversy between Edward the Third and Philip de 
Valois was of this nature, and could be decided only by an 
appeal to heaven, that is, by war and violence. 

Who shall teU me, whether Germahious or Deusijs ought 
to have succeeded to Tiberius, had he died, while they were 
both alive, without naming any of them for his successor ? 
Ought the right of adoption to be received as equivalent to 
that of blood, in a nation, where it had the same effect in 
private families, and had already, in two instances, taken 
place in the public ? Ought Germanicus to be esteemed the 
elder son because he was born before Drusus; or the younger, 
because he was adopted after the birth of his brother? 
Ought the right of the elder to be regarded in a nation, 
where he had no advantage in the succession of private 
families? Ought the Eoman empire at that time to be 
deemed hereditary, because of two examples ; or ought it, 
even so early, to be regarded as belonging to the stronger or 
to the present possessor, as being founded on so recent an 
usurpation ? 

CoMMODUS mounted the throne after a pretty long suc- 
cession of excellent emperors, who had acquired their title, 
not by birth, or public election, but by the fictitious rite of 
adoption. That bloody debauchee being murdered by a con- 
spiracy suddenly formed between his wench and her gallant, 
who happened at that time to be Prcetorian PrcBfecf ; these 
immediately deliberated about choosing a master to human 
kind, to speak in the style of those ages ; and they cast their 

* [Edition D omits from this sentence vhicli is duo to the established Grovern- 
down to ‘monarchies’ on page 459 and ment, in every Kingdom and Common- 
substitutes as follov'S — The Discussion wealth. When there is no legal Prince, 
of these Matters would lead us entirely v ho has a Title to a Throne, I believe 
beyond the Compass of these Essaj'^. it may safely be determined to belong to 
’Tis sufficient for ourpiosont Purpose, if the first Occupier This was frequently 
we have been able to determine, in gene- the Case with the Roman Empire J 
ral, the Foundation o:^ that Allegiance, * [Allows . Editions K to P.] 
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eyes on Peetinax. Before tlie tyrant’s death, was known, 
the PrcBfect went secretly to that senator, who, on the aj)- 
pearance of the soldiers, imagined that his execution had 
been ordered by Commodus. He was immediately saluted 
emperor by the officer and his attendants ; chearfuUy pro- 
claimed by the populace ; unwillingly submitted to by the 
guards ; formally recognized by the senate ; and passively 
received by the provinces and armies of the emphe, 

Tlie discontent of the Prcetorimi bands broke out in a sud- 
den sedition, which occasioned the murder of that excellent 
prince ; And the world being now without a master and 
without government, the guards thought proper to set the 
empire formally to sale. Julian, the purchaser, was pro- 
claimed by the soldiers, recognized by the senate, and sub- 
mitted to by the people ; and must also have been submitted 
to by the provinces, had not the envy of the legions begotten 
opposition and resistance. Pescennius Nioee in Syeia 
elected himself emperor, gained the tumultuary consent of 
his army, and was attended with the secret good-will of 
the senate and people of Eome. Albinus in Beitain 
found an equal right to set up his claim ; but Seveeus, who 
governed Pannonia, prevailed in the end above both of them. 
That able politician and warrior, finding his own birth and 
dignity too much inferior to the imperial crown, professed, at 
first, an intention only of revenging the death of Peetinax. 
He marched as general into Italy ; defeated Julian ; and 
without our being able to fix any precise commencement 
even of the soldiers’ consent, he was from necessity acknow- 
ledged emperor by the senate and people ; and fully established 
in his violent authority by subduing Nioee and Albinus.^ 
Inter lioec Gordianus C.ESAE (says Capitolinus, speaking of 
another period) siiblatiis a militihiSy Imperator est apj^ellatus^ 
quia non erat alius in pwscntiy It is to be remarked, that 
Goedian was a boy of fourteen years of age. 

Frequent instances of a like nature occur in the history of 
the emperors; in that of Alexani^^be’s successors; and of 
many other countries : Nor can anything be more unhappy 
than a despotic government of this kind ; where the succes- 
sion is disjoined and hregular, and must be determined, on 
every vacancy, by force or election. In a free government, 
the matter is often unavoidable, and is also much less dan- 

^ Herodian, lib 11. ^ 
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gerous. The interests of liberty may there frequently lead 
the people, in their own defence, to alter the succession of 
the crown. And the constitution, being compounded of 
parts, may still maintain a sufficient stability, by resting on 
the aristocratical or democratical members, though the 
monarchical be altered, from time to time, in order to 
accommodate it i,p the former. 

In an absolute government, when there is no legal prince, 
who has a title to the throne, it may safely be determined to 
belong to the first occupant. Instances of this kind are but 
too frequent, especially in the eastern monarchies. ^ TV hen 
any race of princes expii’es, the will or destination of the last 
sovereign will be regarded as a title. Thus the edict of 
Lewis the XIVth, ivho called the bastard princes to the 
succession in case of the failure of all the legitimate princes, 
would, in such an event, have some authority.^ ^ Thus the 
will of Charles the Second disposed of the whole Spanish 
monarchy. The cession of the ancient proprietor, especially 
when joined to conquest, is likewise deemed a good title. 
The general obligation, which binds us to government, is the 
interest and necessities of society; and this obligation is 
very strong. The determination of it to this or that parti- 
cular prince or form of government is frequently more 
uncertain and dubious. Present possession has considerable 
authority in these cases, and greater than in private pro- 
perty ; because of the disorders which attend all revolutions 
and changes of government.^ 

* [In Edition I) tlie remainder of this 
paragraph is given m continuation of the 
following note.] 

® It IS remarkable, that, in the re- 
monstrance of the duke of Boujiijon and 
the legitimate princes, against this des- 
tination of Louis the XH^th, the doc- 
trine of the original contract is insisted 
on, even in that absolute government. 

The Erench nation, say they, chiising 
Huoh Capet and his posterity to rule 
over them and their postority, whore 
thofoimer lino fails, there is a tncit light 
reserved to choose a now royal family ; 
and this right is invaded by calling the 
bastard princes to the throne, without 
the consent of the nation. Lut the 
Comte do BotrL vinvilltbrs, who wrote 
in detence of the bastard princes, i idi- 
cules this notion of an original contract, 
especially when apph^ to Hugh Capet , 


the same arts, which have ever been 
employed by all conquerors and usurpers. 
Ho gut his title, indeed, recognized by 
the states after he had put himself in 
possession. But is this a choice or a 
contract ? The Comte do Boulatn- 
viLTJERS, w e may observe, was a noted 
republican , but being a man of learn- 
ing, and very conversant in history, he 
knew that the people were never almost 
consulted in these levolutions and new 
establishments, and that time alone be- 
stowed light and authority on what was 
commonly at first founded on force and 
\iolenco. See Etat dc la Fianccy Vul 
III. 

** [This sentence was added in Edi- 
tion M ] 

* [Hero Editions H to P subjoin in 
a noto what is now the concluding paia- 
graph of the Essay.] 
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We shall only observe, before we conclude, that, though 
an appeal to general opinion may justly, in the speculative 
sciences of metaphysics, natural philosophy, or astronomy, be 
deemed unfair and inconclusive, yet in all questions with 
regard to morals, as v/ell as criticism, there is really no other 
standard, by which any controversy can ever be decided. 
And nothing is a clearer proof, that a theory of this kind is 
en'oneous, than to find, that it leads to paradoxes, repugnant 
to the common sentiments of manldnd, and to the practice 
and opinion of all nations and all ages. The doctrine, which 
founds all lawful government on an original contract, or 
consent of the j)eople, is plainly of this kind ; nor has the 
most noted of its j)artizans, in jmosecution of it, scrupled to 
afiftrm, that absolute monarchy is inconsistent iviih civil society, 
and so can he no form of civil government at all ; ^ and that the 
supreme power m a state cannot tahefrom any man, by taxes and 
impositions, any part of his property, xoitliout his oion consent 
or tho>t of his representatives^^ What authority any moral 
reasoning can have, which leads into opinions so wide of the 
general practice of mankind, in every place but this single 
kingdom, it is easy to determine.* 

The only passage I meet with in antiquity, where the 
obligation of obedience to government is ascribed to a pro- 
mise, is in Plato’s Crito : where Socrates refuses to escape 
from prison, because he had tacitly promised to obey the 
laws. Thus he builds a toi y consequence of jpassive obedience, 
on a whig foundation of the original contract. 

^Tew discoveries are not to be expected in these matters. 
If scarce any man, till very lately, ever imagined that 
government was founded on compact, it is certain that it 
cannot, in general, have any such foundation. 

The crime of rebellion among the ancients was commonly 
expressed hj the terms vecorspi^stv, novas res molirL 


Essay XIII. — Of Passive Obedience, 

Lsr the former essay, we endeavoured to refute the specu- 
lative systems of politics advanced m this nation ; as well the 

* SceLocKi: on G )yLrnmeiit,cliap vii stop Editions K to P give the two 

§ 90 next p«iin graphs as a note , they have 

^ Id chap. XI § 138, 139, 140. already gi\en the concluding one as a 

® [At this point editions D to P note on page 492 J 
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religious system of tlie one party, as the philosophical of the 
other. We come now to examine the practical consequences, 
deduced by each party, with regard to the measures of 
submission due to sovereigns. 

As the obligation to justice is founded entirely on the 
interests of society, which require mutual abstinence from 
property, in ord^‘ to preserve peace among mankind ; it is 
evident, that, when the execution of justice would be attended 
with very pernicious consequences, that virtue must be 
suspended, and give place to public utility, in such extraor- 
dinary and such pressing emergencies. The maxim, fiat 
Justitia et mat Coelum^ let justice be performed, though the 
universe be destroyed, is apparently false, and by sacrificing 
the end to the means, shews a preposterous idea of the 
subordination of duties. What governor of a town makes 
any scruple of burning the suburbs, when they facilitate the 
approaches of the enemy ? Or what general abstains from 
plundering a neutral country, when the necessities of war 
require it, and he cannot otherwise subsist his army ? The 
case is the same with the duty of allegiance ; and common 
sense teaches us, that, as government binds us to obedience 
only on account of its tendency to public utility, that duty 
must always, in extraordinary cases, when public ruin 
would evidently attend obedience, yield to the primary and 
original obligation. Salus popiili mprema ieoj, the safety of 
the people is the supreme law. This maxim is agreeable to 
the sentiments of mankind in all ages : Nor is any one, when 
he reads of the insurrections against NTbeo ' or Philip the 
Second, so infatuated with party-systems, as not to wish 
success to the enterprize, and praise the undertakers. Even 
our high monarchical party, in spite of their sublime theory, 
are forced, in such cases, to judge, and feel, and approve, in 
conformity to the rest of mankind. 

Eesistance, therefore, being admitted in extraordinaiy 
emergencies, the question can only be among good reasoners, 
with regard to the dega*eo of necessity, which can justify 
resistance, and render it lawful or commendable. And here 
I must confess, that I shall always incline to their side, who 
draw the bond of allegiance very close, and consider an 
infringement of it, as the last refuge in desperate cases, 
when the public is in the highest danger, from violence and 

» [Or a Caraqilld Edition D , or a Philip Editions K to P ] 
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tyranny. For besides tlie miscliiefs of a civil war, which, 
commonly attends insurrection, it is certain, that, where a 
disposition to rebellion appears among any people, it is one 
chief canse of tyranny in the rulers, and forces them into 
many violent measures which they never would have em- 
braced, had every one been inclined to submission and 
obedience. Thus the tyrannicide or assas^J^nation, approved 
of by ancient maxims, instead of keeping tyrants and 
usurpers in awe, made them ten times more fierce and 
unrelenting ; and is now justly, upon that account, abolished 
by the laws of nations, and universally condemned as a base 
and treacherous method of bringing to justice these disturbers 
of society. 

Besides we must consider, that, as obedience is our duty in 
the common course of things, it ought chiefly to be incul- 
cated; nor can any thing be more preposterous than an 
anxious care and solicitude in stating all the cases, in which 
resistance may be allowed. In like manner, though a 
philosopher reasonably acknowledges, in the course of an 
argument, that the rules of justice may be dispensed with in 
cases of urgent necessity ; what should we think of a preacher 
or casuist who should make it his chief study to find out 
such cases, and enforce them with all the vehemence of 
argument and eloquence ? Would he not be better employed 
in inculcating the general doctrine, than in displaying the 
IDarticular exceptions, which we are, perhaps, but too much 
inclined, of ourselves, to embrace and to extend? 

Tliere are, however, two reasons, which may be pleaded in 
defence of that party among us, who have, with so much 
industry, pi’opagated the maxims of resistance; maxims, 
which, it must be confessed, are, in general, so j)ernicious, and 
so destructive of civil society. The first is, that their anta- 
gonists carrying the doctrine of obedience to such an extra- 
vagant height, as not only never to mention the exceptions 
in extraordinary cases (which might, perhaps, be excusable), 
but even positively to exclude them ^ it became necessary to 
insist on these exceidions, and defend the rights of injured 
truth and liberty. The serond^ and, perhaps, better reason, is 
founded on the nature of the British constitution and form 
of government. 

It is almost peculiar to our constitution to establish a first 
magistrate with such high pre-eminence and dignity, that. 
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tliougli limited by the laws, he is, in a manner, so far as 
regards his own person, above the laws, and can neither be 
questioned nor punished for any injury or wrong, which may 
be committed by him. His ministers alone, or those who 
act by his commission, are obnoxious to justice ; and while 
the prince is thus allured, by the prospect of personal safety, 
to give the laws ^their free course, an equal security is, in 
effect, obtained by the punishment of lesser offenders, and 
at the same time a civil war is avoided, which would be the 
infallible consequence, were an attack, at every turn, made 
directly upon the sovereign. But though the constitution 
pays this salutary compliment to the prince, it can never 
reasonably be understood, by that maxim, to have determined 
its own destruction, or to have established a tame submis- 
sion, where he protects his ministers, perseveres in injustice, 
and usurps the whole jDOwer of the commonwealth. This 
case, indeed, is never expressly put by the laws ; because it 
is impossible for them, in their ordinary course, to provide a 
remedy for it, or establish any magistrate, with superior 
authority, to chastise the exorbitancies of the prince. But 
as a right without a remedy would be an absurdity; the 
remedy, in this case, is the extraordinary one of resistance, 
when affairs come to that extremity, that tlie constitution 
can be defended by it alone. Resistance therefore must, of 
course, become more frequent in the Beitiish government, 
than in others, which are simpler, and consist of fewer parts 
and movements. Where the king is an absolute sovereign, 
he has little temptation to commit such enormous tyranny 
as may justly provoke rebellion : But where he is limited, 
his imprudent ambition, without any great vices, may rxm 
him into that perilous situation. This is frequently supposed 
to have been the case with Charles the First ; and if we 
may now speak truth, after animosities are ceased, this was 
also the case with James the Second. These were harmless, 
if not, in their private character*, good men ; but mistaking 
the nature of our coiiptitution, and engrossing the whole 
legislative power, it became necessary to o-ppose them with 
some vehemence ; and even to deprive the latter formally of 
that authority, which he had used with such imprudence and 
indiscretion. 
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Essay XIV. — Of the Coalition of Fariies} 

To abolisli all distinctions of party may not be practicable, 
perhaps not desirable, in a free government. The only dan- 
gerous parties are such as entertain opposite views with 
regard to the essentials of government, 4:he succession of 
the crown, or the more considerable privileges belonging 
to the several members of the constitution ; where there is 
no room for any compromise or accommodation, and where 
the controversy may appear so momentous as to justify even 
an ox:)position by arms to the pretensions of antagonists. Of 
this nature was the animosity, continued for above a century 
past, between the parties in Ejstglaitd ; an animosity which 
broke out sometimes into civil war, which occasioned violent 
revolutions, and which continually endangered the peace and 
tranquillity of the nation. But as there have appeared of 
late the sti'ongest symptoms of an universal desire to abolish 
these party distinctions ; this tendency to a coalition affords 
the most agreeable jmespect of future happiness, and ought 
to be carefuUy cherished and promoted by every lover of his 
country. 

There is not a more effectual method of promoting so good 
an end, than to prevent all unreasonable insult and triumph 
of the one i)arty over the other, to encourage moderate 
opinions, to find the prox)er medium in all disputes, to per- 
suade each that its antagonist may f)ossibly be sometimes in 
the right, and to keep a balance in the praise and blame, 
which we bestow on either side. The two former Essays, 
concerning the original contract and passive ohedi&nce^ are cal- 
culated for this purpose with regard to ilae philosopliicaP and 
practical controversies between the jDarties, and tend to show 
that neither side are in these respects so fully supported by 
reason as they endeavour to flatter themselves. We shall 
proceed to exercise the same moderation with regard to the 
historical disputes between the parties, by proving that each 
of them was justified by plausible topics ; that there were 
on both sides wise men, who meant well to their country ; 
and that the past animosity between the factions had no 

* [This Esbay first appeared in Edi- - [And practical added lu Edition 
tion M ] E.] . 
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better foundation than narrow prejudice or interested pas- 
sion. 

The popular party, who afterwards acquired the name 
of whigs, might justify, by very specious aa’guments, that 
opposition to the crown, from which our present free con- 
stitution is derived. Though obliged to acknowledge, that 
precedents in favour of prerogative had uniformly taken place 
during many reigns before Charles the First, they thought, 
that there was no reason for submitting any longer to so 
dangerous an authority. Such might have been their rea- 
soning : As the rights of mankind are for ever to be deemed 
sacred, no prescription of t3U'anny or arbitrary power can 
have authority sufScient to abolish them. Liberty is a bless- 
ing so inestimable, that, wherever there appears any pro- 
bability of recovering it, a nation may willingly run many 
hazards, and ought not even to repine at the greatest effu- 
sion of blood or dissipation of treasure. All human institu- 
tions, and none more than government, are in continual fluc- 
tuation. Kings are sure to embrace every opportunity of 
extending their prerogatives : And if favourable incidents be 
not also laid hold of for extending and securing the privi- 
leges of the people, an universal despotism must for ever 
prevail amongst mankind. The example of all the neigh- 
bouring nations proves, that it is no longer safe to entrust 
with the crown the same high prerogatives^ which had for- 
merly been exercised during the rude and simple ages. And 
though the example of many late reigns may be pleaded in 
favour of a power in the prince somewhat arbitrary, more 
remote reigns afford instances of stricter limitations imposed 
on the crown ; and those pretensions of the parliament, now 
branded with the title of innovations, are only a recovery of 
the just rights of the people. 

These views, far from being odious, are surely large, and 
generous, and noble : To their prevalence and success the 
kingdom owes its liberty ^ perhaps its learning, its industry, 
commerce, and naval iDc^wer : By them chiefly the English 
name is distinguished among the society of nations, and 
aspires to a rivalship with that of the fireest and most illus- 
trious commonwealths of antiquity. But as all these mighty 
consequences could not reasonably be foreseen at the time 
when the contest began, the royalists of that age wanted not 
specious arguments on their side, by which they could justify 

VOL. III. H H 
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their defence of the then established prerogatives of the 
prince. We shall state the qnestion, as it might have ap- 
peared to them at the assembling of that parliament, which, 
by its violent encroachments on the crown, began the civil 
wars. 

The only rule of government, they might have said, known 
and acknowledged among men, is use an^ practice : Eeason 
is so uncertain a guide that it will always be exposed to doubt 
and controversy : Could it ever render itself prevalent over 
the people, men had always retained it as their sole rule of 
conduct : They had still continued in the primitive, uncon- 
nected, state of nature, without submitting to political 
government, whose sole basis is, not pure reason, but au- 
tLority and precedent. Dissolve these ties, you break all the 
bonds of civil society, and leave every man at liberty to con- 
sult his private interest, by those expedients, which his 
appetite, disguised under the appearance of reason, shall 
dictate to him. The spirit of innovation is in itself per- 
nicious, however favourable its particular object moy some- 
times appear ; A timth so obvious, that the popular party 
themselves are sensible of it ; and therefore cover their en- 
croachments on the crown by the plausible pretence of their 
recovering the ancient liberties of the people. 

But the present prerogatives of the crown, allowing all the 
suppositions of that party, have been incontestably estab- 
lished ever since the accession of the House of Tudou ; a 
peiiod, which, as it now comprehends a hundred and sixty 
years, may be allowed sufficient to give stability to any con- 
stitution. Would it not have appeared ridiculous, in the 
reign of the Emperor Aduian, to have talked of the re- 
publican constitution as the rule of government ; or to have 
supposed, that the former rights of the senate, and consuls, 
and tribunes were still subsisting? 

But the present claims of the Exolish monarchs are much 
more favourable than those of the Eoman emperors during' 
that age. The authority of Atjouctus was a plain usurpa- 
tion, grounded only on military violence, and forms such an 
epoch in the Eoman history, as is obvious to every reader. 
Bat if Hexey VII. really, as some pretend, enlarged the 
power of the crown, it was only by insensible acquisitions, 
which escaped the aj>preheiision of the people, and have 
scarcely been remarked even by historiaijs and politicians. 
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The new government, if it deserve the epithet, is an imper- 
ceptible transition from the former ; is entirely engrafted on 
it ; derives its title fuUy from that root ; and is to be con- 
sidered only as one of those gradual revolutions, to which 
human affairs, in every nation, will be for ever subject. 

The House of Tudor, and after them that of Stuart, 
exercised no prerogatives, but what had been claimed and 
exercised by the FDAisrTAGEJVETS. Not a single branch of 
their authority can be said to be an innovation. The only 
difference is, that, perhaps, former kings exerted these powers 
only by intervals, and were not able, by reason of the op- 
position of their barons, to render them so steady a rule of 
administration.^ But the sole inference from this fact is, 
that those ancient times were more turbulent and seditious ; 
and that royal authority, the constitution, and the laws have 
happily of late gained the ascendant. 

Under what pretence can the j)opular party now speak of 
recovering the ancient constitution ? The former controul 
over the Mugs was not placed in the commons, but in the 
barons ; The peoj)le had no authority, and even little or no 
liberty ; till the crown, by suppressing these factious tyrants, 
enforced the execution of the laws, and obliged all the sub- 
jects equally to respect each others rights, privileges, and 
properties. If we must return to the ancient barbarous and 
2 feudal constitution ; let those gentlemen, whp now behave 
themselves with so much insolence to their sovereign, set 
the first example. Let them make court to be admitted as 
retainers to a neighbouring baron; and by submitting to 
slavery under him, acquire some protection to themselves ; 
together with the power of exercising rapine and oppression 
over their inferior slaves and villains. This was the con- 
dition of the commons among their remote ancestors. 

But how far back must we go, in having recom'se to ancient 
constitutions and governments? There was a constitution 
still more ancient than that to which these innovators affect 
so much to appeal. During that period there was no magna 

^ [EibtioiisM to Q, append the note* arc f^tronf? symptoms of arbitrary po'wer 

The ciiitLor heliuT( s that lie & the first in some former rci^ns, eyen after sign- 
yrilei* yho adv.u'eed that the family mg of the eh a iters The poy'cr ol the 
of Tttdor pOfc&LbScd m general more cioyrn in that age depended loss on the 
«'xnUioi'tj til in Ihcir immediuto prule- constitution than on the capacity and 
ce^snife An opinion, yhich, he hopes, vigour ot the prince who wore it 

■will he &np])orted h} histor}, hut vhich " [Gothic. FCilions M to Q ] 
he proposes vith some ch%I.cnce. There 
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charta : Tlie "barons tliemselves possessed few regular, stated 
privileges : And tlie house of commons probably bad not an 
existence. 

It is ridiculous to bear tbe commons, while they are as- 
suming, by usurpation, tbe whole power of government, talk 
of reviving ancient institutions. Is it not known, that, 
though representatives received wage^ from their con- 
stituents ; to be a member of tbe lower house was always 
considered as a burden, and an exemption from it as a pri- 
vilege ? Will they persuade us, that power, which, of all 
human acquisitions, is the most coveted, and in comparison 
of which even reputation and pleasure and riches are slighted, 
could ever be regarded as a burden by any man P 

The property, acquired of late by the commons, it is said, 
entitles them to more power than their ancestors enjoyed. 
But to what is this eiicrease of their property owing, but to an 
encrease of them liberty and their security ? Let them there- 
fore acknowledge, that their ancestors, while the crown was * 
restrained by the seditious barons, really enjoyed less liberty 
than they themselves have attained, after the sovereign ac- 
quired the ascendant ; And let them enjoy that liberty with 
moderation; and not forfeit it by new. exorbitant claims, 
and by rendering it a pretence for endless innovations. 

The true rule of government is the present established 
practice of the age. That has most authority, because it is 
recent : It is also best known, for the same reason. Who 
lias assured those tribunes, that the Plantagenets did not 
exercise as high acts of authority as the Tudoes P Historians, 
they say, do not mention them. But historians are also silent 
with regard to the chief exertions of prerogative by the 
Tudoes. Where any power or prerogative is fully and un- 
doubtedly established, the exercise of it passes for a thing of 
course, and readily escapes the notice of history and annals. 
Had we no other monuments of Elizabeth’s reign, than 
what are preserved even by Camden, the most copious, 
judicious, and exact of our historians, we should be entirely 
ignorant of the most important maxims of her government. 

Was not the present monarchical government, in its full 
extent, authorized by lawyers, recommended by divines, 
acknowledged by politicians, acquiesced in, nay passionately 
cherished, by the people in general ; and all this during a 
period of at least a hundred and sixty y^rs, and till of late, 
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Tvitliout the smallest murmur or controversy ? This general 
consent surely, during so long a time, must he sufficient to 
render a constitution legal and valid. If the origin of all 
power be derived, as is pretended, from the people ; here is 
their consent in the fullest and most ample terms that can 
be desired or imagin’d. 

But the people -tnust not pretend, because they can, by 
their consent, lay the foundations of government, that there- 
fore they are to be permitted, at their pleasure, to overthrow 
and subvert them. There is no end of these seditious and 
arrogant claims. The power of the crown is now openly 
struck at : The nobility are also in visible peril : The gentry 
will soon follow : The popular leaders, who will then assume 
the name of gentry, will next be exposed to danger : And the 
people themselves, having become incapable of civil govern- 
ment, and lying under the restraint of no authority, must, 

^ for the sake of peace, admit, instead of their legal and mild 
monarchs, a succession of military and despotic tyrants. 

These consequences are the more to be dreaded, as the pre- 
sent fury of the people, though glossed over by pretensions to 
civil liberty, is in reality incited by the fanaticism of religion ; 
a principle the most blind, headstrong, and ungovernable, by 
which human nature can possibly be actuated. Popular rage 
is dreadful, from whatever motive derived : But must be at- 
tended with the most pernicious consequencesjwhen it arises 
from a principle, which disclaims all controul by human law, 
reason, or authority. 

These are the arguments, which each party may make use 
of to justify the conduct of their predecessors, during that 
great crisis. The event, if that can be admitted as a reason, 
has shown, that the arguments of the popular party w^ere 
better founded; but perha^DS, according to the established 
maxims of lawyers and iioliticians, the views of the royalists 
ought, before-hand, to have ax>peared more solid, more safe, 
and more legal. But this is certain, that the greater mode- 
raiion we now oni|)loy fTi rex>resentiiig iyA>st oveiits; the 
nearer shall we be to ])rodiice a full coalition of the x^arties, 
nnd an eniiro acrjnieseonco in our present establishnnuii. 
IModeration is of ad van in go to every establislinient : Nothing 
but. /iOal can overLurn a settled x)ower : And an over-active 
zeal in friends is a,x>t to beget a like sxnrit in aiitagoiiists. 
The transition from a moderate oxiposition against an es- 
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tablielimeiit, to an entire acquiescence in it, is easy and 
insensible. 

There are many invincible arguments, which should induce 
the malcontent party to acquiesce entirely in the present 
settlement of the constitution. They now find, that the 
spirit of civil liberty, though at first connected with religious 
fanaticism, could purge itself from that pollution, and appear 
under a more genuine and engaging aspect ; a friend to tole- 
ration, and an encourager of all the enlarged and generous 
sentiments that do honour to human nature. They may 
observe, that the popular claims could stop at a proper 
period ; and after retrenching the high claims of prerogative, 
could still maintain a due respect to monarchy, to nobility, 
and to all ancient institutions. Above aU, they must be 
sensible, that the very principle, which made the strength 
of their party, and from which it derived its chief authority, 
has now deserted them, and gone over to their antagonists. ^ 
The plan of liberty is settled ; its happy efiPects are proved by 
experience; a long tract of time has given it stability; and 
whoever would attempt to overturn it, and to recall the past 
government or abdicated family, would, besides other more 
criminal imputations, be exposed, in their turn, to the re- 
proach of faction and innovation. While they j>eruse the 
history of past events, they ought to reflect, both that those 
rights of the crown are long since annihilated, and that the 
tyranny, and violence, and ojjxuession, to which they often 
gave rise, are ills, fi*om which the established liberty of the 
constitution has now at last happily 2>rotected the iDeoxile. 
These reflections will prove a better security to our freedom 
and privileges, than to deny, contrary to the clearest evidence 
of facts, that such regal powers ever had an existence. There 
is not a more effectual method of betraying a cause, than to 
lay the stress of the argument on a wrong j)iace, and by 
disj)uting an untenable post, enure the adversailes to success 
and victory. 

^ Essay XV. — Of the T rotcshiul Siicceaston, 

I SUPPOSE, that a member of parliament, in the reign of King 
William or Queen AjsrisrE, while the establishment of the 
Teotadant Sitcression was yet uncertain, were deliberating 

^ [Fur the lu'^tory of tlie ruljlicatiou of tins Roe p. 4S ] 
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concerning tbe i3arty he -would chuse in that important 
question, and weighing, with impartiality, the advantages 
and disadvantages on each side. I believe the following 
paidiiculars would have entered into his consideration. 

He would easily perceive the great advantage resulting 
from the restoration of the Stijart family ; by which we 
should preserve tb^e succession clear and undisputed, free 
from a pretender, with such a specious title as that of blood, 
which, with the multitude, is always the claim, the strongest 
and most easily comprehended. It is in vain to say, as many 
liave done, that the question with regard to governors, inde- 
pendent of government, is frivolous, and little worth disputing, 
much less fighting about. The generality of mankind never 
will enter into these sentiments ; and it is much happier, I 
believe, for society, that they do not, but rather continue in 
their natural prepossessions. How could stability be imeserved 
in any monarchical government, (which, though, perhaps, 
not the best, is, and always has been, the most common of 
any) unless men had so passionate a regard for the time heir 
of their royal family ; and even though he be weak in under- 
standing, or infirm in years, gave him so sensible a preference 
above persons the most accomplished in shining talents, or 
celebrated for great atchievements ? Would not every popular 
leader put in his claim at every vacancy, or even without any 
vacancy; and the kingdom become the theatre of perpetual 
wars and convulsions 9 The condition of the Eoman empire, 
surely, was not, in this respect, much to be envied ; nor is 
that of the Eastern nations, who pay little regard to the titles 
of their sovereign, but sacrifice them, every day, to the caprice 
or momentary humour of the populace or soldiery. It is but a 
foolish wisdom, which is so carefully displayed, in undervaluing 
princes, and placing them on a level with the meanest of 
mankind. To be sure, an anatomist finds no more in the 
greatest monarch than in the lowest peasant or day-labourer ; 
and a moi’alist may, j)erhaps, frequently find less. But what 
do all these reflections tend to 9 We, all of us, still retain 
these prejudices in favour of birth and family ; and neither 
in our serious occupations, nor mocf ca.relcss amusements, 
can we over get entirely i*id of tlnun. A tragedy, that should 
represent the adventures of sailors, or imrters, or even of 
jirivate gentlemen, would presently disgust us ; but one that 
introduces kings ^nd princes, acquires in our e^es an air of 
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importance and dignity. Or should a man be able, by his 
superior wisdom, to get entirely above such prepossessions, 
he would soon, by means of the same wisdom, again bring 
himself down to them, for the sake of society, whose welfare 
he would perceive to be intimately connected with them. Far 
from endeavouring to undeceive the people in this particular, 
he would cherish such sentiments of jeverence to their 
princes ; as requisite to preserve a due subordination in 
society. And though the lives of twenty thousand men be 
often sacrificed to maintain a king in possession of his throne, 
or preserve the right of succession undisturbed, he entertains 
no indignation at the loss, on pretence that every individual 
of these was, perhaps, in himself, as valuable as the prince 
he served. He considers the consequences of violating the 
hereditary right of kings : Consequences, which may be felt 
lor many centmdes ; while the loss of several thousand men 
brings so little prejudice to a large kingdom, that it may not 
be perceived a few years after. 

The advantages of the Hanovee succession are of an oppo- 
site nature, and arise from this very circumstance, that it 
violates hereditary right ; and places on the throne a prince, 
to whom birth gave no title to that dignity. It is evident, 
from the history of this island, that the privileges of the 
people have, during near two centuries, been continually 
upon the encrease, by the division of the church-lands, by 
the alienations of the barons’ estates, by the progress of 
tiade, and above all, by the hajppiness of our situation, which, 
for a long time, gave us sufficient security, without any stand- 
ing army or military establishment. On the conti’aiy, public 
liberty has, almost in every other nation of Eueope, been, 
during the same period, extremely upon the decline ; wffiile 
the peoj)le were disgusted at the hardships of the old ^feudal 
militia, and rather chose to entrust their prince with mer- 
cenary armies, which he easily turned against themselves. 
It was nothing extraordinary, therefore, that some of our 
BiiiTisn sovereigns mistook the nature of the constitution, at 
least, the genius of the people ; and as they embraced all the 
favourable precedents left thorn by their ancestors, they over- 
looked all those which were contrary, and wdiicli supiioscd a 
limitation in onr government. They were encouraged in 
this mistake, by tbe example of all the neiglibonring ])ri]j<‘es, 

* [Goxiiic Edition- H tu N ] ^ 
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'Who bearing tbe same title or appellation, and being adorned 
witb the same ensigns of authority, naturally led them to 
claim the same powers and prerogatives. ^It appears from 
the speeches, and proclamations of James I. and the whole 
train of that princess actions, as well as his son’s, that he re- 
garded the English government as a simple monarchy, and 
never imagined tlq^at any considerable part of his subjects en- 
tertained a contrary idea. This opinion made those monarchs 
discover their pretensions, without preparing any force to 
support them ; and even without reserve or disguise, which 
are always employed by those, who enter upon any new pro- 
ject, or endeavour to innovate in any government. The flat- 
tery of courtiers farther ^ confirmed their prejudices ; and 
above all, that of the clergy, who from several jiassages of 


* [Eor this sentence and the next, Edi- 
tions H to P road as follows , K to P, in 
a note It appears from the speeches and 
proclamations, and whole train of King 
James I ’s actions, as well as his son’s, 
that they con«?idored the English govorn- 
mcnt as a simple monarchy, and noyer 
imagined that any considerable part of 
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idea This mado them di&coyor Ihoir 
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new project, or endeavour to innovate 
in any government King James told 
Ins x^arlianient plainly, when tlioy med- 
dled in state all’.iirs, No biitor ultra ore- 
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said he was not skilled in parliamentary 
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7Hay lau fully take my brother's 7noncy: 
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Philip II by Uiong hand and main 
force, atfcmjitcd to male himself not 
only an absolute monarch ovci the 
Netherlands, hie unto the I mgs and 
sovereigns of England and Franco , hut 
Turk-like, to tnad under his feet all thar 
natiai al and ftmdamentaUaws,p'iviley€s, 
and antient rights Spenseb, speaking 
of some grants of the English kings to 
tho Irish corporations, says, ‘All which, 
tho’, at tho time of thoir first grant, 
they were tolerable, and perhaps reason- 
able, yet now are most unreasonable 
and inconvenient But all these will 
easily be cut olf with tho superior power 
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scripture, and these wrested too, had erected a regular and 
avowed system of arbitrary power. The only method of de- 
stroying, at once, all these high claims and pretensions, was 
to depart from the true hereditary line, and choose a prince, 
who, being plainly a creature of the public, and receiving the 
crown on conditions, expressed and avowed, found his au- 
thority established on the same bottom vijtli the privileges 
of the people. By electing him in the royal line, we cut off 
all hopes of ambitious subjects, who might, in future emer- 
gencies, disturb the government by their cabals and preten- 
sions ; By rendering the crown hereditary in his family, we 
avoided all the inconveniencies of elective monarchy : And by 
excluding the lineal heir, we secured all our constitutional 
limitatiouvS, and rendered our government imif ;rm and of a 
piece. The people cherish monarchy, because protected by 
it ; The monarch favours liberty, because created by it. And 
thus every advantage is obtained by the new establishment, 
as far as human skill and wisdom can extend itself. 

These are the sejparate advantages of fixing the succession, 
either in the house of Stuaut, or in that of Hanover. There 
are also disadvantages in each establishment, which an im- 
partial patriot would ponder and examine, in order to form 
a just judgment upon the whole. 

The disadvantages of the p^otestant succession consist in 
the foreign dominions, which are jiossessed by the princes of 
the Hanover line, and which, it might be supposed, would 
engage us in the intrigues and wars of the continent, and 
lose us, in some measure, the inestimablo advantage we 
possess, of being surrounded and guarded by the sea, which 
we command. The disadvantages of recalling the abdicated 
family consist chiefly in their religion, which is more preju- 
dicial to societ}" than that established amongst us, is contrary 
to it, and affords no toleiation, or peace, or security to any 
other communion. 

It appears to me, that those advantages and disadvantages 
are allowed on both sides ; at least, b}’ every one who is at all 
susceptible of argument or reasoning. No subject, howev(*r 
loyal, protends to deny, that the cLspn Led title and foreign 
dominions of the 2>i'esent royal family are a loss. Nor is 
there any x^artizan of the Stuarts, but will confess, that 
th(‘ claim of heredilaiy, indefeasible right, and the Itoiiian 
Catholic leligioii, are also disadvantages in ’^liat family. It 
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belongs, therefore, to a philosopher alone, '^ho is of neither 
party, to put all the circumstances in the scale, and assign 
to each of them its proper j)oise and influence. Such a one 
will readily, at first, acknowledge that all political questions 
are infinitely complicated, and that there scarcely ever 
occurs, in any deliberation, a choice, which is either purely 
good, or purely il^. Consequences, mixed and varied, may be 
foreseen to flow from every measure : And many conse- 
quences, unforseen, do always, in fact, result from every one. 
Hesitation, and reserve, and suspense, are, therefore, the only 
sentiments he brings to this essay or trial. Or if he indulges 
any passion, ifc is that of derision against the ignorant multi- 
tude, who are always clamorous and dogmatical, even in the 
nicest questions, of which, from want of temper, j)erhaps still 
more than of understanding, they are altogether unfit judges. 

But to say something more determinate on this head, the 
following reflections will, I hope, show the temper, if not the 
understanding of a philosopher. 

Were we to judge merely by first appearances, and by past 
experience, we must allow that the advantages of a parliamen- 
tary title in the house of Hanover are greater than those of 
an undisputed hereditary title in the house of Stuart ; and 
that our fathers acted wisely in preferring the former fco the 
latter. So long as the house of Stuart ruled in Great 
Britain, which, with some interruption, was above eighty 
years, the government was kept in a continual fever, by the 
contention between the privileges of the people and the pre- 
rogatives of the crown. If arms wei'e dropped, the noise of 
disiDutes continued : Or if these were silenced, jealousy still 
corroded the heart, and threw the nation into an unnatural 
ferment and disorder. And while we were thus occupied in 
domestic disputes, a foreign power, dangerous to public 
liberty, erected itself in Europe, without any opposition from 
ns, and even sometimes with our assistance. 

But during these last sixty years, when a parliamentary 
establishment has tal^ihi place ; whatever factions may liave 
prevaflod either among the j)eople or in public assemblies, 
the whole force of our constitution has always fallen to one 
side, and an nninterrupted harmony has been preserved 
between our princes and onr parliaments. Pablie liberty, 
with interiial peace tind ordt r, ]ia« flourished almost without 
interrupt ion : Tirade and manufactures, and agriculture, have 
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encreased : The arts, and sciences, and philosophy, have been 
cultivated. Even religious parties have been necessitated to 
lay aside their mutual rancour : And the glory of the nation 
has spread itself all over Eueope ; ^ derived equally from our 
progress in the arts of peace, and from valour and success in 
war. So long and so glorious a period no nation almost can 
boast of : IXor is there another instance in Jhe whole history 
of mantind, that so many millions of people have, during 
such a space of time, been held together, in a manner so 
free, so rational, and so suitable to the dignity of human 
nature. 

But though this recent experience seems clearly to decide 
in favour of the present establishment, there are some cir- 
cumstances to be thrown into the other scale; and it is 
dangerous to regulate our judgment by one event or example. 

We have had two rebellions during the flourishing period 
above mentioned, besides plots and conspiracies without 
number. And if none of these have produced any very 
fatal event, we may ascribe our escape chiefly to the narrow 
genius of those princes who disputed our establishment ; and 
we may esteem ourselves so far fortunate. But the claims of 
the banished family, I fear, are not yet antiquated ; and who 
can foretel, that their future attempts will produce no greater 
disorder ? 

The disputes between privilege and prerogative may easily 
be composed by laws, and votes, and conferences, and con- 
cessions ; where there is tolerable temper or prudence on 
both sides, or on either side. Among contending titles, the 
question can only be determined by the sword, and by devas- 
tation, and by civil war. 

A prince, who fills the throne with a disputed title, dares 
not arm his subjects ; the only method of securing a j)eople 
fully, both against domestic oxiiDression and foreign conquest. 

Notwithstanding our riches and renown, w^hat a critical 
escape did wo make, by the late x^caee, from dangers, which 
were owing not so much to had ooiKl?:ct a-nd ill success lu 
war, as to the jiornicious practice of morigaging our finanros, 
and the still more pormeions maxim of iirvei* paying off onr 
lacnniln’ancHS P fSnrli (jinl inejsnrcs would not probably 

* [ F<n* tl)(' 1 hiii.iiulLt (if llii' .iml (lin jijro il iiiif.ijjoiii'-t of tli.if jiowcr 
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liQ/VG l)6Gii 0iiil)rcic6d.j licid. it) notj 1 dg6ii to sGcuro 3 ^ prGCSjrious 
GstablislimGnt.* 

But to coiivincG us, that an horoditary title is to be em- 
braced rather than a parliamentary one, which is not sup- 
ported by any other views or motives ; a man needs only 
transport himself back to the sera of the restoration, and 
suppose, that he had had a seat in that parliament which 
recalled the roya\ family, and put a period to the greatest 
disorders that ever arose from the opposite pretensions of 
prince and people. What would have been thought of one, 
that had proposed, at that time, to set aside Charles II. 
and settle the crown on the Duke of Yoek or Gloucestee, 
merely in order to exclude all high claims, like those of their 
father and grandfather ? Would not such a one have been 
regarded as an extravagant projector, who loved dangerous 
remedies, and could tamper and play with a government and 
national constitution, like a quack with a sickly patient ? ^ 

In reality, the reason assigned by the nation for excluding 
the race of Stuart, and so many other branches of the royal 
family, is not on account of their hereditary title (a reason, 
which would, to vulgar apprehensions, have appeared alto- 
gether absurd), but on account of their religion. Which 
leads us to compaie the disadvantages above mentioned in 
each established. 

I confess, that, considering the matter in general, it were 
much to be wished, that our prince had no foreign dominions, 
and could confine all his attention to the government of this 
island. For not to mention some real inconveniencies that 
may result from territories on the continent, they aflSord such 
a handle for calumny and defamation, as is greedily seized 
by the people, always disposed to think ill of their superiors. 
It must, however, be acknowledged, that Hanover, is, per- 


^ [Editions H to P add the note* 
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liaps, tlie spot of ground in Eukope tlie least inconvenient 
for a King of Enot^aitd. It lies in the heart of Gebmakt, 
at a distance from the great j^owers, which are our natural 
rivals ; It is protected by the laws of the empire, as well as 
by the arms of its own sovereign : And it serves only to con- 
nect us more closely with the house of Austeia, our natural 
ally.^ 

The religious persuasion of the house of ^tuabt is an in- 
convenience of a much deeper dye, and would threaten us 
with much more dismal consequences. The Eoman Catholic 
religion, with its train of priests and friers, is more expensive 
than ours : Even though unaccompanied with its natural 
attendants of inquisitors, and stakes, and gibbets, it is less 
tolerating : And not content with dividing the sacerdotal 
from the regal olhce (which must he prejudicial to any state), 
it bestows the former on a foreigner, who has always a sej)a- 
rate interest from that of the public, and often have an 
opposite one. 

But were this religion ever so advantageous to society, it is 
contrary to that which is established among us, and which 
is likely to keep possession, for a long time, of the minds of 
the people. And though it is much to be hoped, that tho 
progress of reason will, by degrees, abate the ^ acrimony of 
opposite religions all over Europe ; yet the spirit of modera- 
tion has, as yet, made too slow advances to bo entirely 
ti listed.^ 

Thus, ui^on the whole, the advantages of the settlement in 
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tlio family of Stuart, whicli frees us from a disputed title, 
seem to bear some proportion with those of the settlement 
ill the family of Hanover, which frees us from the claims of 
prerogative : But at the same time, its disadvantages, by 
placing on the throne a Eoman Catholic, are gi’eater than 
those of the other establishment, in settling the crown on a 
foreign prince. What party an impartial patriot, in the 
reign of K. WillIam or Q. Anne, would have chosen amidst 
these opposite views, may, perhaj)S, to some appear hard to 
determine.^ 

But the settlement in the House of Hanover has actually 
taken place. The j)rinees of that family, without intrigue, 
without calial, without solicitation on their part, have been 
called to mount our throne, by the united voice of the whole 
legislative body. They have, since their accession, displayed, 
in all their actions, the utmost mildness, equity, and regard 
to the laws and constitutions. Our own ministers, our own 
parliaments, ourselves have governed us ; and if aught ill Las 
befallen us, we can only blame fortune or ourselves. What 
a reproach must we become among nations, if, disgusted with 
a settlement so deliberately made, and whose conditions have 
been so religiously observed, we should throw every thing 
again into confusion ; and by our levity and rebellious dis- 
position, prove ourselves totally unfit for any state but that 
of absolute slavery and subjection? 

The greatest inconvenience, attending a disputed title, is, 
that it brings us in danger of civil wars and rebellions. What 
wise man, to avoid this inconvenience, would run directly 
into a civil war and rebellion ? Not to mention, that so long 
possession, secured by so many laws, must, ere this time, in 
the apprehension of a great j)art of the nation, have begotten 
a title in the house of Hanover, ln(3ej)endent of their pre- 
sent possession : So that now we should not, even by a revo- 
lution, obtain the end of avoiding a disputed title. 

No revolution made by national forces, will ever be able, 
without some other groq^t necessity, to abolish our debts and 
incumbrances, hi which the interest of so many persons is 
concerned. And a revolution made by foreign forces, is a 
conquest : A calamity, with which the precarious balance of 


’ [Edit .Ill’S II to P ,idd For my part, and security, can scarce Fe too 
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power threatens ns, and which onr civil dissentions are likely, 
above all other circumstances, to bring upon us. 


Essay XVI.— Idea of a •perfect Commonwealth. 

^ It is not with forms of government, as with other artificial 
contrivances; where an old engine may be^ rejected, if we can 
discover another more accurate and commodious, or where 
trials may safely be made, even though the success be doubtful. 
An established government has an infinite advantage, by that 
very circumstance of its being established ; the bulk of man- 
kind being governed by authority, not reason, and never 
attributing authority to any thing that has not the recom- 
mendation of antiquity. To tamper, therefore, in this affair, 
or try experiments merely upon the credit of supposed argu- 
ment and philosophy, can never be the part of a wise magis- 
trate, who will bear a reverence to what carries the marks of 
age ; and though he may attempt some improvements for the 
public good, yet will he adjust his innovations, as much as 
possible, to the ancient fabric, and preserve entire the chief 
pillars and supports of the constitution. 

The mathematicians in Europe have been much divided 
concerning that figure of a ship, which is the most commo- 
dious for sailing; and Huygens, who at last determined the 
controversy, is justly thought to have obliged the learned, as 
well as commercial world; though Columbus had sailed to 
America, and Sir Francis Drake made the tour of the 
world, without any such discovery. As one form of govern- 
ment must be allowed more perfect than another, indepen- 
dent of the manners and humours of particular men ; why 
may we not enquire what is the most perfect of all, though 
the common botched and inaccurate governments seem to 
serve the pui'poses of society, and though it be not so easy to 
establish a new system of government, as to build a vessel 
upon a new construction ? The sulgect is surely the most 
worthy curiosity of any the wit of man can possibly devise. 
And who knows, if this controversy were fixed by the 

’ [Editions H to P begin as follo-w s iiolilicwn is tlio n»ost bLULfic'ial clui- 
Of iill luaukmd tlieie are none so per- Tael ti in nature, if {leeonip.iined 's\ith 
melons as political projectors, if lh<‘y aullioiity , and tlio most iimoctiit, <nid 
have ponvcr , nor so ndiuiluns, if they not altogether usulc&s, oion if dipnml 
■w ant It . As on the other hand, a iso of it ] 
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universal consent of the wise and learned, but, in some future 
age, an opportunity miglit be afirordedof I’educing tbe ilieory 
to i^ractice, eitker by a dissolution of some old government, 
or by tke combination of men to form a now one, in some 
distant part of tke world ? In all cases, it must be advan- 
tageous to know wkat is most perfect in tke kind, tkat we 
may be able to bring any real constitution or form of govern- 
ment as near it as possible, by suck gentle alterations and 
innovations as may not give too great disturbance to society. 

All I pretend to in the present essay is to revive tkis sub- 
ject of speculation ; and tkerefore I skall deliver my sentiments 
in as few words as possible. A long dissertation on that 
head would not, I apprehend, be very acceptable to tke 
public, who will be aj)t to regard suck disquisitions both as 
useless and chimerical. 

All plans of government, which suppose great reformation 
in the manners of mankind, are plainly imaginary. Of this 
nature, are the ReimUic of Plato, and the Utopia of Sir 
Thomas Moub. The Oceana is the only valuable model of 
a commonwealth, that has yet been offered to the public. 

The chief defects of the Oceana seem to be these. Firsts 
Its rotation is inconvenient, by throwing men, of whatever 
abilities, by intervals, out of public employments. Becondly^ 
Its Agrarian is impracticable. Men will soon learn the art, 
which was practised in ancient Eome, of epneealing their 
possessions under other people’s name ; till at last, the abuse 
will become so common, that they will throw off even the 
appearance of restraint- Thirdly ^ The Oceana provides not 
a sufficient security for liberty, or the redress of grievances. 
The senate must propose, and the people consent ; by which 
means, the senate have not only a negative upon the pooj)le, 
but, what is of much greater consequence, their negative 
goes before the votes of the jieople. Were the King’s nega- 
tive of the same nature in the English constitution, and 
could he prevent any bill from coming into parliamenc, he 
would be an absolute me^arcli. As his negative follows the 
votes of the houses, it is of little consequence : Such a dif- 
ference is there in the manner of placing the same thing. 
When a popular bill has been debated in parliament, is 
brought to maturity, all its coiivenieiicies and iiicon\ eniencos, 
weighed and balanced ; if afterwards it be presented for the 
royal assent, few princes vnil venture to reject the unanimous 
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desire of the i)eople. But could the Eing cnish a dis- 
agreeable bill in embryo (as was the ease, for some tiino, in 
the Scottish parliament, by means of the lords of the 
ai’ticles), the Beitirh governmeiit would liave no balance, 
nor would grievances ever be redressed ; And it is certain, 
that exorbitant power proceeds not, in any government, 
from new laws, so much as from neglecting to remedy the 
abuses, which frequently rise from the okl* ones. A govern- 
ment, says Maceiavel, must often be brought back to its 
original principles. It appears then, that, in the Ooeaxa, 
the whole legislature may be said to rest in the senate ; 
which Hahkington would own to be an inconvenient form 
of government, especially after the Agrarian is abolished. 

Here is a form of government, to which I cannot, in theory, 
discover any considerable objection. 

Let Gueat Buitaih and Ieelaxd, or any territory of 
equal extent, be divided into 100 counties, and each county 
into 100 parishes, making in all 10,000. If the country, 
proposed to be erected into a commonwealth, he of more 
narrow extent, we may diminish the number of comities ; 
but never bring them below thirty. If it he of greater 
extent, it were better to enlarge the parishes, or throw more 
parishes into a county, than encrease the number of counties. 

^ Let all the freeholders of twenty pounds a-year in the 
county, and all the householders worth 500 pounds in the 
town parishes, meet annually in the parish church, and chnse, 
Ly ballot, some freeliolder of the county for their member, 
whom we shall call the county representative. 

Let the 100 comity representatives, two days after their 
election, meet in the county town, and chuse by ballot, fi-om 
their own body, ten county magistrates^ and one senator. 
There are, therefore, in the whole commonwealth, 100 
senators, 1100 county magistrates, and 10,000 county re- 
presentatives. Bor we shall bestow on all senators the 
authority of county magistrates, and on all county magis- 
trates the authority of county repr^ntatives. 

Let the senators meet in the capital, and he endowed with 
the whole executive power of the commonwealth ; the power 

1 [Eilitions H an'l I read Let all Let all tlie frcchcddcrs of ten pounds a 
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of x^eace and wai% of giving orders to generals, admirals, and 
ambassadors, and, in short, all the prerogatives of a British 
King, except his negative. 

Let the county representatives meet in their particular 
counties, and possess the whole legislative power of the com- 
monwealth; the greater number of counties deciding the 
question ; and whei^ these are equal, let the senate have the 
casting vote. 

Every new law must first be debated in the senate ; and 
though rejected by it, if ten senators insist and protest, it 
must be sent down to the counties. The senate, if they 
please, may join to the copy of the law their reasons for 
receiving or rejecting it. 

Because it would be troublesome to assemble all the county 
representatives for every trivial law, that may be requisite, 
the senate have their choice of sending down the law either 
to the county magistrates or county representatives. 

The magistrates, though the law be referred to them, may, 
if they please, call the representatives, and submit the affair 
to their determination. 

Whether the law be referred by the senate to the county 
magistrates or representatives, a copy of it, and of the 
senate’s reasons, must be sent to every representative eight 
days before the day appointed for the assembling, in order to 
deliberate concerning it. And though the determination be? 
by the senate, referred to the magistrates, if five representa- 
tives of the county order the magistrates to assemble the 
whole court of representatives, and submit the affair to their 
determination, they must obey. 

Either the county magistr'atos or representatives may give, 
to the senator of the county, the copy of a law to be pro- 
posed to the senate; and if five counties concur in the 
same order, the law, though refused by the senate, must 
come either to the county magistrates or representatives, as 
is contained in the order of the five counties. 

Any twenty counties, b^a vote either of their magistrates 
or representatives, may throw any man out of all public 
offices for a year. Thirty counties for three years. 

The senate has a power of throwing out any member or 
number of members of its own body, not to be re-elected for 
that year. The senate cannot throw out twice in a year the 
senator of the samercounty. 
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The poTOr of the old senate continues for three ^cets 
after the annual election of the county represontatiTes. 
Then all the new senators are shut up in a concla\ e, liho the 
cardinals ; and by an intricate ballot^ such as that of Yeistice 
or Malta, they chuse the following magistrates ; a protector, 
who represents the dignity of the commonwealth, and pre- 
sides in the senate; two secretaries oj state; these six 
councils, a council of state, a council of religion and learning, 
a council of trade, a council of laws, a council of war, a 
council of the admiralty, each council consisting of five 
persons; together with six commissioners of the treasury 
and a first commissioner. All these must be senators. The 
senate also names all the ambassadors to foreign courts, 
who may either be senators or not. 

The senate may continue any or ail of these, but must 
re-elect them every year. 

The protector and two sccretaiies have session and suffrage 
in the council of state. The business of that council is all 
foreign polities. The council of state has session and suffrage 
in all the other councils. 

The council of religion and learning insi)ects the univer- 
sities and clergy. That of trade inspects every thing that 
may affect commerce. That of laws inspects all the abuses of 
law by the inferior mngistraies, and examines what improve- 
ments may be made of the niimicipal law. That of war 
iiis|)ects the militia and its discixdine, magazines, stores, &c., 
and wdien the republic is in war, examines into the proper 
orders for generals. The council of admiralty has the same 
power with regard to the navy, together with the nomina- 
tion of the captains and all inferior officers. 

Xone of these councils can give orders themselves, except 
where they receive such powers from the senate. In other 
eases, they must communicate every thing to the senate. 

When the senate is under adjournment, any of the 
councils may assemble it before the day appointed for its 
meeting. 

Besides these councils or courts, there is another called 
the court of cohipditors ; which is thus constituted. If any 
candidates for the office of senator have more votes than a 
third of the representatives, that candidate, who has most 
votes, next to the senator elected, becomes incapable for one 
year of all public offices, even of beii-^* a magistrate or 
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re]?L’esentative : But lie takes Ms seat in tlie court of compe- 
titors. Here tlien is a court wliicli may sometimes consist 
of a hundred members, sometimes have no members at all ; 
and by that means, be for a year abolished. 

The court of competitors has no power in the common- 
wealth. It has only the inspection of f)ublic accounts, and 
the accusing of any man before the senate. If the senate 
acquit him, the court of competitors may, if they please, 
appeal to the people, either magistrates or rej)resentatives. 
Upon that appeal, the magistrates or rejnesentatives meet on 
the day appointed by the court of competitors, and chuse in 
each county three persons, from which number every senator 
is excluded. These, to the number of 300, meet in the 
capital, and bring the person accused to a new trial. 

The court of competitors may propose any law to the 
senate ; and if refused, may appeal to the people, that is, to 
the magistrates or rejiresentatives, who examine it in their 
counties. Every senator, who is tln’orni out of the senate 
by a vote of the court, takes his seat in the court of 
competitors. 

The senate possesses all the judicative authority of the 
house of Lords, that is, all the appeals from the inferior 
courts. It likewise appoints the Lord Chancellor, and all 
the officers of the law. 

Every county is a kind of republic within itself, and the 
representatives may make bye-laws, which have no authority 
’till three months after they are voted. A copy of the law is 
sent to the senate, and to every other county. The senate, 
or any single county, may, at any time, annul any bye-law of 
another county. 

The representatives have all the authority of the Beitish 
justices of peace in trials, commitments, &c. 

The magistrates have the appointment of all the officers of 
the revenue in each county. All causes with regard to the 
revenue are carried ultimately by appeal before the magis- 
trates. They pass the sgcompts of all the officers ; but must 
have their own accompts examined and passed at the end of 
the year by the representatives. 

The magistrates name rectors or ministers to all the 
parishes. 

Tlie Presbyterian government is established; and the 
highest ecclesiastical court is an assembly or synod of all the 
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presbyters of the county. The niagistratos may take any 
cause from this court, and determine it themselves. 

The magistrates may try, and depose or suspend any 
presbyter. 

The militia is established in imitation of that of Swisseu- 
LAi^n, Tvhich being well known, we shall not insist upon it. 
Tt will only be proper to make this addition, that an army of 
20,000 men be annually drawn out by rotation, paid and 
encamped during six weeks in summer; that the duty of a 
camp may not be altogether unknown. 

The magistrates appoint all the colonels and downwards. 
The senate aU upwards. During war, the general appoints 
the colonel and downwards, and his commission is good for 
a twelvemonth. But after that, it must be confirmed by the 
magistrates of the county^ to which the regiment belongs. 
The magistrates may break any officer in the county regi- 
ment. And the senate may do the same to any officer in the 
service. If the magistrates do not think proper to confirm 
the generaFs choice, they may appoint another officer in the 
place of him they reject. 

AU crimes are tried unthin the county by the magistrates 
and a jury. But the senate can stop any trial, and bring it 
before themselves. 

Any county may indict any man before the senate for any' 
crime. 

The protector, the two secretaries, the council of state, with 
any five or more that the senate appoints, are possessed, on 
extraordinary emergencies, of Jictatorial iDower for six months. 

The protector may pardon any person condemned by the 
inferior com ts. 

In time of war, no officer of the arm}’’ that is in the field 
cun have any civil office in the commonwealth. 

The capital, which we shall caU Londoist, may be allou^ed 
four members in the senate. It may therefore he divided 
iuto foul* counties. The reiireseiitatives of each of these 
ehuse one senator, and ten magistriii^s. There are therefore 
in the city four senators, forty-four magistrates, and four 
hundred representatives. The magistrates have the same 
authority as in the counties. The representatives also have 
the same authoriiv; but they never meet in one general 
court : They give their votes in their particular county, or 
division of hundreds. 
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When they enact any bye-law, the greater number of 
counties or divisions determines the matter. And where 
these are equal, the magistrates have the casting vote. 

The magistrates chuse the mayor, sheriff, recorder, and 
other officers of the city. 

In the commonwealth, no representative, magistrate, or 
senator, as such, has any salary. The protector, secretaries, 
councils, and ambassadors, have salaries. 

The first year in every century is set apart for correcting 
all inequalities, which time may have produced in the repre- 
sentative. This must be done by the legislature. 

The following political aphorisms may explain the reason 
of these orders. 

The lower sort of people and small proprietors are good 
judges enough of one not very distant from them in rank or 
habitation ; and therefore, in their ];)arochial meetings, will 
probably chuse the best, or nearly the best representative ; 
But they are wholly unfit for county-meetings, and for electing 
into the higher offices of the republic. Their ignorance 
gives the grandees an opportunity of deceiving them. 

Ten thousand, even though they were not annually elected, 
are a basis large enough for any free government. It is true, 
the nobles in Polaitd are more than 10,000, and yet these 
oppress the people. But as power always continues there in 
the same persons and families, this makes them, in a manner, 
a different nation from the people. Besides the nobles are 
there united under a few lieads of families. 

All free governments must consist of two councils, a lesser 
and greater ; or, in other words, of a senate and people. The 
people, as Haeeington observes, would want wisdom, without 
the senate : The senate, without the people, would want 
honesty. 

A large assembly of 1,000, for instance, to represent the 
people, if allowed to debate, would fall into disorder. If 
not allowed to debate, the senate has a negative upon them, 
and the worst kind of irsgative, that before resolution. 

Here therefore is an inconvenience, which no government 
has yet fully remedied, but which is the easiest to be remedied 
in the world. If the people debate, all is confusion : If they 
do not debate, they can only resolve ; and then the senate 
carves for them. Divide the people into many separate 
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bodies ; and then they may debate with safety, and every^n- 
coiivenience seems to bo prevented. 

Cardinal de Eetz saj's, that all nuinerons assemblies, 
however composed, are mere mob, and swayed in theii* 
debates bj" the least motive. This we find confirmed by 
daily experience. When an absurdity strikes a member, ho 
conveys it to his neighbour, and so on,^ till the whole be 
infected. Separate this great body ; and though every member 
be only of middling sense, it is not probable, that any thing 
but reason can pi’cvail over the whole. Influence and 
example being removed, good sense will always get the 
better of bad among a number of people.^ 

There are two things to be guarded against in eveiy 
senafe : Its combination, and its division. Its combination 
is most dangerous. And against this inconvenience we have 
provided the foEowing remedies. 1. The great dependence 
of the senators on the ijeoide hy annual elections ; and that 
not by an undisting aiahing rabble, like the Exgliss electors, 
but by men of fortune and education. 2. The small power 
they are allowed. They have few offices to dispose of- 
Almost all are given by the magistivites in the counties, 
8. The court of comx>etitors, which being composed of men 
that are their rivals, next to them in interest, and uneasy in 
their present situation, will he sure to take all advantages 
against them, , 

The division of the senate is invented, 1. By the small- 
ness of their number. 2. As faction supposes a combination 
in a separate interest, it is j)rovented by them dependence on 
the peoiile. 3. They have a power of expelling* any factious 
member. It is true, when raiothcr member of the same 
spirit comes from the county, they have no power of 
expelling him : Nor is it fit they should ; for that show's 
the humour to be in the people, and may possible arise from 
some ill conduct in public affairs. 4. Almost any man, in a 
senate so regularly chosen by the people, may be supposed 
fit for any civil omco. It would bcrJi’Oper, therefore, for the 
senate to form some (jcneral resolutions with regard to the 
disposing of offices among the members : Which resolutions 
would not confine them in critical times, when extraordinary 

* [EHtions IT to P Good &c»iso only -uay of ranking p ptoplo ib to 
1*5 one tiling Untfullieb Pionuml'eiTt*"^ keip riKin tiuni Uiiic:i'^ 'i’to l.irgo <.b- 
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palts on tlie one hand, or extraordinary stupidity on the 
other, ax3pears in any senator ; hut they would he sufficient 
to x>revent^ intrigue and faction, hy making the disposal of 
the offices a thing of course. For instance, let it be a reso- 
lution, that no 3nan shall enjoy any office, till he has sat 
four years in the senate ; That, excex)t ambassadors, no man 
shall be in office^ two years following: That no man shall 
attain the higher offices but thi‘ough the lower : That no 
man shall bo xDrotector twice, &c. The senate of Vekice 
govern themselves by such resolutions. 

In foreign politics the interest of the senate can scarcely 
ever be divided from that of the XDeople ; and therefore it is 
fit to make the senate absolute with regard to them ; other- 
wise there could be no secrecy or refined policy. Besides, 
without money no alliance can he executed ; and the senate 
is still sufficiently dex^endant. Not to mention that the 
legislative x)ower being always superior to the executive, the 
magistrates or rex^resentatives may intei’pose whenever they 
think prox^er. 

The chief sux^port of the British government is the opx^o- 
sition of interests ; but that, though in the main serviceable, 
breeds endless factions. In the foregoing plan, it does all 
the good without any of the harm. The compctUoiS have 
no power of controlling the senate : they have only the x>ower 
of accusing, and appealing to the x^eople. 

It is necessary, likewise, to xirevent both combination and 
division in the thousand magistrates. This is done suffi- 
ciently hy the separation of x>laces and interest. 

But lest that should net be sufficient, their dex'^endenee on 
the 10,000 for their elec dons, serves to the same xuirx^ose. 

Nor is that all : For the 10,000 may resume the 
whenever they xfiease ; and not only when they all x^lease, but 
when any five of a hundied x>lease, which will haxipen uxion 
the very first suspicion of a sexiarate interest. 

The 10,000 are too large a body either to unite or divide, 
except when they ms^^^t in one -plucOy and fall under the 
guidance of ambitious leaders. Not to mention their annual 
election,^ by the whole body of the peoxfie, that are of any 
consideration. 

A small commonwealth is the hax^piest government in the 

’ [liLigac* Edition'. IT (oPI puiitle* -o Lditiuus H to U cud iUl 
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world witHn itself, because every tMng lies under tie ey^of 
tbe rulers : Eut it may be subdued by gi^eat force from 
witliout. This scbeme seems to bave all tlie advantaj?es botli 


of a great and a little commonwealth. 

Every county-law may be annulled either by the senate or 
another county ; because that shows an opposition of interest : 
In which case no j)art ought to decide for itself. The matter 
must be referred to the whole^ which wiU best determine 
what agrees with general interest. 

As to the clergy and militia, the reasons of these orders 
are obvious. Without the dependence of the clergy on the 
civil magistrates, and without a militia, it is in vain to think 
that any free government will ever have security or stability. 

In many governments, the inferior magistrates have no 
rewai'ds but what arise from their ambition, vanity, or public 
spirit. The salaries of the Eheitch judges amount not to the 
interest of the sums they pay for their offices. The Dutch 
burgo-masters have little more immediate profit than the 
Ekolish justices of peace, or the members of the house of 
commons formerly. But lest any should suspect, that this 
would beget negligence in the administration (which is little 
to be feared, considering the natural ambition of mankind), let 
the magistrates have competent salaries. The senators have 
access to so many honourable and lucrative offices, that their 
attendance needs not be bought. There is little attendance 
required of the representatives. 

That the foregoing plan of government is practicable, no 
one can doubt, who considers the resemblance that it bears 
to the commonwealth of the United Provinces,^ a wise and 
renowned government. The alterations in che present scheme 
seem all evidently for the better. 1. The representation is 
more equal. 2. The unlimited power of the burgo-masters 
in the towns, which forms a perfect aristocracy in the Dutch 
commonwealth, is corrected by a well-tempered democracy, 
in giving to the people the annual election of the county 
rej)resentatives. 3. The negative, wkich every^ proviace and 
town has upon the whole body of the Dutch republic, with 
regard to alliances, peace and war, and the imposition of 
taxes, is here removed- 4. The counties, in the present 
plan, are not so independent of each other, nor do they form 
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separate bodies so miicK as tbe seven provinces; where the 
jealonsy and envy of tbe smaller provinces and towns against 
tbe greater, particularly Hollaitd and Amsteedam, have 
frequently disturbed tbe government. 5. Larger powers, 
though of the safest kind, are intrusted to the senate than the 
States-General possess; by which means, the former may 
become more expeditious, and secret in their resolutions, 
than it is possible %r the latter. 

The chief alterations that could be made on the Bettish 
government, in order to bring it to the most perfect model of 
limited monarchy, seem to be the following. Firsts The 
plan of ^ Ceomwell’s parliament ought to be restored, by 
making the representation equal, and by allowing none to 
vote in the county elections who possess not ® a property of 
200 pounds value. Secondly^ As such a house of Commons 
would be too weighty for a frail house of Lords, like the 
present, the Bishops and Scotch Peers ought to be re- 
moved : ^ The number of the upper house ought to be raised 
to three or four hundred : Their seats not hereditary, but 
during life : They ought to have the election of their own 
members ; and no commoner should be allowed to refuse a 
seat that was offered him. By this means the house of Lords 
would consist entirely of the men of chief credit, abilities, 
and interest in the nation ; and every turbulent leader in the 
house of Commons might be taken off, and connected by 
interest with the house of Peers. Such an aristocracy would 
be an excellent barrier both to the monarchy and against it. 
At present, the balance of our government depends in some 
measure on the abilities and behaviour of the sovereign; 
which ai^e variable and uncertain circumstances. 

This plan of limited monarchy, however corrected, seems 
still liable to three great inconveniences. Firsts It removes 
not entirely, though it may soften, the parties of court and 
country. Secondly, The king’s personal character must still 
have gi’eat influence on the government. Thirdly, The sword 
is in the hands of a single person, who will always neglect to 
discipline the militia, in order to have a pretence for keej)ing 
up a standing army.^ 

* [Of the repuLlican parliament Edi- liamentSt destroyed entirely the aii- 
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We sliall conclude this subject, with observing the t 
hood of the common opinion, that no large state, sucL as 
rnANOE or G-reat Britaust, could ever be modelled into a 
commonwealth,' but that such a form of government can only 
take place in a city or small territory. The contrary seems 
probable. Though it is more difficult to form a republican 
government in an extensive country than in a city ; there is 
more fn-cility, when once it is foiuned, of pS’eserving it steady 
and uniform, without tumult and faction. It is not easy, for 
the distant parts of a large state to combine in any plan of 
free government ; but they easily consi)ire in the esteem and 
reverence for a single person, who, by means of this poimlar 
favour, may seize the power, and forcing the more obstinate 
to submit, may establish a monarchical government. On the 
other hand, a city readily concurs in the same notions of 
government, the natural equality of property favours libei'ty, 
and the nearness of habitation enables the citizens mutually 
to assist each other. Even under absolute princes, the 
subordinate government of cities is commonly rexmblicau ; 
while that of counties and provinces is monarchical. But 
these same circumstances, which facilitate the erection of 
commonwealths in cities, render their constitution more frail 
and uncertain. Democracies ai'e turbulent. For however 
the peo];>le may be separated or divided into small parties, 
either in their votes or elections ; their near habitation in a 
city will always make the force of popular tides and currents 
very sensible. Aristocracies are better adapted for peace and 
order, and accordingly wore most admired by ancient writers; 
but they are jealous and oppressive. In a large government, 
which is modelled with masterly skill, there is compass and 
room enough to refine the democracy, from the lower people, 
who may be admitted into the fii’st elections or first concoc- 
tion of the commonwealth, to the higher magistrates, who 
direct all the movements. At the same time, the parts are 
so distant and remote, that it is very difficult, either by in- 
trigue, prejudice, or passion, to hurrjihem into any measures 
against the public interest. 

It is needless to enquire, whether such a government would 
be immortal. I allow the justness of the poet’s exclamation 

mu&t at list incvilibly parish I miiist, mth lr^ liiuiUcl monartliv, as as a 
however, confess, tli.it Snvfdln slcHis, standini; .ii’iiiy, i^Inch is Lss Jangeruus 
III faoiLio mea^iiiv, lo luvc tins than tlic Ux iiisir ] 

mcoL'icnieuoe, and to have a mihtia 
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oA /the endless projects of human race^ Mem and for ever ! 
The world itself probably is not immortal. Such con- 
suming plag'ues may arise as would leaye even a j^erfect 
government a weak prey to its neighbours. We know not to 
what length enthusiasm, or other extraordinary movements 
of the liuman mind, may transj)ort men, to the neglect of all 
order and public good. Where difference of interest is re- 
moved, whimsicaP and unaccountable factions often arise, 
from personal favour or enmity. Perhaps, rust may grow to 
the springs of the most accurate political machine, and dis- 
order its motions. Lastly, extensive conquests, when pursued, 
must be the ruin of every free government ; and of the more 
perfect governments sooner than of the imperfect ; because 
of the veiy advantages which the former possess above the 
latter. And though such a state ought to establish a funda- 
mental law against conquests ; yet republics have ambition 
as well as individuals, and present interest makes men forget- 
ful of their posterity. It is a sufficient incitement to human 
endeavours, that such a government would flourish for many 
ages ; without pretending to bestow, on any work of man, 
that immortality, which the Almighty seems to have refused 
to his own productions. 
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vanity, 180, JJt Oiatoie, ih,, his 
s jiace for deafness, 220 , his epilogues, 
260 , as an oritur, 261 
Civil Lihrrty, 156 , Eughind an cxaTTplc 
of, 97 , involved lu hberty of preks, 98 
Ciuund^p, Lord, 264 
Ciephune, Dr, Hume’s letter to, 56 
Clergy — See Trust, Pnesthood, Chris- 
tian Itthgion 

Climate, alterations in. 433, f 
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to his fullovcis, 149, prugrt^b ot Ins 
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origin and oljjcct of, 113 , consolida- 
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Mauufaciu/Lb, absence of sii]»plic<l by 


Tv K 



oOO 


INDEX TO 


aiAR 

agriculture, 203; contribute to tlie 
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JShditu tlieir wealth mahcb them nms- 
ttr& of Florence, 123 
Mtkenict Effindi, sa’V'ing of, 234 
Melon, dSL, 289 
Menandee, 245 

Mdhr, A , Hume’s letters to, 60, 65 , 
letter to Hume, 68 

Muadet,, Hume's Essay on, 50 , its 
style, 51 

friends to supiistitiun, 150 
Moiutich'/, absolute, i>oints of lc•^«.lll- 
blaneo to a republic, 95 . incon- 
venience of an elective, 1 ol , the 
best f(;rm of, ih , , impioved char<»cttr 
of modem inouarchs, 161 , absolute, 
repugnant to bnv, ISO , the Chintse, 
183 , enormous monarchies destruc- 
tive to human nature, 355 , pi in of 
limited, 482 1. 

Money, not one of the subjects of com- 
meice, 309, reitrescntative of labour, 
312, c.iuses high prices, 313 , value 
of in Erance, 311, its quantity 
of little consequence to a St.>tc, 
315 f , scarcity m s<mio part^ of 
Eur(»x) 0 , ih , rise of prices a‘ttr d.s- 
covciy ot IWst ludn &, 318 lu China, 
320 li.'s a fttiriuus r.tlue 321 , 
causes of high interest, 322 , ri'^e of 
intne^t in t^cotl.ind, 323, eausts of 
low iiitiiLst, 326 , inteitst the 
Itaiometeruf the t>tate, 3J7. propor- 
t’oii Ktuten, and goods 328, la- 
teicst in Boinaii Spjin, 329 , rcdiie- 
tiou of uitcrtst lu England and 
Fiance, 330 , me thuds of smiling and 
1 Using Its value, 337 , treasures 
amassed bv Ileijiy VII, 341, b} 
Pliihp of ^lacedoii and Pei’M us, 342 

Mi'iiti^tp K 110 

Motals, Humt% Intjiiirj concerning the 
PiiDtiples ut, 52, a dJicato st.n‘^e 
of, 151, haim nj of authors as to, 
267 

Mo,e Sir T , Utopia of 481 
Morocco "v^ais (jf eoluiir m, 129, 130 
Muscovius, ancitiit IDS 


Ktoioiud Characters HuniL’s Ea^iy on, 
40 , influence of physical causes, 


PHI 

244, 246 f ; of 'ai .pU, ' 2^8, 
of government, .* aanty 

of Jews and Ar e 250 ; 
ancient Gitck and Pjman, ih ; 
French and British 251 , negroes 
inferior to whites, 252, pietended 
influence of cliiiiatc, 253 , Lingiiago 
dependent on, ih , of Noi thorn and 
Southern countries, 253 f. 256 , 
Tuiks an,l^ ancient Eom ins, 255 , 
moral causes of 256, ad<hctioii to 
strong drinks, 257 , amuruusness, 
258 

Eatw.ial Delt, a modern expedient, 
361 f. ; consequences of, 363, S6S f. , 
scheme for payment of, 370 
Isepos, Cor.ieivis, Lite of Atticus, 390 
ytitfon, 1S3 

. f>/c, his PerpetuitL de la Fui 51 

I Siniib, imiPtnse army of, 443 
yoOuCs JoJlils 25 


Ohtdience, a duty in a State, 111 

Hariingt'in’s, its defect^, 481 
See liarritUjton 

Opiuion, of t^o kinds, 110, its de- 
fenders and assailants, 118, changes 
in, 125 , influLnce m formation of 
character, 255 f 

Optimatcseiii^Foindurcs, Eoman p^irties, 
134 

Oratois, ancient and modern, 164 f , 
Eoman and Greek, 169, scurrility of 
ancient 188 See Eluyvcnce 

Cvid, 177, 38C, 433 43o 


Pit) ties, in general, 127, 131 133, in 
Greek empire, 128, in Eoino, 129, 
134 , in Italy, d) , m Moiocco, ih , 
in J^ngland, 133, 134, ecclesiastical, 
court, i.nd country, 135, <uigm — 
Vhig and Tor\, 136 f , coalition of, 
464 f. 

Passive ohediencc, 460 
Pateii, pleadings of, 171 
Pate/Lidv^t, 416 

P’ei'secidit/i, redigioiis among the an- 
cients. 132 

Pc7 empire, c.iuso of its o\ertlirow, 
35 *^ 

Pe/ Man Lit. CIS 237 
Persians, ancient, JMachmyel on their 
&iibjug<ition Ly the Greeks, 103 f , 
druiib niiess in repute among, 257 
Pemoua^ Identity, 33 
Penonivs, 300 
PJicechvs, 190 

Philip of Macedon, his rojuinder to a 
candid Eonui^, ISO ; treasure amassed 
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i ^ amiy as Cai')tcun-G#^nc- 

r<il of G» jcce, 421 f 

’PTiOowithy^ attention paid to in Eng- 
land, 33 , in the early Chn‘*tian 
IDcnod, 132 , excellence of tlie Eng- 
lish in, 159, Peripatetic introduced 
m the schools, 182 , Carteshin, 
183, the Eclectics, 184, the Epi 
curean, 197 f , Htoic, 203 f , 
Platoiiibt, 210 f , Pcjiutic, 213 f , 
devotion to, 220 , cousider<itious on, 
224 f 

Tlato, 361, 418, 420, 424, ISl 
Platoni'^f, the, 210 
Plautifs, 420 

Fleasitie, Hume on, 198 f 
nmt/, 193, 263, 312, 380, 394, 400, 
416, 426, 429, 430 

Plutarch 190, 191, 22G, 227, 249, 257, 
3G1, 331, 376, 386, 391, 395, 396, 
404, 409, 416, 438, 440, 441, 412 
PoLtty, pretended inspiration, 177, 
taste and genius m, 270 f. 

Pouonmrf, among the PLomans, i>rc- 
valcnce of, 1 06 

Poland^ deficient in the arts, 305 
Puhtenebs^ ancunt, 188 f , modern, 
190 f, 

Pohtuui, 429 

Politics, scienco of, 98, ‘every man a 
knave,* 118 

Polyfjivs, 103, 104, 121, 189, 292, 320, 
342, 399, 402, 415, 416, 423, 424, 
434, 435, 436, 441 

Polygamy, reasons for and against, 233, 
234, 235 a , , 

Pojye, 226 

Popvlation, of ancient nations, 381, 
383 , effect of slavery on, 387 , of 
monasticisin and infanticide, 396 , 
dis, advantages of the ancients as re- 
gards, 400 , ancient and modem 
compaied, 413, 432, 435, of Greek 
<ind Eoman cities, 118 f , of Eoinan 
Empire under Augustus and Trji.iu, 
439, 440 • 

Pieshytcnans, chaiacter of, 148 
Pi css, liberty of, 94, peculiar to Great 
Biitain, 95 , accoimted for in Eng- 
land, 06 , advantages of, 97 
Pnests, enemies of liberty, 135, defini- 
tion of, 147 , a siipcTstitioii^tnven- 
tion, ih, , of all religions the same, 
245 , tlicir Iiypocnsy, 246 , tlicir 
self-deceiyion, ambition and fiirv, 
lb ; among the Eonians, 247 
Piotestcmt SiiccesMon, Hume’s Essay 
on, -18 , its advantages and disacl- 
^aiitagcs consideied, 471 f, 175, 
reasons for excluding the Stuarts, 
477 f. 
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Ptolemies, their treasures, 343 
Pyi thus, on Eoman discipline, 304 


QualcLTS, resemble Confucians, 148 f 
Quintilian, 254 
Quintus Cuttius, 257, 429 
Quixote, Poa, 272 


Paleicjli, 473 

Bamsay, M,, Hume’s letters to, lo, 26 

Bttpiji, 74, 457 

Beligion, truth in, 54 ; ancient, 131 ; 
Christian, ih , above human cog- 
nizance, 283 

Bepuhhcb, oppressions of, 101 , great 
armies of ancient, 290 Seo Qov&rn- 
mint 

Bheirns, Hume’s residence^at, 2, 23 

Bhodes, 422 

Bight, origin of, 110 

Bochester, Lord, licentiousness of, 
188 

Borne, buildings of ancient, 56, 57 , 
government under Emperors, 96 , 
Eoman tyranny, 102, most illus- 
trious period of its history, 106 , 
parties in, 129, 134; progress of 
arts in, 158 , arbitr«iry decisions of 
consuls, 179, Eoman rudeness, 
191 , Eom.ins a candid lace, 255 , 
alivays at var 292, corrupted by 
liixuiy, 305, armies of, 310, doubts 
as to Eonmn history, 351 , cause of 
the destruction of the empire, 358 ; 
public spectacles, 387 ; influx of 
slaves, 389, 391 , Civil 391 ; 

pay of tre ops, 399 , Eoman hii- 
ijiauity, 407 , nuissacrcs during civil 
■wars, 408, extent of, 423, 42G, 427; 
how built, 425 , population of, 425, 
427 , lulls of muit.ihty, 428 , streets 
full of snow and ice, 433 ; largest 
population of empire, 450 , how the 
emperors succeeded each other, 458 
Burnish Church, acquisition of power 
by, 1 40 , a hindrance to learning, 
183, inspires hatred of other reli- 
gious, 284 
Bousscau, 187 


^^aUust, 161, 188, 305, 428 
Siiscnia, 43 4, 435 

t<u..o}>y, Citholic King ,ind Piwk tanfc 
Elector of, 478 
Scqiiie, the, 213 
h'cic/icfs, Si‘0 A) fb 
Senate, an ideal, 488 
Stjieui, 387, 390, 393, 305, 396, 404 



502 


INDEX TO 


SEV 

Scvera/nbianSf history of the, 232 
Shajteshury, Lord, 117, 154, 19 L 377 
Skaleqjearc, 2G2 

Slaverj/f Eoinan, 3S5 f , mfliicnce on 
population, 387 f i>riTile^b'- of, 
390, at Athens, 390, 420, lu West 
Indies, 390, at Eorae, 391 f , in 
Sicily, 89-5, in Turkey and Eg\pt, 
39-5 , in Sparta, 421 , in Connth and 
JEgma, lb, 

Adam, letter to W. Str<iliau, 
£^q , 9 , cori'espun deuce h Humo, 
77 f* , assailed fur his share in 
Hume’s Autobiography, 80 f. 

SoJoiuOti, Ins polygamy, 23 4 
Soloa, legalizes infanticide, 390 
Sophocles, 211 

povert}’ of peaafintry, 29 S , con- 
dition of ancient, 408 
Simrtu, absence oi conincne, 290 
SpCiibf 473 
Spvw::a. 40 

6if Clau, General, 3 . Hume appointed 
secretary to, 47 

Stufie, English, licentiousness of, 183, 
the Trench, 284 
Staaian, 342, 343 

chief magistrate in a, 100, in- 
con^tuiencc of an elective monarchy, 
101 necessity for 'vrise Lws, 10-5, 
ascendancy of one man, 115, autho- 
rity and liberty in, 116; possessors 
of wtalth in, 123 trade not regarded 
as an affair of, 157 , internal police, 
161 , small &tate«> favourable to the 
ait>, 1S2, divi^ ons of dn 289, 
ugueiiUtual, 293 , c ui'-es oi ait. r- 
ntS'', 294 f , quaiiiity of muiitj of 
little constqiicnct to, 31*5, refined 
litc beneficial to, 319 
Stuic, the. 203 I. , * 

St,ahS,2^. 359, 393, 417, 425, 433, 
436, 438, 440, 441 

Strulaii, Utter to, from Adam Smith, 
9 , appointed Hume’s liteiary exe- 
cutor, 79 , declines, 80 
fiTc:o7uu\ lUu, 386, 389, 426, 428 
Suicide ami the Imnioitalit^^ of tlie 
Soul, Huoio’" Lss<iv> on, GO f note 
Lv Allan Hamsay 71 
Sindub, 440 

Svp<r^Titi(*n, 144 true souices of, 

145 favourable tu priest H" po,ver, 

146 , Its lUbidiOLMie^s, 149 an 
enemy to civil liberty ih 

Sv'idni, military force of, 492 
Sfcifr, I)r, 74, 332 408 
Si/hans, cause ot its. pupulou''ncss 
*411 

Sifraciisc, greatnes'^ of, 418 


VAE 

Tacitus, 96, 103, 135, 310, 37^, SSO, 
392, 394, 396, 401, 426, 436, 441 
Taloti, 171 
Tabso, 2nl 

Taste, standard of, 266, 279 , varieties, 
269, f , vrant of imaginative delic.icy, 
272, right criticism, 275, 278, its 

1 principles, 276, influenced by man- 

ners, 280 , by religious principles, 
283 ^ 

Taxes, dangerous maxim as to, 356 , 
best kind of, 358 ; on land, 359 
Ttniide, Sir W., 357 
Tiunce, 241 
Tttiidlian, 439, 4i0 
Thebes, conquest by Alexander, 422 
Tlicocnivs, 415 

Thoinjhz, liberty of in ancient tunes, 00 
Tt->'C)/d'A(S, 104 2JS, 290, 399, 404, 

‘ 411 414, 419, 421,422, 424 

i Tihr,\ frozen, 432 
^ Timoteon, 399 

Tot tr at 1071, religious, 97 
Tones, cliaractf r and conduct of, 1 39, f ; 
none la Scotland, 1 13, union of High 
Church vith Homan Catholics, 150 
Toe me fort, his visit tu the Grand 
Turk's seragho, 235, cited, 431 
Trachmuuis, their application to Spaita, 
399 

Trade, not regarded as an affair of state, 
157; needs a free government, 159 , 
ancient marts, 160, 357, progress in 
Trance 160 decay under a1 -solute 
government, ih contributes to great- 
I ness of state 289, 291, b'uks and 
I papt^r ciiiiency, 311 3G5, incieascs 
iiulustry, 325 , ignorance, 330, f , re- 
stiictions in Trance, 036 obstructions 
to, 343 , taxes on foieign commodi- 
ties, ih , , domestic industry basis <ff 
foreign commerce, 346, f. , nations 
pre-eminent in 356 

Tragedy, power of, 258, f cause of 
pleasure producevl by 261; 1 , tugic 
scents in painting and poetry, 262 , 
action of 265 

Ticaiibc on Human Nature, Hume’s, 2, 
25, 32, 33, 36, 37, 40, 49 
TinKcy, taxes in, 360, slave trade in, 
395'^ 

T^/’O^destiuction of, 410 

V lilted pTnvmces, government r)f, 400 
Viipei Ilovse, plan foi .in, 101 
Vbtuiiz:, Giioiiimo ill, 


VatDiub iSdaxiuitt'y, 126 

J^an ') 389, 343-3, 391, 434 
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VAU 

Vai^a M.irslml, 030 
reUiiits Vatc) cuius, 312, 13S 
Vtiieliaii Goverjiiiicnt, stability of, 105 
Venue, fictions in, 129, not eminent in 
the arts, 158 

Vcc/cs, cruelties of, 102, proscribed, 25 

Vi/gil, 190 

Vitruvius, 426 

Voltaire, 96 

Vopiscus, 423, 430 


Wallace, Dr , his Dissertation on Poini- 
lousness of Ancunt and Modem 
Times 58 
li\ allct', 170, 197 

Walpole, Sir E., his character hj Hume 
45 


ZEA 

ira/5i/7/(9??, attacks Hume, 50 Cl, C2 
Wais, religions, 129, 132 
Wesley, J , sermon on Hume, 82 
West Inches, .slarery in, 390 
IF// ?<yN, character and conduct of, l00,f , 
definition of, 139, their leaders 
Deists, 150.— See Tories 
Wnes,J, 07 
Wolsey, Card 191 

Worts of the Learned, iyticw in, .33 


Xenophon, 104, 163, 318, 393, 398, 406, 
412, 419, 420, 421, 423, 435 
Xeroxes, in u ant of a new pleasure, 198 


-Zf’/?/, public 106, needs moderating, 108 
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